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TRAVELS. 


THROUGH. THE . 


UNITED STAT ES OF NORTH 1 AMERICA, | 
' CANADA, &c. 


IN THE YEARS 1795, 1796, AND 1797. 


i 3 
JOURNEY FROM | 


UPPER CANADA TO BOSTON. 


'DEPA RTURE | FROM OSWEGO. 


N Sunday, the 26th of July, the Jay after 
Ly our arrival at Oſwego, we learned from the 
_ officers, that during the harveſt the American 
ſhips ſail leſs frequently, than at other times, and 
that probably we ſhould have to wait for one 
ſeveral days. We underſtood at the-ſame time, 
that the beſt plan we could adopt was, to walk 

twelve miles farther on, in the hope that the 
ſettlers, who live there, would accommodate us 

with a veſſel, Being both impatient to quit the 
| Engliſh dominions, and afraid to incur too great 
an expence by hiring a whole ſhip for ourſelves, 
we were walking, in ſome degree of perplexity, 
on the baſtion along the ſhore, when we diſco- 
Von ll BB vered 
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| weted a veſſel approaching. The ſoldiers, who 


have learned hatred and contempt of the Ameri- 
cans along with the manual exerciſe, perceiving 


the attention, with which we obſerved her ap- 
proach, ſaid to us, Why, gentlemen, that is 


nothing; ſhe is but a veſſel of the dd Lan- 
kees; and it was exactly a veſſel of the Yan- 


kees, we wiſhed to obtain. Mr. VAN ALLEN, an 
American, who reſides in the vicinity of Albany, 


commanded the veſſel; he came on ſhore ſhortly 
after, to procure ſome freſh proviſion, of which 
he ſtood in need to cure himſelf of an intermittent 
fever, that he had caught in the woods. From 


want of an inn, he had no opportunity of buying = 
any at the fort; the officers might have caſily 


ſupplied him with ſome vegetables ; but in the 


opinion of a Britiſh officer, it is neither neceſſary 


nor decent to ſuccour a Yankee. 
Mr. Vanallen, although thus diſappointed in 
bis hope of finding in Oſwego the neceſſary ſuc- 


cour for his recovery, yet promiſed us two places 

in his veſſel. He could not however ſet ſail for 
Albany ſooner than the next day, or perhaps in 
two or three days, after having been joined by 
three other veſlels, which he expected, and in 


queſt of which he returned to a certain point on 


the lake. We were thus furniſhed with a cer- 


tain 0 1 8 of quitting Oſwego, and the 
es, 
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eagerneſs, with which we embraced it, could not 
but convince our gueſts of our earneſt deſire of 


making all poſſible haſte. The certainty of our 


ſpeedy departure inſpired us with patience. The 


Engliſh officers, who entertained more liberal 
ſentiments towards us, than to the Yankees, per- 
emptorily inſiſted on ſupplying us with proviſion ; 
and this they did with a generoſity, which per- 
fectly anſwered the kind reception, we in general 
experienced on their part. 

Two whole days had in the mean white clapſed, 


and the third began to preſs heavy upon us, when, 


being alone in the fort, while Dupetitthouars and 
the Engliſh officers had gone on a hunting and 
fiſhing party, I at laſt deſcried two veſſels with 


my teleſcope, which was conſtantly pointed to 


the coaſt, whence I expected my deliverance ; 
my effects were ſoon packed up and my ſtores 
collected. Whether theſe veſſels belonged to 


Mr. Vanallen or any other perſon, we were de- 


| termined to ſeize upon the firſt opportunity of 


departing from Oſwego. It was Mr. Vanallen ; 
he had been joined but by one of the veſſels, and 
had reſolved not to wait for the reſt: yet as it 


was already noon, as his veſſels were heavy laden, 


and the rapids two miles from Oſwego, which 


he was obliged to paſs, would have detained him 


too long to make much way the remainder of 
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the day, he propoſed to us, to follow him on foot, | 
at four o'clock the next morning. We thought 
16 better, to ſhare his tent with him that very 
: evening, and the certainty of quitting Oſwego 
in the afternoon made us far more happy, than 
all the attention of the Britiſh officers, on which 
we can hardly beſtow ſufficient praiſe, had been 

able to do. They carried their politeneſs ſo far, 


as to attend us to our night quarters, and on 


taking leave, gave us ſuch proofs of friendſhip 

and attachment, as we cannot but acknowledge 

with unfeigned gratitude. 

The muſquitoes, which teaſed us adh were 

not able to make us repent our reſolution of join- 
ing Mr. Vanallen that very evening; and al- 

though we did not lie down to reſt the whole 


1 night, yet we heartily rejoiced in being no longer 


ſubjected to the ſceptre of his Excellency the 
Gov ernor- general of the two Canadas. : 


JOURNEY FROM OSWEGO TO THE FALLS. 


We ſet out at break of day, and yet were not 
able to advance more than ten miles, the whole 
day. The navigation of the river Oſwego is ex- 

tremely troubleſome, as there is but very ſeldom 
ſufficient water, even for puſhing the veſſel along. 
Each of our veſſels, it is true, carried about one 
ton 
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ton and a half, but each wa worked too by three 
men. Beſides Dupetitthouars aſſiſted the men 
in our veſſel with the utmoſt zeal ; he puſhed as 


much as they did, and paſſed like them three- 
fourths of the day in the water, to lift the veſſel, 


that ſhe might more eaſily clear the rocks and 
large ſtones, with which the river 18 filled, and 
which ſhe would not have been able to paſs oyer 


in any other manner. In five or ſix places the 
ſtrength of a {ſingle ſhip's company was not ſuf- 


ficient to keep the veſſel afloat, but the men of 
both veſſels were obliged to join for that purpoſe. 
Ships leſs deeply laden, than ours, are ſaid to pro- 


coeed with more facility, eſpecially in deſcending 


the river, when the current affords ſome aſſiſt- 
ance. In autumn and ſpring the encreaſed maſs 
of water is alſo ſaid to remove the impediments, 
which at preſent obſtruct and retard the naviga⸗ 
tion. It may be ſo; yet a navigation, which is 


practicable only for two months in the year and 
in deſcending the river, and at the ſame time 


affords at preſent the only known outlet for the 
exportation of all the productions, and the ſole 
inlet for all the proviſion, Which is imported from 
the other ſide of the lake, cannot in any reſpect 
be compared with that of the river St. Law= 
rence, however imperfect it may be. The State 
of New York, to whoſe territory this river-navi- 
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gation belongs, and for which it is of much greater 
importance, than for any other ſtate, will no 
doubt make all poſſible exertion to facilitate it. 

A project of this nature is, I underſtand, already 
under contemplation, but how far will it be poſ- 
ble to execute this important enterpriſe ? This 

is a queſtion, which cannot be decided, but after 
a long and mature conſideration of all the ob- 


I ſtacles, which it will be neceſſary to ſurmount. 


To have ſtarted it, is ſufficient for being aware of 


the greatimpediments, by which it is obſtructed. 


During this whole day's journey, nothing re- 
markable came within our view. There is no 
ſettlement between Oſwego and the Falls. You 
paſs by an iſland, which has taken the name of 


Breſwit from a French officer, who in the ſeven 
years war obtained here an advantage over a com- 
bined corps of Engliſh troops and Indians. The 


ifland is throughout covered with wood, and fo 
is the whole country, through which we have 
hitherto paſſed. Two miles from the falls ſtands 


A houſe, which appertains to Mr. VAN VERBERG, 


a Dutchman, who 1s charged i in the country with 
giving information to the garriſon of the ſmug- 
glers who intend to run any commodities into the 
province in the night, and with being an Engliſh 
ſoy in regard to deſerters. This charge, which, 

by what we learned in the fort, ſeems to be 


founded, 


* 


founded, is ſo generally credited, that laſt year, 
in conſequence of the rumour of an impending 
war between America and England, he was 
1 obliged to take refuge in the fort againſt the re- 
'3 vengeful projects of his neighbours, 
1 At the place, where the navigation is inter- 
cepted, we halted at WILLIAM SHORTEx's. He 
1 keeps an inn, that is, he admits into one room of 
'3 his houſe all the travellers, who deſire to ſleep "4 
| there, and accommodates them with ſalt pork 
and rum; which is the moſt he 1s able to do. 
1 We arrived there, at nine o'clock in the evening, 
wet to the ſkin; for ſuch of us, as had not been 
Hl drenched by puſhing and drawing the ſhip along, 
were ſoaked by the conſtant rain. We dried our- 
ſelves at a good fire; and a few ſlices of ham, 
we had brought with us, reſtored our ſtrength, 
Dupetitthquars ſhared with me a very indifferent 
bed, which however we found extremely com- 
fortable. From exceſſive fatigue Iconquered the 
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& extreme averſion, which I always feel when I am 
*® obliged to ſleep in the ſame bed with another per- 
3 Aon, and became inſenſible of the inconvenience 


of ſleeping in ſo narrow a room among ſo many 
| pcoplely and with fo great a a noiſe. 
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' OSWEGO FALLS AND rags. 


T he portage, occaſioned by the falls of the 
river Ofwege, is about a mile in length. W. 
Shorten, at whoſe houſe we ſtopped, kept only 
a yoke of oxen, and our two veſſels were heavy 
laden. Each veſſel was to be conveyed ſeparate- 
1y, and the cargo required four turns of the car- 
riage. The Americans not being anywiſe re- 
markable for ſpeed and agility, it was not until 
five o'clock in the evening, that our veſſels had 
reached the place, where the navigation recom- 
mences, and where they were again to be loaded. 
Here a quarrel aroſe between our commander 

Vanallen, and the two mates, who were in his 
ſervice, but quite intoxicated. They uſed him very 
ill; he ſwore at them, and they returned the com- 
pliment by calling him all the ill names, Which 
their well-ſtored memory would ſupply. This 
quarrel was icarcely halt accommodated, when 
another man arrived from the neighbourhood, 

demanding from Mr. Vanallen ſome money, 
which, he ſaid, was due to his ſon, who for ſome 
time had ſerved on board his veſſel. This differ- 
ence, however, was ſoon ſettled on friendly terms; 
Vanallen conducted us into night-quartens at lis 
f * 8, and ſacrificed to this reconciliation 
ſome 
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Gin miles, which we ſhould have been able to 
make the ſame evening. 


This time we had not even a wil Our 1 
our ſkippers, landlord, wife, ſons and daughters 


flept all pell-mell in a room, which was about 
twelve feet ſquare. And unfortunately we were 


not ſufficiently fatigued, having travelled but one 


mile on foot and one mile and a half by water, 


to find the floor ſoft, and to be inſenſible to the 

ſtings of the muſquitoes and the bites of fleas. 
Mr. Vanallen, in whoſe veſſels we took our paſ- 

ſage, is member of the Congreſs for the county 


of Albany in the ſtate of New York. He is alſo 
a geometer and ſurveyor. His age, and, no doubt, 
his talents, ſeem to have procured him the con- 


fidence of his country. He is charged with the 
commiſſion of ſurveying upwards of half a mil- 
lion of acres, ſituated on Lake Ontario and the 


river St. Lawrence, nearly oppoſite to Carlton 
TWHland, which belong to Meſſrs. CHASSANG, Rey, 
De Cnavmonr, Coxx and Company. He be- 
gan laſt year to execute this commiſſion ; but 
was much impeded in the progreſs of this buſi- 


neſs by the ſickneſs of moſt of the aſſiſtant ſur- 
veyors, employed under him, and was further 
prevented from completing it by the conſiderable 


. declination of the magnetic necdle in the vicinity 


of ſome rocks. He was himſelf ſeized with a fit 
5 „ of 
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of the ague, with which the whole country is in- 


;  feſted, and which is caught by wandering through 


the foreſts, as well as by inhabiting the banks of 
rivers. Mr. Vanallen is juſtice of the peace, and 


for this reaſon ſtyled Squire by his people, if he 
do not ſwear at them. He 1s about ſixty years 


old, is ſaid to poſſeſs a tolerable ſhare of infor- 


mation, and ſeems in fact to be a wary and in- 
telligent man. | | 

All the ſettlements in this part of the country 
are in an infant ſtate. W. Shorten, at whoſe 
houſe we ſtopped the firſt night, ſettled here as 


late as laſt ſpring. He bought his eſtate three = 
years ago for three pence an acre, and can now 


ſell it for twelve ſhillings. He poſſeſſes three hun- 


dred acres, ten of which are ſcarcely cleared, and 


. theſe are ſituated on the right bank of the river. 


That which lies on the left is Soldiers' land, as 


it is called, that 1s, it has, fince the peace, been 
diſtributed among ſoldiers by the ſtate of New 
York. PENIERs, at whoſe houſe we remained 


the ſecond day, bought two years ago a ſhare of 


this land from a ſoldier, to whom it had been 
given, for three ſhillngs an acre. 

The Oſwego fall is about ten feet high ; nd 
the river nearly one eighth of a mile in width. 
The proſpect is not without charms. A break of 
the bed of rocks, from which the river precipi- 

| tates 
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tates itſelf, and the irregularity of the form, pro- 
duce a tolerably ſtriking, but not a grand effect. 
On the right bank, near the water-fall, are found 
the traces of an ancient French entrenchment, 
and hard by them ſtands a ſmall log-houſe, the 
proprietor of which 1s at preſent building a griſt- 
mill below the fall. 


THREE RIVERS POINT AND 'SQUIRE BINGHAM. | 


There exiſt few unpleaſant ſituations in this 
world, Which may not be conſidered? in a leſs un- 
favourable point of view ; an exerciſe of imagi- 
nation, with which, for ſome time paſt, I have 
tolerably familiariſed myſelf. The benefit ariſing 
from a bad reſting- place is the acceleration of the 
moment of departure. Mr. Vanallen, who ſatis- 
fied Penier's demand with many careſſes of the 
little ones, with compliments to the grown up 
8 members of the family, and with a ſmall preſent 
of chocdlate for Peniers himſelf, haſtened to ſet 
off. We went on board before five o'clock . in 
the morning. After a navigation, which ran con- 
ſtantly between woods, and in the courſe of which 
we ſaw, in a tract of country of eleven miles in 
length, not one felled tree, we reached at laſt, 
partly by rowing, and partly by puſhing the veſlel 
= the _ of the An Rivers, All ſuper- f 
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fluous people were here obliged to leave the veſſel. 
Mr. Vanallen, therefore, as well as myſelf, went 


on ſhore, and repaired to a ſmall cottage, where 
we found a family, but very lately recovered 
from the ague, and at preſent buſied in mowing a 


meagre looking field of wheat. Theſe good peo- 


ple, who haye no neighbours, are neceſſitated to 


do every thing themſelves. Of eight children, 


who compoſe this family, the oldeſt, who is nine 


years old, is alone able to aſſiſt them a little. 
They have neither rakes, harrows nor ſcythes; 

and yet it is better to ſacrifice three fourths of 
their harveſt, than to loſe the whole. Theſe poor 


people, who have lived here a twelvemonth, were 


conſtantly troubled with the ague. They poſ- 
ſieſſed one thouſand two nd acres of land, 

fix hundred of which were, by the ſtate of New 
York, given to the huſband, who had ſerved in 
the army, and the other fix hundred he pur- 


chaſed two years ago for ten ſhillings an acre, 
but was compelled by extreme diſtreſs to ſell 
again three hundred, with the ſmall profit of two 
ſhillings per acre. The good people cultivate a 


carden ; they exchanged fome vegetables for a 
tew pounds of pork, with which Mr. Vanallen 


was readier to accommodate them from an op1- 
nion, that his recovery depends on the uſe of 


_ freſh proviſion, r ſeem to be good and in- 


duſtrious 
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duſtrious people; the wife, though mother of 
eight children, and ſcarcely recovered from the 
ague, is yet handſome. They preſented me 


with ſome potatoes and cucumbers, and declined | 


accepting any payment. 


After the rapids had been paſſedt not with 
conſiderable trouble, we returned on board, and 


purſuing our voyage with leſs obſtruction than 


before, we at length reached the point, where 
the Oſwego river joins the Onondago, which 


| proceeds from the ſmall lakes, changes its name, 


and aſſumes that of the river Oneida. - Theſe 


appellations ſhould rather be reverſed. As we. 


worked up the ſtream, the river Oneida flowing 


out of the lake of that name, meets the Onon- 


dago, which falls into it, and is now called O1- 


vego; but I write as I travel. 


The whole tract of land, which we have tra- 
verſed ſince we left Oſwego, hes in the county 


of Onondago, which extends as far as Lake 
| Oneida, contains nearly one million eight hun- 
dred thouſand acres of excellent land ; and yet, 
according to the laſt computation, has no more 


than three thouſand inhabitants. ; 
The Three Rivers Point, which is the name af 


this place, is a very intereſting ſpot. The navi- 


gation, by which the proviſion from the diſtri 


of Geneſlee 1 is convey ed acroſs the lakes, and the 


ſalt 
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falt from the brine-ſpring, near the borders of | 
Onondago, here joins that by which the provi- 2 
ſion is procured on the Mohawk River from 
Albany and all the eaſtern provinces. The na- 
vigation between Albany and the Lakes of Ge- 

neſſee has hitherto been far more frequent than | 

from any of theſe points to Lake Ontario. But 


the time cannot be diſtant, when this ſpot, 4 
where at preſent ſtands no building but an inn, 1 
will become the ſite of an important town. As bl 
yet, it is one of the moſt unhealthy ſpots in a 
country by no means remarkable for ſalubrity. _ 4 
Our Squire, who had purchaſed in Kingſton flour 4 


for ſix dollars a barrel, and pork for ſixpence a 
pound, and from the connivance or extraordinary 8 
blindneſs of the Engliſh officers, conveyed it to 
the River Oſwego, thought now of ſelling it here 
with conſiderable profit. He had already diſpoſed 
of ſome barrels of flour for cight dollars a barrel 
at the Oſwego. Falls, and intended to tranſmit his 
whole cargo to Saltſprings, where he hoped to 
ſell it for ten dollars a barrel. But he learned 
| here, that the meeting, relative to the treaty with 
the Indians, was not to take place; that the 
country was full of proviſion ; that it was fold 
at a much lower price than he demanded ; and 
that ſpecie was very ſcarce. He was, therefore, 
neceſſitated to give up his fond hopes, and em- 
| 11: : T | brace 
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brace the reſolution of proceeding ſomewhat : 
farther in queſt of purchaſers. e 
I entertained ſome hope that, on account of 5 
this diſappointment, we . ſhould this afternoon 
proceed ſome miles farther, when a veſſel arriy- 
ed, on board of which were Meſſrs. REeNSELAER, 
HexRy, and STou'rs, all inhabitants of Albany 
of great reſpectability. The firſt was not yet per- 
fectly recovered from a fever, which had leſt 
him in ſome meaſure, but ſtill carried all the 
ſymptoms of an intermittent. Theſe gentlemen : 
intended not to proceed farther. Mr. Vanallen 
propoſed to delay his departure until the next 
morning, to travel in their company - he intro- 
duced us to them, and a glaſs of good wine, 
which they carried with them (they travelled all _ 
much at their caſe), conſoled Dupetitthouars as 
well as myſelf for this new delay. 
Every one in the houſe was ill. The landlord, 
another Squire, was juſt recovered from the 
ague; but his wife was ſtill indiſpoſed with it, 
and in bed. His children and ſervants were in 
the ſame ſituation, and ſo was a pretty young 
woman, about twenty years old, whom we ſup- 5 
poſed to be married, becauſe ſhe ſuckled an in- 
| tant of two months; but this, alas! was the un 
fortunate offspring of her love for a young man, 
who, under a promiſe of marriage, had ſeduced 
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and afterwards stel her. All theſe people | 
lay ill in the room where we were to dine and 
ſleep; for it was the only room in the houſe. The 
new comers, who brought with them a very tight 5 
tent, declared that they would rather paſs the 
night under this tent, than breathe the noxious 
air of this houſe. Mr. Vanallen, ſtruck with a 
dread of a relapſe of the ague, ordered his tent, | 
which conſiſted only of his ſail, to be pitched on 
the banks of the river; and we wrapped our- 
ſelves up, as uſual, in our blankets. 

I had juſt fallen aſleep, when I was —_— by 
the landlord, who called me Doctor. Having ob- 
ſerved, in the courſe of the day, that I concerned 
myſelf about his patients, and carefully enquired 
into the particulars of their indiſpoſition, and 
their treatment, he concluded that I muſt needs 
be a phyyigins. 0 Doctor,“ ſad he, © for God's 
ſake, get up! unleſs you immediately relieve the 
young woman ſhe will certainly die. The Doctor, 
| who was here cight days ago, left her ſome medi- 
cine, which was to laſt till this day, and he ſaid 
would cure her. She is much worſe now, and the 
medicine is all gone. Pray do give her ſome- 
thing, that ſhe may not die.” Though I was a 
long while debating with myſelf, whether or no 
I was to accept the title of Doctor, and at length 
aſſured him, chat I hed no claim to that title, yet 

| ; Squire 


| NORTH AMERICA, CANADA, . 17 


"Squire BIxeHaAu, miſtaking my modeſty for il 5 
nature or drowſineſs, inſiſted on my adminiſtering 
relief to the young woman. Fortunately it ſo haps 
pened, that in my ſaddle-bag I had ſome James's 
powder, which Mr. BoRDLEY was ſo kind as to 
procure me before my departure from Philadel- 
phia. From an opinion, that in theſe deſperate 
| circumſtances it might perhaps be of ſervice, I 
_ declined with leſs obſtinacy to anſwer the con- 
fidence repoſed in me by the good man. He 
conducted me to the bed of the patient, who, 1 
found, was ſwoln, covered with petechia, and 
delirious; under theſe circumſtances my James's 
powder nd do no harm. But unfortunately I 
had loſt the printed direction, pointing out the 
doſc, a correct knowledge of which I ſtood much 
in need of, as I had never before ſeen it uſed, and 
this was the reaſon why Mr. Bordley gave me 
the above direction. By ſhewing any irreſolu- 
tion I ſhould have leſſened the confidence, which, 
though very undeſervedly placed in me, I wiſhed 
to preſerve. With a tolerable degree of aſſurance 
I gave her twenty grains in a glaſs of Madeira, 
which the patient took with implicit confidence. 
Four hours had ſcarcely elapſed, when the en- 
raptured Squire waked me again, to announce 
the good ſucceſs of my preſcription. It had 
produced a ſtrong perſpiration and eyacuations, 
Vor. II. „„ Which 
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which the Phyſician of Onondago had, theſe 


eight days paſt, in vain endeavoured to procure. 
In the following morning, previouſly to my de- 
parture, I gave her ten grains more, left her an- 
other doſe, and departed loaded with the bleſſings 
of the unfortunate young woman, who kiſſed my 
hands, my coat, and would not let me go. I 


gave Mr. Bingham, who conſulted me alſo, ſome 


bark, and left Three Rivers Point, carrying with _ 
me the thanks of all the people in the houſe, leav- 


ing behind a diſtinguiſhed reputation for medical 
talents, and enjoying the happineſs of having ac- 
cidentally done ſome good by my advice. The 


unlucky ſtars of the young woman, whom Mr. 


Bingham took into his houſe eight months before, 


had conducted her ſeducer into the inn, who ag- 


gravated his former offence by uſing her ill in her 


preſent ſituation. He arrived on board a veſlel 


bound for the diſtrict of Geneſſee, whither he was 
going in queſt of labour; and his conduct had 


thrown my poor patient into convulſions, which : 


my powder completely conquered. On my re- 
turir to Philadelphia, it will be eaſily conceived, 
1 ceded all the honour of the cure to Mr. Bordley, 
who made me ſhudder at the medical experi- 
ment I had made. He told me, that in no cure 
whatever James's powder ſhould be given in a 
larger doſe than ſeven grains; but I had ſaved the 

— poor 
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poor woman, whoſe life, by a ſtrict obſervance of 


the E 5 = Pro have been 


loſt. 

The pol on which the inn ſtands, belongs to 
'Squire Bingham, who alſo poſſeſſes a few acres 
contiguous to the building, and a conſiderable 
quantity of land at ſome diſtance from it. All 
theſe lands would be tolerably good, but for their 
marſhy, low, and flat ſituation, which expoſes 
them to frequent inundations. The water 1s abo- 


* mainable; and the air bad. 


ROTTERDAM AND LAKE ONEIDA.—MR. DE 

| VATINES. | | 

The bann to Lake Oneida was attended * 
= leſs difficulties, than that of the preceding days; 
we found it excellent, travelling in the company 


of the gentlemen of Albany, one of whom was 


þ brother to the Deputy- governor of New York, 
the ſecond one of the richeſt merchants of Albany, 
and the third a very reſpectable lawyer; their be- 

. baviour was frank and polite. We ſtopped at 
Fort Brompton at the entrance of the lake. This 
ſtructure alſo is ſurrounded with palliſadoes, erect- 
| ed laſt year; it ſtands at the foot of an ancient 

_ entrenchment, conſtructed by the Engliſh durin 

the American war, on an advantageous ground, 

commanding the entrance of the lake, The work 
8 C was 
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was thrown up in a zigzag figure ; but from the 


remains no diſtinct idea can be formed, how the 
cannon could be pointed to advantage. All the 


antiquities of this country conſiſt in the remains 
of forts, built in the wars of 1776 or 1750. Fancy 
muſt live in future ages, to find occupation in this 


infant country ; paſt ages can exiſt here only for 


generations not yct born. 


The proprietor of the houſe had gone to Rot- 


terdam three days before. A girl of fourteen was 


left behind to take care of the houſe, and of a 
little brother, who was ſick, and whom ſhe ac- 


tually nurſed with a ſolicitude truly affecting. 
The girl, poor thing, did all ſhe could for our ac- 


commodation, but nothing was to be procured. 


We ſhould have been obliged to content ourſelves 7? 


with a tew ſmall potatoes, which we pulled up 
in the fields, if the Indians, who were encamped | 
on the oppoſite bank of. the river, had not brought 
us a large pike, which they had caught in he 
morning with a harpoon. 

Our ſeamen, worn out with fatigue, refuſed at 


firſt to proceed the ſame evening to Rotterdam, 


ten miles farther up the lake. But from the ſcan- 
tineſs of our proviſion, they altered their mind, 
thinking, that they might be better off in that 
place. Rotterdam is an infant ſettlement, formed 
but ten months ago. Mr. SCHREIBER, a rich 0 


Dutch 
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Dutch merchant, poſſeſſes a large tract of land 5 
extending from Lake Ontario to Lake Oneida. 
He fixed upon the mouth of Bruce-creek as the 


ſite of the chief place, and another ſettlement he 
has formed on Little Salmon-creek, two miles 


x " ; : hs 
from Lake Ontario. Bruce-creek continues na- 


| vigable ſome miles farther up. Mr. Schreiber 


has made a road from Rotterdam to his new town; 


but all theſe ſettlements are yet of no import- 


ance. The whole city of Rotterdam, to which 
| the founder has given that name in honour of his 
native place, conſiſts of about twenty houſes. The 


dams, which he conſtructs for two mills he is 
building, have coſt him conſiderable ſums of 
money; hitherto he has proved rather unſuc- 
ceſsful in the conſtruction of theſe dams, and has 
ſeveral times been neceſſitated to recommence 
them a-new. The griſt-mill is not yet finiſhed ; 


the dams ſeem not to be of ſufficient ſtrength for 


the maſs of water, which they are deſtined to 
encloſe and direct. Some very expenſive works, 
which he has erected at the entrance of the creek, 


| have contributed but very little to render them 


more commodious. The money, which Mr 
Schreiber has expended on buildings and roads, i is 


eſtimated at eight thouſand dollars. If they were 
_ conſtructed on good principles, this money would 
have been well ſpent. He is now building a 


CS haandſome 
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handibme houſe of | joiner's ; work, * he in- 
tends to keep a ſtore, in company with two part- 

ners, who are to manage this concern, to have a 
ſhare of the profits, and to act as his agents in 

every branch of the buſineſs. A ſtore or ſhop 

affords here, as indeed it does all over America, 


4 


the beſt income, which a man can procure, who 
incurs a conſiderable expence in forming a new 
ſettlement. Mr. Schreiber, by means of his ſtore, 
obtains all the money back, which he expends 
for his building, &c. He ſells his brandy for four 
ſhillings and ſixpence a quart, rum for three ſhil- | 
. lings and ſixpence, flour for ſixpence a pound, 
and ten dollars and half a barrel, for which he 
pays no more than ſeven dollars. The profit, he 
obtains by the ſale of other proviſion, is ſtill more 
| © conſiderable. The land, which eighteen months 
IL ago he purchaſed for one dollar an acre, coſts now | 
three, but is not much ſought after. The pre- 
ſent ſettlers come from New England and the 1 
\ environs of Albany. 
The partners of Mr. Schreiber in ed to his 
| ſtore are Dutchmen, like himſelf. Their ſhop- 
man is a mulatto, who at the ſame time acts as 
phyſician and gardener, and ſeems to have re- 
ceived a liberal education. He is ſaid to be a 
82 brother of Mr. WELTEH, one of the partners. 
| Labourers wages are at Rotterdam four ſhillings 
| a day 


———— — — — 
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a * with board, or ſix thillings and ſixpence 
without it. For the bread for our own conſump- 
tion we paid nine-pence a pound, about eighteen 


French ſous; its uſual price is ſixpence. Freſh. 
meat, when it can be procured, coſts eight- pence 


a pound. But theſe kinds of proviſion are ſcarce, 


notwithſtanding the great number of workmen, 


employed by Mr. Schreiber, and conſequently 


dear. Fevers are as prevalent in this part of the 


country, as in any we have hitherto traverſed. 

Mr. Vanallen found here an opportunity o 
ſelling his Whole cargo, as well as one of his veſ- 
ſels, but at a lower price than he hoped to ob- 


| tain. His flour he ſold here for eight dollars a 
barrel, and at the Oſwego- falls for eight dollars 


and a quarter. He goncluded this bargain with 


ſeveral ſhop-keepers, and as it took up the whole 


morning, we gained ſufficient time to viſit a 


| Frenchman, who enjoyed the reputation of being 


a very {kilful gardener. Although we found him 


buſied in gathering potatoes and onions, yet both 


his phyſiognomy and demeanour marked him as 
2 man of ſome diſtinction; and we ſoon learned 


from him, that not long ago, he poſſeſſed a viſ- 


count's eſtate in the neighbournood of Liſle. 
His father had ſpent a part of his property; he 


himſelf was rather prodigal, and ſold for this 
reaſon his ſmall eſtate for twenty-four thouſand 
C4 © mn 
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lvres, before the French revolution broke out, to 


try his fortune with this money in America. 


Having ſunk this ſum alſo, in imprudent enter- 
priſes and uſeleſs expence, he was at length obliged 
to reſort to agriculture for his livehhood. His 


name is VATINES, and he has already reſided 


three years in the neighbourhood of Lake Oneida. 


A whole twelvemonth he paſſed with the In- 


dians, whom he highly praiſes, and afterwards 


reſided with his wife alone on an iſland in the 


lake, where he cleared about twenty acres of land. 


About fifteen months ago he ſettled in Rotter- 
| dam, where Mr. Schreiber fold him one hundred 


acres on very fair and reaſonable terms. By his 


_ own confeſſion, the various changes of his place 


of reſidence, have been regulated by the incon- 
ſtancy of his character, rather than by mature de- 


liberation. He is about thirty; years old, ſprightly, 


obliging, always merry, inured to labour, and 
never troubleſome with complaints of his fate. 


But he is prejudiced againſt the Americans, on 
account of their unfair dealings in the courſe of 


buſineſs, as he ſays, and eſpecially, becauſe they 
are extremely dull and melancholy. He lives, 
however, on very good terms with all the inha- 


bitants of Rotterdam; though, in his judgment, 
they are even worſe than other Americans. He 
aſſiſts them in their buſineſs, accepts their aſſiſt- 


ance 
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ance in his buſineſs, and ſells them 2 the higheſt 


5 poſſible rate the produce of his ſmall garden, 


which is well cultivated and ſtocked with culi- 


nary plants. He was extremely pleaſed with ſee- 


ing his countrymen, and offered us all the vege- 


tables in his garden, without accepting a ſhilling 
in return. All his ideas are fixed on France, and 
on the moment, when peace ſhall allow him to 


return into a country, which he prefers to any 


| other. Dry bread in France he would not ex- 
change for property and wealth in any other part 


of the globe. This frame of mind is common to 
all Frenchmen. With the utmoſt concern he 


enquired after news relative to the armies of 
France and their ſucceſſes. To judge by our con- 

verſation with him, he, ſeems to poſſeſs more ac- 
tivity than judgment. His ſentiments concern- 


ing the French revolution are thoſe of an honeſt 


_ Frenchman. He poſſeſſed ſome books, the choice 
of which was much to his credit Monteſquieu, 
Buffon, Corneille, and a great variety of travels. 


After having made away with his jewels, his 


 cloaths and his linen, he was at laſt obliged to 
part with his library at half the price, which they 


would have fetched even in New York or Phila- 
delphia. The keeper of the ſtore was the only 
man within a ſpace of two hundred miles, who 


rich 
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* * 


al Wale who had ſettled a few miles 


from Rotterdam. We wiſhed to ſee Madame 
VATINES; ſhe i is about twenty- four years of age, 


pretty and good; her eyes are beautiful; her look 


has much ſweetneſs and expreſſion, and it ſeems 


that ſhe, like many other wives, loves her huſ- 


band with more tenderneſs, than he returns. Nor 


ſhould I anywiſe be ſurpriſed, if the expreſſions 


and light tone of her huſband ſhould inſpire her 
with jealouſy, although he appears to be much 

attached to her. She is mother of three children, 
the oldeſt. of whom is ten years old ; ſhe is of a 
mild and cheerful diſpoſition, ſenſible and judici- 
ous. She makes hay, bakes bread, cooks, and 
yet her hands are very handſome. She is as little 


| pleaſed with America as her huſband, eſpecialiy | 


the environs of Lake Oneida : and ſhe encourages 
him in the deſire of reſiding at leaſt in the ſame 
place with ſome other French families. She felt 


much pleaſure in our company, and enjoyed with 


us, ſhe ſaid, more happineſs in a quarter of an 


hour, than ſhe would with Americans, if ſhe 


lived ten years among them. This ſort of aver- 
ſion, or this diſlike of Americans, is common to 
all the Frenchmen, you meet with in this part of 


the globe. However roughly they may have 


been handled by fate, they demand pleaſing forms, 


355 Pen of cxpreion, mildneſs, chearfulneſs, 


and 


*. 
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and a frank and open demeanour. Their raſh- 


neſs in forming opinions, and their prejudices, 
never leave them. Although they may without 
injuſtice entertain the opinion, that the outward 


appearance of the Americans 1s leſs pleaſing than 


ours; yet they are certainly unjuſt in contending, 


that they are leſs honeſt, than other people. No- 


thing, that has come within my obſervation, can 


juſtity ſuch an opinion. We learned from Mr, 
Voatines, that Mr. DesT1aRDINs, and not the 
| Abbe Degjardins, as we were told at Niagara, had 
bought of Mr. MacoMBE of Paris three hundred 
thouſand acres of land, along the banks of the 
Black River in Hunger-bay, in company with 


two other Frenchmen, one of whom, Mr. Faron, 


an architect, was lately drowned, in crofling the 
Black River. They are now ſurveying theſe lands, 


on which they intend to form large ſettlements. 


Mr. Desjardins is ſaid to be a man of conſider- 
able property; he is married, and at preſent en- 
gaged in building a houſe in Albany. All theſe 
particulars we learned from Mr. Vatines, whom 
ve left with the promiſe of a mutual kind re- 
membrance. Rotterdam ſtands on the borders 


z of the county of Herkemer, to which it belongs. | 
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| WOOD-CREEK. 


Lake Ouldida 1 15 twenty- eight miles in 1 8 


about eighteen of which remain yet to be crofled, 


before we leave 1t. You ſee not one building, or 


any ſettlement along the banks of the lake, ex- 
cepting a farm- Boule built by Mr. VAN DEKAMP 
(the ſame who bought Mr. Vatines's books), and 

ſituated five miles from Rotterdam. Endleſs 
foreſts, an indifferent ſoil, and no eminence, ap- 
pear towards the north. The country riſes more 


ſouthwards, where mountains come in view, at 
the diſtance of ten or twelve miles, in a direc- 
tion parallel to the lake. Theſe mountains are 
the ſame, which we ſaw on Lake Ontario, on 


our way from Kingſton to Oſwego. Lake Oneida 

is from five to fix miles in breadth. On its ſouth- 
_ eaſt bank, a few miles from the ſhore, ſtands the 

Indian village of Oneida. This nation is now 

engaged in concluding a treaty, by which it is to 

ſell the country, ſouth of Oneida-lake, called the 

| Oneida Reſervation, to the ſtate of New York. 


I am not acquainted with the conditions of this 


treaty ; all I know is, that the nation are to re- 


tain a tract of land of twelve ſquare miles in ex- 


tent, which is to be ſecured to them by all poſ- 
ſible means, together with the right of a free 


fiſhery in the lake. But a few years ago, the Oneida 
Indians 


8 
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Indians were poſſeſſors of the immenſe extent of 
| country, which is now in the hands of the Ame- | 
rican ſpeculators in land. That theſe lands ſhould 
come into ſuch hands, as-are able to put them 
into a good condition, can be no matter of regret, 
eſpecially as the Indians conſent to it. But might 
it not be poſſible, to form ſettlements amidſt theſe 
people, to civilize them by agriculture, and to 
inſtruct them by example? This tribe, it is aſ- 
ſerted, encreaſes rather than decreaſes in num- 
bers. If this were true, it would be the only in- 
ſtance among all the Indian nations, yet known, 
and deſerves encouragement. Civilization is ſaid 
to have already, in ſome meaſure, gained ground 
among the Indians, and agriculture to have reach- 
cd a higher degree of perfection with them than 
: 1n any other tribe. The negociations, we were 
informed, meet, however, with obſtructions, 
which are likely to impede a ſucceſsful iſſue. Ge- 
neral SCHUYLER, who conducts them on the part 
of the United States, and who intends to pur- 
chaſe all the land on his own account, experiences 
a ſtrong oppoſition from TIAOTHY P1CKERING, 
the Secretary of State, who is ſaid to be diſpleaſed, 
that he himſelf cannot come in for a ſhare in 
the propoſed indemnification. Theſe particulars, 
which I have from perſons, who think them- 
ſelves well-informed, may yet be mere ſcandal- 
ous 
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ous reports, although they oy no improbabilit : 


with them.* 


We counted on advancing a few miles on the 


| Wood-creek, before we ſhould ſtop, when we 


fell in with our company from Albany, who had 


halted at the mouth of the lake. A fit of the ague 
had obliged Mr. Van Renſclaer to put a period 
to this day's journey at two o'clock in the after- 
noon. The gentlemen propoſed to us, to ſtop 
| likewiſe; our conductor accepted the propoſal, 
and our conſent was a matter of courſe. We 


paſſed the night in ſcratching, rather than in ſleep; 
for the marangouins and other ſmall gnats are 


more numerous and troubleſome, along the banks 
of the Wood-creek, than in any other part of 


theſe wilderneſſes. We were obliged to ſend 


for water, to a ſpring, which was known to the 
people on board our veſſel, but three miles diſtant. 
This water, though bad in itſelf, was excellent 
in compariſon with the muddy, mephitic and 
ſtagnant water of Wood-creek, and, with rum, 
was drinkable. Our dinner conſiſted of ſome 
potatoes, which were left from our laſt meal at 


*The negociations, mentioned by the author, actuallyß 
led to the treaty of 1795, by which the Oneida nation ſold 


the Oneida reſervation to the ſtate of New York, for an 
annuity of three thouſand five hundred and hifty-tx wo dollars. 


— ranſl. | | 


Rotterdam : 


*% 


We 
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Rotterdain ; we had plenty of biſcuit] pad al- 
though we were badly off in every reſpe&, 8 
we found, that things ane be worſe. 


CANADA CREEK. 
Wood-creek i is the ſmall ſtream of Lake Onei- 


da; at its mouth it is ſcarce ſixteen yards in 
breadth, and ſomewhat farther up hardly eight. 
The courſe of this creek being a continued ſer- 
pentine winding, the diſtance from its ſource to 
the mouth, which in a ſtraight line is eſtimated 
at forty miles, is trebled by theſe meanders. It 
is under contemplation to conſtruc a canal, in- 
tended to cut off ſeveral of theſe windings, and 
to retain a part of its preſent channel. The mo- 


XZ Aderate mals of water, contained in this ſtream, is 


| alſo obſtructed by a conſiderable number of trees, 
| rootedout and ſwept along g by the ſtream in ſpring 
| and autumn, when it overflows its banks. It > 
with great difficulty a veſſel works her way 
through theſe incumbrances. This ſluggiſh river 
has probably taken its name from the great num- 
ber of trunks of trees, which obſtruct the naviga- 
tion, and rot in the water; for, otherwiſe, it has 
no better claim to the name of Wood-creek, than 
all other ſmall rivers and lakes in America, which 
in general flow through woods. This navigation 
is, in my opinion, far more troubleſome, than that 
of 


1 ped 
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of the ee at leaſt it is equally Þ; and it can 
hardly be expected, that the propoſed canal, were 


it even finiſhed, and kept in good repair, ſhould 


for ever remove the impediments, which obſtruct 


the navigation. Throughout the whole courſe 
of this creck, it receives only the waters of Canada 
Creek ; which, excepting for two months in the 
year, diſcharges into it but a ſmall quantity of 
water. But, in ſpring, it riſes in ſo extraordinary 


a degree, that the trees, under which we are now 


paſſing along, and the branches of which hang - 


two feet above our heads, were, laſt May, covered 


with water in ſuch a manner, that the ſame veſ- 
ſel, in which we now find ourſelves, at that time 
paſſed over the trees, without noLicng their exiſt- 


ence. 

On the im of veſſels | in c Creek, — 
muſt be unloaded to paſs nine or ten mules far- 
ther, the laſt two of which cannot be paſſed at 


all, if the miller, who poſſeſſes a mill at the en- 7 


trance of the creek, allow not his water to flow 


into the creek, which he ſometimes refuſes. The 


cargoes of the veſlels are tranſported in waggons, 
about ten or eleven miles; the paſſengers travel 


over the ſame ground, as they chooſe, or as they 
can. The veſſels themſelves, when they have ap- 
proached the ſource of Wood-creek within one 


or two miles, are put on Waggons, to paſs the 
interval, 
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interval, which ſeparates the lake we have juſt 
left from Mohawk River, where they are inunches 
again. 
Although our party had formed the bold re- 

ſolution of puſhing on to the head of Mohawk 
River, we halted at Canada Creek, reſolved to let. 
the veſſel proceed onwards in moonſhine, and to 
purſue, ourſelves, the voyage on the next morn- 
ing at break of day. The ſoil was all along of a 
black colour and excellent quality; although it 

did not cover the rocky ground to any conſider- 
| { able depth. | ; 
nn the whole courſe of our navigation on the 
| Wood-creek, twenty-four miles in length, we 
* Haw not one building, and found but one ſpring, 
called Oakorchard, which was four minutes fill- | 
ing a ſmall glaſs, and the water of which was 
but of a middling quality. 


1 FORT STANWIX. 


In the evening we generally ſay, we ſhall be 
awake early in the morning. But this frequently 
not being the caſe, a fatiguing journey is pro- 
tracted in a tedious manner, and a good night- 
lodging is more ſeldom obtained in a country, 

where in general ſuch lodging is exceedingly rare. 
This inconvenience, however, cannot poſſibly be 
 ayoided by a numerous party, compoſed of people 

You, 1: „ Jlabouring 
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labouring under infirmities and fond of eaſe. Our 

veſſels had not yet ſtarted at fix in the morning; 
the waggons had not yet arrived; and it was 
ſeven o'clock before we left Mr. GiLBERT's inn, 
which we found tolerably good, and which-would 
have been much better, had our company been 
leſs numerous. Rotterdam we had left full of | 

| ſick people; We were now about fifty miles from 


it, had ſeen no other. houſe ; and the firſt we en- 
| tered was no leſs an Aer, The landlady, 
#48 | the maid, the man-ſervant, were all indiſpoſed 
With the ague, and the few neighbours of the inn 
| were in the ſame ſituation, as the Gilbert family. 
Wh. The land along Wood-creek, which is not of 
great value, being ſubject to inundation, coſts 
Wi: three dollars the acre. The price of that about 
. | Gilbert's houſe is five dollars, and it is but of mid- 


. dling quality. The conſtruction Of the canal in- i | 


duces the proprietors to raiſe the price of the land, 
though it is not frequently ſought after ; and in 
truth, Tam at a loſs to conceive, how any one 
can be tempted to inhabit the banks of this mi- 
ſerable creek. Meſſrs. Van Renſelaer and Van- 
allen, the two ſick members of our party, made 
the tour on horſeback; Mr. Henry, Mr. Stouts, 
and myſelf, travelled on foot; and Dupetit- 
thouars, paſſionately fond of veſſels and naviga- 
tion, followed the boats to help them along. 
Since 
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Since we began to travel 3 not a moment 
has paſſed, but I have congratulated myſelf on my 


travelling in his company; he is the moſt quiet, 


cheerful, and pleaſant companion; he plays with 
children, conderſes with exquiſite ſenſe with men, 


who deſerve his notice; drinks with, officers, and _ 
rows with ſcamen—ever brave, ever ſimple, and 


for this reaſon proſpering, in fome mcaſure, N 
Where. | | 

- The hole tract of country, through ke 
this river flows, from one extremity to the other, 
1s called Fort Stanwix, and takes its name from 
a fort, erected for the protection of the com- 


munication between the two ends of the river. 


Colonel Sr. LEG, in order to attack this fort, 
attempted the difficult navigation of Wood- 


creek, ſtill more obſtructed by the trees, which 
the Americans had purpoſely thrown into the 


ſtream. He ſucceeded in penctrating to the fort, 
which he beſieged, but the intelligence of the 
capture of General BuRGOYNR's army put a 
ſpeedy end to the ſiege. I learned from General 
Simcoe, that on this retreat the Engliſh troops 
loft more men from the Indians firing on them, 


than from the purſuit of the Americans. We 
| halted on the ſpot where Wood-creck entirely 
_ ceaſes to be navigable, very near to its ſource. 


The 1 inn of Mr. STERNEY was full of people 
DY 1 indiſpoſed 
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| indifpoſed with the ague. The whole elk 
bood was crowded with others in the ſame con- 
dition; and, by his account, numbers of travellers 
are daily arriving, who have not eſcaped the in- 
fluence of the tainted air and of the contagion, 
which prevails in the diſtrict of Geneſſee. Within 
this laſt fortnight the flux has joined the fever, 


already ſufficiently dreadful in itſelf ; it rages with 

all the violence of an epidemical diſeaſe, and car- 
ries off a great many people. At every door, at 
which. we ſtopped, we obſerved the ſame yellow 


paleneſs in every face, and received the ſame ac- 
counts. Having, at length, reached the place on 


the river Mohawk, where we were to embark, 
we found Mr. Renſelaer 1 in a fit of the ague. An 
hour after, arrived the mate of Mr. Vanallen's 
veſſel, ſeized with the ſame illneſs, and laſt of all 
came Dupetitthouars, the Hercules of our party, 
complaining of pains in his limbs, head-ache, and 
cold ſhiverings. The poor man had felt theſe | 
ſymptoms theſe two days, but concealed it from 


me, leſt I ſhould repeat my earneſt entreaties to 
him, not to undergo ſuch exceſſive fatigue. Every 


one of our party, who felt not quite ſick, began 
now to examine, whether he were not decerved 
in his opinion of being well; the fear of being at- 

tacked by the univerſal contagion was openly con- 


feſſed; and the whole converſation turned upon 


the 
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the means of eſcaping it, on the moſt wholeſome 


food, and the beſt remedies. Our whole day was 
ſpent ; in this manner ; for our veſſels, which had 
ſet out at ſeven o'clock in the morning, did not. - 


arrive until nine in the evening. The great num- 


ber of the ſick in the country, attention to the 
patients of our own party, and the waiting for 
the veſſels, prevented me from collecting infor- 


mation. What little intelligence I obtained is as 
follows: — The land on the Mohawk River coſts 
five dollars an acre. The ſettlers in this town- 
ſhip, which was formed ſix or ſeven years ago, 
come moſt of them from Connecticut; among 
theſe are many Methodiſts, Baptiſts and Epiſco- 


palians; but the major part are Preſbyterians. 
Divine ſervice is performed in private houſes, 
and pretty regularly attended ; but from want of 


Preachers all the prayers are read ſucceſhvely by 
a member of the congregation ; Ten in this c con- 


en the whole ſervice. : 


MAYER'S TAVERN.—MOHAWK RIVER. 


I had cheriſhed a hope, that Dupetitthouars's 
_ fufferings would be finiſhed in half a day, and 
that this would be the only puniſhment for the 
exceſſive fatigue, which he had very imprudently 
undergone. But the ague has actually made its 
appearance, with all the ſymptoms which charac- 
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terize this malady. * ſituation 18 extremely 
unpleaſant, unprovided as we are with any means 
of aſſiſtance. Although exhauſted by fatigue, 
and ſcorched by the ſun, from which nothing 
can protect us in this vexatious veſſel, we have 
yet not been in a bed for theſe eight days paſt. 
Independently of my apprehenſion for my com- 
panion, I moſt devoutly with to ſee the end of 
this paſſage, and yet our arrival in Albany is con- 
tinually delayed by new obſtructions. The navi- 
gation of the Mohawk River is fortunately not 
like that of the rivers, we have. paſſed lately. We 
0 deſcend gently with the ſtream; and although its 
channel is in ſome places obſtructed with trees, 
| te _ yet they may be caſily cleared. It receives many 
l ſmall creeks and ſprings, the water of which 1 18 
excellent; for theſe four days paſt we had not met 
With any tolerable water. The ſoil is good all 
along the way we have travelled, but grows bet- 
ter, in proportion as you procced to a greater diſ- 
tance from the ſource of the ſtrcam. The ſettle- 
Ul ments are more numerous, eſpecially « on the right 
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bank. Ten miles farther on, they begin likewiſe 
to be ſo on the left bank; and here the com- 
munication between the ſettlers on both ſides 
is kept up by wooden bridges. Ten miles from 
Fort Stanwix, the price of land 1s from. five to ſix 
dollars feuer A great part is leaſed out for 
T1 as 
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lite; the leſſec agrees to pay the proprietor a cer- 
tain, ſum per -acre, as long as he cultiy ates, it. 

he leaſe is gencrally granted for three liy es, 
which he can chooſe at pleaſure, or for his own 
life and the lives of his children. The man, in 
whoſe houſe we breakfaſted, holds one hundred 
acres by this tenure, but not from the firſt owner; 
and thus without havi ing had the right of chooſ- 
ing the lives, the duration of 5 to deter- 
mine the period of his leaſe. Only ninctecn acres 
have been yet cleared, for he ſettled here only 
fifteen months ago. Ten of theſe acres, Which 
are ſown with wheat, yield from thirty to thirty- 
five buſhels an acre; a produce, which affords 
him not only ee but alſo a ſufficient over- 
plus to py his rent. 


5 SC HUYLERTOWN. 


The Gitlement of Schuylertown | is 5 the moſt 
conſiderable we have hitherto ſeen, ſince we left 
Wilkfſbarre. It is a tract of country populoully . 
ſettled, rather than an infant ſettlement ; though 
its occupation commenced but in 1785. The 
land, which at that time coſt a few pence the 
acre, and three years ago no more than five dol- 
lars, is now ſold, not only in the vicinity of the 
town, but alſo fifteen miles beyond it, for nineteen 
or twenty dollars per acre. General SCHUYLER 

x: . and 
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and Dr. Bz are the 2 proprietors of a 
great part of theſe lands, which they purchaſed 
from the ſtate. A road from Albany to the diſ- 
trict of Geneſſee, which runs by this town, oc- 
caſions a number of perſons to paſs this way, be- 
| fide thoſe who come by water. Coloniſts from 
New England form the moſt conſiderable part 
of the population of this rich and opulent ſettle- 
ment. The land is excellent, and yields, per 
acre, from twenty-five to thirty buſhels of grain. 
Day-labourers are caſily obtained; their wages 
are generally four ſhillings a day, and ſix ſhillings 
in harveſt. Wheat is cut with the ſickle. The 
Harveſt turns out plentiful, this year 3 ; and the 

price of flour, Which was hitherto nine dollars a 
barrel, has already gotten down. The inhabitants | 
are buſied in gathering in their crops; and the 
country has an nee of r and 

plenty. 
The town conſiſts of about one hundred and 
fifty houſes, many of which are well built; of 
two churches, one belonging to the Preſbyte- 
rians, who are the moſt numerous, and the other 
to members of the Epiſcopal church. The other 
ſects have churches in the ſurrounding country. 
This town is the capital of the county of Herke- 
mer, which, by the laſt computation, contained 
twenty-five thouſand five hundred and twenty- 
5 wear 
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| three inhabitants.“ Both the jail and court- 


houſe were built three years ago; and rates have, 
but very lately, been aſſeſſed, to reimburſe the 
expence. The quotas of the inhabitants are raiſed 

on the ſame principles, as all other taxes, and 
are very trifling. The aggregate ſum of all the 


taxes amounts ſcarcely to ſixpence in the pound. 


One or two paupers, ſupported by voluntary con- 


tributions, conſtitute the whole burthen upon the 
charity of the townſhip. The roads are good; 
the country is beautiſully pleaſant, and almoſt 


entirely cleared. Cattle are reared in great num- 


| bers. Freſh meat may be had at all times, and 


coſts ſixpence a pound. One griſt-mill and three 


ſaw-mills within a ſpace of four miles around 


the town, promote its proſperity. All the pro- 


viſion, which is not conſumed in the country, 
in winter is ſent to Albany. The number of 


houſes may be augmented in the town, but the 
proſperous and flouriſhing condition of the coun- 


try admits of hardly any encreaſe. All the lands 


: along the Mohawk River are of a very good qua- 


ity; the uncleared parts bear none but ſound 
and large trees, and the ground under cultivation 


* The county of Herkemer contains, by the ſtate cenſus 
of 1796, twenty-five thouſand five hundred and ſeventy- 
three inhabitants, of whom four thouſand one hundred and 
ſixty. one are electors. —7ran/lator. 5 

18 
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is extremely productive. The . 18 every- 
wherc high, healthful, well watered, and doubt- 


1 less one of the fineſt parts of the United States. 
4 | Internuttent fevers are not more frequent here, 
* than in all healthy and ſettled countries; few. 
. perſons are afflicted with that diſtemper, but the 
Wn - flux is at this time A ſome ravages among 
| the inen 5 
| 1 5 CERNIAN ILATS. 
þ The German Flats are ftill more beautiful, 
than the country about Schuylertown. This 


1" _ eſtabliſhment was formed about eighty years ago. 
Dutchmen and Germans were the firit ſettlers. 
Since that time other families from Germany and 
Holland have joined the ancient coloniſts, and 
numerous ſettlers continue to arrive from thoſe 
6 parts, as well as other European countries. The 
| German tongue and German manners have been 
preſerved among the families of the original 
planters. Yet this language is not excluſively the 


"if ſpeech of the diſtrict, as in Reading and Lancaſter. 

ill IT be German Flats are famous throughout Ame- 
. rica, on account of their fertility. The fruitful 
Ml! ſioil is from fifteen to twenty feet in depth; the 
Al eminences, which bound theſe low grounds, poſ- 

| | i ſeſs the ſame ſoil; many of them are high moun- 
Ai ö | tains, cultivated up to the ſummits, which 1 in 
1 1 . 5 ſome 
5 


ſome places are crowned with beautiful meadows. 
The ſtaple commodity is wheat; but Indian- 
corn, buck-wheat, water-melons, and gourds, are 
alſo cultivated. All plants are here of an uncom- 
mon ſize, and a peculiar flavour, eſpecially pota- 
toes. They are my favourite food, when I am 
on a journey; eſpecially at preſent, when they 
are the only freſh vegetables, which can be had. 

Moreover, they ſeem to be prophylactics i in the 

| tebrific atmoſphere, in which we are travelling. 

== _ Some lands in the Flats, cloſe to the river, 
; © would not be fold for leſs than one hundred, or 
one hundred and thirty dollars an acre. Cattle 
are here neither numerous nor of a fine breed. 
1 Horſes are reared in the greateſt number; but 
4 thoſe I have ſeen are not remarkable for beauty; 
e | {ſeveral of them are put to a waggon by the far- 5 
: 
n 


mers. The harveſt is uncommonly plentiful; 
and it is here ſpeedily houſed, as labourers may 


i be eaſily procured. But, what a difference be- 
«| tween the grave alſiduity of this people, and the 
6 cheerful, merry, and melodious activity of our 
5 reapers in France! The harveſt is and was there 
We a feaſt, a time of pleaſure as of bleflings. All 
he were content. Old people and children, man 
f- and wife, young men and girls, all participated 
n- m this univerſal, real, noiſy, and contagious 


mirth, which, far from interrupting the labour, 
inſpirited 
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i inſpirited the labourers to greater zeal and exer+ 


tion. The time of hay-making and the vintage 
hat an univerſal joy, charming giddineſs, and 
delightful ſpectacle, did they not afford, fit to 
enrapture the oldeſt breaſt! What nation under- 
| ſtands better to enjoy happineſs, than the amiable 
French? Ah! am Inever to celebrate a harveſt- 
home but on a foreign ſoil ? | 
The corn in the German Flats, although un- 
commonly fine, would be ſtill finer, if the fields 
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were cultivated with more care; the farmers ge- 
| nerally neglect to free them from weeds in ſpring. 
_ ,—_—_ | Noxious plants ſhoot up, therefore, more copi- 
"nl 159 cduſfly, in proportion as the ſoil is richer, and ob - 
Wy | firuct the growth of the corn. The form of the 
WL fields, the expanſe of the banks of the river, and 
| Wh the ſwelling hills and mountains, offer a delight- 
| ful variegated proſpect, the charms of which are 
i 155 heightened by the numerous buildings inter- 
0 ſperſed, of various forms and colours. To an ex- 
9 | tent of twelve or fifteen miles, the right bank 
„ forms an uninterrupted village, of a conſiderable 
11 . 35 depth. Fevers are not frequent here; but the 
flus carries off, at preſent, numbers of people. 
lf 4 Ihe heat is in truth exceſſive, and the fun, which 
if U darts piercing rays, remains long above the hori- 
. 2 0n. The heat is altogether intolerable, expoſed 
11 as we are to it in an open veſſel; and the nights 
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are nearly as troubleſome as the days. Never are 
they cooled by the ſlighteſt breeze, and they are 


ſtill warm with the ſultry heat of the preceding 
day, when the ſun riſes again. This is the hot- 


| teſt weather, I have ever experienced. My ther- 


mometer ſtands in the ſhade generally at ninety- 


three degrees of Fahrenheit ene en one- 
ninth . 


THE CANAL AND LITTLE F ALLS TOWNSHIP. — 
PALATINE. 5 


Seven miles . the German Flats arc the 


Little Falls, which again occaſion a land- carriage 


of three-fourths of a mile. Theſe falls are mere 


violent rapids; ſeveral rocks of different fize nar- 


row the channel of the ſtream ; the conſequent 
agitation of. the water occaſions a foam, and 1n- 
terrupts the navigation. The adjacent country, 
two mules above and below the rapids, 1s alſo full 


of rocks. The foil is ſandy, ſwampy, and rocky; 


ſuch is the nature of this ſpot, a ſtain of the fineſt 
country in the world. Immediately after you 
have paſſed this vein of ſtone, the land is "on 


z as beautiful and fertile as before. 


For theſe three years paſt, the people have been 


buſied in conſtructing a canal, which runs along 


the banks of the rapids, and is intended to re- 
move the 1mpediments, that interrupt the navi- 
gation, 
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gation. A company of gentlemen of conſider- 
able property, ſupported by a great number of 
fubſcribers, have entered upon this undertaking, 
and but very lately obtained a powerful aid from 
the Legiſlature of the State of New York, Which 
has ſubſcribed largely for this enterpriſe. The 
canal, it is aſſerted, is to be finiſhed this year ; and 
ve are aſſured, that it will be accompliſhed very 
ſoon. The work is, however, in my judgment, 
but little advanced; although the whole length 
amounts to no more than three quarters of a mile; 
the progreſs is very flow; and a rock is to be cut 
through. The ſtones, which are dug out, are 
partly made uſe of for erecting a wall three feet 
in height on both ſides of the canal. This wall 
is again covered with earth, which 1 is alſo thrown 
againſt it on both ſides, ſo that it forms a dam, 
the top of which is eight feet in width, and the 
ſlope about thirty. As neither mortar nor any 
other cement is uſed in erecting the wall, it re- 
mains with me a matter of doubt, whether the 
Water will not find its way through the dam, 
and do miſchief. At the beginning of the canal 
two locks have been conſtructed, which are com- 
pletely finiſhed, except that the doors are not yet 
| hung. Theſe locks are built all of wood, the 
foundation as well as the ſides, and the workman- 
ſhips as far as I am able to judge, is very good ; 
* 1 Dutt 
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but J am at a loſs to conceive, why no ſtones are 


made uſe of in the conſtruction of this work, as 
they abound in the ſurrounding country. Two 


hundred and fifty workmen are conſtantly em- 


ployed at the canal, who receive each fix ſhale 
lings a day, without board. Theſe workmen are 


divided into certain companies; a great number 


of them are inhabitants of the neighbourhood, 


but many are alſo Iriſnmen newly arrived, nay 
Iriſh convicts, whoſe conduct is far from being 
beneficial to the country. 


The town of Lattle Falls ele of Ho fifty 


well-built houſes. A corn-mill of an excellent 


conſtruction, and a ſaw-mill, have been erected 
on theſe rapids. 


After a navigation of twenty miles, our Squire 


| ſtopped. near a houſe, which; by his account, was 


fully adequate to indemnity us for the inconve- 


niencies we had ſuſtained the preceding. nights. 


But nothing at all was to be had; a whole hour. 


elapſed before we were able to obtain a bed for 


Dupetitthouars, whoſe illneſs grew conſtantly 


worſe. The floor was aſſigned to us for a reſting 
place; more we could not obtain. This place 


belongs to the townſhip of Palatine ; it is ſeated 
on the left bank of the river, poſſeſſes the ſame 
ſoil, and the ſame honeſt, flow, and dirty Ger- 


mans for inhabitants. This ſettlement Was form- 


ed about ſeventy years Ago: = 
SKENECTADY. 
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f# 1:  SKENECTADY. | 
| . + My patient felt much relieved after an ue 
i- Ay | 1 had given him the preceding evening; we 
Fl 7 were obliged to wake him at four o'clock, as 
5 ve wiſhed to arrive at an carly hour at Skenectady. 
| The day paſſed, in regard to our patient, better 
tk than we expected, as we entered the port with- 
|. out his having been attacked by another fit of the 


# f | 4 fever. We had, therefore, ground to hope, that 
| L the dreadful fits, which he had ſuſtained, were 
merely the conſequences of exceſſive fatigue. We 


hl | ſtopped at Canalmgi, which is another German. 

„ ſettlement. The information above detailed ap- 
"i | Pulies likewiſe to this place, even in regard to the 
Wi prices of commodities. Water-melons and gourds 

| 0 ; are here alſo ſown, either with Indian corn, or 
1 Fo by themſelves, and are employed to great advan- 
1 tage in feeding. the cattle, during the five or ſix 

j + + months in which they muſt neceſſarily be kept 


in the ſtable. The Heſſian fly is yet unknown . 


. EL in this fortunate country. The land is ſo good, 
WH as not to ſtand in need of manure. The preſent 

i ococcupier has lived thirty-four years on this eſtate, 

. and never laid dung on more than ſix acres of his 

| | lands, by draws he manured thirty FO ago very 
i ſlightly. | 


Aﬀecx having ted the ſettlement, — RY for- 
Vel 
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| merly belonged to W. Jokxsrox, ancient Eng- 
lim Director-general of Indian affairs, whoſe 
eſtates were confiſcated at the time of the Revo- 
lation, becauſe he declared himſelf againſt the 
Americans, we at length reached Skenectady, 
the end of our navigation. Johnſtown is the 
capital of the county of Montgomery, which con- 
W tains about thirty thouſand inhabitants. Skenec- 
tady is a ſmall town, as old as Albany, and con- 
taining moſtly old houſes, built in the Dutch ſtyle, | 
which give it altogether the appearance of an an- 
cient European city. The Mohawk River, which 
is here cloſely hemmed in, takes a large {weep in 
the vicinity of this town; and a cataract renders 
the navigation impoſſible. You here quit the 
* IM vrefiel, and proceed by land to Albany. The poſ- 
ſibility of conſtructing a canal, by which the falls 


. as well as other impediments of the navigation of 
5 the Mohawk River may be avoided, is acknow- 
* ledged on all hands; and plans, it is aſſerted, are 
t in contemplation, to facilitate the painful paſſage 
3 we have juſt made, and to ſuperſede the neceſſity 
1. of occaſional land- carriage. This would be a 
1 great and uſeful undertaking, equally honourable 
vie and advantageous for the State of New Vork. 
_e | Veſſels of fifteen or twenty tons burthen, it is 
oF faid, might be employed in this navigation, which 
I would thus become an outlet, far preferable to 
” KK YouuTt . „ 
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1.8 that of the River St. Lawrence, which admits of 
* | "only boats of three or four tons burthen. We 
heard it reported in Upper Canada, it is true, that 

7 with an expence of one million two hundred 
 ____ thouknd pounds ſterling an uninterrupted navi- 9 
gation might be opened from London to Niagara. 4 
But independently of one million two hundred | 
thouſand pounds ſterling being a pretty large 
| ſum, the whole project is the work of an adven- 
turer, whoſe wiſhes. are caſily converted into 
hopes, and whoſe hopes ſpeedily mature to opi- 
mons, the erroneouſnels of which frequently time 
only developes. 
The information, which I was able to collect 

1 reſpecting Skenectady, is as follows. The ſettle- 
. ment was originally formed by Brabanters, in the 


— — ar. — — — — — Aww — 


| i year 1662: but in later times moſt of the colo- 
wa miſts arrived from New England; and ſo they 
j do at preſent, Two thirds of the territory of 
3 Skenectady, which compriſes one hundred and 
hit 2 . twenty-eight ſquare miles, are already cleared; 
Wh +1 the good ſoil is five feet, and on eminences two 

fil feet in depth; good land yields from twenty-five 

hi to thirty buſhels of wheat an acre ; land of in- 

0 7 1 ferior quality from twelve to fiſteen; agriculture, 
0 wr: as well as the price of proviſion, is much the 
WH | ſame as in the more advanced parts; winter laſts, 

5 in regard to agricultural operations, from Novem- 
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: ves till April; the grain ſuffers but very ſeldom, 
and in a trifting degree, from the Heſſian fly, 
and from blights; the climate is healthy; ; the 
uſual mart for the production of the country 1s 


Albany. The Epiſcopal i is the prevalent religion; 55 


although the town contains alſo a church for 


German Lutherans, and one for Preſbyterians. 
The Germans were alſo the moſt liberal benefac- 
tors to the inſtitution of a college, which was in- 


corporate laſt year (1794), and the property of 


which; raiſed by ſubſcriptions and other means, 
amounts already to forty-two thouſand two hun- 
dred and twenty-two dollars, and one thouſand 5 
ſix hundred acres of land, given by the ſtates*. 


skenectady is the emporium as well for the 


proviſion, which comes down the Mohawk River, 


deſigned for Albany, as for the merchandize, 


which from the ſtores at Albany is tranſmitted 
to the countries, interſected by the Mohawk River 


and other ſtreams, flowing into the former as far 


as the diſtrict of Genefſee. The townſhip of Ske- 
nectady contains about three thouſand five hun- 
dred ſouls f. It is the frontier-town of the county 


* The * 9 alluded to by the Author, is Union Col- 
lege, which took its name from the union of various deno- 
minations of Chriſtians in its eſtabliſhment. The faculty 
of this college conſiſted, in 1797, of the preſident and one 
tutor, and the number of ſtudents was thirty-ſeven.—Tran/l. 

7 BY the State Cenſus of 1796, the townſhip of Ske- 

E2 „ nectady 
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of Albany towards Montgomery. The capital 


of this county is Albany ; the county of Albany 
contains about thirty thouſand inhabitants, of 
whom two thouſand five hundred are ſlaves. 

In Skenectady we took our leave of Mr. Vanal- 


len, who, in addition to the civilities ſhewn us 


in the whole courſe of our voyage, declined alſo 


to accept any money for our paſſage, on the in- 


genious pretence, that, as we carried our provi- 
ſions with us, we had not in the leaſt encreaſed 


his expence. We remain, therefore, in many re- 
ſpects, under great obligations to this gentleman, 


| TOUR TO ALBANY. _ 
Mr. Vanallen had buſineſs to tranſact in Ske- 


nectady, and we wiſhed to reach Albany as ſoon 
as poſſible. A ſtable- keeper engaged to carry us 


the ſame night to Albany, though it was already 
late; we took accordingly our ſeats in his wag- 


gon, bolſtered with ſtraw. About four miles 


from Skenectady, the driver informed us, that he 


could not proceed farther. Grumbling, we ſub- 


mitted, therefore, to the neceſſity of taking up 
our night” s lodging in a bad inn, where, as ſoon 
as Dupqutthouars had occupied the only bed 


neftady contains three thouſand four sd and ſeventy- 
two inhabitants, of whom' fix hundred and eighty-three are 
electors, and three hundred and eighty- one ſlaves.—7' ranſl. 


which 
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which was in the houſe, I entered into a conver- 


ſation with the landlord and our driver, which 
turned upon politics, the univerſal topic in this 


country. Since we have ſet foot in the territory 


of the United States, we find newſpapers 1 in every 


village. My new acquaintances were people of 
uncouth manners, and without the leaſt educa- 
tion ; but their opinions were juſt and ſenſible, 


and their judgments extremely correct. They 
manifeſted a ſtrong attachment to France, and 
moſt earneſtly wiſhed her ſucceſs. They hate 
England, confide in their Preſident, and ſpeak of 


DE La FAYETTE with tears in their eyes. This 
univerſal attachment of the Americans to De la 


Fayette, and the grateful ſentiments of him ex- 
preſſed by all without exception, though in the 


courſe of the French Revolution he acted a part 
not approved by. all, refute in a forcible manner 
the charge of levity and ingratitude frequently 


preferred againſt the Americans. May he come,” 


laid a man to us this morning who was riding 
on horſeback by the ſide of our carriage, May 


the Marquis come, we will make him rich. It 


is through him that France made us free; never 


ſhall we be able to do ſo much for him, as he has 
done for us. | 


After a three hours Journey through a county: 


which! is much like the woods of Anjou, ſandy, 


E 3 covered 
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covered with fern, and bearing none but ſickly 


trees, we at length arrived at Albany. 


MINERALOGICAL OBSERY ATIONS. 


The minerals rden Fort Oſwego and AL 
bany, and the earth, with which they are cover- 


ed, are much the ſame as in the diſtrict of Ge- 


neſſee, and in Upper Canada. The rocks about 
the fort, as well as near the rapids and water- 
fall, conſiſt of an imperfect granite, ſeldom in- 


terſperſed with mica; from time to time you 
meet with ſlate of a coarſe grain. 


On the banks of Wood-creek I forty "I 


any ſtones at all; the ground is immerſed in 


Water to ſuch a degree, that during this tedi- 


ous and winding paſſage none come in view. 


The water-fall in Mohawk River (Little Falls) . 


breaks through a chain of granite rocks, that are 
obſervable in all parts of this ſmall barren ſpot, 


Which, as has already been remarked, is a diſgrace 


to the rich ſurrounding country. In the town- 
ſhip of Palatine lime-ſtone is found of a very good 


quality. TwWO wide terraces of earth, which 
bound the channel of the Mohawk, and form 


its banks, are the moſt remarkable appearance 
upon that river. The banks of the Connecticut, 

it is aſſerted, offer the ſame ſtriking proſpect. 
As to the different ſpecies of trees, I have had 
4 but 
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val little leiſure to obſerve them, not having been 
on ſhore oftener than twice or thrice a day, and 
never but for a few moments. They ſeem to 


de much the ſame as in the diſtrict of Geneſſee. 


5 F 
YH Albany i 18 one 3 the moſt ancient ſettlements 


in North America; it was formed in the year 
1660; and the town incorporated in 1686. The 
hiſtory of this city, which occurs in all deſorip- 


| tions of the United States, I ſhall paſs over in ſi- 


lence. It is ſeated one hundred and ſixty- five 
miles from New Vork, has a harbour, and a very 
extenſi ve trade. Ships of eighty tons burthen 
ail up to the town; and the trade is carried on 

in veſſels of this ſize. A ſort of ſand- bank, three 
miles below Albany, renders the navigation rather 
difficult; yet it-is eaſily cleared with the aſſiſt- 
ance of lacs acquainted with it, and no ſhip 
arrives without one of them on board. This 
impediment, it is aſſerted, might eaſily be re- 
moved at a trifling expence ; and ſhips of a much 
farger ſize might then anchor near the city. The. 
navigation of the river from the North country is 
open from the middle of April until the middle 
of November, The trade- of Albany 1s chiefly 
carried on with the produce of the Mohawk coun- 
try, and extends caſtward as far as agriculture and 
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in timber and lumber of every ſort and deſcrip» 
tion, potatoes, potaſh and pearl-aſhes, all ſpecies 
of grain, and laſtly in manufactured goods. Theſe 


articles are, moſt of them, tranſported to Albany 
in winter on ſledges, houſed by the merchants, 


land, or exchanged for Engliſh: goods, which are 


' Buſineſs is, therefore, carried on entirely with 


outwards and homewards,/produces a total of one 


for the trade of Albany. Every ſhip is navigated 
by four men; the maſter is paid twenty dollars 


fiftcen, and a ſcaman nine. There is alſo gene- 
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apltivated lands expand. The ſtate of Vermont; 
and a part of New Hampſhire, turnih alſo many. 
articles of trade ; and the exports chiefly conſiſt 


and by them ſucceſſively tranſmitted to New 
York, where they are either fold for bills on Eng- 


in return ſent from Albany to the provinces, 
whence the articles for exportation were drawn. 


ready money, and eſpecially in regard to pot-aſh ; 
not even the moſt ſubſtantial bills are accepted 
in payment. The trade of Albany is carried on 
in nincty veſſels, forty-five of which belong to 
inhabitants of the town. and the reſt to New: York 
or other places. They are in general of ſeventy 
tons burthen, and make upon the average ten 
voyages a year, which, on computing the freights 


hundred and twenty-ſix thouſand tons of ſhipping 


a month, it he have no ſhare in the ſhip, the mate. 


rally 


new notions, but their number is ſmall. 
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rally a cabin-boy on board, or more frequently 


cook, as few ſhips have leſs than eight paſſengers 


on board, either coming up or going down. The 
freight of goods 1s uſually one ſhilling a hundred | 
weight ; but this varies, 9955 75 to their value, 


or the room they occupy. 
The trade of Albany is very ſafe, but ſeems not 


to be very profitable. The neat proceeds of a 
voyage amount upon an average to about one 
hundred dollars, which makes for the whole year 


one thouſand dollars for a ſhip, a profit by no 


means conſiderable. If you add to this the money 


paid by paſſengers for their paſſage, which amounts 


to ten ſhillings a head, making from ſeventeen to 
twenty dollars a voyage, and from one hundred 
and ſeventy to two hundred dollars for the ten 


voyages, which are made in the courſe of the year, 


| the whole yields but a very moderate profit, which 
is however encreaſed by the ſale of the goods. 
| This is as yet the uſual way in which trade is car- 


ricd on by this city ; it deprives the merchants 
of Albany of a conſiderable profit, and throws it 


into the hands of thoſe of New York. Some of 


the tormer undertake indeed voyages to England, 


Holland, and other countries ; but, for this pur- 


poſe they charter New York veſſels. Theſe are 


the bolder people; and are called men of the 


The 
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The ancient cuſtoms and en Views of the 
timid, yet covetous, Dutchmen, have carefully 


been preſerved in this city. No ſhip fails from 
Albany directly to Europe; and yet proviſion is 


ſent thither from this place. 5 It is evident that, 
if the inhabitants would take themſelves the 


trouble of exporting their produce, they would 
ſa ve uſeleſs intereſt, the return- freight, and double 


commiſſion, and would obtain employment for 
their ſhips during the time, when the navigation 
to the north is ſhut up by ice. Ideas of this com- 


plexion begin to dawn upon the minds of ſome | 
' merchants, and will, no doubt, produce advan- 
tageous changes. From the ſame habitual apathy 


the merchants of Albany relinquiſh the trade in 
horſes and mules, great numbers of which are 
reared in the neighbourhood, to the Connecticut 
merchants, who purchaſe and export them with | 


conſiderable profit to the Antilles. 


The building of ſhips coſts in Albany about 


' twenty-ſeven dollars and half per ton. The ſhips 
are all fir-built, and laſt about ten years. Experi- 


ments have been made, which prove, that ſhips 


built of dry and well ſeaſoned timber, laſt thirty 


years and upwards. The trade of Albany grows 


daily more extenſive ; and the number of ſhops 
and ſhips is increaſing faſt. Two new towns, 
built five or fix years ago, a few miles above Al- 


bany, 


Lo 
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9 bany, on the een band of the river, ſhare in 


this trade. Theſe two towns, which have rapidly 


raiſed themſelves to a conſiderable degree of im- 


portance, and are but three or four miles diſtant 
from each other, carry on the ſame trade as Al- 


bany with about twenty-five or thirty veſſels, 
which belong to them, draw from the back coun- 


try the productions of theſe fruitful provinces, 


tranſmit them to New York, take in return Eu- 
= ropean goods, a and ſupply with them thoſe parts, 
= which were formerly ſupphed from Albany. The 


greater diſtance, however, and leſs depth of water, 
are circumſtances unfavourable to theſe new 
towns. The freight thence to Albany is two- 
pence per barrel; their largeſt ſhips are only of 
ſixty tons burthen, and generally cannot take on 
board more than half their cargo, the remain- 


| der of which they receive from lighters, which 
attend them for that purpoſe in the vicinity-of 


Albany. Yet, they continue their trade, encreaſe 


| daily, and will probably animate Albany to greater 


boldneſs and activity. New Cy contains about 
ſixty or ſeventy ſtores or ſhops, and Troy fifty or 
ſixty. Theſe new-ſettled merchants all proſper, 
and their number is daily encreaſing. The mer- 
chants of Albany, it 1s reported, view this grow- 


ing proſperity of their neighbours with an evil 


eye, and conſider it as an encroachment upon 
their 


r 
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r this be tran eee 


of the merchants of Albany muſt be the reſult of 


their 1gnorance and confined views. The pro- 


vinces, which contribute their produce to ſupport 
this trade, are yet far from having attained to the 


higheſt degree of cultivation ; many parts, equally 


proper for that purpoſe, are but little cultivated ; 
and others yet uncicared. Towns will be built 
{till farther northwards than Troy and New City; 
others will be erected even on the weſtern fide of 
the river, while, at the ſame time, the greater i 


number of ſettlements and encreaſed population, 
will augment the produce and wants, and cvery 


town, whether ancient or new, experience an in- 
creaſe of buſineſs beyond e it will be able 
to do. 

Albany contains ſix thouſand lanes two 
thouſand of whom are ſlaves, as the laws of the 
State of New York permit ſlavery. The old | 
houſes are built in the Dutch {tyle, with the | : 


gable- end to the ſtreet ; the pyramidal part riſing 


in ſteps, and terminating in a chimney decorated 


With figures, or in ſome iron puppets. All the 


5 buildings, which have been erected within theſe 


laſt ten years, are conſtructed Of bricks! in the 


Engliſh ſtyle, wide and large. 


The revenue of the city amounts to about 
thirty -five thouſand dollars a year, It poſſeſſes a 
= - pgreat. 


render it more convenient. 


to take care of theſe articles. 


[| The price of land, in the vicinity of Albany, 
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. great quantity of land in the neighbouring coun- 


try, and alſo ſells the quays on the river at two 
dollars and half per foot, and a ground-rent of 


one thilling, which is irredeemable. This re- 
venue is partly owing to the economy of the ad- 
miniſtrators, who have hitherto endeavoured ra- 


ther to enrich the city than to embelliſh it, and 
The ſenate is, at 
preſent, compoſed of young men, who promiſe 
But, from the 
1gnorance, apathy, and antiquated ideas, which 
prevail in this city, it is much to be apprehended, 
leſt the reſults of their exertions ſhould prove 
but very trifling for a long time to come. I al- 


moſt incline to think, that young people here are 
old born. 


A bank, which was inſtituted here four years 


ago, promotes the trade of Albany; it conſiſts of 


ſix hundred ſhares of four hundred dollars cach, 
only half of which have hitherto been paid. The 
ycarly dividend is nine per cent, beſides what is 
deducted tor the expence of the building! in Which 
the bank is kept. 

There is in Albany a Dutch Latheran cp 
of a Gothic and very pecuhar conſtruction ; the 
Epiſcopalians, Preſbyterians, German Proteſtants, 
and Methodiſts, poſſeſs alſo churches in this town. 
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is from ſixty- three to ſeventy-five dollars per acre. | 
Some lands near the river are ſtill dearer. Theſe 
are remarkably good: but thoſe, which are ſituated | 
more backwards, are but of a middling quality. 
Agriculture is not attended to with peculiar care; 
the farms he half in graſs and half in corn. No 
country had ever ſtronger incitements.to perfect 
its agriculture and induſtry ; for none was ever 
- furniſhed with outlets 1 more fafe and leſs expen- 
ſive. 

Some dbries have been eſtabliſhed : at 
a ſmall diſtance from the town, among which is 
a glaſs-houſe, in which both window glaſs and 
bottles are made. The former is pretty ſmooth, 
and the manufactory is carried on with much ac- | 
_ tivity. Mr. CaLDHOWELL poſſeſſes alſo near the | 
town extenſive works, where tobacco, muſtard, | 
ſtarch, and cocoa-mills, are turned by water, and 
even every acceſſory labour is performed by the 
aid of water machinery*. The tobacco-mill is 
the moſt important part of theſe works; about 
one hundred and fifty thouſand. pounds are yearly 


* Theſe valuable works, which are decidedly ſuperior to 
any of the kind in America, are ſituated. one mile north of 
the city, in the ſuburbs. The ingenious proprietor, whoſe 
true name is JAMES CALDWELL, has obtained a patent for 
the invention of the water machinery, which is truly ad- 
mirable. — Tranſlator. 1 | 
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1 e Laſt ſummer (July 1794) a com- 

; | 5 plete ſet of ſimilar works having been conſumed 

buy fire, Mr. Caldwell's friends immediately open- 
ed a loan of twenty thouſand pounds at the bank, 


and the legiſlative body of New York. reſolved 
alſo laſt ſeffion to aſſiſt him with a ſum of the 
ſame amount. Jam to add in honour of Mr. 


Caldwell, with whom I am not acquainted, that 
nearly all the labouring people in the city, in 


conſequence of this unfortunate accident, ſub- 


ſcribed ſeveral days labour, as a v olun tary con- ; 
tribution to the re-conſtruttion of theſe works, 


which are truly grand and beautiful. They give 
employment and ſubſiſtence to fifty perſons, ſome 
of whom receive one hundred dollars a year ; 
children, nine years old, can earn from ſix ſhil- 


lings to one dollar a week. Tan- yards, corn, oil, 


paper, and fulling-mills, have alſo been erected 
in the ſurrounding country; and labourers are 
found in abundance. The wages of common 


day-labourers amount to four ſhillings and ſix- 


pence a day, and to ſeven ſhillings in harveſt. 
Hoſpitality to ſtrangers ſeems not to be a pro- 


minent feature in the character of the inhabitants 


of Albany; the few, with whom we got acquaint- 
cd, looked extremely dull and melancholy. They 


live retired in their houſes with their wives, who 


ſometimes are pretty, but rather aukward in their 
: manners; 


: 
l 
: 
: 
: 


10 
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manners; and with whom their huſbatids ſcarcely 5 


exchange thirty words a day, although they nevef 


addreſs them but with the introductory appella- 


tion of „ my love.” Exceptions, undoubtedly, 
exiſt in regard to the charms of the ladies, as 
well as to the conduct and converſation of the 
hutbands ; but, it is aſſerted, they are very few. 2 

The Schuylers and Renſſelaers are the moſt 
reſpectable families in point of wealth and 1 in- 
tereſt: having intermarried with cach other, their 


influence is altogether irreſiſtible in the county. 


The Schuylers are endowed with more talents 1 
and knowledge; but the Renſſclaers poſſeſs more 
riches; and money is a powerful ſpring in the ma- 


nagement of a ſtate. General Schuyler bears the 
character of a man of much acuteneſs, and un- 


common abilities. He is frequently employed 
in ſtate affairs ; and it is his earneſt wiſh, to pro- 
mote and raiſc the navigation, induſtry, and pro- 
ſperity of his country. He is father-in-law to 


the celebrated Mr. Hamilton. General Schuyler, 


who generally accommodates his daughters with 
rich huſbands, gave one of them in marriage, five 
years ago, to that famous orator, from reſpect for 
his talents, though he was poor. I ſhould not 
omit obſerving, that I ſpeak of General Schuyler 


without having ever ſeen him. During my reſi- 


0 e in Albany he had gone to aſſiſt at the ne- 


gociation 
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gociation ich the Indians; 1 merely know him 
from his correſpondence with me, which is highly 
= polite and elegant. The General ranks among 
the moſt conſiderable men in the United States. 


* 


| SARATOGA. 
I have ſeen Jonx ScnvyrL es, the eldeſt ſon 
of the General; for a few minutes I had already 
converſed with him at Skenectady, and was now 
with him at Saratoga. The journey to this place 
was extremely painful, on account of the ſcorch- 
ing heat, but Saratoga is a townſhip of too great 
importance to be paſſed by unobſerved. If you 
love the Engliſh, are fond of converſing with 
them, and live with them on terms of familiarity 
and friendſhip, it is no bad thing, if occaſionally 
you can ſay to them, I have ſeen Saratoga. 


ro- | Yes, I have ſeen this truly memorable place, 
ro- which may be conſidered as the ſpot, where the in- 
to dependence of America was ſealed ; for the events, 
ler, MW which induced Great Britain to acknowledge that 


independence, were obviouſly conſequences of the 
capture of General Burgoyne, and would in all 
probability never have happened without! it. The 
dwelling-houſe of John Schuyler ſtands exactly 
on the ſpot, where this important occurrence 
took place. Fiſh-creck, which flows cloſe to 
the houſe, formed the line of defence of the camp 
Vo“. II. 1 of 
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ol the Engliſh General, which was formed © on 
an eminence, a quarter of a mile from the dwell- 
ing. The Engliſh camp was alſo entirely ſur- 


rounded with a mound of carth, to ſtrengthen its 5 


defence. In the rear of the camp the German 
troops were poſted by diviſions on a commanding 
height, communicating with the enunence on 


which General Burgoyne was encamped. The 


right wing of the German corps had a communi- | 


cation with the left wing of the Engliſh, and the 


left extended towards the river. General Ga TES 


was encamped on the other ſide of the creek, at 


the diſtance of an eighth of a mile from General 


Burgoyne ; his right wing ſtretched towards the 
plain; but he endeavoured to ſhelter his troops, 
as much as poſſible, from the enemy's fire, until 
he reſolved to form the attack. General NELSON, 

at the head of the American militia, occupied the 
heights on the other ſide of the river, and engaged 
the attention of the left wing of the Engliſh, 
while other American corps obſerved the move- 
ments of the right wing. In this poſition, Ge- 

neral Burgoyne ſurrendered his army; his pro- 
viſion was nearly conſumed, but he was amply 


fupphed with artillery and ammunition. ' The 


ſpot remains cxactly, as it then was, excepting 


the ſole circumſtance, that the buſhes, which. 
were cut down 1 in tront of the two armies, are. 


ſince 


- 
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ſince grown up again. Not the leaſt altvenlihy 


has taken place fince that time; the entrench= _ 


ments {till exiſt; nay, the foot-path is {till ſeen, 
on which the adjutant of General Gates proceeded 
to the Engliſh General with the ultimatum of the 
American commander; the ſpot, on which the 

council of war was held by the Engliſh officers, 
remains unaltered. You ſee the way, by which 
the Engliſh column, after it had been joined by 
the Germans, filed off by the left to lay down 
their arms within an ancient fort, which was con- 

ſtructed in the war under the reign of Queen Ann; 
you ſee the place, where this unfortunate army 
Was neceſſitated to ford the creek, in order to 
reach the road to Albany, and to march along 
the front of the American army; you ſee the ſpot, 
where General Burgoyne ſurrendered up his ſword 
to General Gates; where the man, who two 
months before had threatened all the rebels, their 
parents, their wives, and their children with pil- 
lage, ſacking, firing, and ſcalping, if they did not 
join the Engliſh banners, was compelled to bend 
Britiſh pride under the yoke of theſe rebels, and 
Where he underwent the twofold humiliation, as 
a miniſterial agent of the Engliſh governments to 
ſubmit to the dictates of revolted ſubjects, and 
as commanding general of diſciplined regular 
troops, to furrender up his army to a multitude 


JJ of 
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of half. armed and half-clothed peaſants. To ſuſ- 


| tain ſo ſevere a misfortune, and not to die with 
deſpair, exceeds not, it ſeems, therefore, the 
ſtrength of man. This memorable ſpot lies in a 
corner of the court- yard of John Schuyler; he 


was then a youth, twelve years old, and placed 
on an eminence, at the foot of which ſtood Ge- 
neral Gates, and ncar which the American army 
was drawn up, to ſee their diſarmed enemies paſs 
by. His eſtate includes all the tract of ground, 


on which both armics were encamped, and he 


knows, as it were, their every ſtep. How happy 
muſt an American feel in the poſſeſſion of ſuch 
property, if his boſom be anywiſc ſuſceptible of , 
warm feelings! It is a matter of aſtoniſhment, 
that ncither Congreſs nor the Legiſlature of New 
York ſhould have erected a monument on this 


ſpot, reciting in plain terms this glorious event, 
and thus calling it to the recollection of all, who 


ſhould paſs this way, to kcep alive the ſentiments 
of intrepidity and courage, and the ſenſe of glory, 
which for the benefit of America ſhould long be 
handed down among Americans from generation 

to generation. The Engliſh would not have ſut- 


fered a ſimilar occation to paſs unimproved. J ohn | 


Schuyler at leaſt ſhould have relieved the mo 


deſty of government, were it only by marking the 
' ſpot with a plain, ſimple ane which no Ame- 


rican 
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rican would bchold but with thoſe brave and glo 
rious feclings, which might be turned to the : 
_ greateſt advantage to the ſtate. _ 
John Schuyler poſſeſſes an eſtate of about fif- 
teen hundred acres, five hundred of which are 
completely cleared of wood. The land near the 
river is excellent, and coſts from thirty to thirty- 
eight dollars the acre the price of that, which 
lies more remote, is from ten to twelve dollars. 
The produce conſiſts in grain, chiefly Indian corn. 
He poſſeſſes one corn-mill and two ſaw- mille 
which are turned by the ſtream of the creek. 
In this creek, which is very wide, and contains 
plenty of water, arc ſeveral falls, lying behind one 
another, which might turn works of any extent. 
John Schuyler makes more hay, than is neceſſary 
for the uſe of his farm; but by a calculation, 
founded on indolence rather than mature deli- 
beration, it appears to him more profitable to ſell 
the hay, than to fatten cattle. Although poſſeſſed 
of three mills and fifteen hundred acres of land, 
yet the aggregate amount of his quota of taxes, 
poor and county-rates, exceeds not thirty-five 
dollars a-year. The county-rates compriſes this 
year the expence for building a court-houſe and 
a jail, 1 cite this inſtance, as it may ſerve to 
enable a perſon to form a judgment on the 
amount. of taxes in the ſtate of New York, of 
Ba . 
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which 1 ſhall, no doubt, find a an opportunity of 
| ſpeaking more fully. | 
Juohn Schuyler received me in a manner ex- 
tremely hoſpitable and polite. He is a young 
man of good ſenſe, and mild, amiable manners, 
conſtantly engaged in the management of his 
affairs, which, we underſtood, he conducts with 
prudence and punctuality. He is married to a 
daughter of Mr. Renſſelaer, who paſſes all her 
time at their own houſe, which is a very hand- 
ſome manſion, but without any neighbours. She 
Tees no company, but her relations, who now and 
then pay her a viſit. Her huſband, on whom ſhe 
doats, is frequently abſent ; ſhe complains with 
much meekneſs of this ſolitary life, yet bears it, 
occupied with her children and the management 
of her houſehold. She is charitable, — and 
univerſally reſpected. 
Labourers may be procured here in great abun- 
dance ; their wages are three ſhillings a day, if 
they be wanted; but the uſual daily labour 1 18 
performed by negroes, who are very numerous, ſo 
that there is ſcarcely a houſe without one or two 
of them; John Schuyler keeps ſeven. The ne- 
grocs, it is generally aſſerted, enjoy more happi- 
neſs, as ſlaves, than if they were free. This 
might be the caſe, if liberty were beſtowed on 
them, without their knowing what to do with it. 
But 


* 
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But upon the whole, ſuch maxims of morality 
fall with an ill-grace from the lips of a free 
people. The negroes, it is true, are kindly uſed 
in the ſtate of New York; but it is alſo true, 
that, the convenience of having them conſtantly _ 
at hand for any work ſet apart, the labour of white 
- people is leſs expenſive, than that of negroes. To 
keep flaves is, therefore, a bad Ce even in 
this point of view. | 

When I took leave of young Sele he was 
indiſpoſed with the fever. Having made the 
ſame tour as we, he became an additional victim 
to the contagious air, breathed in the peſtilential 
country, which we have traverſed. I learned 
| afterwards at Boſton, with the utmoſt concern, 
that he is ſince dead. The youngeſt brother of 
Mr. Renſſelaer was alſo ſcized with a fit of the 

fever, as well as another inhabitant of Albany, 
who travelled in our company. All the people, 

who were on board our veſſel, are ſick, and one 
of them is dead. We have, therefore, but little 
reaſon to extol the comtorts of : a tour on Wood- 
creek. | 1 

The banks of the 2 branch of the Had: 
ſon, from Saratoga to Albany, have been long 
{ettled, and the country, lying more back wards, 
is alſo conſiderably peopled from five to thirty 
miles trom the ſhore. Connecticut and all New 
f 1 England 


* 
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| England people theſe ſettlers. The land, to 
ſpeak of it in general, is good, and eſtates of 


five hundred acres of cultivated land are not rare 


along the river. I have ſeen many of this ſort ; 
the farms were chiefly deſigned for the rearing 
and fattening of cattle; they are managed but 
very indifferently; the land received little or no 
dung, and was ploughed only three or four inches 
deep. Eſtates generally conſiſt here of two hun- 
dred acres. The whole of the banks of tlie north- 
ern branch of the river is truly pleaſant; the moun- 


tains, which bound the ſtream, without contract- 


ing its channel, are almoſt throughout covered 
with luxuriant corn- fields. It was through theſe 


narrow paſſes, that General Burgoyne proceeded 


to Albany, Where he hoped to be joined by Ge- 
neral Clinton; this is the only road which leads 
thither. Here he encountered General Gates, 


who, after he had been defeated and ſuſtained a 


conſiderable loſs, retreated into the camp at Sara- 
toga, leaving behind his whole train of heavy 
ordnance. I have ſeen the field of battle, where 


this important action took place, and viewed the 


| height, where Brigadier-General FrRaseR made 


ſo many gallant attempts to break in upon the 


Americans; I have ſeen the hillock, under which 


he 1s buried. The inhabitants ſhow with conſci- 


ous pps every corner of this diſtrict, and you 
Aiſcern 


— —— rn rae grin earners 
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_ diſcern their countenance, that their ancient 
energy and vigour would eaſily be raiſed by any 
preſſing emergency. This action happened at 


Stillwater. It was here Burgoyne reſolved upon 


his deciſive retreat. But under the appellation 
of Stillwater, as under that of Saratoga, a large ; 
extent of country 1s compriſed. The townſhip 


of Stillwater is twenty, and that of Saratoga thirty- 


one miles in length, and yet every point of theſe 
townſhips is called Stillwater and Saratoga. 


J have omitted to ſtate, that the county of Sa- 


ratoga contains many natural curioſities, among 


which are cryſtallizations of peculiar beauty, and 
two medicinal ſprings, known by the name of the 


Balltown and Saratoga ſprings. Both are in great. 


repute, eſpecially the medicinal waters of Ball- 
town, where the accommodations in point of 


lodging and other conveniencies far exceed thoſe 


of Saratoga. The ſprings are both impregnated 


with fixed air, and, in the opinion of ſome per- 


ſons, communicate with each other. The Sa- 
ratoga waters, as is aſſerted, are ſtronger than the 
Balltown ſprings. 


muſt not paſs over in Kine I uſtice Tu OMP- 


sox, who reſides at Stillwater. We met with 
his eldeſt ſon, who intends to become a ſurveyor, 
and made the laſt paſſage with Mr. Vanallen, on 


board the veſſels in which we returned from Of- 


= 
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wego, nk deli is in ids company. * had pro- 
miſed him not to paſs his houſe, without paying 
him a ſhort viſit; I fulfilled this promiſe, and 
was invited by the family in ſo plain and frank a 
manner to ſtop for the night, that I could not 
give a denial. . The family are good, plain, and 
genteel people, of mild, pure, and uncorrupted 
manners; a reſidence with them is extremely 
pleaſant. Juſtice Thompſon poſſeſſes a great 
quantity of land in different parts of the ſtate of 
New York, which for the moſt part is yet un- 
cleared. He inhabits an eſtate of one hundred | 
and fifty acres, one hundred and twenty of which 
are under cultivation; he rears a great many 
cattle, eſpecially mules, which, when two years 
old, he ſells to Connecticut traders for fitty or 
fixty dollars a head. He alſo rears many horſes, 
and carries on with them a trade of tolerable im- 
portance, which the Albany merchants have not 
yet learned to improve. In theſe parts, it is aſ- 
ſerted, two thouſand mules are yearly fold. 1 
have this information from 'Squire PoLL, an opu- 
lent farmer, for the exactneſs of which, however, 
I cannot pledge myſelt; for there are not four 
perſons in this county, able to draw up accounts 
and eſtimates of the general produce and ſup- 
i plies of a diſtri. Good wiſhes for the ſucceſs 
. the French, a deteftation of their crimes, and 
8 N . . —_ 
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decided hatred againſt the Engliſh, f Re here the 
univerſal ſentiments, as they doin e through- 
out the United States. 

The land near the river is coo and yields, 
however badly it 1s cultivated, from twenty to 
thirty buſhels of wheat per acre. The price of 
land is from fifty to ſeventy-five dollars an acre. 
I am now travelling here on the fifteenth of 
Auguſt, and yet little hay has been houſed, for 
Which reaſon it is moſtly as hard as wood. , 
On my journey to Saratoga I had paſſed the 


new bridge, conſtructed acroſs the Mohawk- river. 


This bridge is erected on the ſpot, where the Co- 
hoez-falls appear to the greateſt advantage. But 
the river contains not at preſent ſufficient water 
to ſupport the falls. In many places the rocks 
are quite dry; but in others they afford a fine 
proſpect. The perpendicular height of the falls 
may amount to about fifty feet, and the river is 
about an eighth of a mile in width. But upon 
the whole, the view is not ſtrikingly wild, roman- 
tic, or pleaſant, though the falls are much cele- 
brated throughout America. The bridge i is con- 
ſtructed of timber, and reſts on ſtone pillars, about 


* The Cohoez- falls, which the author miſnames Xohos- 
fall, appear moſt romantically from Lanſinburgh-hill, five 
miles eaſt of them, although they likewiſe offer a good proſ- 
pee, when viewed from this bridge, 7 ran/lator. 
 twenty- 
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twenty-five or thirty fect diſtant from each other. : 
The maſonry is not remarkable for ſolidity or 
neatneſs; but the carpenters Work 18 dir | 
well done.* | 
On my return from 0 1 croſſed the 
northern branch of the Mohawk-river by Half- 
moon, to ſee the two new towns, New City 
and Troy, which, as has already been obſerved, 
were built a few years ago, and are already car- 
rying on a conſiderable trade. The houſes are | 
very neat and numerous; almoſt every houſe con- 
tains a ſhop; the inns are excellent; veſſels are 
moored near all the keys; tan- yards, potaſh- 
works, rope-walks, and mulls, are either already 
in full work, or building. The ſight of this acti- 
vity is truly charming. A Mr. TayLor, who | 
_ poſſeſſes about one hundred acres near Ponſtenkil- 
creek, has erected here two griſt-mills, two ſaw- 
mills, and one paper-mill. He does buſineſs, it 
is faid, with New York by water. The place is 
finely tuated, well diſtributed, and may, if ma- 
naged with {kill and prudence, become very pro- | 
fitable. We were told, that the proprietor in- 
| tends to ſell it; - and this is one of the places which 
1 would buy in preference to all others, if I had 


* The bridge is eleven hundred feet long, twenty-four | 
feet wide, reſts on thirteen piers, and was erected in 1794, 
at the expence of twelve thouſand dollars.—Tranſlator. + 
| 1 any 
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any idea of ſettling 3 in America, and had where- 


__ withal to pay for it. There are a variety of things, | 


with which a man may occupy himſelf every day, 


nay every moment of the day, with benefit to 


himſelf and the country at large. 


The land between Saratoga and Albany is upon 


the whole ſandy ; eſpecially the hills about Sara- 


toga conſiſt of an indurated ſand. The ſtony 
matter, on which lies the ſtratum of ſand, is ſlate 
of a dark colour, and coarſe grain, with veins of 


white quartz. On fragments of this ſlate impreſ- 


ſions are found of a peculiar and very curious ap- 
pearance. In the vicinity of the medicinal ſprings 


| 


of Balltown and Saratoga are ſeveral veins of . 


lime- ſtone. Ferruginous and cupreous pyrites are 


alſo found in the neighbourhood; mines of theſe 
minerals, it is aſſerted, exiſt in the environs, but 
they are yet neglected, as in fact are nearly all 


the mines in the United States. You meet with 


few or no rocks, until you reach the Cohoez-falls. 
The rocks, which form this cataract, conſiſt of an 
argillaceous ſchiſtus, ſome of which may eaſily be 


reduced to powder, while other parts are harder, 

have a conchoidal fracture, and reſemble baſalt. 

Near the falls are ſeveral veinz of Ms of a 
reddiſh colour. 

Between theſe falls * Albany, hs ſoil of the 


mountains conſiſt of indurated clay; the ſtones, 


which 
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which are found there, are a ſpecies of ſlate. In 


the intervening ſpace between the mountains and 
the preſent bed of the river was an uninterrupted 


chain of ſmall ſand- hills, riſing on both ſides of 


the river, nearly at equal diſtances from the ſhore, 
and which undoubtedly are the remains of the 


ancient bed of the river, after it had formed the 


preg channel. 
In the townſhip. of Saratoga you : find the laſt 


plane-trees, acacias and white cedars, for theſe 
trees do not grow more northwards. The red ce- 


dar, Virginia cedar, and poplar of Carolina, you 


| firſt meet with at the cataracts of the Mohawk- 
river. Several miles around the medicinal ſprings 


of Balltown and Saratoga you find only white 


| pines, ſmall fickly oak- _— and fern, 


THE TREATY OF COMMERCE. 


Since we left the Engliſh dominions, and have 
ded the territory of the United States, we 


have found, that the treaty of commerce, con- 


cluded between Great Britain and America, forms 
the univerſal topic of converſation, and the prin- 
cipal ſubject of diſcuſſion in the newſpapers. 1 
ſhall not preſume to decide, whether the majo- 
rity of the inhabitants be for or againſt it; but 


this I know, that the number of non-contents is 
ſufficiently conſiderable, to render the friends of 


peace 
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peace uneaſy on this ſubje&. I am not yet ac- 
quainted with America in a fufficient degree, nor 
have I yet ſtudied this treaty with the neceſſary _ 
attention, to form a correct judgment on its ad- 
vantages, and probable reſults. Yet I ſhall record 
in this journal the impreſſion, which it made upon 
me at firſt view, were it only for the purpoſe of 
reviewing my opimon again, when time thall have 
decided on its merits. 

In my judgment, it is mee prejudicial to 
America; the mutual relations of the contract- 
ing parties are not perfectly poiſed, and the com- 
mercial intereſt of the United States is in many 
reſpects injured. More ancient treaties with 
France are clearly violated by this treaty ; and it 
evidently claſhes with the repeated profeſſions of 
friendſhip, which America has ſo loudly and re- 
peatedly made to France, even under the ſan- 
guinary reign of Robeſpierre. America cannot 
but be aware of the unfavourable ſentiments, nay 
hatred and ill-will, which the Engliſh govern- 
ment entertains toward the Union. Theſe ſen- 
timents will remain unalterably the ſame, as long 
as the principles of the Britiſh miniſtry ſhall be 
unchanged. England will ever conſider the in- 
habitants of the United States as revolted ſub- 
jects, who muſt be puniſhed for their indepen- 
c_ if pony cannot: * be et to the 

Eis 
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Engliſh yoke; and though Great Britain conde- 


ſcends at preſent to enter into temporary nego- 
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ciations with America, it is becauſe her preſent 


| * ſituation allows her not to wage war againſt the 
0 Union, and becauſe ſhe hopes to derive ſignal ad- 
8 vantages from a treaty, which cannot but conſi- 
bh | derably encreaſe the ſale of her manufactures, diſ- 
14 pleaſe France, alienate her from America, and 
0 injure her trade. She hopes, by means of this 
l 6 rupture, to render America dependent on the Eng- 
| 1 liſh government, and in this ſtate of dependence 
| | to force her to conclude another alliance ; a de- 
ll ſign, perfectly anſwering the ſentiments, which 
i 1 Great Britain has conſtantly manifeſted ſince the 
4 peace of 1783. The truth of theſe obſervations 


is obvious to all, who are acquainted with the 
policy of the cabinet of St. James's, and muſt be 
more ſtrikingly ſo to him, who has lived, for any 
length of time, with the Britiſh agents in Ame- 
rica, who take not even the trouble of concealing 
it. To conclude a treaty of amity on ſuch a foun- 
dation, is to deceive. America; as it clearly pre- 
ſumes, that ſhe muſt break off all her former con- 
nections with France, her true and natural ally, 
+ 5 who, 
* The tranſlator was lately aſſured by an American gen- 
tleman, acquainted with the author, that it is his moſt anxi- 


ous wiſh, to make his peace with the Directory. It is, no 
doubt, 
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who, as ſoon as ſhe ſhall have obtained a regular, 
ſettled government (at preſent the obvious aim 
of the generality of the French people), will be- 
come more powerful than ever. Should it be 
America's ſecret intention, to break off the former 
connexion with France on the firſt favourable 
opportunity, ſuch a deſign would not only be the 
reſult of an erroneous, miſtaken policy, but would 
alſo prove a breach of the principles of duty and 
gratitude, which, however they may be deſpiſed 
by the cabinets of kings, ſhould never be diſre- 
garded by an infant people, in the management 
of public affalrs, and the concluſion of alliances 
and treaties. | 
One of the greateſt pleaſures, I hoped to enjoy 
on my- journey to Albany, was to ſee Mr. and 
Madame de GouvERN ET, and to ſpend a few 
days with them. They were not at home on my 
arrival, but at New York, whence, however, they 
were expected back every day. As Dupetit- 


doubt, from this motive, that proceed the virulent, unſup- 
ported animadverſions on the Britiſh cabinet, which, the 
tranſlator is ſorry to obſerve, diſgrace the intereſting narra- 
tive of the Duke's T ravels, and which in no place of this 
work betray their origin in a more conſpicuous manner than 
in this paſſage, where he charges the Engliſh government 
with deluding America into a treaty, the beneficial reſults 

of which ſhe ſoon experienced, when ſhe ſaw her trade 


protected by Engliſh convoys from the unprovoked Pee 
of her true and natural ally,—Tranſl. 


Vor Ik © G thouars's 


* 
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thouars's ſtate of health rendered it neceflary to 
continue longer in Albany, than we ſhould other- 
wiſe have done, we determined to wait the return 


of Mr. Gouvernet, who at length arrived on the 


evening of the day, beyond which I could not 
conveniently defer my departure. Yet I now re- 
ſolved to ſtop twenty-four hours longer, to ne 
them in their company. 
If you poſſeſs a correct idea of a Ws: 5 
riſian lady, who with a fine figure unites all the 
charms of a well-formed mind, and, of conſe- 
quence, poſſeſſes ample means for conqueſt, and 


then ſee this handſome young woman on a ſmall. 


eſtate of about one hundred acres, managing her- 
ſelf the moſt trifling concerns of her houſehold, 
With an air of ſimplicity and ſerenity, which 


would warrant a belief, that ſhe is pleaſed with 
this ſtrange mode of life; you cannot but conſi- 


der it as an additional ground, to praiſe and ad- 


mire the female character in general, and eſpeci- 
ally that of French women. In the courſe of this 


__ dreadful revolution, females have difplayed more 
courage, more attachment to their duty, and more 
| conſtancy in their ſentiments, than has ever been 


evinced on ſimilar occaſions. They have inſpirit- 


ed the courage of their huſbands, who, but for 
their ſupport, might have ſunk under their mis- 


fortunes. They have ſoothed their ſufferings. 
Under the ſevereſt trials they have ſhewn as much 


ot 


1 

8 
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of energy and virtue, as they diſplayed of elegant 
and entertaining manners in happier times. 'Theſe 
_ obſervations apply to a great number of French 
ladies, at whoſe head ſtands Madame de Gouver- 
net; her huſband being indebted to her for the 
preſervation of his life, for his eſcape from France, 
and for what little money he has ſaved. It is to 
her he owes his preſent happineſs, and the for- 
titude, courage, and ſatisfaction he manifeſts in 
regard to a mode of life, equally foreign to his 
taſte and habits. They reſide five miles from Al- 
bany on a ſmall eſtate, which they have pur- 
_ chaſed for fifteen thouſand livres French money. 
The land is not of the beſt quality, but it may 
be converted into very good meadows, and thus 
anſwer their well-conceived project of rearing and 
5 fattening cattle, and keeping a good dairy, until 
they ſhall be able to return to France. They lead 
a ſolitary life, without any company but that of 
a young man, who followed them on their emi- 
ration from France, who joins in their labours, 
and ſhares in their ſociety. In this reſpect they 
derive but little benefit from the vicinity of Al- 
bany. The circumſtance, that moſt of the inha- 
bitants of rank are ignorant of the very exiſtence 
of Madame de Gouvernet in their neighbourhood; 
and ſtill more the indifference, manifeſted by 
thoſe, who © are acquainted with the uncommon 


„„ merits 
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merits K this diſtinguiſhed couple; form the 
5 ſtrongeſt evidence againſt the hoſpitality of the 
inhabitants of Albany. | 
Some French families reſide in the town ane 
its vicinity that of Mr. LE Co UTEUX—a highly 
intereſting name—1s the only one, Whoſe ac- 
quaintance I withed to obtain. They who are 
acquainted with this family, know that it has long. 


been diſtinguiſhed for rectitude and talents, as 


Well as for a conſummate knowledge and punc- 


tuality in commercial tranſactions; qualities, 1 


which have been, as it were, hereditary in it. 
Mr. Couteux of Albany is, by the unanimous 
teſtimony of all, who have had any dealings with _ 
him, worthy of his name. His ideas, as well as 
expreſſions, carry ſome air of peculiarity ; but he 
is good, obliging, honeſt, and univerſally reſpected. 
He is engaged in partnerſhip with Mr. QUzsNEL, 
a merchant of St. Domingo; this houſe is again 
connected with the firm of OLIVE in New York, 
and through this, it is alerted, with the great and 
reſpectable houſe Lt CouTeEux i in F rance. 


POTASH- Wokks. 


Potaſh, 3 a conſiderable 8 oC, the 
trade of Albany, as well as of other American 
Cities, the back country of which has been lately 
cleared, I ſhall here inſert ſuch information as I 
haye 


* 
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have collected on the manner of preparing this 


ſalt, which is generally obſerved in the United 


States. This alcaline ſalt is extracted from com- 


mon aſhes, after they have been previouſly puri- 


fied from all heterogeneous matter. It is obtain- 


ed by ſolution and evaporation. Large tubs, 
with a double bottom, are filled with aſhes; the 
uppermoſt bottom, which contains ſeveral holes, 


is covered with aſhes, about ten or eleven inches 


deep, while the under part of the tub is filled 


with ſtraw or hay. Water, being poured over 
the aſhes, extracts the particles of ſalt, and diſ- 


charges all the heterogeneous matter which it may 


yet contain on the layer of hay or ſtraw. The 
lie is drawn off by means of a cock, and if it 
ſhould not yet have attained a ſufficient degree 
of ſtrength, poured again over the aſhes. The 


lie is deemed ſufficiently ſtrong when an egg 


fwims on it. This be 1s afterwards boiled in 
large iron cauldrons, which are conſtantly filled 
out of other cauldrons, in which lie is likewiſe 
boiling. If the lie begin to thicken in the caul- 
dron, no freſh he is added, but the fire is well 
fed with fuel, until all the aqueous particles are 
| ſeparated, and the whole is completely inſpiſſated 
and indurated. This ſalt is of a black colour, and 


called black potaſh. Some manufacturers leave 
Fae potaſh in this ſtate in the cauldron, and en- 
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creaſe the » ble by means of hich the oil is dif 
engaged from the ſalt in a thick ſmoke, and the 
black potaſh aſſumes a grey colour, in which ſtate 
it is packed up in barrels for ſale. - 

The proceſs of preparing the potaſh requires 
more or leſs time, according to the quality of the 
| aſhes and the he, and to the degree of ſtrength 
of the latter ; the medium time. is twenty-four 
hours. The aſhes of green Wood, and eſpecially 
of oak, are preferred. No potaſh can be prepared 
from the aſhes of reſinous trees; and aſhes, which 
are five ot ſix months old, are better than thoſe 
that are new. 

Some manufacturers uſe only one cauldron for 
boiling, which they fill with cold lie, as it comes 
from the tubs; and others put the ſalt, as ſoon as 
it begins to coagulate, into ſmaller cauldrons, to 
complete the cryſtallization. - = - 
In many parts of the State of New York "ny 
cially in the north, and in the vicinity of Albany, 
the inhabitants, who fell the wood, prepare the 
potaſh. But there are alſo large manufactories, 
where from thirty to forty tubs are uſed for pre- 
paring the lie, and from ten to twelve cauldrons 
for its evaporation. The manufacturers buy the 
aſhes from private families. The tubs and caul- 
drons are of different ſizes in proportion to the 
greater or lei extent of the manufactory. By 


a ge- 
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” general eſtimate from five to ſix hundred buſhels 


of aſhes yield a ton of potaſh. 5 
I) he barrels, in which the potaſh i 18 8 up- 


5 muſt be made of white oak, or if this cannot be 


had, of wood, which is but little porous. The 
ſtaves ought to be far more durable than for caſks, 
in which other dry goods are packed ; the hoops 
alſo muſt be more numerous ; for the leaſt fiſſure 
would expoſe the potaſh to humidity, to the 
air, and, conſequently, to deliqueſcence and diſ- 
ſolution. | Inſtances have occurred, when barrels, C 
badly made and hooped, and which had been fill- 
ed with potaſh, were ſoon after found to be half 
empty. 
 Pearlaſh 3 18 notath W 5 calcination To 
- this end the potaſh is put into a kiln, conſtructed 
in an oval form, of plaſter of Paris; the inſide 
of which being made otherwiſe perfectly cloſe, is 
| horizontally interſected by an iron grate, on which 
the potaſh is placed. Under this grate a fire is 
made, and the heat, reverberated by the arched 
upper part of the kiln, compleats the calcination, 
and converts the potaſh into pcarlaſh ; which is 
taken out of the kiln, and, when completely cool- 
ed, packed in barrels, The proceſs of calcination 
laſts about an hour. Pearlaſh is proportionately 
more heavy than potaſh, on account of its greater 
compactneſs; and the loſs of weight, experienced 
by the latter through the calcination, is very 
G 4 : trifling. 


88 : TRAVELS THROUGH 


trifling. ann pearlaſh ; is leſs liable to deli- 


quate by the air than potaſh, yet the barrels, in 
which it is packed, are of the ſame ſort and ſtruc- 
ture as thoſe in which the latter falt is barrelled. 
They are of different ſizes, and contain from two 


to three hundred pounds. Potaſh as well as pearl- 


aſh are ſold by tons in the courſe of trade; and it 


is not lawful to export either before it is duly in- 


ſpeed by the public ſearchers, who are appointed 
for this purpoſe in all the ſtates, where pearl or 


potaſh 1 is manufactured. [ 


Dupetitthouars's ſtrength having bing conſi- 
derably impaired by his illneſs, he thought it pru- 


dent to return home. I parted from him with 


the utmoſt concern. To travel alone is extremely 


unpleaſant, and more ſo when you are indiſpoſed. 


I had yeſterday a fit of the ague, which I pre- 
ſame is the beginning of a tertian fever. I Was 
ſeized with it at Mr. Dr LA Tour bu Pin's. 
But, neverthelcfs, I will proceed to Boſton, where 
I expect to find letters from Europe, which TI 
much deſire to ſee. For theſe laſt three months 
T have not heard a word from any of my friends 
or relations. 


DEPARTURE FROM ALBANY. 
I was by no means difpleaſed at leaving Al- 
bany. Young Mr. Reuſſclacr and Mr. Henry are 
the only gentlemen, from whom I experienced 


| any 
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any ** The Albanians, to peak generally, 
are a ſet of people remarkable neither for activity 
nor politeneſs; they are the moſt diſagreeable 
beings, 1 have hitherto met with, in the United 
| States. In every other reſpect Albany is a place 
where, with a ſmall capital, you may make money, 
and with a large capital acquire great wealth. 
The trade of this place ſuits any amount of pro- 
perty, and is attended with lefs riſk than any 
other ſpecies of commerce carried on in this part 
. of the globc. An induſtrious and enterpriſing 
man might improve the trade of this Pines to a 
* conſiderable degree. 
Me experienced here this day, Friday the he 
of Auguſt, an uncommon heat. My thermo- 
meter ſtood at ninety-ſix degrees of Fahrenheit, 
or twenty-eight four-ninths of Reaumur. We 
were told, that the thermometer of Mr. Lewis, 
Who is eſteemed here a very accurate meteor- 
ologiſt, ſtood at one hundred degrees of Fahren- 
heit or thirty two-ninths of Reaumur. This ex- 
ceſſive heat continued ſeveral days, and was not 
the leaſt allayed in the night. | 4 
My horſe, which was to be ſent after me by 
| Captain Williamſon, was not yet arrived. I took, 
therefore, a ſeat in the ſtave waggon, that is, a 
waggon without ſprings, but covered. Vou croſs 
Hudſon s River on leaving Albany. The road to 
Lebanon, 


* 
Lebanon, where we ſtopped for the night, lies 
over a mountainous country. Nearly the whole 
of the diſtrict is in the firſt ſtage of ſettlement. 
All the land, within an extent of twenty-five 
miles, belongs to Mr. Van Renſſelaer, Lieute- 
nant-governor, and one of the richeſt proprietors 

in the State of New York, perhaps in all the 
States of the Union. Much of this land was 
granted to his anceſtors by letters-patent, at the 
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time when the Dutch ſettlement was formed. 
He has alſo purchaſed much more, A conſider- 


able part of this eſtate has been ſold; but he ſells 


none without reſerving a ground- rent. This 


forms, no doubt, a very pleaſant ſort of income; 
but which, in my opinion, cannot be of long du- 


ration in this country. A man, who is obliged 


to pay every year a ground- rent, ſoon forgets 
the moderate terms on which he obtained poſ- 
ſeſſion of his eſtate, feels only the unpleaſant 


compulſion of paying money at a fixed time, and 


eagerly ſeizes upon the firſt opportunity of free- 
ing himſelf from this incumbrance. An aged 


Quaker-woman, who did not ſpeak a word, but 


went no farther than Philipſtown, and a Mr. 


Ma c-ELRoy, were my companions in the ſtage. 


The latter is a land-holder in Pennſylvania, on 
the Delaware, without any buſineſs or trade. He 
reſides © on his — when he is not travelling for 


his 
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his amuſement, and is unmarried. His ſiſter 
manages his houſehold. He poſſeſſes a conſider- 


able quantity of land, eſpecially on Fiſh Creek, | 
in the diſtrict of Mr. Schreiber. He ſeems to be 
a worthy man, but is conſtantly dull and moroſe. 


The fever, which ſeized me near Philipſtown, 


prevented me from collecting the information, 


which I might have otherwiſe been able to pro- 


cure, at the different places where the {tage ſtop- 
ped. What little intelligence I have been able 
do gather is, that the medium price of land is 
here from five to eight dollars an acre. The laſt 


place, before you reach Lebanon, is Stephentown, 


ſituated on a fine large creek. It belongs to the 


Patron : this is the general appellation of Mr. 


Renſſclaer, at Albany, as well as in its environs. 
The face of the country is ſad and melancholy ; it 
is mountainous and rocky, and bears no trees but 


hemlock-fir and white. pine. On the road from 


| Stephentown to Lebanon, the country expands | 
into an amphitheatre, formed by numerous moun - 


tains of various 11ze and ſhape, moiſt of which lie 


in graſs up to the very ſummits. At the end of 


a very circuitous journey through this vale you 


+ reach the inn of Mr. Srow. 


Lebanon poſſeſſes a mineral ſpring, cloſe to 
which ſtands the inn of Mr. Stow, on the decli- 
yity of a mountain; moſt of the invalides, who 
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drink the waters 
From this point the proſpect of the vale, or rather 


miles from the inn. 
the preceding evening, I ſhould have ſeen them 
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, board therefore at the inn. 


of the low grounds, is moſt pleaſing. *' A number 


of ſmall houſes, ſcattered over the fields, and ſe- 


veral villages, enhance the charms of this delight- 


ful view, which, on my arrival at the inn, I 


was too indiſpoſed to enjoy. I was obliged to 


creep into my bed, although it was ſcarcely five 


o'clock, to. ſuſtain my fit of the ague, to take 
an emetic, and to renounce whatever remarkable 
5 objects this _ itſelf, or its mein may con- 


tain. 
SHAKERS. 


In America, or at leaſt in ſome States of the 0 
Union, no ſtages are ſuffered to travel on Sun- 


| days; this is the cafe in the State of New Vork. 


Mr. Mac-ELnOox and myſelf” ſpent, therefore, 
the morning in viſiting the ſociety called Sha- 
kers, who have formed a ſettlement, three or four 


Had I not been indiſpoſed | 


at work, and, by means of my continual queries, 


| might have obtained ſome accurate information 


concerning their origin, their regulation, the 
mode of huſbanding and diſtributing the com- 
monwealth of the ſociety, the manner of pur- 


chaſing eſtates, of recruiting and preſerving the 
ſociety, and eſpecially on its preſent ſtate, We 


Were 
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were now obliged to content ourſelves with VieW= | 
ing their villages, the infide of their houſes, their 
gardens, and their religious worſhip, without any 
guide, and to reſt ſatisfied with what intelligence 
we could obtain from our landlord and another 
| man, who ſaid that he was well acquainted with 
the ſociety. | ; 
As to their form of government; the ſociety. i 18 
a republic, governed 1 in-a deſpotic manner. All 
the members work tor the benefit of the ſociety, 
which ſupplies them! in clothes and victuals, un- 
der the direction of the Chief Elder, whom they 
elect, and whoſe power is unlimited. Subordi- 
nate to him are inſpectors of all claſſes, inveſted 
with different degrees of authority. The ac- 
counts reach him in a certain regular order and 
gradation; and in the ſame manner are his orders 


8 5 carried into effect. It would be high treaſon to 


addreſs the Chief Elder himſelf, unleſs the ad- 
dreſſer belongs to a claſs which enjoys this privi- 
lege; in any other caſe this offence is ſeverely 
| puniſhed, or cenſured, if it be committed by a 
| ſtranger, ignorant of this law. Marriage 1s pro- 
| hibited in this ſociety, which is recruited merely 
by proſelytes, who are, however, far leſs numer- 

ous at preſent, than eighty years ago, when they 
firſt ſettled in this country. Married men and 
women are admitted into the foriety, © on condi- 
1 1 | Ef =_ 
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tion that they 1 renounce each other They fre- 
quently bring their children with them, who in 
this caſe become a common property of the ſo- 
ciety. It ſometimes happens, that, in ſpite of the 
prohibition, the fleſh will have its way ; but, in 


ſuch caſes, a ſevere, exemplary, and corporal, pu- 
niſhment is inflicted on the offenders; - and this 
| puniſhment 1 18 not mitigated, if they effect their = 
eſcape to join in lawful wedlock, for, on their 
being apprehended, they are puniſhed with the 


ſame ſeverity, as if they were not married. Al- 
though the members of this ſociety do not bind 


themſelves by vows, yet, in cloſe adherence to 


their tenets, men and women live in ſeparate 


apartments, though in the ſame houſe. The 
village contains four ſuch houſes ; all the other 
buildings are ſtores or ſhops, in which all ſorts 
of trade and manufactures are carried on. They | 


make cloth, gauze, ſhoes, ſaddles, whips, nails, 
cabinet-work, in ſhort, ever article which is ſure 
to find a ready market. They ſell their commo- | 
dities either here or in the neighbouring towns. 
The women perform fuch buſineſs as 1s generally 


| allotted to their ſex. 


This frame of ſociety has attained, it ſhould 
ſeem, a high degree of perfection. The emula- 
tion among the members is uncommonly great, 
and the ſociety 1 © confocal property, the 


; amount 
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amount of which is, however, known to none 


but the Chief Elder. The Shakers are an honeſt, 


good natured, ſet of people; they perform their 


engagements with the utmoſt punctuality, are ex- 


cellent neighbours, faithful workmen, and very 


moderate in their prices. This is the whole ſtock 


of information which I have been able to collect 
on the abſurdities and peculiarities of the Shakers. 

In regard to the form of their religious worſhip, 
1 can ſpeak from my own obſervation, On our 
arrival they were already aſſembled in the place 
where they held their meeting. This is a hall, 


about ſeventy feet in length by forty-five or £9 | 


in breadth, with eighteen windows, by whic 
light and a free circulation of air is procured. At 


each end of the hall is a fire-place ; benches are 


placed all along the walls, and ſome on the right 


of the fire-place. The doors, by which the men 
and women enter the hall, are in one of the long 


ſides. The inſide is overlaid with plaſter of Paris; 


the ornaments of wood, and window- frames, are 


painted light- blue, and the benches red. Who- 


ever could find room, fat down ; and the reſt, by 
far the greateſt part, were ſtanding. The Chief 
Elder was ſeated nearly in the centre, on a bench 


oppoſite the door, and a place between the two 


doors was aſſigned to our party. The moſt pro- 
found ſilence was obſerved. The men were dreſſed 


in 
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in a blue coat, black waiſtcoat, and pantaloons of 
blue and white ſpotted cloth. The women wore 


a long white gown, a blue petticoat, 'an apron of 


the ſame cloth of which the men's pantaloons , 


were made, a large, ſquare, well plaited handker- 


chief, and a plain cap, tied under the chin, ſuch | 
as the portereſſes of nunneries are accuſtomed _ 


to wear. The hair of the men Is combed ſtraight 


_ down; the hats were all hung on nails. When a 


man or woman is tired of fitting, or wiſhes to 


make room for another member, they get up, and 


their ſeat is occupied by others. Every eye is 


fixed on the ground; every head is bent down- 
ward; and ftupidity is the characteriſtic feature 


of every face. The women hold in their hand 


a blue and white handkerchief, and they ſtood all, 


like the men, with their arms folded. 
> The firſt act of divine ſervice laſted nearly half | 
an hour; on a ſignal of the Chief Elder, all the 


| members preſent aroſe from their ſeats; and'men 


and women formed two diſtinct rows oppoſite 
to cach other, in form of a fan, the central point 


of which was occupied by the Chief Elder, ſtand- 


ing in the, ſame place, Where he was ſeated be- 
fore; the rows opened towards the corners of the 
hall, and their poſition was ſtudied in ſuch a des 
gree, that they were long deliberating on the place, 
where they had to put their feet, before they be- 
i 51 -. ao 
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gan to move. Aſter a ſilence of ſeveral minutes 
obſerved in the ſame poſition, during which the 
hands and faces of many of the members were 
ſtrongly convulſed, and their knees and legs ſhook 
and trembled, the chief made another ſignal, with- 
out which nothing is done. They fell all on their 
| knees, and aroſe again a few minutes after. The 


Chief Elder now commenced a chaunt, in which 


both the noſe and throat bore an equal ſhare, 
and which was confined within the compals of 
.our deep notes ; no words could be diſtinguiſhed. 
The whole meeting repeated the chaunt ; and 
again ceaſed, on a ſignal from the Chief Elder. 
After a. ſhort ſilence, and upon another ſignal, the 
poſition was changed. Men and women, who 
are conſtantly ſeparate, drew up in nine or ten 
_ ranks, facing the chief elder, by whoſe ſide two 
or three men and.as many women, the elders; of 
the ſociety, had taken their ſeats. The troop of 
women was disjoined from that of the men by 
a ſmall interval of one or two paces. I have 
omitted mentioning, that the men, previouſly to 
their drawing up in rank and file, pulled off their 
coats, which they hung up by their hats, and ap- 
peared in their ſhirt-fleeyes, tied with a black 
riband. The women changed not their dreſs. 
The Chief Elder commenced another chaunt, 
much the ſame as the former, accompanied by 
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for the dancing members. 
of the men and women conſiſt in a genuflection; 
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the elders, and the firſt part ſung by the women, 


which rendered it tolerably melodious. This 


chaunt was no ſooner begun, than the whole aſ- 


ſembly ſtarted into a ſort of dance, made a ſpring 


and a bow forwards, a ſpring and a bow to the 
right, a ſpring and a bow backwards, a ſpring and 
a bow to the left, twelve ſprings and twelve bows 


forwards, and then began the ſame motions again, 
until the Chief Elder ceaſed to ſing, which is the 
ſignal of filence for the elders, and of immobility 


* 


the head is bent downwards, the arms are open, 


and the feet advance with a ſort of light caper. 


The women make the ſame courteſies as the men, 


but they glide along rather than caper. All theſe 


motions are made to the tune, with a preciſion | 
and exactneſs, which would do honour to the beſt 
diſciplined regiment. When this ceremony is 
over, they firſt reſume their former poſition in 


rows, and afterwards their ſeats near the walls. 
The Chief Elder at times utters a few words, but 


they are unintelligible to a ſtranger. When all 
theſe different ſcenes have been acted, two women 


appear, each furniſhed with a broom, and ſweep. 
firſt the place occupied by the men, who draw 


up in cloſe order, to make room for the ſweepers, 


| 1 then that Sceupicd by the women, which 


* 15 being 


The courteſies both 
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being done, the ſame courteſies, chaunts and ca- 
pers recommence again. The whole ſervice laſted 
about three hours. I had armed myſelf with a 
| ſufficient ſhare of patience, to wait the cloſe of 
the cermony, in hopes, that I ſhould be able to 
_ converſe either with the Chief Elder, or another 
member of the ſociety ; but in this I was diſap- 
pointed. Upon a ſignal from the Chief Elder the 
meeting was broken up; the members took their 
hats and ſticks, moved off two and two: and the 
Chief Elder followed, conducted by one of the 
Elders. The women, after having covered their 
flat cap with a hat equally flat, went out of the 
hall by a ſeparate door, and brought up the rear, 
at an equal ſtep, and their arms folded. 

We were told, that they were going to dinner, 
but could not learn any farther particulars. On 
Sundays no ſtrangers obtain admittarice to their 
garden; we could only view it over the railings, 
and found, that it was large, beautiful, and kept 
in good order. All the culinary plants, which 
are not wanted for their own conſumption, ſhoot | 
up into ſeed, of which they ſell confiderable 
quantities. All their railings and doors are paint- 
ed with as much care, as in the beſt kept Engliſh 
garden. The former run along the ſtreets, to ſe- 
_ parate them from the houſes. Neat little poſts, 

painted with equal care, mark the foot-way. The 


bp whole 
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whole forms the neateſt, prettieſt, and moſt plea- 
fant ſight, I ever ſaw. I repeat it once more, 
that what little I have ſeen of this ſociety 1s ſuf- 
ficient to convince me, that with the utmoſt ab- 
#7 ſurdity 1 in point of religious principles and Wor- 
ſhip, the Shakers unite much order, activity and 
good ſenſe in their buſineſs, and uncommon abi- 
lities in the management of their affairs. 


— 
— 


. 1 
ES 33 s T > 


— a I 1 
= - — — = = Z > 
y; a < . 2 "37 3... - * 42x; py — 8 

—— — - Z 2 - . — — = . 1 © AT di \ — rene 
c * — — 363 . * 3 

—— 3 — CE Ins IE. — 7 — 3-08 — rr — - 45; "pH 

ro - — — - * 1 — g 5 — - eo au 
. —— = _— — — — - . 23 . . ons — 
b = — — — ? : CO ͥ— —— j / TY 2 — | Ae 
of * 2 a. 2» - — 1 2 * er — 
== ERS En == — ¶ — — : 
— ; —— _ — 


— 


— 


— Ge De ESE 


1 if | Among the ſiſters were ſome very handſome 
Wn! | 4 


9 3 girls, but the major part were rather advanced in 

| years. The number of young men is compara- 
tively much greater. This ſociety, which has 
nothing in common with the Friends or Qua- 
kers, was tranſplanted, twenty-two years ago, 
from England to America. The firſt and prin- 
cipal ſettlement was formed in 1774, at Niſ- 
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queunia, in the ſtate of New Vork, a few miles 
above Albany; ſince that time, one or two more 
have been inſtituted. The chief leader of the 
ſect is a woman ; the firſt was one ANN Lrcog, 

who, it is reported, had been kept by an Engliſh - | 
officer. She died in 1784, and Was ſucceeded by 
another, elected by the ſect, from an opinion, 
'that, like ker predeceſſor, ſhe 18 infallible and al- 
lied with the Deity ; ſhe reſides in Niſqueunia. 
The chief elders are her deputics and ſubſtitutes 

in the different ſettlements. 

1 he medicinal v aters of Lebanon ſpring i in a 
tolerable - 
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tolerable quantity behind the inn of Mr. Stow, 
and are collected in a baſon, ſix cubic feet 1n 
extent, for the convenience of the drinkers, At 
the extremity of the baſon ſtands a miſerable hut, 
which contains the bath, filled by means of one 


cock, and emptied by another. About one hun- 
dred paces below the bath, the ſame waters turn 


a griſt-mill with two courſes. Their uſe 18 pre- 
ſcribed in almoſt all diſtempers ; whether they be 
of any ſeryice, I know not, but they ſeemingly 


enjoy leſs celebrity, than the medicinal ſprings of 


Balltown and Saratoga, and in point of taſte dif- 
fer not in the leaſt from common water. From 
the great number of bubbles, that are conſtantly 
riſing from the bottom to the ſurſace, the Leba- 


non waters appear to be impregnated with fixed 


air. Dr. CRAIG, of Boſton, the proprietor of 
this ſpring, is to erect, next year, the neceſlary 


buildings for the accommodation of the valetu- 


dinarians, . who repair to this place for the uſe of 


the, waters. 


The price of land is here, according to its va- 


riations of quality, from ſix to twenty-five dollars 


an acre. Mr. Stow, as well as his whole family, 
nurſed me with the une £ gabe; during my u- 


_ nels. 


The ſtages bins 3 to ) ſet out as ſoan n as 
the afternoon's ſervice is over, ve proceeded on 
Hf 3 our 
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our journey to Pittsfield, which you generally 


reach the firſt day of your departure from Albany, 
unleſs it be a Sunday. On the fummit of Han- 


cock-mountain, to which you turn on leaving 


the low grounds, the boundary of New Vork 
Joins that of Maſſachuſetts. The country on the 
other fide of the mountain widens into a more 


open proſpect, although ſome ſmall eminences 
continue yet in view, which are cultivated and 
adorned with houſes. You ſee Pittsfield five or 
ſix miles before you reach it. : 
It is a ſmall neat town, built about enenty-fire 
years ago. The houſes are moſtly of joiner's 
work, large and handſome ; the price both of 
land and labour is much the ſame as in Lebanon, 


but the currency is of a different ſtandard. A 


dollar is here worth fix ſhillings. Pittsfield lies 
in the county of Berkſhire, which contains about 
Try thouſand inhabitants. <9 | 

Being much weakened by my elde $ fit 
of the ague, and expecting another fit this morn- 
ing, I lay down as ſoon as J arrived. My reſt was 
however interrupted by a love- ſcene, acted in the 
paſſage, by Mr. Mac-Elroy and a niece of the 
landlord, a tall, buzom laſs with tine eyes. Give 
me a kit, my dear—do, give me a kiſs, I heard 
a whole hour together. I congratulated my tra- 
velling companion the ncxt morning on his amo- 

| h rOus 
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rous adventure, Which, however, had been con- 


fined to the moſt tender and ardent kiſſes on both 


ſides; any thing more having been conſtantly re- 


fuſed. I relate this trifling anecdote, as it may 
ſerve to give an idea of American manners, Ad- 
ventures of this deſcription are ſaid to be very 
common, without the leaſt diſparagement to the 


honour of the amorous laſſes, although at times 


they are carried ſomewhat farther. = 

Having arrived yeſterday in a covered cart, we 
were promiſed a better carriage for this day's 
journey; and yet this better carriage conſiſted in 
an open cart. On conſidering that I was to ſuſ- 
tain my fit of the ague in this cart, I could not 
but find it extremely inconvenient; but the law 


of neceſſity ſuperſedes all deliberation. I was at 
_ conſiderable pains to obtain a little hay, on which 


I might reſt; and thus ſhaking with the cold fit 
of the ague, and broiled by the ſcorching ſun, I 
paſſed over the Green Mountains, a wild, rocky 


tract of country, but cultivated up to the ſum» 


mit of the mountains; a ſcene, which frequently 
recalled to my mind the proſpects of Switzerland, 


and eſpecially the mountains in the Pays de Vaud. 
The road lies over a chain of rocks. Midway 


from Northampton our cart ſtopped. Utterly 
unable to proceed any farther, I lay down to fuſ- 


* my fie of the ague, and continued in bed 
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two hours. Through the ee of the 


driver, we obtained here a covered poſt- coach, 
ſuſpended upon ſprings, and thus reached at 


length Northampton, a neat town, ſituated in a 


pleaſant country, and containing many hand- 


ſome and convenient houſes, among which is an 
inn, ſcarcely equalled by any other in America. 
The building is ſpacious and neat, the apartments 
are well diſtributed, the family conſiſts of well- 


bred people, and the articles of proviſion are good 
and in abundance. The ſituation of Northamp- 
ton is extremely pleaſant. The banks of the Con- 
necticut, on which the town is ſeated, offer a de- | 
lightful proſpect, and lie almoſt entirely in grafs. 
The houſes are well- built and neatly painted. 
The. number of the inhabitants amounts to ſix- 
teen hundred. It is the capital of the county of 
Hampſhire, i in the ſtate of Maſlachuſetts. | The 
town. carries on ſome trifling trade with Hart- 


1 ford; to which it tranſmits, in veſſels, the produce 
| of. the ſurrounding country. Great numbers of 
cattle are fattened in the county, which contains 


about ſixty thouſand inhabitans. 
Maſſachuſetts i is as much cultivated as ae 
I e did not paſs through the moſt fertile 


part of this ſtate, it being covered with ſtones and 


rocks, and yet it is throughout cultivated. The 


| houſes he cloſe. to. cach other, and ſtand i in the 


midſt 
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pur of the fields and farms to which they be- 
long. They are extremely well built, conſiſt of 


joiner's work, and are very neatly painted white. 


| The ſtables and barns are painted red. Nearly 


all the fences are made of ſtones collected from 


the fields. The harveſt is completely houſed, 


and the farmers are buſied in mowing the after- 
crop of graſs. Six or ſeven mowers are at work 


in the ſame meadow. This carries an appear- 
ance of activity and proſperity, which is extremely 
pleaſing, and keeps alive the remembrance of 


Europe. Numbers of horſes are ſeen in the fields, 


which, however, arc not remarkable for beauty: 


The cattle are of a fine breed, and all the paſ- 


ture-grounds are covered with them. | 

On leaving Northampton, you croſs the beau- 
tiful rrver Connecticut. The banks, being well- 
wooded, and ſloping gently towards the bed of 
the ſtream, ſecure the country from imindation. 
While crofling the river, J learned, that veſſels 
of fifteen or twenty tons burthen fail fifty miles 


farther up the river, and that ſhips can come up 
as far as within forty miles of Northampton. 


We halted in Bellytown, where the New Vork 


road meets that of Albany. Our travelling party 
had this morning already been enereaſed by a 
dirty little boy, and was now augmented by the 


fame who arrived in _ New York ſtage, 
| and 


_ r 1 7 — n — * * SO eg Tied > 4 * N 
_ > 2 ar 2 — e 2 TD me ER oo CEE 4 . 5 2 4 = 
a Eh LE. De = oo DL, R 5 * 3 23 eat EEE 3 nd os irs 
: : 1 = SARS TEL ESA” FA Ina 2 - 2 3 * — 2 — Oda ves $i, 6 to * 2 2 * -. * 1 
8 2 * 4 | as the 5 1 1 J 2 
2 n — OBOE Hades d - oft 30% F320 DERCS I N — Wap 


x 
Pe 
8 
* 1 
9 
1 
= 
1 
1 Z 4 
2 
2655 
bf 
3} 
2-0 6 
8:1. 
. 2 
N 
* 
} 
4 
"x 
ES 
3 
wet 
14M 
| p 
q 2 1 
* 7 
13 
: wk 
T6 
14 
4 
81 
'T 
WEN 
85 
* 
: 
Ci 0 
1 
N 
7 , 
WER 
- 553 
13 
l 3 £ 
77 
17 
4:8 
12 
1 5 
Ct 
q 
NV 
5 
11 
1 
1 
5 
| 
* 
Fs 
14 
* bp! 
N. 
9 
i 
9 ; 
4, 
£31 
242 
i 
4 
i, 
1 5 
1 
31 
4+ 
142 
1 
Y no 
47 
"Wi 
1 
bY 
\ 
224 
684 
q 
yt 
p 
| 
( 
Is i 
* 
a 
8 
14 
10 
"as 
bi 


——_ 


2 xr ET En = 
= — - — — 

8 5 — Se 2 

0 N TT 

— > 46 ht . r 

6% r f 
— > þ * » . 

5 


106  _ TRAVELS ThROV en 


1 by two other travellers, a Mr. WILLIAM- 
8 so, a land- holder of Georgia and pleaſant com- 
panion, but a violent Partizan of the Anti- fede- 

raliſt party; and a young man of New Vork, 
whoſe name I did not learn. Continually the 
ſame ſort of land, but better roads as far as Spen- 
cer, where the two waggoners of the old and new 


Boſton roads waited our arrival, to try to prevail 
upon us, each in his turn, to give the preference 
to his road. I was determined to chooſe that, 
which the others ſhould not. I wanted further 
_ reſt and convenience, as I had not paſſed the day, 
on which I was free from the fever, quite 1o 
well as 91 firſt. 4 f 


THE F 11 5 OF WILLIAMS. 


* 


| We made our arrangements in quob manner, 
that four perſons only obtained ſeats in our ſtage- 
coach; I procured a back ſcat. In Worceſter 
three ladics joined our party, who, on perceiving 
my ſickly appearance, would not accept my ſeat. 
But, notwithſtanding their politeneſs, and in 
ſpite of my firm determination to bear up as long 
as poſſible, I was obliged to ſtop at Marlborough. 
Unable to endure any longer the jolting of the 
coach, I was neceſſitated to entreat my travelling 
companions to ſet. me down at an inn, where I 
Was certain of an opportunity of purſuing my 
Journey 


4 


„ 
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journey in the mail- coach. And well had I done 


to ſtop here, for I was no ſooner in bed, than J 
was ſeized with a very violent fit of illneſs, in 


addition to the ague. Although exceſſively ill, 


I was ſenſible of my dreadful ſituation, being 
thus laid on a bed of ſickneſs among people who 
had never ſeen me before; and this idea threw 


me into an agitation of mind, which bordered on 
deſpair. But, fortunately the family, in whoſe 
Houſe I had ſtopped, were the beſt people in the 


world. Both men and women took as much 


care of me, as if I had been their own child. Eſ- 
pecially the women, young and old for the fa- 


mily is very numerous - nurſed me with the ut- 


moſt ſolicitude and attention. Having obſerved, 


that I was attacked by a diarrhoea, which laſted 
two days, and was probably the effect of heat 


upon an emaciated conſtitution, they inſiſted up- 


on ſending for a phyſician. I was obliged to 


yield. to their remonſtrances; the phyſician 
came; and, as he could not poſſibly leave me 


without preſcribing ſomething, he gave me pills. 
[ was under the neceſſity of continuing four 


days longer in this houſe, where I experienced 
the beſt treatment; and which, from my un- 
common weakneſs, I was not able to leave. I 


had there another fit of the fever, which ren- 


dered me delirious, and afforded me additional 


grounds to praiſe this excellent famuly. 
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Fheir name is WILLIAMS. The great grand- 
father of the Williams, who at preſent keeps the 
inn, arrived here with the firſt ſettlers from Eng- 
land, and, which is peculiarly remarkable, built 
the houſe | which is now inhabited by his great 
grandſon. The room, which I occupied, has not 
ſince that time undergone the leaſt alteration ; all 
the deſcendants of the firſt Williams, the . 
landlord included, were born in this room. The 

brothers of the landlord, the ſiſters of his wife, 
their children, and his own, live all together, and 
form one family. 7 | 

- Beſide the 1 inn, which being much ems 
cannot but yield a conſiderable profit, Williams 
poſſeſſes an eſtate of two hundred acres, nearly 
three- fourths of which are under cultivation, or, 
to ſpeak more properly, lie in graſs, which is the 
general cuſtom in Maſſachuſetts. Meadows, 
which arc mowed very carly, yield a ſecond crop, 
and produce from two to three tons of hay per 
acre. Such land as does not lie in graſs is ſown 
with Indian corn. They alſo ſow a little oats 
and barley, but no more than i 18 neceſſary for the 

feed of the horſes and the conſumption of the 
inn. The prejudice in favour of Indian corn is 
deeply rooted in this country ; but the ſtate of 
agriculture 1s, upon the whole, far better here 
5 IE in any part of America, which I have hither- 
to traverſed. The dung 1s carefully preſerved, 
| and 
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and even the freet-dift 1 18 made uſe of as a ma- 
nure, and in ſpring laid on the fields. Agriculture 
is not ſo well underſtood here as in England; 
but they think of the moſt proper means of carry- 
ing it to a higher degree of perfection, and con- 
verſe on agricultural improvements with good 
ſenſe and judgment. Cattle are here in great 
abundance, and of a very fine breed. Boſton offers 
 acertain and ready market for all the productions 
vhich can be ſent thither. The breed of pigs 18 
remarkably fine; they | grow | uncommonly fat. 
Day-labourers may be procured in great abund- 
ance; their wages are four ſhillings and ſixpence 
a day, or from ten to twelve dollars a month. _ 
This part of America diſplays 1 in every reſpect 
true European induſtry. In every village the 
ſtreets along the road are lined with ſhops. Ca- 
- binet-makers, ſhoe-makers, ſaddlers, coach-ma- 
kers, and tanners, are very numerous. My friend 
Williams was not ſufficiently verſed in the poli- 
tical economy of the country to inform me of the 
exact proportion of the taxes and other public 
burthens. All he was able to tell me on this ſub- 
ject was, that the aggregate ſum of his aſſeſſ- 
ments, taxes, county and pariſh rates included, 
amounts yearly to about torty dollars, beſides four 
5 dollars and half for his licence to keep the inn. 
Doctor Corry, a ſurgeon, who attended me, 
| | and 
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and poſſeſſes an eſtate of eighty acres, pays no 


more than twenty dollars. He is alſo a very wor- 


thy man, whom l have every reaſon to praiſe. 


All theſe people buſy themſelves much with 
politics, and from the landlord down. to the houſe- 


maid they all read two newſpapers a day. Mr. 
Williams and Dr. Cotty are by no means friendly 


to the treaty, becauſe they do not like the Eng- 


liſh, and contend that no reliance can be placed 
on that nation. But they ſay, at the ſame time, 
that it muſt all be leſt to the Preſident, Who will 
make every thing right. I muſt repeat it once 
more, that 1 cannot beſtow too much praiſe on 
the kindneſs of theſe excellent people. Being 
_ a ſtranger, utterly unacquainted with them, ſick, 

and appcaring in the garb of mediocrity, border- 


ing on indigence, I poſſeſſed not the leaſt claim 
on the hoſpitality of this reſpectable family, but 
ſuch as their own kindneſs and humanity could 
ſuggeſt; and yet, during the five days I continued 
in their houſe, they neglected their own buſineſs 
to nurſe me with the tendereſt care and unwea- 


ried ſolicitude. They heightened ſtill more the 


generoſity of their conduct by making up their 


account in a manner ſo extremely reaſonable, that 


three times its amount would not have been too 


much for the trouble 1 had cauſed them. May 


this reſpectable 18 ever enjoy the bleſſings 


which 


„ 
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wiz they ſo well deſerve ! This ſhall be my 


conſtant, fervent wiſh until my laſt moment. 


Having at length Tecovered ſomewhat more 


| ſtrength, to bear the fatigue of a journey, and be- 
ing defirous of reaching Boſton, as ſoon as poſ- 
ſible, as I hoped to find ſome letters in that city, 
I took a ſeat in the mail-coach, which ſtops at 


Williams's houſe. It is the ſame ſort of carriage 


as a ſtage-coach, except that it is lighter, better 


ſuſpended, and takes but ſix paſſengers, its chief 


deſtination being to carry the mail. I had ſcarcely 
proceeded three or four miles, when we were met 
by a coach and four. It was General Knox, 
who, during a temporary reſidence in Boſton, on 
account of private buſineſs, having accidentally 


learned, that I lay ill at Marlborough, came to 
take me to Boſton. My ſatisfaction and grati- 
_ tude for this uncommon kindneſs may be eaſily 


conceived. I had frequently ſeen him at Phila- 
delphia, in the courſe of laſt winter; had often 
been at his houſe, which I found extremely plea- 
ſant; but had not the leaſt right to expect ſuch 
a diſtinguiſhed act of kindneſs. I was too weak 
to expreſs my fechngs, but was the more over- 


whelmed by them. 


The road from Marlborough to Bodkin is a 


continual village. Twenty miles from this city 


begins an pred line of handſome houſes, 


cleanly 
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cleanly and pleaſant buildings, 1 neat * and 


fine orchards, which form all together a rich and 


delightful proſpect, the charms of which are ſtill 


more enhanced by numberleſs horſes, cattle, and 


ſheep, which enliven the landſcape, and are ſhel- 


tered from the ſcorching ſun by clumps of trees, 


planted for that purpoſe. You ſee every where 


numerous churches, of a ſimple conſtruction, but 


neatly painted, and furniſhed with fine ſpires. : 
They are ſurrounded with open ſtables, in which 
the country-people put up their horſes during 
the ſervice. This 1s a pretty general cuſtom 


: throughout America, unknown in Europe, but 


which is more carefully attended to in Maſſa- 
chuſetts, the moſt opulent and populous of theſe 
ſtates I have hitherto ſeen. 

At laſt you paſs through the handſome . 
of Cambridge, and reach Boſton by a wooden 


bridge, which was finiſhed laſt year, and which, 
including the cauſeway leading to it, is a mile in 


length. This bridge was conſtructed at the ex- 


pence of a company, who receive a toll, which 
yields nearly twenty per cent intereſt on the ca- 
pital ſpent 1n building the bridge. I was too much 
indiſpoſed fully to enjoy the view of this delight- 
ful country, which reminds a man of England 
on many accounts, but was not altogether infen- 
ſible to its charms. en 

BOSTON. 
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BOSTON. Pf.... 


„ towns; dich are moſt populous, ive an- 
cient, and moſt flouriſhing in point of trade and 
induſtry, and which on theſe grounds intereſt 
moſt the curioſity of foreigners, are exactly thoſe 
on which a traveller has leaſt to remark. All the 
obſervations, which he might make in regard to 
them, have been anticipated by others, and he 
will frequently waſte his talents in repeating, with 

leſs accuracy, what hiſtoriographers, gazetteers; 
nay directories, have ſaid before him. This is 
ein the caſe with Boſton. Dr. Morſe's Ame- 
rican Geography, and a variety of directories, pubs 
liſhed in that town, give a more minute, and pro- 
bably a more exact account of it, than all the in- 
formation which the moſt active foreigner can 
collect in. the ſpace of ſix months. I ſhall; there- 
fore, forbear entering into any details, which 
_ would be uſeleſs, and which my friends eh. _ 
procure. 
The town of Boſton i is ſituated on a peniftfübed 
The iſthmus, which connects it with the conti- 
nent, is but a few yards in breadth, ſo that it 
might eaſily be cut through, ſhould the ſafety of 
the place demand it. Boſton is ſo completely 
girt by the ſea, that the ſhorteſt bridge, by which 


you can reach it, is a third of a mile 1 in length. 


Ve ... 
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The harbour is four or five miles in depth, of 


a ſtill greater breadth, and interſperſed with nu- 
merous iſlands, which form a more pleaſing proſ- 


pect from none of them being Perfect flat and 


level. 


Several of theſe lands are ſituated at the en- 
trance of the harbour, which from one ſide to 


the other may be five miles in breadth, but the 


navigable part of which is ſeareely half a mile 
wide. The paſſage between moſt of theſe iſlands 


18 inacceſſible for ſhips of more than two hun- 


dred tons burthen. The only channel, paſſable 
for ſhips of a larger ſize, lies between two iſlands, 
one of which is called Caftle Iſland, and the 


other Governor's Iiland, half a mile diſtant from 


each other. This channel is ſtill more narrowed 
by a third of it only having ſufficient depth of 
water, eſpecially for ſhips of a deep draught, which 
are obliged to ſteer along Caſtle Iſland at the diſ- 


tance of two hundred yards from the land. It 


theſe iſlands were fortified in ſuch a manner, as 


to be able to cannonade ſhips with effect long 
before they could draw near, and even after they 
had reached the port, the town of Boſton would 


be moft powerfully protected tram any attack, 
that might be made on it. 


General Knox, who but very lately reſigned ae 


place of Secretary at War, told me, that not only 
are 
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are plans TROVE up 1 approv 80 of for erecting 
theſe fortifications, but that Congreſs has alſo re- 
ſolved to bear the expence, eſtimated at one hun- 
dred thouſand dollars, forty thouſand of which 
vere already granted two years ago, that the work 
might immediately be commenced; but that the 
legiflature of the State of Maſſachuſetts oppoſes 
the execution of this plan. | 

As many of my readers may be at a loſs to 
conceive the poſſibility of ſuch an oppoſition to 
the reſolution of the Congreſs, and to the poſi- 
tive orders of the Preſident, I think it e 
to explain this matter. 

If a place is to be fortified by the W the 

State, in the territory of which it is ſeated, muſt 

previouſly cede it to the Union, which ' takes 1t 
under its immediate protection, and the ceſſion of 

the above iſlands has hitherto met with ſo ſtrong 
an oppoſition on the part of the legiſlature, that 
it has not yet been poſſible to obtain it. The 
true cauſe of this oppoſition 1s the general aver- 
ſion of the States againſt ſubjecting any part of 
their territory to the ſupremacy of the Union, 
and the pretence alleged in the caſe under con- 
ſideration is, that Caſtle Iſland is the only ſafe 
place for convicts, who are kept here to hard la- 
bour, and who cannot be ſent to any ther plies 
equally ſafe and convenient. 
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The legiſlative power has, bon nals the 


; propoſal of fortifying this iſland, without ceding 


it to the Union. Sixty ſoldiers, paid by the ſtate, 


form the garriſon of this iſland, which violates 
the ſpirit as well as the letter of the conſtitutional 
act, enacting, in expreſs terms, © that in time of 


peace no ſingle ſtate ſhall maintain any Regular 
troops.” EY 
The anti-federaliſt "AY are - cha as being 

the chief authors and abettors of the above op- 
poſition ; but it does not appear, that the op- 


Poſers belong all to that party. T heir number, 
it is aſſerted, begins now to decreaſe, and the 


whole ſenate 1s favourably diſpoſed for the forti- 
fication, ſo that it probably will ſoon be com- 
ments | ens 

In this probable manner, the otherwiſe incon- 


een oppoſition to the joint will of the Con- 


greſs and Preſident, in a matter of ſo much im- 
portance, has been explained to me. 
All the inhabitants, with whom I have con- 


verſed on the preſſing neceſſity of erecting theſe 


fortifications, manifeſted a ſort of indifference, ; 


for which I can only account from their attention 
being entirely engroſſed by their private affairs. 


If you obſerve to them“ That the Engliſh, in 
the preſent ſtate of things, may eaſily run three 
or four frigates) into the harbour, burn all the ſhip- 
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ping | ſet the houſes on fire, and retreat without 
the leaſt danger' —they grant all this, but add, 
« The Engliſh will not come ; we have no war, 
and ſhall wage none ; we have nothing to fear.“ 
They ſeem to forget, that the ſpirit of revenge 
againſt revolted ſubjects conſtantlyanimates Great 


Britain; which will never conſider the Americans 
but in that light; though circumſtances may 
force the Engliſh cabinet to enter into public 
negociations with the United States, and that 


this ſpirit of revenge is peculiarly directed againſt 


Boſton, where the revolution began in ſo deciſive 


a manner*, They ſeem not to conſider, that the 
wealth and importance of Boſton afford addi- 


tional reaſons for ſtrengthening its means of de- 
fence, and that the importance of a ſtate is en- 


creaſed in the eſtimation of its enemies, and of 


all foreign powers, in proportion as it is rendered 


* The futility of this reaſoning precludes refutation, but 


it is a circumſtance, worthy of remark, that the Preſident 


of the Union, under whoſe adminiſtration the relations of 
amity and friendſhip between Great Britain and the United 
States have been ſo fully eſtabliſhed, is the man who bore 
the moſt conſpicuous part in the deciſive meaſures which 
commenced the revolution at Boſton, the man who in Br1g- 
SoT's judgment has the exceſs of republican virtues,” and 
who of conſequence mutt be thoroughly convinced of the 
wiſdom of the political ſyſtem which he has puriued with 


unſhaken firmneſs.— Tan. 
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leſs EMT fe by the adoption of the moſt pro- 


per and moſt vigorous meaſures of defence. 
| Theſe are all principles of acknowledged truth; 


and theſe maxims ſo evidently apply to the United 


States, and eſpecially to Boſton, that even the cir- 


cumſtance of the attention of the inhabitants be- 
ing entirely abſorbed by their private intereſt falls 


ſhort of ſatisfactorily explaining the indifference, 


which they diſplay in regard to fortifications, of 
the neceſſity of which they are perfectly aware. 
The preſent ſtate of Cattle Iſland, garriſcned 
by ſixty armed ſoldiers, and where on the ruins 
of an ancient rampart fiſty pieces of cannon are 


lying, moſt of which are deſtitute of trunnions, 
would be a matter of ſincere regret even for him, 


who ſhould have the intereſt of America and the 
humiliation of England leſs at heart, than 1 have#. 


J lament it moſt ſincerely, inaſmuch, as ſetting 


apart the conſideration of danger, it beſpeaks a 


degree of national indolence, which, I am ſorry 


to ſay, is truly difgracetul. 
Governof's Iiland is . leſs fortified 3 


* The callous with which the author here points out 
the ſource of his inveQtives againſt the Britiſh government, 
and the origin of the ſarcaſtic cenfire, which on all occa— 
Hons he paſſes on the Engliſh cabinet, deſerves much praite, 
He inveighs and cenſures, bee auſe he anxiouſly deſnes the 
hun. n England. ran. 
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Caſtle Iſland; a block-houſe, erected on an emi- 
nence, forms the only means of defence. In 
France three hundred pieces of cannon would be 
mounted in theſe iſlands, and the moſt parſimo- 
nious adminiſtration would not repine at this ex- | 
pence, to whatever ſum 1t might amount. 

The foldters, who form the garriſon of Caſtle 
iſland, have a very dirty and mean appearance, 
which does not ſeem to be an inſeparable attribute 
of republican troops. ” 

The convicts of the ſtate of Maſſachuſetts are 
{ent to this iſland, where they are kept at hard 
labour, They are chiefly employed in making 
nails and ſhoes, and are confined by day; ſo that 
in this reſpect their fate is not worſe, than that of 
the garriſon. But no effectual meaſures have 
been adopted to 1mprove their morals, or provide 
jor their welfare at the and of their impriſonment. 
The machinery, introduced into all other nail- 
manuzactorics of America, to ſhorten and caſe 
hard labour, are here only excluded, ſo that the 
convicts work to great diſadvantage, if compared 
with other workmen, and arc not able to lay by 
any ſavings during the time of their captivity, 
which they might uſefully employ, when reſtored 
to the enjoyment of liberty. This heedleſſneſs 
contraſts, in a ſtriking manner, with the admir- 
able attention and order Which prevail | in the pri- 

14 ſons 
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ſons of Philadelphia, the excellent ſtate of which 
will furniſh juſt grounds of cenſure againſt all the 
other ſtates, as long as they imitate not the laud- 
able example of Pennſylvania. 
The Engliſh laws, called in England the com- 
mon law, are obſerved in the ſtate of Maſſachu- 
ſetts in regard to all ſuch points as are not de- 
cided in a different manner by a poſitive law, 
which is frequently the caſe. Fathers poſſeſs the 
right of diſpoſing of their eſtates by a laſt-will, in 2» 
its utmoſt latitude, on condition of their leaving 
to every one of their children ſome part, how- 
ever ſmall, of their property. This right, which 
prodigality, revenge, paternal diſpleaſure, and the 
imbecility of old age, would frequently abuſe in 
our European ſtates, 18 here attended with no 1n- 
convenience. No father has yet made an ill 
uſe of it,” anſwered they, v with whom I remon-. 
ſtrated on the plenitude of this right, veſted in 
the teſtator. This anſwer, worthy of Spartans, 
has, however, not convinced me, that the man- : 
ners of the inhabitants of Maſſachuſetts are as 
remote from an ill uſe of unlimited power, as 
thoſe of the Spartans were from parricide at the 
time of Lycurgus; nor has it reconcited me to 
a law, which, at leaſt in ſome meaſure, is unjuſt. 
The penal code is compoſed of Englith laws, 
ſomewhat mitigated. Mr. SULLIVAN, Attor- 
| ney- 
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15 ney-General of the ſtate, takes peculiar care, that 
juſtice 18 adminiſtered with mercy ; he is a zeal- 
ous partizan, it ſeems, of the criminal law of 
Pennſylvania, and is now engaged in endeavours to 
get it adopted by the legiſlature of Mafſſachuſetts. 

The ſtate levies a tax for the ſupport of go- 
ven amounting to forty thouſand pounds 
ſterling, or one hundred and fifty- three thouſand 
three hundred and thirty-three dollars. The 
quota of each contributing inhabitant towards 
this tax, as well as the county and pariſh- rates, is 
very trifling, though more conſiderable than in 
the ſtates of New York and Pennſylvania. Pro- 
perty, both per/onal and real, is taxed; and ſuch 
parts of it, as are not evident, are rated by com- 
miſſioners, againſt whom bitter complaints are 
preferred at Boſton, relative to the arbitrary man- 
ner, in which they frequently proceed. Theſe 
grievances, it ſeems, are not altogether unfounded. 
No recourſe can be had againſt an unjuſt valua- 
tion on the part of the commiſſioners, as, in or- 
der to obtain redreſs, the complainants would be 
obliged to diſcloſe the real amount of their pro- 
perty ; which, as they are generally men of great 
wealth, unjuſtly taxed from motives of jealouſy 
and envy, they with to avoid. Several of them 
have left Boſton, and ſettled in other ſtates or 
towns, where they enjoy ſecurity from arbitrary 
proceedings 
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$61 PATON & of this kind. Mr. Bneck of Phila- 


delphia left Boſton on this account, and Mr. 


THOMAS RUSSEL, a merchant, generally reſpect- 
ed in America, intends, it is aſſerted, to ſettle in 


Charleſtown, a ſmall town, ſeparated from Boſ- 


ſole head of capitation or poll-tax, amounted to 


1 fifteen hundred dollars. 


ton only by a bridge. His aſſeſſment, under the 


Out of the pariſh- rates, among other atticles, 


the ſchools are ſupported, of which, according to 


the laws of the ſtate, a certain number muſt be 


kept in each townſhip, proportionate to its ex- 


tent and population, In addition to theſe ſchools, 
many colleges have been inſtituted in this ſtate, 


which are ſcattered through its whole extent, ſor 


property, and wiſh to purſue their ſtudies beyond 


the inſtruction, which common ſchools can afford. 
The Univerſity at Cambridge offers alſo ample 


means for acquiring extenſive erudition. This 
univerſity, which is modelled after the Engliſh 
univerſities, has profeflorſhips for every branch of 
the ſciences. It poſſefſes a fine library, a tolcrably 
complete philoſophical apparatus, : and a muſeum, 
which 1s yet rather incomplete, but will, no doubt, 


| ſoon be improved. The whole inſtruction is ap- 


the convenience of thoſe who poſſeſs ſufficient 


parently managed on very good principles. The 


funds, aſſigned for its ſupport, not. being ſuffi- 


ciently | 


CL 
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ciently conſiderable to inſtruct the ſcholars gratis, 
they are obliged to pay quarterly the moderate 


ſam of ſixteen dollars. They alſo pay ſix dollars 


2 month for their board, and are admitted after 


previous examination by the profeſſors. They 
remain here four years ; if they deſire to continue 
longer, for the purpoſe of taking a degree, they 


pay no longer the above ſixteen dollars, but merely 


for their ladgings. Mr. W1LLaz, preſident of 

the univerſity, from whom 1 learned thefe parti- 
culars, is a man of uncommon merit, verſed 1 in 
all the ſciences, which are taught here, 


The town of Boſton, Gated on two or - three 


eminences, and in the ſmall intervening vales, 
is but of little compaſs. It has no regular ſtreets, 
but is nevertheleſs very pleaſant. The houſes are 
neat and cleanly; a great number have gardens 
adjoining to them, and all afford delightful proſ- 
pects. The manners of the inhabitants are mild 
and hoſpitable ; they are much like the Engliſh. 

The opulent inhabitants have, moſt of them, 
country- ſeats at ſome diſtance from the town, 


where they reſide in ſummer. A foreigner eaſily ; 


obtains an extenſive acquaintance, and 1s every- 
where invited, in a manner ſo extremely oblig- 
ing, as to preclude all doubts of the ſincerity of 
the invitation. My ſtate of health, which was 


but flowly recavering, prevented me from accept- 


ing the invitations I received. 
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I muſt rhention in this lace; that in the vici- 
nity of Boſton I found again Mr. Adams, Vice- 


Preſident of the United States, a man of ſuch un- 


common merits, abilities, and talents, that he 


has few equals in America, and is not everywhere 


ſufficiently eſteemed. He is one of the moſt re- 


ſpectable men in the United States. No one con- 
tributed more to the American revolution, from 


the beginning to the end, than he. The agents 


of the Britiſh miniſtry entertain, therefore, much 
ill-will againſt him, although he has defended the 
Engliſh conſtitution in a book, fall of profound 
reſearches, which he entitled“ A Defence of the 


Government of the United States.” J ohn Adams 
reſides with his lady, remote from all intrigues, 
in a ſmall houſe, fifteen miles from Boſton, which 


no Paris advocate of the loweſt rank would chooſe 
for his country-ſeat. Here he ſpends all the time, 
which his ſituation as Vice-preſident allows him 


to paſs from Philadelphia, in reading, and agri- 
cultural employments. He ſees but little com- 


pany, ſince the very moderate fortune he poſſeſſes 
prevents him from receiving many viſitors at his 
houſe. He 1s generally reſpected ; his converſa- 


tion is extremely agrecable, and tinged with a ſort 
of ſarcaſtic, yet courteous wit, which renders it 


highly pleaſing. 


The treaty with England 3 18 the conſtant and 
univerſal 
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uni e it is diſcuſſed ci et contra, from 
one extremity of the ſtates to the other. My opi- 
nion on this treaty is not altered from its having 
received the ſanction of the Preſident. I admire 
his letter to the ſelect- men of Boſton ; - in his po- 
ſition it IS impoffible to write any thing more 
beautiful, more noble, or more glorious. I blame 
him not for having acceded to the opinion of the 
Senate: purſuant to the cenſtitution, and in the 
5 preſent conjunctui re of cir rcumitances, he was 
obliged to act as he has done. But, nevertheleſs, 
this treaty is, in my judgment, prejudicial to the 
commercial intereſts of America, which it ren⸗ 
ders, in ſome mcaſure, dependent on Great Bri- 
tain, and violates the duty and obligation of the 
United States, to aſſiſt France, their ally, with 
the neceſſaries of war. It is a monument of the 
weakneſs of America, to which it will prove pro- 
ductive of pernicious rather than adyantageous 
conſequences. The only momentary profit, to be 
derived from this treaty, will accrue to American 
merchants, who can be accommodated by the 
Engliſh with long credit, and who in America, 
as in fact in every other country, attend more 
zealouſly to the intereſts of their counting-houſes, 
than to the political advantages of the ſtate, 
which they inhabit. | 
I hape peruſed every performance, written in 


fav Our 
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favour of this treaty, without my opinion having 
in the leaſt been changed even by CaMILLES. I 
poſſeſs, I think, ſufficient knowledge of the po- 
litical principles of Mr. Hamilton, to be con- 
vinced, that in this long and laborious enquiry he 
has rather ſerved his party, than followed his own 
political opinion, and that, if he were freely to 
| ſpeak his mind, he would confeſs his grief at 

having publicly defended ſuch a ſtate- paper. This 
treaty agitates, heats, and inflames the contend- 
ing parties to ſuch a degree, that you hardly meet 
anywhere with cool, moderate, and unimpaſſion- 
ed reaſoning. I ſhall ſay no more on this ſubject, 
although I am far from having exhauſted my ar- 
guments againſt a treaty, which I conſider as ex- 
tremely unfortunate tor the a of the 
United States. 

Boſton trades to all parts of the globe. The 
enterpriſing ſpirit in point of navigation, . which 
the Americans arc on all hands allowed to poſieſs, 


- ſeems in a peculiar degree to animate the inha- 


bitants of New England. Although the trade of 
many ports in the ſtate of Maſſachuſetts, north 
and fouth of Boſton, has of late years conſiderably 
encreaſed; and although it is of the ſame nature 
as that of Boſton, yet 1 have been aſſured, that 
the trade of this town, ſo far from ſuffering by 
it, has, on the contrary, never been in a more 


_— 
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flouriſhing condition, than it is at preſent. Se- 


veral gentlemen, having promiſed to ſupply me 
with comparative tables of the exports and im- 
ports of Boſton, previouſly to my leaving thus 
town, I ſhall until then defer all calculation on 
this intereſting ſubject. 4 9, 

Anxiouſly deſirous as I was of. collecting in- 
formation relative to the trade with the South- 
Sea Indians, and to the nature of the navigation 


| off their coaſt, I could not but feel extremely 


happy at getting acquainted with Captain Ro- 


BERT, who returned from this voyage but a fort- 


night ago, and Who has communicated to me 
ſome particulars reſpecting this ſubject, which, 1 
think, will not be deemed here out of place. 

The object of the ſhips, which are trading 
to the weſtern coaſt of North America, is chiefly 


the purchaſe of otter-1kins, which they barter at 


Canton for Chineſe goods, either conſumed in 
America, or thence exported to Europe. The 
articles, which they ſhip for the purpoſe of ex- 
Changing them for the otter-1kins, conſiſt of iron, 
copper, tobacco, filver trinkets, collars, &c. This 

voyage, which is generally made from Boſton in 
ſhips from ninety to two hundred and fitty tons 
| burthen}takes up from ſixteen to eighteen months. 
But its duration is frequently protracted, and its 
POW ce leſſened by adyerſc cyents; which was 
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the caſe with Captain Wert, He ſpent three 
years and eight months in this voyage; he loſt 
twenty men out of thirty-ſix, who compoſed his 
ſhip's crew, and a ſmall veſſel, which he had 
cauſed to be built during his voyage, and which, 
he thought, might be advantageouſly employed 

in this trade; his own profit, as well as thoſe of 
his owners, could not, therefore, but be conſider- 
ably leſſened. By inſerting here a brief account 
of his voyage, I ſhall communicate to my friends 
particulars, relative to the trade and navigation to 


the weſtern coaſt, which, 1 truſt, 1 will read 
t with pleaſure. 


CAPTAIN ROBERT'S VOYAGE TO THE SOUTH SEA. 


He failed from Boſton on the 29th of Novem- 
ber, 1791, on board the Jefferſon, of one hun- 
dred and fifty-two tuns burthen, mounting eight 
guns, and manned with thirty-ſix men. From 
want of proviſion, and the neceſſity of repairing 
ſome damage, which his ſhip had ſuſtained in a 
violent gale of wind, he found himſelf obliged to 
put into Valparaiſo, a Spaniſh ſettlement on the 
coaſt of South America, in latitude thirty-three 
1 ſouth, and longitude eighty- four degrees. 


* 


*The author is ei in recurd þ to the ſituation of 
Valparaiſo, It lies in latitude ge”. degrees two mi- 
| nutes 
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He remained here a whole month, and failed 


hence up the Pacific Ocean, where on the 5th of 
July he arrived off the Spaniſh iſland of St. Am- 


broſe, which lies in twenty-ſix degrees thirteen 


minutes ſouth latitude, and eighty degrees fifty- 


five minutes weſt longitude, from Greenwich. 
This iſland, which has the appearance of having 
had volcanic eruptions, abounds with ſeals, which 
lic on the rocks, and are eaſily killed by the ſea- 
men, who frequently kill from two to five hun- 
dred of them with bludgeons, in the courſe of 

one morning. During the two months and a 


half the Captain continued on this iſland, his 


crew collected and cured thirteen thouſand ſeal- 
ſkins, which are ſold in China for ſixty dollars a 


hundred. The oil, which is obtained in great 
quantity from this fiſh, is given in exchange for 


otter-ſkins, to the Indians of the weſtern coaſt, 


who drink it hke rum. The iſland of St. Am- 
broſe affording no anchorage, the ſhips remain 


conſtantly under way, at a greater or leſs diſtance 


from ſhore, according to the weather. The ſhip's 
company fleep every night on board, and keep 


up with boats ſuch intercourſe with the iſland, 


as is requiſite for their fiſhery. 


nutes thirty-ſix ſeconds ſouth, and longitude ſeventy- ſeven 


degrees twenty-nine minutes weſt, and has a harbour, which 


torms the port of St. Jago, three hundred and ninety mules 
eait of the iſland of Juan Fernandez,—7' ranſlatgr. 
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On his departure from St. Ambroſe, Captain 


iſland Woahoo,* which the Spaniards call St. 
Chriſtian, in latitude nine degrees fifty-five mi- 
nutes ſouth, and longitude one hundred and 
thirty-eight degrees weſt. This iſland is inha- 


|  bited by Indians, not of a very dark complexion, 


and, by Captain Robert's account, of very fine 
ſhape and regular features. The heat of the cli- 
mate rendering clothes perfectly uſeleſs, they wear 


only a ſmall apron, which they never put off. On 


feſtivals they dreſs in a light ſtuff, made of bark, 


and highly finiſhed, both in point of colour and 
texture. In this iſland Captain Robert built a 


veſſel of ninety tuns burthen, for the trade on the 
American coaſt, the chief materials for which he 
had brought with him. The four months he 
continued at this iſland, he lived, upon the whole, 
on very friendly terms with the Indians, great 


numbers of whom aſſiſted him in his work. But 


* Woahoo being one of the Sandwich Iſlands, the au- 
thor has probably confounded this name with Waitahd, the 
Indian name of the Marqueſa Iſland, which by the Spa- 
niards is called St. Chriftiana, and lies in latitude nine de- 
grees fifty-five minutes thirty ſeconds ſouth, and longitude 
one hundred and thirty-nine degrees eight minutes forty ſe- 
conds weſt from Greenwich. Tranſlater. 


Robert ſtood to the weſtward, and made the 
Marqueſas, or Marqueſa iſlands; he put into the 


AF 
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one day they n a deſign of ſeizing upon his 
vellel, when it was half finiſhed. A great num- 


ber of theſe Indians, headed by their king, ma- 


nifeſted ſo clearly an intention of attempting an 


attack, that Captain Robert was obliged to repel 


them by force. At the head of his thirty-ſix men 


5 he fired upon the Indians, killed ſeveral of them, 
wounded others, and routed them completely. 


On the next following day they came to ſue for 


peace, and brought ſome of their wounded to be 


cured. 


— 


The Indians are furniſhed eine with FF 
arms nor bows ; their weapons conſiſt of poles of 
very hard wood, and long ſlings, by which they 
throw ſtones, with great preciſion of aim, to a 
conſiderable diſtance. | 

At another time the Indians 1. a neighbourik 
iſland made up to Captain Robert's ſhip, lying 
at anchor in the road, with a fleet of about twenty 


boats, ninety feet in length, to take her; but a 


lucky ſhot ſinking one of the boats, the reſt re- 


trcated with the utmoſt ſpeed, and never made 


their appearance again. Theſe Indians are, by 
Captain Robert's account, engaged in continual 


Warfare with the inhabitants of Waitahd, and 
offer their daughters, nay, ſothetimes their wives, 


to foreigners, with whom they are on friendly 
KY _ 
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terms. You may keep them as long as you pleaſe, 


and return them when you want them no longer. 
The Indian ladies, fo far from objecting to this 
ſort of civility, commence, on the contrary, as 
early as the age of ten to do in this manner the 


honours of their iſland. 


The Indian inhabitants of the Mas drink | 
nothing but water, and arc not tond of ſpirituous 
liquors. The king and chicfs of the iſland only 


drink a beyerage called hary, and prepared from 


a yellow root, which is gathered by their ſlaves, 


and cut into pieces, which they chew, ſpit into 


large veſſels filled with water, and afterwards 
ſqueeze with their hands to obtain the juice. This 
liquor, prepared in ſo uncleanly a manner, is 


held in very high eſtimation by the Indian chiefs, 
Who mix it with water; leſs diluted it is taken 
againſt the ſcurvy. They alſo uſe it as a remedy 
againſt the venereal diſeaſe, which has become 


very frequent here, ſince the firſt viſit of the Eu- 
ropeans, and with which the whole crew of the 
Jefferſon were infected. - 
The marriages among theſe Indians laſt no 
longer than the wedded couple chooſes, and eſpe- 
cially as long as it plcaſes the huſbands, who aſſert 
great prerogatives over their wives, and never 


Y dine with them. Father, mother, and children 


frequently 
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frequently livdli in the ſame houſe, even ien the 0 


latter are married. 


Beſide the royal dignity, ny that of the chiefs 
of the villages, which are hereditary, there alſo 


exiſts ſome incquality among the families, all 


which pay great reſpe& to the king and chiefs. 


Property is known and reſpected in this iſland, 


and the number of ſervants. and flaves is propor- 


tionate to the amount of a man's property. Pota- 


toes, nay, ſugar- canes are cultivated in this iſland. 
Thefts are ſeverely puniſhed, and the puniſhment 
18 determined by the chiefs. Fowls, which, how- 
_ ever, are very ſcarce, and pigs, of the Chineſe 


breed, which are tolerably abundant, are eaten 


_ roaſted ; but fiſh they eat raw. Both men and 
women are handſome. 2 | 

The new veſſel being finiſhed, and manned 
with ten men, Captain Robert ſet ſail for the 


Sandwich Iſlands, By his aſſertion, he diſcover- 


ed, on his paſſage thither, a cluſter of iſlands, 
never mentioned before by any other navigator, 
and ſituated in latitude eight degrees forty minutes 
ſouth, and longitude one hundred and forty de- 
Trees weſt. He circumnavigated them without 
zoing on ſhore, called the whole group Waſhing- 


ton, and named ſome of the iflands, Adams, Jef- 


ſerſon, Hamilton, &c. 


Ks + Captail 
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-Coptdih Ingraham, maſter of the ſhip Hope, 
of Boſton, ſaw theſe iflands laſt year, but he 
merely ſaw them, and noted their bearings. * By 
Captain Robert's account, he found in one of 
theſe iſlands, called by the Indians Novheva, 

which he named Adams” Ifland, an old man, 
ſeventy-five years of age, who had been there a 
great many years. This old man was born in 
Oohoona, which Captain Robert named Maſſa- 
chuſetts Iſland. Having coaſted along the ſhores 
of ſome of them, he ſailed for Owhyhee, the largeſt 
of the Sandwich Iſlands, which unfortunately de- 
rives much celebrity from the death of Captain 


Cook, and where he arrived on the 27th of 
March. 


The manners in the Sandwich lllands are 
much the ſame as in the Marqueſas Iſlands. On 


* Captain Joſeph Ingraham, of Boſton, commander of the 
brigantine Hope, of Boſton, diſcovered theſe iſlands on the 
29th of April, 1791. They are ſeven in number, and lie 
between eight degrees three minutes, and nine degrees 
twenty-four minutes ſouth latitude, and between one hun- 
dred and forty degrees nineteen minutes and one hundred 
and forty- one degrees eighteen minutes weſt longitude from 
Greenwich. Before Captain Ingraham's diſcovery was 
- known, Captain Joſiah Robert, of Boſton, failed for the 
north-weſt coaſt, ſaw the ſame iſlands, and gave them the 
names mentioned by the author. But the whole group is 
named Ingraham's Iſlands, i in honour of their firſt and true 
diſcoverer.— Trunſſalor. | 

| account 
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account of the- great number of ſhips, which 


touch at this iſland, fowls and pigs are kept here 


in ſuch plenty, that ſhips may be eaſily ſupplied 


with them. Captain Robert intended to fail 
hence for the north-weſt coaſt of America, and 
on his return to rendezvous in this iſland, with 
his other veſſel. After having taken in freſh 
water, and what proviſion he could obtain, he 


proceeded to the above coaſt. | 8 
Nootka Sound lies in forty- nine degrees thirty- 


ſix minutes north latitude. The coaſt, commonly 


deſigned by this name, extends from forty-eight 
to fifty-five degrees north latitude. As ſoon as a 


| ſhip comes within ſight, the Indians appear on 
the ſhore, and, if ſhe caſt anchor, bring peltry in 
their canoes, which they know 1s the object of - 


the voyage. The canoes are, on their return, ac- 
companied by the ſhip's boats, with a certain 
number of ſeamen and an agent, appointed by 


the maſter, to conclude the bargain with the In- 


dians. Ships are frequently obliged to remain 


ſeveral months off the coaſt, before FO can ob- 


tain their full cargo. 


Captain Robert firſt . au] in Berke- 


ley s Sound, whither Indians from the Straights 


of Fuca brought a great quantity of furs, His 
other veſſel, which drew leſs water than that on 
board of which he himſelf ſailed, he ordered to 

N fail 
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ſail into the bays, to approach nearer to the coaſt, 


and to ſend the produce of her trade to his ſhip. 


The ſmall Charlotte Iſlands, which he but a few 


miles from the coaſt, contribute alſo to this trade, 
which is carried on with great ſafety, though 
very ſlowly, as the inhabitants are of a mild and 
honeſt diſpoſition. They are not yet very fond 
of ſpirituous liquors; they prefer copper and iron, 


eſpecially copper in ſheets. They live by hunt- 


ing and fiſhing, are of the fame complexion as 
the Indians, who inhabit the ſea coaſt, but ap- 
parently leſs hoſpitable than the inhabitants of 


the Marqueſas Iſlands. 


After Captain Robert had continued ſix or 


ſeven months off this coaſt, he loſt, in a violent 
gale of wind, his ſecond veſſel, which was leſs 
diſtant from ſhore than that on board of which 
He was, and leſs able to weather the tremendous 


ſtorm. Twelve men went to the bottom with 


the veſſel, together with confiderable quantities 


of peltry and articles for exchange, and alſo with 


the plans of the coaſt, which Capo Robert re- 
lates he diſcovered. 


From Owhyhce Captain Robert ſet fail "mY 


Canton, where, in the manner peculiar to this 
place, but now generally known, he bartered his 

© otter ſkins for tea, rice, ſilks, indigo, and nan- 
keens. The Chineſe merchants are not, by his 
account, 
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account, remarkable for honeſty, but very artful, 


ſo that you may be eaſily overreached by them, 
1 you be not on your guard. The otter-1kins, 


which, off the north-weſt coaſt of America, you 
obtain for about ſix dollars, fetch in Canton 


twenty dollars. But Captain Robert aſſured me, 
that the price encreaſes on the coaſt, whence they 
are procured, and decreaſes in China. Otters are 


found between forty and ſixty degrees. 
The Engliſh, French, and American ſhips pro, 


ceed no farther than Norfolk Sound, in fifty- five 
degrees north latitude ; the Ruſſians trade to the 


more northerly parts. After having traverſed the 


Siberian deſarts in numerous caravans, they ſtop 


in Kamtſchatka, where they build ſhips, and then 
{ail to the Fox Hands, double Cape Providence, 
and commence their trade in Loak River. They 
treat the Indian poſſeſſions as Ruſſian provinces, 
impoſe contributions, and flog or kill the inha- 


bitants, if their propoſals of exchange be not 
immediately accepted. Their articles for barter 
are rum, copper, and tobacco; the peltry which 
they obtain, they ſell to merchants of Kamt- 


ſchatka, who ſupply them with merchandize. 


They frequently return three times, to fetch peltry 
and import into Ruſſia the commodities of China, 


with which they arrive in Caravans, after an ab- 
ſence of three or ſour years. 
From 
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From Canton, where Captain Robert con- 


tinued from the 25th of November, 1794, until 


the 12th of February, 1795, he ſailed back ſtraight 


to America, after having loſt ſome ſeamen through 


illneſs and indiſcretion. He doubled the Cape 


of Good Hope, and arrived at Boſton on the 28th 

of July, 1795, without. having touched at any 
foreign port ſince his departure from Canton. 
However diſſatisfied Captain Robert is with this 

1 voyage, yet he entertains, it ſeems, the project of 

ſetting out ſoon on another for the ſame deſtina- 

tion. He bears the character of a brave, bold, 
and prudent ſeaman, and ſpeaks of his voyages as 

a man, who is perfectly acquainted with thoſe 


which were made before his, and who is able to 
improve his own experience, as well as that of 
others. | | 


JOURNEY INTO THE. DISTRICT OF MAINE, AND 


BACK T TO PHILADELPHIA. 


— DEPARTURE FROM BOSTON—JOURNEY TO THE D1iS- 
7 TRICT OF MALIN Te 


On the firſt proj ject I had "TOE" to 4 the 
river St. Lawrence, to viſit Hallifax, and to re- 
turn into the United States through the diſtrict 


of Maine, I intended to viſit General Knox, who, 


with exquiſite politeneſs, had given me in Phila- 
afiphia an invitation to that effect, and whoſe 
| manſion 
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manſion was ſituated on my way. On my arrival 
I entertained the ſame idea, although at that time 
the diſtrict of Maine lay rather out of my way; 
and the repeated proofs of friendſhip I received 
from the General confirmed me in my reſolution. 
I accordingly cmbarked with him for St. George's 
River, wiuther he returned after a four months 

abſence. : 5 
The houſe of the General i is ſituated about two 
hundred miles from Boſton, both by land and 
water. At this time of the year the paſſage is ge- 
nerally made in twenty-tour hours; but peculiar 
circumſtances prevented us for three or four days 

from availing ourſelves of the favourable wind; 
and after theſe impediments had been removed, 
our captain wiſhed, as ſoon as poſſible, to improve 
the firſt appearance of fine weather. This was 
very trifling indeed, when he ſet fail, for which 
reaſon we were ſcarcely able the firſt evening to 
clear the mouth of the harbour. On the ſecond. 
day we were forced by a thick fog, and ſtrong 
indication of a heavy ſtorm, to make the bay of 
Cape Ann. Theſe meaſures of precaution, adopted 
by our captain, of which we could not but ap- 
prove, removed us forty miles out of the ſtraight 
road. As ſoon as the fog and indication of a 
ſtorm had diſappeared, we got again under way ; 
but meeting with a dead calm, we were obliged 
| "I 
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to come once more to an anchor, within four 
hundred yards of our firſt anchoring place. The 
wind generally died away early in che morning, 
as well as the afternoon, for which reaſon Wwe 

reached not the General's manſion till after a paſ- 
ſage of ſeventy- two hours, and after hay! ing ſailed 
Torn miles up St. ne s River. 


CAPE ANN, GLOUCESTER, 


The circumſtance of our being compelled to 


put into the bay of Cape Ann afforded me an op- 
portunity of ſeeing the drying of cod fiſh. The 


whole coaſt of Maſſachuſetts, and eſpecially of 
the diſtrict of Maine, is inhabited by fiſhermen, 
engaged in the fiſhery on the great ſand-bank ; 


] they bring all the fiſh on ſhore, where they re- 
ceive the laſt dreſſing, The fiſh are waſhed as 


ſoon as they are taken out of the water, and laid 
firſt in heaps, that the water may run off. Then 
they remain for two or three days expoſed to the 
air, after which they are placed on hurdles, about 


four or five feet in breadth, three or four feet 
above the ground, and as long as the field on 
which they are erected, generally about a hundred 
or a hundred and twenty yards. The fiſh are laid 
on theſe hurdles, firſt three or four, one upon an- 


other, and, after they have loſt moſt of the water, 
every fith ſeparately; they are frequently turned, 


that | 
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that they may get thoroughly dry, which gene- 
rally takes five or ſix days; at laſt they are packed 
in caſes, preſſed down, and exported either to the 
Weſt India Iſlands, or Europe. 

The beſt fiſh, that is, thoſe which, n in 
the firſt fiſning months, are ſuperiour to the reſt 
from their being dried more ſlowly, are ſent to 
Spain. They are ſold at double the price of thoſe, 
which are caught later in the year, when the heat 
is more intenſe, and which are exported either to 
the Weſt Indies, or ſome part of the continent. 
But from among the fiſh of the better ſort, which 
are deſtined for Spain, the beſt are picked out for 
_ thoſe inhabitants of Maſſachuſetts, who are pecu- 
| larly fond of ſalt ftock fiſh; and there are in 
that county few families, who have not, every 
Saturday, a good diſh of ſtock fiſh on their table. 
As to the uſual partition of the proceeds of the 
fiſhery, it is as follovrs, viz. | 
The ſhips employed in the fiſhery, whales are 
generally of ſeventy tuns burthen, are navigated 
by a maſter, ſeven ſeamen, and a boy. The 
owner of the ſhip has a fourth of the profit ; the 
dryer on the coaſt an eighth, and the reſt is divided 
among the maſter and ſeamen, in proportion to 
the fiſh they have caught. The expence for 
candles, wood, bait, and ſalt is deducted, previ- 
ouſly to the partition ; every ſeaman takes care of | 

| wo | the 
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the fiſh he has caught. A veſſel of ſixty tons 


burthen takes upon an average twelve hundred 
cod fiſh, which are generally worth two dollars 
and a half per hundred weight, but colt e at Pre- 


ſent from five to ſix dollars. 
The town of Glouceſter, which! is ſituated near 


Cape Ann, employs in the fiſhery, at the great 


bank, about forty or fifty yachts and brigs. Theſe 
veſſels are of the burthen of one hundred or one 
hundred and ten tons; make in general three 
Voyages in a year, if they commence fiſhing in 


March, and continue until November, when the 


fiſhery terminates. Before the war, the town of 


Glouceſter, though leſs conſiderable than at pre- 
ſent, employed more veſſels in the fiſhery than 


at this time. This decreaſe, which ſeems ex- 


traordinary, ſince the number of ſhips built in 
this port 1s much greater now than at that time, 
_ originates from the comparatively greater advan- 
tages, which the ſhip-owners derive from trade. 
But the number of towns, which ſhare in the 
fiſhery on the great bank, is alſo more conſider- 
able than formerly; fo that although the ſhare of 


ſingle places in the fiſhery may have decreaſed 
within theſe laſt fifteen years, yet the number of 
thoſe that ſhare in it has greatly encreaſed. 


Beſides the fiſhery on the great bank, the coaſts 


of Maſſachuſetts, and the diſtrict of Maine, fur- 


; niſh 
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niſh alſo large quantities of ſock fiſh. They are 


neither fo large, nor ſo plentiful, as at the great 


bank; yet this fiſhery affords uſeful employment 
to a conſiderable number of ſhips, which proceed 


only five or ſix miles from the coaſt, return home 


every week, and are not expoſed to the ſame dan- 


ger as ſhips engaged m the other fiſhery, which 
mix their fiſh with thoſe that are caught near 


Newfoundland. 


The road of Cape Ann lies FR Gas 4 
Cape. It is capacious and ſafe. On a command- 


ing eminence on the coaſt, a fort is now con- 


ſtructing, which will moſt effectually protect both 


the road and its entrance. Within the fort a 


block- houſe is built, the lower part of which 
ſerves for a powder-magazine; and that part, 


which is deſtined to be inhabited by the garriſon, 


is built with ſo much care, that in all F 
it will be bomb- proof. 


The town of Glouceſter, ſituated at the bot- 
tom of the bay, is. pleaſant, though not regular. 


It contains a number of ſtores or ſhops, and a 
conſiderable proportion of good houſes. Likeall 


the other ſmall towns around, it has an air of 
briſk and thriving induſtry. 


In the year 1794, commodities to the value of 


two hundred and twenty thouſand eight hundred 
and fifty dollars were exported out of Glouceſter ; | 


but 
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but its exports for the preſent year will ſearcely 
amount to one hundred and eighty thouſand dot- 
lars. Its chief l intercourſe is with the 
Weſt Indies. | 
Wo have obtained little new information in 
the courſe of our voyage thither. We came on 
board a veſſel belonging to St. George's River, 
which uſually takes in its lading there. The 
principal commercial buſineſs of the province of 
Maine conſiſts in the «portation of timber to 
Boſton. It 1s conveyed in {ſmall yachts from 
eighty to a hundred and twenty tons burthen: 
ſometimes brigs and ſchooners are employed. 
The yachts are, however, preferred, becauſe they 
are lighter than the others, and can be navigated. 
by fewer hands. At times theſe yachts will pro- 
ceed as far as New York, Philadelphia, Norfolk, 
Baltimore, or Charleſtown. From theſe places 
they are always freighted back with a new cargo, 
by which the profits of the voyage are increaſed. 
| From Boſton they muſt return empty, and there- 
fore leſs readily undertake that voyage. The 
clear profits of a ſingle voyage were eſtimated at 
+7 lixty-fix dollars. One of theſe veſſels made, laſt 
year, ſixteen or ſeventeen voyages; and the 
owner's neat gains for that length of time 
amounted to between one thouſand and fifty-ſix 
and one thouſand one hundred and twelve dol- 
| an; 
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fiſty dollars. When the timber is uncommonly 


exccllent in 1ts quality, the profits are greater. 


The returns are alſo unuſually good from cargoes 


of lime, of which there begins to be abundance 
found in the province of Maine. When the popu- 


lation of this province ſhall have adequately in- 


creaſed, and its quarries ſhall be wrought in a 


due proportion, it will then find a very ample 
ſource of wealth in the PR of its lime 


ſtone. 


The veſſel in whatle we ſailed was dirty and 
. Like the reſt of this craft, it 


was fitted for the reception of goods, not for the 
accommodation of a few caſual paſſengers. But 
the attentions of the captain made every thing 
as agreeable as poſſible to us. It is to be obſerved, 
that theſe veſſels very often go without a lading, 
and many times return even without ballaſt; a 


condition of the ſhip, which makes prudence and 


vigilance in the captain peculiarly neceſſary. Our 


food, during the ſhort voyage, conſiſted chiefly of 


fiſh, which we caught ourſelves. Of theſe there 
is on the coaſts ſuch plenty, that before your line 


has been caſt two minutes, you are ſure to have 
a fiſh on your hook, which will weigh, at the 
leaſt, two pounds, often not leſs than twelve 
 Vou. — pounds. 


lars; while the coſt of che veſſel wu fror 
thouſand to three thouſand three hundred and 
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pounds. They are of the ſpecies of the cod fiſh 
and the halibut ; the cod fiſh are larger, and worſe 


in their flavour than thoſe of many othef places. 


On theſe coaſts, eſpecially at the mouth of the 


river, lie a number of iſlets. At the mouth of 
St. George's River there appears a multitude of 
theſe of almoſt every diverſity of ſize and figure : 


ſcarcely one of them is under cultivation. Moſt 


of them belong to the ſtate. Theſe coaſts are all, 
more or leſs, inhabited. The tide is ſaid to flow | 


up St. George's River, tor the ſpace of two and 
twenty miles. To the diſtance of fifteen mules 


from its mouth, the channel of the river is three 
quarters of a mile broad. It there empties itſelf 
into a bay of nearly the ſame breadth; after 


which it is ſuddenly contracted into a bed ſcarcely 
* fathoms from one ſide to the other. 


THOMAS TOWN. GENERAL. KN OX AND ma 
| F AMILY. | 
At the eee of this wide bay ſtands the 
houſe of General Knox. From its front there is 
a truly intereſting proſpect of the river, for an ex- 
tent of nine miles. The houſe is agreeably ſitu- 
ated on a declivity, which riſes with a gentle ele- 


vation from the river- ſide. Almoſt all the adja- 
cent lands have been, for a longer or a ſhorter 


time, under cultivation. The natural fertility of 
a | | * 
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the foil: has hoon: conſiderably nps and it 
affords paſture to numerous herds of black cattle 
and flocks of ſheep. The dwielling- houſes around 
are frequent; and out of a hundred that may 


be ſeen at the General's reſidence, there are hardly 
half a dozen log-houſes. The General's houſe- 


is a handſome, though not a magnificent ſtruce: 
ture; neatly, if not ſumptuouſly furniſhed; füf 
ficiently ſpacious and convenient for the aeccoms 
madation of a numerous family, with additional 
lodging for the occaſional reception of ſeven ur 
eight friends, or even more; who, however un! 


expected their coming, would not fail to find 


themſelves as comfortably rs: as ay 
could defire. os 4-163; Soph 


The General poſſeſſes, i in che of his wills a 
very extenſive landed eſtate, which is known by 
the name of the Waldo Patent. The right of the 
property of this eſtate is derived either from a 


treaty with the Indians, which was made towards 


the end of the laſt century by the family of 
Waldo, from whom Mrs. Knox is a deſcendent; 


or from a ſubſequent agreement between the In- 
dians and the ſame family of Waldo. This agree- 
ment was at that time ratified by the King of 
England, then ſovereign of this part of America; 
and, ſince the revolution, it has been declared 
valid by the ſtate of Maſſachuſetts. The Gene- 
L - | „ 
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ral has ncquired: likewiſe a large eſtate by pur- 
chaſe, which lies contiguous to the former. He 
enjoys both theſe eſtates, therefore, under every 
Tight of tenure by which property, can be ren-- 
dered unqueſtionably ſecure. Of this great eſtate, 
a thouſand acres have been inherited from the 
Waldoes, the anceſtors of Mrs. Knox; a family, 
of which the male line is now extinct: the reſt 
is the acquiſition of her huſband, the General. 
But, beſides this, a number of families have, at 
different times, eſtabliſhed themſelves on Waldo's 
Patent, without any authority, ſave that they 
met with no oppoſition in the attempt, at a time 
: when the tract which remained undivided, was 
not kept under the particular inſpection, of any 
perſon, who might have protected the rights of 
the original proprietors. Moſt of theſe encroachers 
have ſettled near the coaſt. The advantage of a 
rich fiſhery firſt drew them hither, and was long ” 
their only ſource. of emolument. By degrees 
they cultivated ſome ſpots of ground, beſide their 
- huts. The foil was found to be fertile; and it 
afforded them an-abundant increaſe. To the firſt 
| fimple huts ſucceeded houſes of firmer ſtructure, 
and a better appearance; the whole extent of the 
eſtate of Waldo's Patent, along the ſea-coaſt and 
the ſhore of St. George's River, and for about 
half a mile inland, is now almoſt entirely occu- 


_ 


THE UNITED STATES, CANADA, PR 149 


wind and under cultivation. The richeſt part of 
this territory is in the poſſeſſion of perſons. who 
have no juſt right to it. The value of the pro- 
ductions of the ſoil, and the advantages of a ſitua» 
tion ſo contiguous to the rivet and the ſea-coaſt, 


make their lot extremely deſirable. The Gene- 


ral's right to diſpoſſes theſe intraders is unqueſ- 
tionable. But, this right is eaſier to be proved 


than to be made effective; for there are perhaps 


a thouſand families who, if it were to be carried 
into force, would be ſtripped of their poſſeſſions, 
| Moſt of them are well aware, that they came 
hither, and formed their ſettlements, without 
having acquired any previous right to the lands 
which they choſe to occupy. They knew not 
then, indeed, that thoſe lands belonged to Gene- 


ral Knox or to the Waldo family; but ſuppoſed 


this to be an uninhabited territory, formerly of 


the Crown of England, and ſince, of the State of 


Maſſachuſetts. The example of ſo many others, 
who had no more right than themſelves, encou- 
raged, and ſeemed to authoriſe them to ſettle at 
their pleaſure. In ſo doing, they intended no in- 
croachment upon the property of the General; 
and, fince the commencement of their reſidence 
here, they have improved their ground by their 
care and labour, and have actually beſtowed the 
: hou ** of that which conſtitutes its preſent 


a - "_ 


pvalue, for the lands adjacent are by no means of 


equal fertility. Theſe conſiderations cannot, in- 


deed, inveſt them with a clear title to their poſ- 
ſeſſions, yet g give them, certainly, a claim to in- 
dulgence. A great proprietor, who ſhould pre- 


tend to overlook theſe facts, would deſervedly 


incur the blame of baſe and diſhoneſt ſelfiſhneſs. 
He might expoſe himſelf, even while ſucceſsful, 
in vindicating his rights before a court of juſtice, 
to the- general reſentment of the whole country. 
And by his ſucceſs, even his own pecuniary in- 


tereſts might be injured in conſequence of the 
confuſion, the diſſenſions, the diſperſion, and the 


clamours, which would, in ſuch a N as chis 


Fe: | 
Of the importance of theſs- CHs es Ge- 
neral Knox is fully ſenſible; and he has been 


guided by them in his conduct towards this nu- 
merous claſs of perſons uſurping the poſſeſſion of 


his eſtates. None of them denies his title. Some 


are willing, on this account, to ſell him a part of 
theit plantations, at a very low price ; and with 


them he comes to an caſy compromulſe. Others 

wiſh to acquire a legal right to their poſſeflions ; | 
and with them he agrees, that, for the payment 
of a ſmall ſum, they ſhall remain proprietors, 


cach of a hundred acres of land, which 1sreckoned, 


in a State of Maſſachuſetts, to be a farm-ſuffi- 


cient | 


cient for the ſupport of a family. 


to attack the intereſts of particular individuals, 
nor to ſet himſelf in oppoſition to the prejudices 
of the country; and the ſagacity of his manage- 
ment cannot fail to be, in the end, productive of 
the moſt advantageous conſequences.  _ 

In this territory, it ſeems to me, that no perſon 
can fail to thrive, who poſſeſſes ſo eminently, the 


qualities of intelligence, prudence, and activity, 
together with a ſufficient capital, to * out in 


improvements. Bo 

Theſe neceſſary ſubdiviſions of his eſtatg g can 
only ſerve to make it all one ſcene of proſperous 
huſbandry and abundant population, ſooner than 
the worthy owner could otherwiſe have expected. 
So much do I know of his character and talents, 
and ſo freely did he explain his plans to me, that 
I cannot but hope as warmly, as I ſincerely wiſh, 


the happieſt conſequences to his affairs and to the 
country, to reſult from them both. At the ſame 
time, it ſeems to be indiſpenſibly requiſite to their 


ſuccęſs, that they be proſecuted with unwearied 
and unalterable perſeverance. At the diſtance of 


Philadelphia, and amidſt other buſineſs, it will be 


impoſſible to give the due attention to their ad- 
vancement. A reſidence on the ſpot is abſolutely 
neceſſary. But, with this, attention and activity 

A L 4 . 


plying with circumſtances, he is careful neither 


. 


E ä _ — . 1 1 1 1 6 
— To - — — re nanny — — -- — — — — — 8 — 
—. - —— — — — — — RE —_ —— om — — 2 —_ —_—_——————— > £46 = = = ACS ACT SCE IE. I Fr — 
S 7 : r — — — — T I EN” — — EIS I. EE Mets — = 
N r = — 5. ae © nag end pms — — — ond.» wages rein — — — — 2 20 2 _— . A ow — 7 Pe — —— 5 — — — — 
— i —— BEE — = — ap net. nn. ES —— ns — - Nw ＋ : — 72 _ 7 _ — . ES 
r PS r — - REES IE 2 — * ye OT TS . vt. — 
I _—_— — = — = —— — ——— — — _—— 2 : 
__ - 1 r r HE IE "oaks, ab 8 oy £54 mn 
3 IPL N RO > 8 * 7 3 
— A TTY 2 Pra : 5 X 
S 2 . SY EO: * op e 74 
\ * * _- 2 . 
ba N A : 


— —— —ͤ—ͤ—ö 
* * — _ 
2 * 
EEG” — 
N - < Moog 
& As 2 - F 
- us. 
228 * 4 | 
Y - bz 8 = * 
l * a I 
— — — - 
or - 


— 


r . — — EF — I Inn PACE — ” — 
— 7 —— pn r 1 Je i re rn 
2 - - A A * * 
4 — — "Cv 


——_—_— 
— 5 y 
Des fa 


152 TRAVELS THROUGH .. 


cannot. fail to Gent | every obſtacle ad the ” 
| happieſt event muſt infallibly enſue. General 


| Knox is fully ſenſible of all this; and has, there- 
fore, retired from that public buſineſs, in which 


he was engaged, for five and twenty years of his 


life, with great honour to himſelf, and to which 


he generouſly ſacrificed a part of his fortune. He 


has even reſolved to decline attending the winter- 
meetings of the legiſlature of the State of Maſſa- 
chuſetts. Thus, from a ſucceſsful career in poli- 
_ tical life, he turns himſelf to augment and im- 

prove a fair eſtate, in conſequence of which he 
may probably leave immenſe wealth to his family. 
Can a man know a paſt life of more agreeable 


retroſpect, in connexion with future Proſpects | 


more tr and promuſing ? 


A MORE PARTICULAR ACCOUNT OF THE bus. 

— TRICT OF MAINE. | 
P At AL LS the trade of St. George's River. is 
neither remarkably briſk, nor very gainful; and 
a dozen petty. merchants reſident in Warren, 
Thomaſtown, and Waldoborough, are proprietors 


of almoſt all the ſhipping. The captain of a ſhip : 


has, commonly, a ſhare in the property of her, 


The merchants have ſhops; and exchange their 


goods, with great advantage, for proviſion, with 
which they are ſupplied by the country-people, 
- 7 | and 


[ 
| 
| 
| ; 
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acl wood for exportation, with which they freight 


their veſſels. But, though the neceſſities of the 


people, and'the advantage with which theſe mer- | 
| chants can diſpoſe of their goods, might encou- 


rage them to a more extenſive trade in wood, 
they rarely procure more of it, in ſpring, than 
will ſerve their domeſtic purpoſes. and lade a 
ſingle veſſel. They ſcarcely ever freight any 
number of veſſels with this commodity. Their 
profits ariſe chiefly from the retail ſale of their 
goods, and from the freight which they ſome- 
times receive, in conſequence of wie. a ſhare 
in a ſhip. BY, 

The reſt of the trade is carried on by the ſmall 
land-holders and the ſhip-captains. Every colo- 
niſt fells, i in winter, a certain quantity of trees, 
which he either chops up into billets, or carries 
to the ſaw-mill. Theſe products of the country 
he delivers to the captain, to carry them to Boſ- 
ton, and ſell them there on his account; if want 
of money do not oblige him to diſpoſe of them 

to the merchants on the ſpot. The freight of 
the timber, and of thoſe other products which 


the country adjacent to St. George's River affords 


for exportation, is more or leſs, according to the 
nature of the differcnt articles. It 1s, however, 


no unuſual thing tor the perſons ſhipping car- 


goes, to agree, that the captains ſhall receive, 
1 . 1 . 
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as freight, a fourth part of the price, which the 
commodities ſhall fetch in the market. This the 
captain divides with his owners; reſerving to 
himſelf one-half. Out of this he' ſupports and 


pays the ſhip's crew, for the voyage. The owner 


of the cargo is to receive three-fourths out of its 


whole proceeds. It often happens, that the clear 


profit out of theſe three-fourths is not equal to 
that one-fourth which was paid for the freight. 
The prime coſt of a cargo, for inſtance, ſhall be 
a hundred dollars; it ſhall be fold in Boſton for 


2 hundred and eighty dollars: out of this ſum, 


forty-five dollars go to pay the freight ; and the 
clear gain to the exporter, after the value of the 
goods is deduced, will, then, be no more than 
_ thirty-five dollars. It is, indeed, true, that the 
_ proprietors of theſe ſmall cargoes ſupply their 


timber out of their own woods; convey it to the 
ſhore upon their own {ledges, drawn by their 


own oxen, at a time when they are not necelſ- 
farily employed in other work; and reckon no- 


thing for their own labour, by all which their 


ſmall profits are ſomewhat enhanced. It is like- 
wiſe true, that, as the felling and removing of 


the trees clears the ground for agriculture, how- 
ever little the timber may bring, its exportation 


is ſtill to be regarded as conſiderably advantageous. 


Whep the proprietor of the cargo is, at the 


fame | 
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fame time, owner of the veſſel, he then allows 
the captain one-half of the clear profit, over and 


above the prime coſt of the commodity. But, of 
this, I believe, there is no inſtance in St. George's 


River. In that caſe, whether the goods be the 


produce of the exporter's own lands, or be pur- 


chaſed by him for exportation, he fixes a certain 
medium price, which muſt firſt be deducted be- 
fore the captain can come in for his ſhare. When 
the prime coſt of a cargo is four hundred dollars, 
and it is ſold again for fix hundred, the captain 
then receives one hundred dollars, and the, mer- 
chant and owner of the veſſel another hundred. 


Trifling as theſe accounts may appear, ſtill they 
are by no means indifferent with reſpe& to our 


knowledge of a country ſo new as this, and 10 

highly calculated to excite our intereſt in what: 
concerns it. But, the trade from St. George's 
River, as I have already mentioned, 1s not by any 
means briſk. The ſhips, which might take in a 
lading in the ſpace of two or three days, often 


conſume as many weeks in an idle delay, and are, 


even then, not fully laden. 

The cauſes of this flackneſs of ne are; 
1. The want of creeks ſufficiently deep to admit 
the timber to be conveyed down them for ex- 
portation, after the lands more contiguous to St. 
George's River have been cleared of woods ; / : 
CR Do .._ - The 
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The ſcarcity of good ſaw-mills, which i 1s indecd 


a natural conſequence of the former diſadvan- 
tage; 3. The want of ſufficient capitals in the : 
hands of their merchants, which being employed 


with intelligence and activity, might conquer any 


phyſical difficulties, or might, at leaſt, partially 
remove whatever is now very unfavourable. 
General Knox has projected a canal to improve 
the navigation of St. George's River, which by | 
avoiding many rapids, will render the river navi- 


gable for ſeventy or eighty miles further up than 


veſſels at preſent go. A great quantity of wood, 
that cannot now be brought to be ſhipped, would, 


then, be caſily within the reach of water- carriage. 


The canal is indeed already begun. At the rapids, 


which it will leave free from navigation, a num 


ber of ſaw-mills may be erected. Theſe Mr. 


Poys, the ableſt civiengineer in all America, 


has engaged to form, and which, of conſequence, 1 55 


will be conſtructed in the utmoſt perfection. Per- 
haps this canal, when cut, may open a commu- 
nication with other ſtreams, by which means na- 


vigation ſhall be facilitated, agriculture improved, 
and traffic enriched and enlivened. A magazine 


of wood, of all ſerts, might then be formed, to 
lace the ſhips whenever they ſhould arrive in the 


: river, and to meet all the demands and ſpecula- 
tions of the merchants. At preſent there is not 


a + 


THE UNITED STATES, CANADA, &. 157 


a ſingle. trader in the country, who could ſupply 


a cargo of wood for a veſſel of ninety tons burthen, 


in the ſpace. of leſs than two months. Ship- 


building is, in this river, no unpromiſing branch 
of trade. Oak-trees are ſo abundant in the neigh- 


| bourhood, that theſe may long ſupply ſufficient 


materials, without there being any neceſſity for 


having recourſe to the more inacceſſible interior 


parts. The common price for ſhip-building, in 
St. George's River, is ten pounds, or thirty-three 
dollars and two ſhillings a ton; all things being, 


for this money, ſupplied, and the veſſels are ſold 
at Boſton, at the rate of twelve or thirteen pounds, 


or from forty to forty-three dollars, a ton. To 
the number of five or ſix veſſels a year are built 


in St. George's River. Ships, of any number of 
tons burthen, can come as far up as the houſe of 


General Knox; but to Warren, the limit of the 


influx of the tide into the river, only veſſels of 


eighty tons burthen can aſcend. 
Agriculture is, throughout this territory, but 
in a poor ſtate, although the land is every where 


ſufficiently fertile. The people ſow but little 
wheat, from a perſuaſion, that the climate is too 


cold for it, ſcarcely any Indian corn, and, on the 
whole, but little oats. The ground lies moſtly 
in graſs and affords excellent hay, among which 


is a wild clover, which grows thick, and is of a 
3 _ pleaſant 
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_ pleaſant fragrance. Beſides thoſe things what 
are adverſe to the improvement of American 


huſbandry in general, the agriculture of this 
region lies under the following diſadvantages pe- 


culiar to itſelf: 1. The ſucceſs of the f/hery, 
which affords abundant means of ſimple ſubſiſt- 


ence to thoſe who chooſe, to depend upon it. 2. 


The ſcope for employment in wood-cutting, which 


yields ſmall but certain daily wages, and draws 
men from the plough, of which the profits return 


more ſlowly, and with leſs certainty. 3. The 


buſineſs of lime- burning affords certain, and not 


inconſiderable wages, and thus allures many of 


the people from the tillage of the lands, prema- 


turely exhauſts their ſtrength, enhances their ne- 


ceſſities, and. leads them into the fatal habit of 


intoxicating themſelves with ſtrong liquors. Ex- 
perience evinces, that theſe three claſſes of people 


are the pooreſt, the moſt profligate, and conſg- 


_ quently not the happieſt. The diſtrict of Maine 


might produce, any where, corn equal to that of 
the lands round Kingſton in Upper Canada, where 
the ſoil is not better, and Which lies under the 
diſadvantages of a more northern climate. The 
tracts of meadow are extenſive and beautiful; 

conſequence of which vaſt herds of cattle To 


be kept in the country: as the cattle muſt be 


houſed for fix months 1 in the year, great quanti- 
| | tics | 


— — 
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ties of dung, are accumulated; and the river 


affords alſo a rich and fertilizing ſlime, which 


might be ſucceſsfully employed as manure. All 
theſe advantages tend to encourage agricultural 
improvements, and to render their ſucceſ$#cer= 
tain. But the preſent practices muſt firſt be 
abandoned ; the predominant prejudices muſt firſt 
be relinquiſhed ; and, what is the hardeſt taſk of 
all, the people muſt be rouſed from their negli- 


gence, I was afſured, that the people who live 
at the diſtance of fifteen or twenty miles inland, 
are better huſbandmen, and raiſe large quantities 
oſ corn. I readily believe the fact. Fiſhing, the- 
burning of lime, and the felling of wood, are a 
ſort of employment very profitable to great com- 


panies, and to the poſſeſſors of large capitals. And 


provided theſe people may have their gains, they 


little care, whether men's morals be injured, and 


the general improvement of the country retarded, . 


by the purſuits which they encourage. 


A pair of oxen coſt here ſixty dollars; a cow, 
eighteen or twenty dollars. Although no pains 


are taken to improve the breed of the cattle, they 
are, in general, good. Land may be purchaſed 


very cheap, eſpecially from thoſe who apply 
| themſelves to the fiſhery ; for theſe people are 


_ often in difficulties. Wheat coſts ſeven ſhillings 
2 buſhel, and almoſt all that is here conſumed, 
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is brought 6 New York or Philadelphia. In- 
dian corn is equally dear; rye coſts a dollar, or 
| fix ſhillings a buſhel, if bought on the ſpot ; the 
price of oats is two ſhillings and five-pence a 
buſhel; that of barley ſix ſhillings; a ton of hay 
may be bought for nine dollars. Labourers are 
not eaſily procured here; but they may be hired 
from the environs of Boſton. Their wages, for 
the winter months, are ſeven dollars a month; 
for the ſummer-months, ten dollars a month. 
All the milch-cows here are of the beſt ſort. 
The mercury in the thermometer has not, in 
the courſe of the preſent year, riſen above ſeventy- 
two degrees of Fahrenheit, or ſeventeen one- 
fourth of Reaumur, in the vicinity of St. George's 
River. Its ordinary variations have been from 
fifty to fifty-five of Fahrenheit, or from eight to 
ten and half of Reaumur. There has been much | 
cold and rainy weather. 


JOURNEY TO AND FROM THE RIVER OF 
PE. NOBSCOT. | 
As General Knox's buſineſs called TY to a 
different part of his eſtates, I took the opportunity 
of accompanying him, in order to acquire a far- 
ther knowledge of the country. We travelled 
along the ſhore of the bay of Penobſcot. This 
bay and the river of the ſame name are the ex- 
1 1 | treme 
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treme lm of the trading no of the. 

diſtrict of Maine; the ſhore of the bay, along the: 

welt, coaſt, and that of the river for twenty miles, 

bound the territory of Waldo-patent. Almoſt all 
this tract of the ſhore is inhabited by perſons, who, 

| have occupied their lands without any juſt title; 

ſo that the true proprietors are excluded from 


their own lands, by the uſurpation of theſe un- 
authoriſed ſettlers. Wood-cutting, is the great 


employment of the people who dwell along the 


coaſt; it is almoſt their fole employment. The 
wood growing contiguous to this bay is of ex- 
cellent quality, and finds therefore a certain and 


ready ſale. A hundred acres of land will, by the 
ſale of the wood, afford ſuſtenance to a family for 


a number of years. In thoſe diſtricts through 
which 1 have travelled during the laſt five months, 
the wood is cut down for the purpoſe of clear- 


ing the ground; and no ſooner is the ſmall wood 


burnt or removed, than the field is fenced in, and 


ſown with grain. Here, on the contrary, the 
wood 1s ſuffered to ſpring up ane w, after the old 


trees are felled; the turf is covered with a native 
clover, which grows very luxuriantly among the 
roots of the trees that have been cut down, and 


the ſmall wood that lies ſcattered around. This 


clover affords forage for ſheep and black cattle, 


which the owner of the ground turns out to graze 
Vox. Il, CCTV 
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upon it. A light fence Sele his no . 
little potatoe ground within which his houſe 
ſtands. There is no other ſort of encloſure in uſe 
among theſe people. Upon all theſe lands in ge- 
neral, there has been very little labour of cultiva- 


tion employed]; but the ſoil is almoſt every where 
fertile, and better in quality than that in the vici- 


— 


nity of St. George's River. It is ſuch, that theſe 
Hegal occupiers, after cutting down the fineſt 


trees on one piece of ground adjacent to the 
ſhore, frequently diſpoſe of this firſt ſettlement ; 


and removing to another, which they occupy 
without purchaſe, clear it in the ſame manner, 


by cutting down and ſelling off its wood. Pur- 


chaſers give no great price for theſe lands, know- 
ing, that the title to the poſſeſſion of them is not 
valid, unleſs it ſhall be confirmed by General 


Knox. They buy the lands at leſs than the fair 
value, from thoſe illegal occupiers Who are willing 
to relinquiſh them, expecting to ſell them again 
with advantage, after making fome ſuitable ar- 
| rangement with the General; and, in' this ex- 


pectation, they are rarely diſappointed. 
The view of the bay of Penobſcot is one of 
the moſt agreeable proſpects that the eye can 


enjoy. The bay is very extenſive, and is inter- 


ſperſed with numberleſs iſlets of various magni- 


. tudes, moſt of which are inhabited, It is but 
ſeldom 
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ſeldom that any conſiderable number of veſſels i is 
to be ſeen in this bay... ... 
Camden was the firſt ſtage at hi we halted. 
By the Indians, and often even by its preſent in- 
habitants, this. place is named Myganticock. 
Squire GLAVERY, at whoſe houſe we ſtopped, is 
one of thoſe illegal poſſeſſors of lands, whom 1 in 
ſtrict juſtice General Knox might diſpoſſeſs. But 
various circumſtances concur to induce the Ge- 
neral to confirm his right, and grant him a title 
to his poſſeſſion, upon the payment of a ſhilling 
an acre. He lives near a ſmall creek, at the 
mouth of a little river. He occupies both ſides 
of this river, and has erected two mulls upon it. 
By theſe he gets a great deal of money ; though 
the whole eſtabliſhments of his buſineſs ſtand 
upon ground, which he well knows do not be- 
long to himſelf. He is now building a ſchooner 
of a hundred and twenty tons burthen, which 
coſts him at the rate of thirty dollars a ton. He 
Keeps, likewiſe, a ſhop ; ; and is the only perſon 
in theſe parts that carries on any conſiderable 
trade; though even what he does, in this way, 18, 
for the preſent, but trifling. Camden river is, 
with difficulty, navigable by veſſels, for the ſpace 
of three miles, from its mouth up to a certain 
pool of extraordinary depth, ; in its channel. For 
a {mall Pre, the difficulties winch obſtruct i its 
8 navigation 
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navigation might be removed, and it might be 
rendered navigable for the ſpace of a mile higher 
up than the pool; though it is not there of ſuch 
width as to admit of any great advantages being 
derived from its navigation. It is, however, pro- 
bable, that, when this country ſhall be in a better 
Mate of population, what is now regarded as im- 
poſſible, will appear to be void of difficulty; and 
when the river ſhall be rendered navigable for a 
greater diſtance up its ſtream, the improvement. 
cannot fail to be in various reſpects highly be- 
neſicial to the adjacent inhabitants. | 
From Camden, we proceeded to the next ſtage 
+ Ducktrap-creck, and there halted. Captain 
ALMA, who poſſeſſes both ſides of the river, ſet- 
tled here about ſeven or eight years ago, with 
the General's permiſſion. His brother and him- 
ſelf had ſerved as officers in the army, without 
acquiring any proviſion for themſelx es, ſave the 
hope of obtaining a ſettlement upon ſome unap- 
propriated lands. They are, at preſent, mer- 
chants, | owners of lands which they have bought, 
proprietors of veſſels, maſters, in ſhort, of a good 
fortune, which, in the progreſs of life and buſi- 
neſs, they will, doubtleſs, conſiderably augment. 
'The intelligence and activity of theſe two bro- 
thers, have not yet been directed to the 1 1mprove- 
ment of their eſtates. Theſe, like almoſt all the 
5 other 
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ether lands upon the bay. lie entirely without 
cultivation. The natural graſs affords ſufficient 
hay for winter-forage. to the few cattle which 
they maintain, They live in different houſes, 
but are, in every undertaking, equally intereſted. 
Captain Alma, whom we ſaw, reſides conſtantly 
in America, and manages all their joint concerns 
in this place. His brother undertakes voyages in 
a veſſel belonging to them, ; to England, to the 
| Weſt-Indies, and in the coaſting trade. He went 
lately with a cargo of -wood to Liverpool. Its 
prime coſt was ſix hundred dollars; and the price 
for which it may be fold at Liverpool, may 
amount to ſix thouſand four hundred dollars, 
Beſide this foreign trade, which the brothers 
Alma prefer to the coaſting-trade, they are alſo 
engaged in the fiſhery, they build ſhips, and 
they ſpeculate in land-jobbing. They introduce 
as many new ſettlers as poſſible into the diſtrict 
of Maine ; and this they can do with the greater 
advantage, as they ſtand very high in favour with 
General Knox, the only legal owner of all this 
territory. I obtained the following particulars of 
information from Captain Alma, and another in- 
haabitant of this diſtrict. 1. The price of ſhip-- 

building for veſſels of a larger ſize, at Ducktrap, 

18 ory dollars a ton burthen for veſſels exceeding 

N „ 175 two 
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tive hundred tons; ; and from twenty to thirty 
dollars a ton, for ſuch as are of ſmaller ſize. 2. - 
The wages to the maſter-carpenter, are a dollar 


and a half a day; to the others, only one dollar; 


and they are all ſupplied with victuals, at a ſepa- 


; rate expence to their employer. 3. The fiſhery 


on the coaſt 1 is carried on by almoſt all the mer- 


chants on the bay, with veſſels of fifteen or 


twenty tons burthen. The captain has from the 
owners of the veſſel, lines, ropes, proviſion, coffee, 
and receives one-half of the profits of the fiſhery. 
The fiſh are dried on the Fox-Iſlands, at the 


mouth of the bay of Penobſcot. A ſixteenth 
part goes to the people who have the charge of 


this part of the buſinefs. The fiſhing will yield, 


in a ſummer, ſixty dollars of profit to the ſhip- 
' owner. His veſſel coſts one hundred and fifty 


dollars. This fiſhery is altogether diſtin& from 
that of falmon, of which a great number frequent 
the bay in the beginning of the ſummer. Almoſt 


all of the ſtock-fiſh is purchaſed by the planters | 
in the back-ſettlements, at the rate of five dollars 


a barrel; the remainder being exported to the 
Weſt-Indies. Foreign trade is reckoned to be 
twice as profitable as the coaſting-trade. 5. The 


price of wood of all ſorts is nearly the ſame as 


in St. George 8 River; the only difference of price 


ariſes 5 
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ariſes from there being a greater or a ſmaller 
| quantity ready for exportation, at any N 


time, in either of the two places. 
In building veſſels, they make the 3 


which ſupport the deck, from the trunk of the 


ſpruce- fir; taking care that theſe, and ſome other 


parts which are framed of this timber, have a 


ſufficient thickneſs of wood, and be ſuthciently 
rivetted together. The reſt of the veſſel is made 


of oak planks, procured from a different part of 


the country. It is but about three years ſince 
the ſpruce- fir was firſt uſed in building ſhips 1 in 
this bay. The ſhip-builders affirm, that it is an 


improvement to the veſſels; but I am inclined to 
think, that the want of oak, or rather a ſcarcity 


of this high-priced timber, has been the chief 


| cauſe of this innovation. They here aſſure us, 
that the timber of the ſpruce- fir, when uſed in 


this way, is found to be very ſtrong and laſting”; 


and conſidering how little profit is, at preſent, to 
be derived from building with ſo expenſive a tim- 


ber as oak, the greateſt advantages may reſult 
from employing in ſhip-building a ſpecies, of 
trees, which have been hitherto lett to rot neg- 


lected upon the ground. As a proof of the fitneſs 


of ſpruce- fir for ſhip- building, they farther men- 


tioned to us, that ſome of theſe trees, which had 
been felled ten years ago, and had been expoſed 
M4 „ ever 
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ever ſince that time to hs ſan and W cath. were 
found at this time to be as freſh and ſound, as if 
they, had been but newly cut down. | 
The planks of the body of the ſhip, to tho 
water's edge, are often made, inſtead: of oak, 
rather of beech-wood, or of the wood of the black 
birch; which is reckoned equally hard and good. 
The kecl is of the wood of the beech, of the 
 ſagar-maple, or of another ſpecics that is known 
by the name of the rock-maple. With theſe 
ſorts of wood, there is ne above a fifth part of the 
whole ſhip made of oak, in order that the EXPENCe 
may be as moderate as poſſible. When I ſpeak of 
oak, I mean the grey oak ; the red oak is not much 
_ eſteemed for ſhip-building ; and the white, the 
beſt of all, does not grow here, The ſhip-builders 
maintain, that the ſaccharine particles of the 
| beech, the black birch or the maple, are very ſer- 
viceable for the preſervation of iron, which the 
ſaline particles of the oak are apt to conſume. 
And inſtead of uſing tallow for thoſe purpoſes in 
ſhip-building to which it has been uſually ap- 
pled, all the ſhip-carpenters in America, now 
rather make uſe of train-oil, very plentifully laid 
on. But this oil is a product of the fiſhery, and 
is, beſides, one-fifth cheaper than falt ; fo that 
it may be doubted, whether the true reaſon be 
| Hot rather 1 its cheapneſs, than any ſuperior fitneſs 


in 
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in the oil, which makes it to be preferred for 
theſe uſes. By theſe means, however, the ex- 
pence of ſhip-building has been reduced, within 
the laſt three or four years, to half of what it for- 
merly was, to the great emolument of thoſe per- 
ſons Who purſue this branch of manufacture. 
Let, is this manufacture not carried on in all the 
extent which it might very well attain. The 
only cauſe of this is the preſent poverty of the 
inhabitants of theſe parts. When this is conſi- 
dered, it muſt rather appear ſurpriſing, that there 
| ſhould have been ſo much already done in it. 
_ Alittle river, which is navigable by ſmall veſ- 
ſels, for a mile upwards from its mouth, empties . 
itſelf into the creek of Ducktrap, and there drives 
a faw-mill of moderate ſize, the property of 
Meſſrs. Alma. I was not a little ſurpriſed to ſee 
men ſawing great blocks of timber, cloſe by this 
mill; but, ſuch is the practice throughout Ame- 
rica; and it is owing to the preſent imperfection 
of the ſaw-mills. Two or three other mer- 
chants, beſide Meſſrs. Alma, are alſo engaged in 
the coaſting trade; but the tranſactions of thoſe 
others, is comparatively inconſiderable. 
Draught- oxen coſt, here, ſeventy dollars a pair; 
a cow, twenty-eight dollars; a ſheep, ten or 
twelve ſhillings. They are purchaſed from the 
planters, whoſe neceſſities oblige them to ell. 
The 
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The breed. of the cattle is tolcrably good. Sheep 
are bought at a very low price, from the iſland of 
| Marthawine, on the coaſt of Maſſachuſetts ; and 
theſe ſheep, though of ſmall ſize, are found to 
afford a very good breed, after they have had a 
year's keeping in the diſtrict of Maine. 
Acſter a poor ſupper, and an indifferent 88 8 
Ming with Captain Alma, who, however opu- 
lent, continues to live in a miſerable log-houſe, 
without ſuitable ſupplies of bread, rum, ſugar, or 
even ficſh ; we renewed our journey along a very 
bad road, which, however, was not quite ſo bad 
as the roads of the diſtrict of Geneſſec. We ſoon 
reached Little-river, another ſmall ſtream run» 
ning into Penobſcot, which is not more navigable 
than that of Ducktrap, but, like it, drives a ſmall 
ſaw-mill. A few ſolitaries dwell about this bay, 
almoſt every one of whom is owner of a ſmall] 
fiſhing boat, which 1s navigated, in the fiſhing, 
chiefly by himſelf or his children. Their land 
lies, like that of all their neighbours, totally un- 
cultivated. The whole ſhore is occupied by ſuch 
{mall fiſhermen, who are miſerably lodged, muſcr- | 
ably clothed, and miſerably fed. 
The townſhip of Belfaſt, adjoining that of 
Little-river, is better ſettled, than that through 
which we laſt paſſed. The houſes are better, and 
are, even in ſome inſtances, painted: the lands 
| have 
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Have been brought into a better condition. This 
territory was fold thirty years ago, by the family 
of WALDO; and its preſent ſtate of ſuperior im- 
provement ſeems to evince, that the uncertainty 
of the poſſeſſion of thoſe who have ſettled in 
other townſhips, muſt be the chief reaſon that 
occaſions them to leave their lands ſo deſtitute of 
culture. A river, that is at the mouth about a 


mile broad, but navigable for only three miles 


upwards, here falls into a creek, much larger than 
any one that we had hitherto ſeen. We were 


to pals this river at a place where the acceſs is 
extremely difficult. The ferry- boat is very ſmall, 


and, for horſes, very inconvenient. We were 
Waiting for it a whole hour, and thought our- 
ſelves fortunate in reaching the oppoſite bank, 
when the wind became boiſterous, the tide roſe 

higher in the river, and our horſes were grow- 


ing very unruly. The General's negro conducted 


over two of the horſes, ſwimming. Conſider- 
able mountains riſe immediately adjacent to the 
bank of the river. Theſe mountains were the 
higheſt I had yet ſeen in this tract of the country. 

'The ground interjacent between them and the 
river's edge is cleared; not a ſtump remained, 
and trees lay ſcattered on the ſurface. I thought 
the meadows to be the beſt I had ſeen, for a long 
While. In this townſhip of Beltaſt is a church, 
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rr .. ͤ Kr. . .... ¹ —Åt ˙7C—— — — . ———— = 9 4 ee 3 =. 
"= — aA. Wn INT E. . & ate te SE n 3 Dann — ä — — —— — — 8 — n er 2 7 ST * 
* — 2 —— <= on 5 * = + F 7 oa => . - — — - — — of BOT. * Sia 5 - * : 8 n C l * n 1 
J — F 3 _ — — 1 * . — — — eo. - OE - = 4 3 LAS $a 4 ” J * 44 ls 4 VS =4 2 * 1. +=? 
; . — Iz CPR TINT IS ne OD Ig - 8 _ PP. Lp OS er „ N 2 < 8 et pt — arp — . 2 
* e Ie > l c 2 . ᷣ TAT... 71. F. — dtd — — 2 7 ' - 8% — ———— — 6 — — rr wy £22." INE . ---— IH IS 
<= — ez Es J OCT IE NR. — £ 2 & = — — — —̃ ä —„—-—-— — — er ere, 0 9 1 y 4 * . * 
C . — — . Orr 4 R 2. Sis | PET N — — n * _ F | _ — — — = 
4 < LS HEE ere N 3 * - - * — : 
N Wack 57 . a 


—— — 
- S 26 Fw SY 
> ODER” on IE” "7 
* A 


— 


($3008 


% 
4 
* 
1 
15 
"4 
4 
4 
© 
* 
4 
* 
* 
* 
K 
| 
* 
+ 
:6Y 
4 
: 


172 "' TRAVELS THROUGH 


the only one in all the Waldo-patent. The 


roads become here better, both becauſe the ſoil 


is firmer, and becauſe they are more caretully 


Mr fee here, than elſewhere. 

It is remarkable, that throughout almoſt all 
this diſtrict of Maine, the rivers and creeks: flow 
with a ſtraight courſe into the ſea, with a longer 
or ſhorter length of progreſs, in Which they are, 
in ſew ' inſtances, augmented by any auxiliary 
ſtreams. The only exceptions from this general 
Character are, as far as I know, the rivers 'of Ken- 
nebec, Penobſcot, and Union: there are, I n 
no other. ” 

We ſtopped, at Ng at the houſe of a per- 
fon of the name of NI cHOLSOx, a farmer and 
landbolder of ſome eminence. He has lived for 
theſe four and thirty years in Proſpect, a townſhip 
which lies along the coaſt, and is contiguous to 
Belfaſt; He poſſeſſes nearly eighty acres of land, 
that has been cleared, and five of theſe in a ſtate 
of good cultivation. Theſe are partly in tillage, 
and partly in the ſtate of meadows, He, this | 
winter, felled one hundred and fifty cords of wood, 
and between one and two hundred large trees; 


his ſons caught cod-fiſh and ſalmon to the quan- 
tity of about one hundred barrels; his daughters 


{pun the wool of the ſheep, and made clothes for 
the whole family; they make ſhoes likewiſe of 
EE ; the 
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the hides.of the cattle ſlaughtered, for ſale, for 
all who belong to the houſe. He is content with 
his lot, and is full of the ordinary prejudices of 


all the old, ignorant huſbandmen of the diſtrict 


of Maine. But this is the worſt that can be ſaid 
of him. He thinks it impoſſible, that wheat 


ſhould grow in his neighbourhood, and believes 


that even barley and rye will, at the beſt, grow 
but indifferently. He accordingly, ſows as much 
Tye and Indian corn as is requiſite for the uſe of 


his houſehold. Of this they make a ſort of ſoſt 
bread, which is the ordinary food of the people 


in this neighbourhood, but which, in other places, 


would be given to the dogs. Upon all that con- 
ſiderable extent of land, which he has cleared of 


wood, he keeps only twenty head of black cattle, 
including cows, calves, and bullocks ; and from 


twenty to five and twenty ſheep. One ot, his 
fine acres of meadow yields annually ſixty hun- 


dred-weight of hay, which is rich with a mix- 
ture of natural clover, and is more than he needs 


for the uſe of his cattle, which for more than ſix 


months in the year muſt be kept in ſtalls in the 


houſe, He plants an acre annually with potatoes; 


the produce is often four hundred buſhels, and 


even in leſs plentiful years at leaft two hundred 


and fifty buſhels. Potatoes find a ready ſale 
throughout the diſtrict of Maine, at the rate 
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of one filling and wee or two. Gilling « 
| buſhel.” 

His int is excellent. 1 e of RE br 
might keep ten times as many as he does, but 
vhich he is not deſirous to augment, are fine, and 
afford, at the annual ſhearing, fleeces weighing 
each ſix pounds. That portion of it, which is 
not wanted for the uſe of the family, is ſold at the 
rate of aſhilling a pound, and though it were in- 
ferior in quality, would not fail to fetch an equal 
price. After all, it is not eaſy to ſee, how old 
| Nicholſon can have acquired the reputation of 
being a good farmer. To me he appears to differ 
from the reſt, only in poſſeſſing a greater extent 
of ground at a ſmaller price, without, however, 
making, in any degree, a better uſe of what he has. 

There is no ſhip-building carried on in tbis 
townſhip of Proſpect; there belong to it only 
ſome of thoſe decked n. which are uſed in 
the fiſhery. . 
The general buſineſs of the. b 18 

wood- cutting. An able wood - man will cut down 
two, or even three, cords of wood in a day. The 
uſual price is ſeven ſhillings a cord. It coſts 
about a third part of the value for the conveyance 
of this wood to the ſhore. One who has NO oxen 
of his own can earn, therefore, ten ſhillings a day; 
1 he may earn fourteen * if he can convey 
the 
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the wood * cuts down to the ſhore. This lis 
ſufficient to make theſe people careleſs of agri- 
culture and huſbandry. More diſtant proſpects 
of intereſt are too weak to n them een 
in agricultural induſtry. | 
Thoſe who neither fell their own W nor 
convey it to the ſhore, pay two ſhillings a cord 
to the labourers for cutting it down, and as 
much forits carriage to where it may be ſhipped. 
Alter this they have ſtill to themſelves a profit 
of half a dollar a cord. An acre of ground, that 
is well wooded, will afford ſixty of theſe cords. 
So they pocket, even in this cafe, a gain of thirty | 
dollars an acre upon their wood. This informa- 


tion will not be without its uſe, to perſons who ” 


may think of purchaſing lands in the diſtrict of 
Maine. The growing deficiency of wood, in the 
vicinity of Boſton, and all along the coalt, muſt 
ſoon enhance the market-price of that which re- 
mains to'be cut in theſe parts. By 

Our next ſtage, after we left farmer Nicholſon, 
was Brigadier's Iſland. This iſle, with all the 
others which are not above three miles from the 
other ſhore, belong to the eſtate of Waldo-patent. 
It is inhabited by ſeven families, among whom 
it is parcelled out into ſo many different farms. 
Theſe families have felled the wood around the 


whole. 
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whole ſhore of the iſland, and uſed that 45 uk 


covered the interior parts according to their do- 


meſtic neceſſities and conveniencies. To obtain 
full poſicſhon of this iſle, General Knox has offer- 
ed to the ſeven families, by whom it is now oc- 
cupied, to the amount of three thouſand dollars, 
in land and ready money, if they will "Rong" 
relinquiſh it to him. 


This iſle is acceſſible from the land 155 a "9 
ſage not more than two hundred yards | in length; ; 


which is dry, when the tide has ebbed. It af- 


fords excellent paſture for both great and ſmall 
cattle, and is qualified to repay, in an adequate 
manner, all the pains that might be employed 

upon it by a {kilful and induſtrious huſbandman. 


The ſtones found at the ſurface afford reaſon for 


thinking, it » contains marble, ſlate, and iron. 
The ſituation is favourable for trade. General 
Knox's intereſts draw his attention particularly 
towards the iſland, as being in the centre of his 
poſſeſſions. It is his object to clear this iſle for 
the purpoſe of maintaining in it a ſheep-ſtock. 

For one month in the year theſe ſheep muſt be 


houſed ; and he intends to build a proper ſtall for 
this uſe. He is of opinion, that by reſiding there 


he may obtain conſiderable ſums of money, 
owing to him for land in the neighbouring coun- 


try, 
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try, which he is willing to cede to its preſent 
poſſeſſors at a price below its real _— to avoid 
all trouble and diſputation. N e 
Mr. GnirrIN, one of the preſent ibis 
is building a brig of eighty-five tons burthen, 
which he intends for the coaſting- trade. It will 
coſt, when fit for ſea, to the amount of two thou- 
ſand four hundred and fifty dollars, which is about 
thirty dollars a ton. He has bought almoſt all 
the timber neceſſary for his purpoſe in Penobſcot 
River, as there was none of ſufficient growth, for 
this uſe, remaining upon Brigadier's Iſland. 
Ihe townſhip of Crankford was the laſt place 
in Waldo-patent that General Knox intended to 
| viſit. We halted at the houſe of an old farmer, 
named Colonel ScuuLTz. He poſſeſſes, with 
the permiſſion of the General, three farms lying 
on Penobſcot River, about ten miles inland from 
its mouth. Though but an indifferent farmer, 
he had ſet himſelf in oppoſition to the common 
prejudices againſt wheat. He ſowed ſome acres 
with it, which yielded him-a return of fifteen 
buſhels an acre. This year his wheat is ſmutty ; 
the grain is ſmall, gray, and light, not yielding 
above a tenth part of the uſual proportion of meal. 
He raiſes likewiſe good Indian corn, the return 
of which is at the rate of twenty buſhels an acre. 
But his ploughing is ſlight; he lays on little 
Yor SE N _ j+ © © mn 
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manure ; nor can the quality of the ſoil, nor the 
ſituation of his grounds, be commended. His 
potatoc- fields yield much the ſame increaſe as 
| thoſe of farmer Nicholſon. - He has been ſettled 
here for theſe eight and twenty years; yet, out 
of three hundred acres, which he poſſeſſes, has 
not brought more than five and twenty under 
_culture. | 
But a ſmall quantity of 0 is caught a at the 
bottom of the bay, or in Penobſcot River. In 
the months of J une and J uly, all hands are em- 
ployed in the falmon-fiſhery. They are often 
taken with the harpoon, but more commonly 
with nets, while the tide ebbs. The inhabitants, 
in particular, of one ſmall tract of land, which 
juts out into the ſea, derive great profit from this 
fiſhery. It is there uſual for a ſingle family to 
take in a ſeaſon from ten to ſixty barrels of ſal- 
mon, weighing, each barrel, two hundred pounds, 
and fetching in the market the price of eight dol- 
lars. The ſhore of Brigadier's Iſland is famous 
for the plentiful captures of ſalmons upon it. 
For ſome years this fiſhery has been leſs ſucceſs- 
ful than formerly. It has hitherto been very 
little fortunate in the preſent year. For this 
failure the Indians are blamed, who live a hun- 
dred miles higher up, on the banks of Penobſcot 
River. They are wont to fiſh every day in the 
| year, 
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year, which hinders the neceſſary annual renewal 
of the numbers of the ſalmons. The Americans, 
on the contrary, are accuſtomed to refrain from 
- fiſhing for two whole months in the year toge: 
ther, and always upon Sundays. Et 
Theſe Indians dwell in a pleaſant villags by : 
the river fide. They live, like the reſt of the In- 
dians, without making regular yearly proviſion. 
for the ſupply of their wants, but approach, in 
their manners, ſomewhat nearer to civility. T hey 
belong to a tribe, which the French Miſſionaries 
almoſt converted, or, at leaſt, ſuppoſed, that they 
had converted, to the Catholic religion. This 
territory falling afterwards into the poſſeſſion of 
Britain, and ſince, of the American States, the 
Catholic religion ceaſed to be preached to the 
Indians at the expence of the government. At 
preſent there lives a French prieſt among them, 
from whom they have learned the doctrine of 
tranſubſtantiation ; but neither the duty and ad- 
vantage of temperance, nor the principles and 
practice of agriculture, nor the injuſtice and folly 
of waſting the beſt means for the ſupport of the 
country by deſtroying the ſalmons at an improper 
ſeaſon. Theſe Indians bring, every year, a large 
quantity of beavers, otters, foxes, and racoon 
ſkins, for ſale to the merchants on the river. 
Ny Wo 
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am led to think, that timber of all ſorts may be 


oo | TRAVELS THROUGH 


Theſe ſlime) are purchaſed at a very low price ; ; 
and they receive rum in exchange. 7 980 qc 
Penobſcot River is navigable as far as the tide 
riſes, that is, for the ſpace of thirty miles from 
its mouth. For ſmall boats it is acceſſible to 


. the diſtance of one hundred miles higher up. On 


its courſe it waters ſeveral beautiful diſtricts of 
country filled with wood, and runs out into many 


creeks; all of which are ſufficient to drive a num- 


ber of mills. Up to the limit of the riſing of the 
tide its banks are inhabited. After advancing 


along them to a certain diſtance, you enter the 5 
territories which ſtill pertain to the Indians. 


The veſſels belonging to this river are not more 


than twenty, of Which two are employed in the 
trade to Europe. Theſe two belong to Mr. | 


Tartar, a merchant, who has his principal place 
of reſidence near that part of the courſe of the 


river, above which the tide ceaſes to riſe ; and 


poſſeſſes ſeveral ſtorehouſes, at different diſtances, 
along the river's ſide. In the ſpace of ten years, 
during which he has lived here, he has acquired, 


in trade, a conſiderable property. Ihe reſt pur- 


Tue the coaſting trade, or, in the years in which 
this does not promiſe ſucceſs, a trade with the 
Weſt India Hands. From all that I could learn, 


had 
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had cheap here, as well as in every other part of 
the diſtrict of Maine which I had occaſion to 
viſit. Ship-building is here at the rate of twenty- 
ſix dollars and two-thirds a ton. During this 

whole year there have not been more than five 

built in the river. The want of capital is the 
only reaſon. why ſo little is done in this branch of 
| buſineſs. It is true, that, on account of the pre- 
ſent war in Europe, the expence is now much 
Ereater than it formerly was; but, in the pre- 
ceding years, when the expence was ſmaller, the 
number of veſſels built was not more conſiderable. 
The whole townſhip of Belfaſt lies within the 
county of Hancock. A great part of it is {till 
inhabited; and its whole population does not 
exceed ten thouſand ſouls upon a diſtrict of eleven 
thouſand four hundred ſquare miles in extent. 
| Penobſcot is the capital town. 
Waſhington, a county lying ſomewhat. more 
to the north, and bordering upon the poſſeſſions 
of the Britiſh, poſſeſſes, on a wider extent of ter- 
ritory, a population of more than three thouſand | 

inhabitants. 

Penobſcot is ſtill known by the Indian name 
of Bagadus. The exportation from it is not con- 
ſiderable. The value of theſe exports amounted, 
in the year 1791, to ten thouſand eight hundred 
and wh 1 dollars; in the year 792, . to eight 
NE. thouſand 
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| thouſand three hundred and fifteen dene ii 
1793, to nineteen thouſand three hundred and 
twenty-ſeven dollars; in 1794, to five thouſand 
eight hundred and twenty-five dollars; in 1795, 
to four thouſand nine hundred and forty-nine 
dollars; reckoning the year from the beginning 
of October, to the end of September, 
l believe that Penobſcot River is very juſtly 
deemed the moſt favourable ſituation for the 
commerce of this province. It may be ſafely 
affirmed, that any company or individual poſ- 
 ſeffing a conſiderable capital, and knowing how 
to lay it out in improvements, and in the trade 
naturally connected with this ſituation, might 
ſettle here with no ſmall advantage. A conſi- 
derable number of veſſels might be built, if all 
the wood from the lands were appropriated to 
this uſe, and if every day were carefully dedicated 
to inceſſant induſtry. The ſaw-mills would ren- 
der the wood of great value; and it would quickly 
be ſeen, that the preſent ſaw-mills are ſuſceptible 
of improvement, which would render them much 
more profitable than they now are: particularly 
in the cutting of ſhingles, and in breaking the 
bark of the ſpruce- -fir, as is now done in the vici- 
nity of Boſton for the uſe of the tanners, there 
might be great improvement made. In winter 
the veſſels might be freighted with mules and 


horſes, 
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- hood reared here, for the uſe of the Weſt 16 


iſles; for theſe animals will be bred here in very 


great numbers, when example, and a certainty 
of advantageous ſale, ſhall have duly encouraged 


the planters to attend to this branch of farming. 
Salt-fiſh, too, either procured by purchaſe from 
others, or by keeping fiſhing veſſels, would find a 
good market in the Weſt India iſles. Theſe iſles 
might be ſupplied alſo with cattle from this pro- 
vince, as it is capable of producing prodigious 
numbers of them. Another product for the ſame 
exportation is corn, Which will infallibly afford 
great profits to this country, when. once a ſpirit. 
of agriculture ſhall have been ſufficiently excited 

throughout it. In this manner might ſuch a 
company or individual, as was above alluded to, 


gradually clear the land of its wood, and bring it 
into a good ſtate of cultivation, While its export- 


able products would afford a good income, and 
the example would be of infinite utility to the 
whole country. Beſide all this, there ſhould be 


a a ſhop or two furniſhed with the uſual articles for 


the conſumption of the country; for ſuch ſhops 
as I have already had occaſion to notice, prove 
extremely lucrative to thoſe who employ a num- 
ber of labourers. The conſequence would be the 
ſpeedy acquiſition of a large fortune by the com- 
pany or individual by whom theſe meaſures ſnould 
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| be purſued, The iqocenſe of their means would 


naturally enlarge their concerns, and render them 
more profitable. | 


Exportation, the grand ſource of aan to a 


great landholder, both on account of the preſent 


advantage which it yields, and becauſe it tends 
to enhance the prices of all commodities, is more 
neceſſary in the province of Maine, than in many 
other places. The emigrants make little reſort 
to this province. The diſtrict of Geneſſee, and 

the back parts of Pennſylvania, Kentucky, and 


all the weſtern parts where the climate is milder, 


the ſoil more fertile, and the land cheaper, are 
naturally preferred. The difference between the 
abundant population of Geneſſee, which was, 
within theſe laſt ten years, in the poſſeſſion of the 
Indians, and the ſcanty number of families, ſcat- 
tered throughout the province of Maine, of which 
the greater part was, an hundred years ſince, re- 
duced into a colonial territory, 18 an undeniable 5 
proof of the truth of what is here affirmed, which 
ought certainly to have its weight with the great 
landholders of this province. It may, indeed, be 
reaſonably expected, that there will be a gradual 
influx of ſettlers into this region, from the great 
increaſe of the population of Maſſachuſetts. The 
wilds of Maine may be thus at length inhabited; 
ang then the value of land will riſe, and thore 
will 
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will be an increaſe of manufacturing and com- 


mercial induſtry, to the greats -advantage both of 
the land-owners and the merchants. 


In ſome places, labourers are procured pretty 


eaſily; and the wages, for any conſiderable time 


together, are there at the ſame rate, as in the diſ- 


tricts beyond Boſton, already deſcribed. 

The country is healthful, though much colder 
than the great landholders are willing to allow. 
Fogs and rains are more frequent here than in the 
more ſouthern parts of America. The maritime 
ſituation of the province of Maine, contributes, 
no doubt, to increaſe the humidity of its atmo- 


ſphere. The perpetual dampneſs on the ſea coaſt . 


produces a greater occaſion for warm and con- 
ſtant fires there, than in the interior parts. But, 
however rigorous the climate, it is ſufficiently 
favourable to the production of maize, and of ex- 
cellent hay. Nor is there any juſt reaſon for ſup- 


poſing, that wheat and other grains would not 


thrive in it, if carefully cultivated. 

Life is uſually long and healthy in this: pro- 
vince. It is not uncommon to meet with old 
men of the age of eighty, or ninety years, though 
the general condition of the people be but miſer- 
able, at leaſt in that part of the country through 


which I accompanied General Knox. Save the 


brothers ALMAS, \ we found none who could be 
ſaid 
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faid to be even moderately intelligent. They 


are univerſally poor, or at leaſt live as if they 
were ſo in an extreme degree. The habitations 
are every where poor, low huts: Every where, 
| you find a dirty, dark-coloured rye-meal, and that 


not in ſufficient quantity. The ſort of freſh meat 


to be ſeen on any table, is that of lambs, which 


are killed, not ſo much for the ſake of procuring 


a good diſh, as to prevent the ſheep-ſtock from 


becoming more numerous than 1s defired. In 


ſhort, of all America, the province of Maine 1s 
the place that afforded me the worſt accommo- 


dation. And, conſidering how little reaſon I 


found to praiſe the accommodations of many 


other places; what 1 have now ſaid of Maine 
mult be regarded as an affirmation, that the con- 
dition of human life in | that place 1s exceedingly 
wretched. 


The common drink here, a cha all : 
America, is grog, or a mixture of water with 
rum or whiſky. It is made alſo with gin or 
brandy, but not in theſe parts. 


A ſort of beer, made from the twigs of the 


ſpruce- fir, is likewiſe drunk here. Molaſſes, and 


occaſionally maple-tree ſugar, are joined with. 


the ſpruce twigs, in brewing this beverage. 


Here is alſo another fort of beer, much like 
the former; but it 1s brewed from the young 
twigs 
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twigs of the birch, en of thoſe of the 

ſpruce-fir. 8 1 N 
Both theſe liquors are very common in Maſ- 

e and in Canada. Many people are 


1 


fond of them; to me they are diſagreeable. 

All the ſettlers in Waldo-patent, a very few 
excepted, occupy lands to which they have no 
juſt right. But they are of two different claſſes; 
of which one conſiſts of perſons who have ſettled — 
here by the permiſſion of the General or his i 
ſtewards, and are to pay a certain purchaſe- 
money at a future time; but the others neither 
aſked nor obtained any ſuch permiſſion. The 10 
condition of the former may appear to be more 1 

ſecure than that of the latter. But then this laſt —_— 
claſs is ſo much the more numerous, that te 
General will probably find it neceſſary to treat _ 
them all alike. All acknowledge that they muſt 
pay a certain rent or purchaſe-money ; but nei- - 
ther do they offer ready money, nor fix any pre- 0 
ciſe time for payment. The General encounters 
all the perplexity and difficulties of this buſineſs 1 0 
with the firmeſt ſteadineſs, and the moſt extraor- Wit 
dinary patience. 
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PRICE OF WOOD IN THE PROVINCE OF MAINE. - 
I was induced to form the following table of 
the prices of different ſorts of timber in different 
Places 
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186 
places of this province, by conſidering that it 
might become hereafter a matter of ſome curi- 
oſity to compare the future variations in the 
price of wood, with that for which it is ſold at 
this preſent time. © 
I have added a view of the prices of ather 
products of this province, according to the moſt 
complete and accurate information that I could 
obtain. This alſo will ſerve for a fixed point in 
the ſcale of the variations of price, which theſe 
products may hereafter undergo. _ 
1 have given likewiſe a view of the expences 
and the returns of a late voyage of a ſchooner 
to England, which was communicated to me 
by Colonel Schultz. . 


pRICE 


PRICE OF en IN THE PROVINCE OF MAINE. 8 
” | nt ; 2 
| warren, | . | Ducktrap. | Ae] wwiceater, J Bronfuick. [ Portland, T 
| 8 fir 36 th. |— — — — 6 
* wy ER - | 
4 ee cp | for 1990 feet of ork 4 th. 30 36 m. [36 m. | 36%. 80 m. [oft RA. 
: | *. r 60 72 54 66 66 ö | 90 - 
55 | 1000 feet of en e 12 40h: | 72 | 79 | 90 
3 {Shingles | 1000 of them 25 10 20 20 doll.] 132 132 180 
: SClaw-boards 1000 feet 12 — 12 12 Þ} 12doll. | 12 doll.] 12 doll, 
<L< \||Clear-boards 1000 feet 14 — 10 oy to to 12p.] 12 OM | 
8 la 9 — Flitol2p| 12 [11 to 12 
2 | J A ſmaller ſpecies 83 of } fi S 18 12 th, | 11 ſn. | 18 &. | 24 
2 to 22 inches . — 18 10 ſh. [14 1 24 — 
2 Mats from 18 | { every foct þ 3 - [$6:64.ſ— | 8 5 12 | 925 
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— PRICE OF OTHER ARTICLES IN THE PROV INCE OF MAINE. 
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* Theſe boards are one inch thick, and eleven inches broad. + The planks are twice the 
thickneſs of the boards. t The ſhingles are either of oak or fir. & Claw-boards are fir-deals, four feet long, and four inches broad. 
| They are uſed to cover framed wooden houſes. j| Clear-boards are deals without knot. J The ton of theſe is forty feet . and o 
Hot chick; if leſs thick, it muſt be longer. aa are on IE but in Penobſcot — of aſh, 
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Wood for fuel coſts one dollar a cord. 
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Expences and returns of a voyage performed 


by the Dolphin ſchooner, of Cuſhing, in the pro- 


vince of Maine, one hundred and twenty-two 


tons burthen, Captain BA TEN TO commander, 


in the months of May, June, and July, 1795, in 
the ſpace of three months wanting five days; 
from Camden to Liverpool, and from Liverpool 


daun to Boſton. 


| Dollars. Dollars. : 


freight — — — ::440 


Captain's wages for the voyage 166 
Pilot's wages, twenty dollars a 
Four failors, eighteen dallars a 
month RE — — 192 


7 Proyifions — | — — 120 — 978 


Prize. Co oft of the Cargo at Camden. 


100 tons of oak, at three dollars a 


ton * 9 * 
14, 000 oak ſtaves, at eight dollars EY 
a thouſand — — 112 


2000 feet of deal, at ſix dollars a 


thouſand feet — — 12 


Duties paid in England — 2 | 
Occaſional expences— — 156— 1783 
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| Purchaſed in England. 


| . Dollars. Dollars, 
42 tons of falt, at three ſhillings 


and four pence ſterl. — — 331 | 
272 buſhels of pit coal, at three 


pence ſterl. a buſhel — — 14— 345 


Duties on the falt at Boſton „ 


- 


Total expenditure 2548 


| Receipts of the Merchant? Sales at Liverpod 


4000 feet, or 100 tons of oak, at 

_ three ſhillings a foot, or twenty 
dollars a t %n x — 2000 

14,000 oak ſtaves, at forty-three 
dollars a thouſand — — 630 

2000 feet of deal, at forty-five dol- 


lars — — — 90 2720 


Sales at Bofton 
420 tons of ſalt, at four dollars, 85 2068 


272 buſhels of pit coal 3 — | 96— 2104 


Total receipts — 43884 
Total expenditure — 2548 


Clear profit to the merchant 2336 
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2 155 great profit is not to be 8 fark n 
ed upon, as if the ſame cargo for the returning 
voyage were always to be eaſily obtained in Eng- 
land. Vet it affords certain data, from Which 
may be inferred what a conſiderable benefit this | 
foreign trade affords in return for a moderate e ex- 
penditure. 

But I repeat, that 75 ae 18 ſill in its in- 
fancy, and in a languid and cheerleſs infancy. | 
The taxes are much heavier than i in any newly 
ſettled country I have as yet viſited. Mr. Schultz, 

by whom J am informed of the fact, pays twenty 
dollars a year. Among theſe taxes is one for the 


ſupport of ſchools, though no ſcho ols have F ere 
been eſtabliſhed, i, 


F ARTHER OBSERV ATIONS CONC ERNING THE PRO- | 
VINCE OF MAINE. ; 
"There is no houſe for religious worſhip in this 
province, neither! in the diſtrict of Belfaſt, nor in 
Penobſcot. Penobſcot is the only town in theſe 
parts, and it conſiſts of ncar a thouſand houſes. | 
A poor preacher lives i in theſe parts, who has only 
a very few hearers, to whom he preaches at dif- 
ſerent places every ſecond Sunday, and who pay 
bim at the rate of four dollars cach. Through- 
out all America, the building of a new church, 
for every parochial diſtrict, is conſidered as a very 
burthenſome 
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burthenſome expence. Here, therefore the peo- 


ple rather pay a certain conſideration, leaving the 


preacher to find a houſe for himſelf. The young 


people of both ſexes, however, eſpecially the 


voung women, are very deſirous of a church, in 
Which they might have an opportunity to aſ- ; 
ſemble every week, and to diſplay their perſons 

and their dreſs. In New England they refrain, 


on Sunday, with weak ſuperſtition, even from 
the moſt. harmleſs ſports. But, it is, in truth, 


becauſe it affords them an opportunity of going 
from home, and meeting with their neighbours, | 
that theſe people are ſo fond of viſiting the church. 


There 1s, in this country, a great lack of medi- 


cal practitioners, at leaſt of perſons whoſe {kill is 
| worthy of the name. The people are not here 


either ſufficiently numerous, or ſufficiently opu- 
lent, to make it cligible for 1kilful ſurgeons or 
phyſicians to ſettle among them. The ſurgeon's 
Employment is exerciſed at preſent .-by people 
who are engaged in other purſuits, and therefore 


make this but their occaſional buſineſs, and who 


are ſo ignorant as ſcarcely to know how to let 
blood with ſafety to the paticnt. In the ſtate of 


Maſſachuſetts, any perſon is at liberty to aſſume 


the profeſſion of medicine at his pleaſure; and 
it is certainly a diſgrace to the legiſlature, that 


the health and lives of theſe ſimple and credu- 
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lous people ſhould be i in ſuch a manner e 
a prey to ignorance, impudence, and quackery. 
When General Knox had accompliſhed his 
ae we went on board the 1chooner, which 
I mentioned above, hoping that, within four 
hours, we ſhould reach the General's houſe. It 
was ten o clock in the morning when we went 
on board, and the wind was favourable. But 
the wind ſhifted on a ſudden, the weather be- 
came ſtormy, our progreſs was conſidęrably in- 
terrupted, and we lay-to till the ſtorm was over. 
Next morning we found, that we could not 
yet make way, and therefore retired again to an- 
other creek, about ſix miles nearer than the for- 
mer to the place to which we were going, but 
{till fifteen miles diſtant from where we were to 
take our way for St. George's River. The wea- 
ther was now fair, and General Knox, who i is not 
at all fond of navigation, thought it would be 
better to go on ſhore, aſſuring me that we ſhould 
be able to procure horſes from Captain Alma, 
which would quickly carry us to St. George's 
River. We were not far from Ducktrap. Upon 
our arrival at the Captain's houſe, we were en- 
countered by new difficulties. We had to wait 
for our own horſes, which were coming under 
the care of the poſt; and this happened to be the 
only place in all the province of Maine, in which 
the 


„ 
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the travelling of the poſt 3 is ſomewhat retarded 
by the frequency of the plantations. The horſes, 


whoſe arrival was expected to be about noon, 
came ſix hours later. We were thus obliged to 
| paſs the night in a dirty houſe; and, in the mean 


time, the wind had changed, and our ſchooner 
was gone on her way, much farther than would 


have been ſufficient to conduct us to the end of 


our journey. Theſe inconvenient occurrences 
were ſufficiently diſagreeable to me; for, having 
ſo far to travel, I had now rather too little time 
remaining for my ſubſequent Journey - and I had 
| wiſhed to ſpend ſome ſhort time longer with 
General Knox and his _ 


DEPARTURE F ROM THE HOUSE OF GENERAL | 
NOR. 


On the 3d day = October, four and; twenty 


hours after our arrival at St. George's, I was 


obliged to ſet out for Boſton. I had experienced 
ſuch friendly entertainment from General Knox 
and his family, that it was with real concern I left 
them. They did not treat me as a ſtranger, but 
with the kind and eaſy attentions which are paid 

to one who is at once a relation and a friend. 
Mrs. Knox is a lady, of whom you conceive ſtill 
a higher opinion, the longer you are acquainted 


with her. Sceing her at Philadelphia, * think | 


O2 of 
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. her but as a ſGrvrinaite player at + wh At 
her own houſe in the country, you diſedweg her 


to poſſeſs wit, intelligence, a good heart, an ex- 
cellent underſtanding. In the country, Miſs 
Knox lays aſide her exceſſive timidity, and you 


admire alike her beauty, wit, and cheerfulneſs. 


As for Mrs. Flunker, you find her intereſting at a 


firſt acquaintance, and no leſs ſo upon a longer 


familiarity. I ſay nothing of the General. I have 


already faid he is one of the worthieſt men ] have 
| known; cheerful; agreeable, valuable equally as 


an excellent friend and an engaging companion: 
With a heart warmly grateful for ſo much kind- 


neſs, I took my leave of this worthy family ; 


and gratitude is the moſt pleaſing feeling of which 


my preſent ſituation leaves me capable. The 
whole family ſaw me depart, with the ſame kind 
concern, as if I had been a near relation; and per- 


haps nothing could be more intereſtingly aftect- 


ing than this ſcene. 


From St. George's to Warren the ſetthers are 
not numerous. This diſtrict extends to Thomas- 


town; where the General reſides. About twenty 
_ hos ſtand at the] lace, beyond which the tide 
P * 


ceaſes to riſe. There are two or three ſawing- 


| mills, corn-mills, and waulk-mills, two or three 


ſhops, and two or three ſmall merchants. The 


river there ceaſes to be navigable, on account of 
| EW a num 
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a' number of: rocks that riſe in the midſt 4 its 

channel. A canal is to be cut here, with the 

General's permiſſion, by which the river will be 

made navigable for ſixty or ſeventy miles farther 8 
than at preſent. It may be cut without any very 
conſiderable difficulty, and will prove of the 
Ercateſt advantage to the General and his poſ- 
terity. The foil is moderately good, but its cul- 
tivation is neglected. The back-parts I have not 
ſcen; but all the ſettlers. who live contiguous to 
the river, if they can fell their wood, think not, 
any more than the reſt throughout the province 
of Maine, of applying themſelves to the tillage 
of their grounds, and the improvements of huſ- 


bandey. 


* ALDOBOROUGH; BROADBAY; NOBLEBOROUGH7 
NEWCASTLE. | 125 

The next district 18 ; Waldoborough. It WS... 
German ſettlement, formed forty years ago by 
Brigadier-General Waldo. Three years after- 
wards, he brought hither ſome German families, 
and aſſigned to each of them one hundred acres 
of ground, It is in a ſtate of proſperity. The 
families, which were, originally, forty in number, 
have increaſed to two hundred and fifty. Fiſty 
other planters, Iriſh, Engliſh, and Americans, live 
alſo here. But, it is 1 for theſe to under- 
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tand Heimat as this is the language commonly 
| ſpoken throughout the diſtrict: though all the 
German inhabitants read Enzliſh, and have the 
Jaws and the proceedings of their courts of juſtice 
in that language. The German is, however, the 
common language of _ and of familiar inter- | 
courſe, 

Broadbay is emed by an arm of. the fea which 
here advances inland. A ſmall river, the courſe 
of which is for ſome thirty miles, falls into this 
bay. .Like the other rivers of this territory, it 
is not navigable. Trees may be. floated, fingly, 
down the ſtream, but in no other way, from the 
diſtance of ten or twelve miles above. The in- 
terior extremity of the bay lies about ten miles 

inland. Three or four veſſels are annually built 
here. To this place belong eight ſhips, of which 
only three carry three maſts. Theſe are almoſt 
all, either the property of the merchants of Wiſ- 
caſſet and that neighbourhood, or elſe are, at 
leaſt, annually freighted by thoſe merchants, An 
Iriſh merchant, who has reſided for theſe ſeveral 
years in Waldoborough, does buſinefſs: in this way, 
on his own account, and with good fueceſs. A 
cargo of wood can be quickly procured at Waldo- 
borough ; but the price is here ſomewhat higher, 
than in St. George 8 River, or the _ of e 
. nobſcot. | | 
| : The 
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The buildings are ſituated on the declivity of 
the hills; ; on the edges of the bay; and are pretty 


numerous; but are ſmall, and make as ſorry an 
appearance as any I have lately ſeen, The qua- 
lity of the foil is moderately good. From fifteen 
to eighteen buſhels of maize, twenty buſhels of 
| barley, fifteen buſhels of rye, is the ordinary pro- 
| duce from an acre of ground; three hundred 


| buſhels is the uſual encreaſe of potatoes from 


one acre. Each family keeps from fifteen to 
. twenty head of cattle. The fear of the bears 
0 and wolves, which are numerous in theſe parts, 
does not hinder theſe people from driving out 
their cattle to feed in the woods. Though one 
part of the herd ſhould be, to-day, devoured by 
the beaſts of prey; the reſt would, nevertheleſs, 
be driven out, to feed in the woods, to-morrow : 
but ſuch accidents are rare. There is no in- 
ſtance of children having been attacked:, I my- 
ſelf, in my journey of this day, and at the diſ- 
tance of a mile from Waldoborough, ſaw a bear 
of a conſiderable ſize, running acroſs the road. 


I purſued him on horſeback, without leaving the 


road, and he ran away with great ſpeed. _ 
Broadbay is the boundary of Waldo-patent, 

and the centre of Waldoborough. The houſes 

of this laſt place lie ſcattered around the bay, the 


On: = - _ environs. 
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We 


environs of which are much more populous than 
the territory through which I had travelled 
hitherto. I was told, that, ſome miles inland, 
both the ſoil and the huſbandry are better, and | 
the ſettlements more numerous. 

Waldo- patent lies in the county of 1 ; 
whidh contains about thirty thouſand inhabitants, 
The county-courts are held at Hallowell, Pow- 
nalborough and Waldoborough. Thomaſtown, 
where General Knox reſides, lies alſo in the county 
of Lincoln, which, however, does not extend be- 
' yond Beltaſt, "I 

Nobleborough, the next enen is 5 
more populous than the laſt, and exhibits great 
diverſity in the appearance of its houſes, and the 
wealth or poverty of its different inhabitants. 
This diſtrict has likewiſe its Bay of Damaſcobay, 
which extends ten or twelve miles inland. A few 
toiſes from the inmoſt point of this bay, is a lake 
of freſh water, not leſs than fifty miles in the ex- 

tent of its area. Such lakes are frequent through- 
out this part of the country. They; abound in 
fiſh, of which, however, the inhabitants make 
no uſe. The quantity is not ſufficient, to make 
it an object of trade, ito ſalt, ard carry them to 
market; and theſe people are too negligent, to 
fiſh for the ſupply of their own tables. There 


are 
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are ſome ſhips built in Damaſcobay; and of theſe 
the greater part are en by the merchants 


of Wiſcaſſet. 
I) be diſtrict of watts bing Hkwwith a wa ; 


: or rather, is interſected by the river Steepſent, 5 


which runs by Wiſcaſſet. At Newcaſtle, this 
river is acceſſible for ſhips of burthen: it admits 
ſmall veſſels, for ſome miles farther up. There 
are two ſhips at preſent in building at Newcaſtle. 
Lou croſs the river by a ferry, which is conveni- 
ent and ſafe. A bridge is about to be built here; 
and the ferryman is much leſs concerned for the 
probable loſs which it will occaſion to him, of 
his preſent income, than pleaſed, that he is to 
be thus releaſed from that inceſſant watchfulneſs 
and toll of the ferry. OT | 

| The road along which I, this dei travelled; 
was rugged, obſtructed by rocks and roots of 


trees, often miry, paſſing over great inequalities 


of ground. and worſt in the woods, through which 


a grcat part of it led. | Worthy General Knox 


conducted me, eight miles on my journey, and 
directed me to the dwelling of an honeſt Ger- 
man, a ſurgeon, who, in favourable years, gains 
from ſixty to eighty dollars by his practice, and 
who told me, that, for twenty miles round, there 
is no other medical practitioner. This honeſt 
man accompanied me, till I was no longer in 
1 danger 
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danger of wandering from the way ; and elec . 
to receive money for my dinner, which [ ear- 


neſtly offered him. He has fix children, all mar- 
ried, and a ſmall farm of forty acres, which, as 


he told me, 1s not very well cultivated. But, he 


ſays, he has enough, and does not covet riches. 


He, on a former year, remitted three hundred 


dollars. to Philadelphia, to procure a German 
miniſter, to whom he now pays thirty dollars a 


year, beſides his juſt ſhare of the congregational 


contribution. On the whole, this man is an ec- 


_ centric character. 


WISCASSET. 
Mr. Lad, whom I ſaw at the houſe of General - 


Knox, had aſked me to take my lodging at his 
houſe, when I ſhould come to Wiſcaſſet. I did 
ſo. He is a lawyer; and he appeared to me, to 


be one of the beſt employed ones in the whole 
country. He has an elegant houſe; is a very 


worthy man; gave me a kind reception ; and 
expreſſed his concern that his wife, who went 


lately on a viſit to Boſton, was not at home, to 
make my entertainment better. | 


Wiſcaſſet, ſituated on the bay of Penobſcot, is 
the firſt place in the province of Maine, in which 


any conſiderable buſineſs is tranſacted. The mer- 
chants are not very rich, t they are very nu- 


merous; 
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merous; and, as I have already mentioned, ; pro- 
prietors of almoſt all the veſſels which ſail from 
the neighbouring creeks and bays. Some indivi- | 
duals among them poſſeſs to the number of fix hi 
or ſeven ſhips. They hire out for freight, thoſe i 


which are not required for the carriage of their = " 
own traffic; and the preſent ſituation of Europe li; 
affords great ſcope to this carrying-trade of the * 


Americans, which they find to be very profitable, 
though not without its riſks. Mr. Sw AN of Boſ- ll 
ton has hired a great quantity of tonnage, for the _ „ 
purpoſe of exporting corn and flour to France. | 
There belong fifty ſhips to Wiſcaſſet. Ten of J 


theſe fail to Europe, on account of merchants ||| 

living in this place. They export the products of — || 

the country, and bring back, in return, to Boſton, ö ö 
li 


foreign goods, for which there- is no tale 1 in de | 

| province of Maine. | | | 
Wiſcaſſet lies at the diſtance of aa miles 1 
from the ſea ; - and for this reaſon, there live but ö j 


few of ſhip-maſters at this ſmall port. Theſe | 9 
people have their dwellings along the coaſt. They 9 


— bi eros 
——— — 


would loſe half their preſent gains, if they ſettled 

at any diſtance from it. This town is pretty com- 

pact, and conſiſts of about one hundred and fifty 
houſes, ſome of which are very handſome. In 
the year 1789, the whole traffic of this diſtrict 
Was 1 


— — - . - 


„T Ka” ei 


— AA 
— — — 


— _ 
ICS —— 
LEICA 


——̃ — — e—— — 
t — T —— — 
— — — 


204 | TRAVELS THROUGH 


was carried on in thirty-five i hich did 
not carry, in all, above two thouſand and ninety 
tons. In 1795, and not later than the 10th day 
of October, the number of ſhips regiſtered was 
one hundred and two, and their tonnage, nine 
thouſand nine hundred and forty-four tons. 
Theſe facts evince, to what an extraordinary 
pitch, even the ſole buſineſs of ſhip-building is 
capable of ady ancing the trade and opulence of 
the people of theſe parts, The exports amount- 
cad, in the year 1791, to thirty- five thouſand five 
hundred and ſixty-two dollars; in the year 1792, 
to thirty-nine- thouſand two hundred and fifty- 
three dollars; in 1793, to thirty-fix thouſand 8 
| four hundred and eighty- three dollars; in 1794, 
to thirty-two thouſand three hundred and thirty 
dollars; in 1795, to thirty-four thouſand ſix hun- 
dred and fifty-nine dollars. The ſmallneſs of the 
yariations in the amounts of the money-prices of 
the total exports, in theſe ſucceſſive years; while 
the market value of thoſe proviſions of which 
this exportation conſiſts, has been continually 
riſing ; - evinces the truth of What ] affirmed con- 
cerning the ſhips of Wiſcaſſet, as being employed 
_ chiefly in the carrying-trade, and takings in their 
dealer at cher na | 
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— 


' KENNEBECK RIVER, 


*© = 


The road lies along the interior extromity of 


the bay. As it advances towards Bofton, the ap- 


pearance of induſtry and buſineſs encreaſes; the 


houſes become larger and handſomer. Volwick- 
day lies not far from Wiſcaſſet. One or two 
ſmall veſſels have been built in it; ſeveral corn 
and ſawing-mills ſtand upon the ſmall rivers 


which fall into it; and in theſe the upper rocks 
| form a ſort of natural dam to accumulate the 


water for the uſe of the mills. The land be 


tween Kennebeck-nver and Wiſcaſſet, is ſtony, 


„ fertile. It is everywhere inhabited, yet but 
in a moderate ſtate of cultivation. Of ten miles 
journey, by this way, ſcarce a quarter of a mile 


hes through woods. Kennebeck-river 1 is to be 


croſſed by a ferry. The river is here about half 
a mile broad; and the paſſage is ſaid to be ſome- 
times dangerous, though I found it ſafe and eaſy. 
Both the winds and tide were favourable; and, 
in five minutes, I reached the farther ſhore. Both 
the ferryman and his boat are very good. 


Kennebeck is one of the great rivers of the pro- 


vince of Maine. Its ſource is two hundred miles 


diſtant from its mouth, and it waters the fineſt 
_ woodlands in this region. It is navigable to the 


diſtance of fifty miles upward from its mouth ; 
e - I but, 
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but, this navigation 1s greatly obſtructed by rocks 


and ſand-banks. There are ſhips built at Hal- 


lowell, which ſtands at the diſtance of forty miles 


up the river: but, theſe receive their lading at 
Bath, fix miles below the ferry by which I paſſed. 


The wood felled at Hallowell and places conti- 


guous to it, is conveyed down to Bath in ſledges 


or boats, and is, then, received on board the ſhips. 


The entrance into Kennebeck-river is ſo danger- 


- ous, that ſhips ſailing with this deſtination, if in- 


ſured at London, pay a higher premium, than : 
thoſe bound for any other bay, harbour, or river, 


on theſe coaſts; at leaſt I was ſo informed. 


There belong forty ſhips to this river. Theſe 


are, for the greater part, the property of merchants 
who have their counting-houſes in Bath, and 
their dwelling-houſes in either Bath or Hallo- 
vell. The reſt belong to merchants reſident in 
Wiſcaſſet or Portland. The banks of the river 


are inhabited to the diſtance of one hundred and 


thirty miles inland. That tract of land which is 
watered by no other river, is, in one direction, 


occupied to the extent of eighty 01 or one hundred 


miles. 


Hallowell is, as 1 was informed, a town con- 
fiſting of two hundred houſes. Another town of 
the ſame name, and not leſs conſiderable, is ſituate 
two miles higher on the ſame river. They afford, 

both, 
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both, a market for the produce of the lands; 


which is very abun dant; for the ſail is excellent, 
and wheat and other grains are cultivated upon it. 


There 1s alſo a great deal of wood brought down 


Kennebeck River; but the wood contiguous to the 


| ſhores of the river, and adjacent to the plantations 
and dwellings, now. begins, as may naturally be 
ſuppoſed, to be exhauſted. The large wood is 
cut, as J am told, at the diſtance of twenty miles 
above Hallowell. Thoſe who derive their prin- 


cipal means of ſupport from the ſale of this 


article, are wont to wander into the deep woods, 
in the month of November, with their families 
and cattle, often to the diſtance of from forty 


to fixty miles from their ordinary habitations. 


They are previouſſy careful to provide hay in the 
ſummer, by going into theſe woods, mowing the 


graſs, and putting it up in ricks, for the uſe of 
their cattle, when they ſhall return in the winter. 


They now rear huts for themſelves; fell their 
wood; bring it, on fledges, to the river's fide; 


and there reſerve it, till the river is ſo much 


ſwollen by rains as to convey it, eaſily, floating 
down the ſtream. They mark, each his trees 


with a particular mark, before committing them 
to the ſtream, ſo that the property of every dif- 
ferent wood cutter can be diſtinguiſhed at the 


place of chipping, without diſpute or miſtake. 
Unleſs 
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Unleſ the exceſlive ſeverity of the winter drive 
them from the woods, ſooner than they intended, 


they return not until April or May; and they 


then apply themſelves to the cultivation of their 


lands. Bath is the ſeat of a cuſtom-houſe, or a 


port of entry as they call it. Its exports amounted, - 
in the year 1791, to the value of twenty-nine 


- thouſand four hundred and fifty-ſeven dollars; 


in 1792, to thirty-ſeven thouſand and two dol- 


lars; in 1793, to forty- five thouſand three hun- 
dred and fifty- one dollars; in 1794, to twenty- 
three thouſand ſix hundred and forty- four dollars; 
in 1795, to thirty- four thouſand fix hundred and 


fifty-nine dollars. 
In the diſtrict of Brunfwick, which Pordei An 


N that of Bath, the ſoil is, in general, poor, and 
almoſt everywhere a dry ſand. It affords no 
trees, but the white fir, the white birch, and the 


filver fir, none of which is of any very conſider- 


able growth. It is but very imperfectly cleared 


and cultivated. Few habitations are to be ſeen. 
On the road, I found only two or three ſmall vil- 


| lages, or rather hamlets. The firſt of them, at 


which I dined, conſiſts of thirty or forty houſes. 
Of theſe, ſome are pretty neat. The people who 
live at ſuch a diſtance from the ſea-coaſt, have 
no employments but thoſe of huſbandry, and 
ſome occaſional hunting. The land uſually yields, 
an 
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an acre, twenty fiye buſhels of maize, one hun- 
dred and fifty buſhels of potatoes, eighteen buſhels 
of rye. The culture which it receives, is but 
little. There is a little wheat, and ſome de 
likewiſe raiſed here. „ 

The vicinity of the ſea, and FA ich, ates 
which ſailors have; for ſome time, been wont ta 
receive, produces, among the young people, a very. 
general preference for a ſea-faring life. Labourers 


in agriculture are, conſequently, more | difficult to 


be procured, and demand higher, wages; - they ex- 


: pect ten or eleven dollars a month. The men- = 


dows yield a good deal of hay. This! is an article 


of primary neceſſity; for the cattle muſt be kept, 


for ſix or ſeven months of the year, in the ſtalls; = 


and during this time, hay 1s their only forage. 
Each cow or bullock conſumes nearly ſix. thou- 


ſand pounds of hay, and | venta q or cighty buſhels 


of maize. 


; 3 95 


The other village in Deva wick, wha I paſſed 
- through, lies five miles farther. |, The thirty or 


forty families which live here together, at the 
mouth of the Amareſkoghin, are uſually employ- 


ed in ſhip-building, and ſome little traffic. Three 
' ſhips have been lately built here; and other ten 


belong, alſo, to this ſmall town. But, almoſt all 


the veſſels built in theſe creeks, are the property 


of merchants who reſide i in the more conſiderable 
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eg towns. Moſt of the houſes of this 


| ſmall place, ſtand on the ſhore of the bay of Caſco. 
This bay, of which one arm is of great extent, 
advances, here, thirty miles inland. Ships built 
in Brunſwick, or belonging to it, take in their 
{adings at Brick Iſlands, ten miles farther down 
the bay. The bay of Caſco again attracts the 


traveller's notice near Trueport, a neighbouring 
townſhip, in which the ſhip-building buſineſs 1s 


not carried on to greater extent than here, and 
of which the land is as dry and ſandy as that of 
| Brunſwick, in thoſe places where the two town- 
ſhips are conterminous, but becomes better at a 
nn may _—_ that border. 


NORTH YARMOUTH. 


North Yarmouth has the appearance of a ſmall 
town. A number of houſes, and of labourers of 


all forts, are here aſſembled upon one ſpot. It lies 


on a ſmall creek of the bay of Caſco, where it 


receives the waters of Royal River; a ſtream of _ 


which the courſe is only fifty-eight miles from 
its head to the ſea, and which is navigable only 


by ſmall boats. This little ſpot of earth is the 
ſcene of a great deal of buſineſs. Three ſhips, 


of which one was of one. hundred and fifty tons 


burthen, were lately built here ; not to reckon two 
others, which were begun in the preſent year, 
„„ "ar; 
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and are already in the water. Here are mills of 5 


different kinds. The land i is omewhat better cu - 
tivated, in this neighbourhood. The Tea 13 too 


far diſtant, to draw the people away from agri- 5 


culture, to the fiſhery. The houſes are of better 
- ſtructure than elſewhere, in that part of this dif 
trict, through which the highway leads. Pot- 
aſhes are now becoming an article of trade. 
Some few merchants have their dwellings in 
North Yarmouth. Three or four agree to build 


a. ſhip jointly, and trade with it: the captain' adds 


his ſhare : a cargo 1s ſhipped on board it, for the 
common account of the company: a voyage i 
then made, perhaps to the Antilles, or to Europe: 
and by the return of the veſſel, a foreign cargo is 


imported to Boſton. It is not, however, com- 


mon for ſhips to ſail for Europe, or the Antilles, 


from this port. For the moſt part, theſe veſſels 


are employed in carrying wood to Boſton or New 
Vork; though the price of wood be higher here 
than in the places before mentioned, and amount 
even to ten or twelve ſhillings a cord. The ſet- 
tlements extend about ſeventy miles backward 
from North Yarmouth, into the interior country. 
" 
"yy PORTLAND. 


I came, on n Sunday, to Portland ; and was ſur⸗ 


priſed to find the inns ſo decent and well kept, in 
| Wn @ part, 
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A part. of the country ſo remote, and fo rarely 


viſited by travellers. The inn at North Yar- 
mouth is ſmall, yet good; and ſew hoſteſſes in 
France, are ſo attentive as Mrs. COA. Between 
North Yarmouth and Portland, the land is mo- 
derately fertile, and at the ſame time conſiderably 
populous. The many ſmall wooden houſes to be 
ſeen, being conſtructed, in no very ſtrong nor 
elegant manner, of logs or deals, do not indicate, 
by their exterior appearance, either wealth or 
cleanlineſs. An European traveller is, therefore, 
not a little ſurpriſed to ſec a number of elegant 
women come out of theſe huts, all wearing 
faſhionable hats and head- dreſſes with feathers, 
handſome cloaks, and the reſt of their dreſs ſuit- 
able to this. Such is the ſhow which theſe fe- 


males make, every Sunday morning, when the 


. weather is ſufficiently fair to encourage them to 


go to church. The men go cqually fine. But 
thoſe females who are prevented from going 


abroad 1 in the morning, by their cookery, the 


waſhing of their kitchcn-diſhes, the milking of 


the cows, or the feeding of the ſwine, attend the 


church only in the afternoon, and come leſs ſoli- 
citoufly dreſſed ont in their finery. They are 
almoſt all tall and. good-looking ; ſome of them, 
are even very handſome. 
Portland i is ſeated « on a peninſula, winch juts 
| _ out 
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out into the bay. To reach. it by the way of 
that iſthmus which connects the peninſula with 
the land, you are obliged, in coming from North 
Yarmouth, to £0 more than three miles about, | 
But, a bridge is now in building acroſs that arm 
of the bay, which gives occaſion for the preſent! 
_circuitous approach to the town. The bridge is 
built by ſubſcription, and is half finiſhed. When | 
it ſhall be completed, and ſhall be found to have 
ſufficient ſtrength to endure the ordinary currents 
of the tide, its periodical overflowings, and the 
winds which often rage here with tremendous 5 
fury; it will then prove exccedingly uſeful. At 
preſent, I ſhould doubt, whether ſufficient ſolidity 
can be given to a bridge in this ſituation. Dp 

This town of Portland may be reckoned hand- 
ſome. That part of it which is called the New . 
Town, really conſiſts of houſes of a very good ap- 
pearance. The Old Town, which was burnt by 
the Engliſh, in the war that ended in the freedom. 
of America, is compoſed of mean houſes, the ha- 
bitations of the poorer people. The quays are 
few; and under them, ſhips receiving or diſ- 
charging their ladings, can he with ſafety ; ad- 
5 joining are ſpacious ſtore- houſes for the reception 
of goods. The road is good and ſafe. This. road 
makes a part of Caſco Bay, a branch of which 
extends from Brunſwick as far as Portland ; and 
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in any w of this branch, — 5 of any ea 
may find good anchorage. The great inconve- 
nience of this bay is, that it is acceflible at ſix or 


ſeven different places, ſo that, in caſe of a war, 
ſhips lying in it, could not well eſcape being ſur- 
priſed by: an enemy from onc entrance or another. 
That opening into the bay, to which Portland is 


contiguous, is more than two miles wide. Of 


conſequence, guns diſcharged from the two op- 


poſite ſides, could not project their ſhots ſo far, 
as to make them croſs each other; and the exe- 
cution which could be done from forts would not 
be ſufficient to guard the entrance. 

They are at preſent, conſtructing, on, the lite ; 
of an old earthen breaſt-work, a. fortification 


which they expect to command the town, and 
to render it, at leaſt, ſecure from the invaſion 
of an enemy. This new fortification ſtands at 


the extreme point of the peninſula on which 


Portland is ſituate, and conſiſts of a battery of fif- 
teen or twenty heavy cannon of large calibre, 


commanding that wide entrance of the bay which _ 
was above mentioned. This battery is. to have, 
by means of a covered way, a communication 
with a ſmall fort at the diſtance of four or five 
hundred toiſes, which it has alſo been thought 
neceſſary to erect on the higheſt part of this 
ifthrows, | The fort is ſufficient to hold two hun- 
Ti. e 
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dred men. If Portland were 2 place of greater 
ſtrength, inacceſſible without very conſiderable 
difficulty, and if there were a ſtrong garriſon 
always ready for its defence this fortreſs, or a 
more conſiderable citadel, in its ſituation, and 

communicating with. the town, might then be 

of great importance. But, ſince the natural ſitua- 
tion of the town is fo little capable of defence, 
works like theſe can never become ſerviceable 
in any due proportion to the trouble and ex- 
pence. Portland is, however, a place which an 


enemy can never have an intereſt to keep poſſeſ- 


fion of. If ſeized by an enemy, it would only be 
ſet on- fire, and then abandoned. Two or three 
ſhips crews would be equal to the enterpriſe. 
When the garriſon are unable to maintain the 
batteries, they muſt then retire into the fort; and 
there, what more can they do, except procure 
for themſelves the honours of a capitulation ? 1 
cannot, therefore, ſee any uſe in theſe fortifica- 
tions. In 1770, an Engliſh frigate burnt three- 
fourths of Falmouth; of which Portland was a 
part. In 1786, the ſtate of Maſſachuſetts united 
the other remaining parts of Falmouth with Port- | 
land, giving to the whole” the common name of 

of Portland. * x 
The trade of Portland is carried on in FRY 

a of yarious butthen, all belonging to the 
T4 town. 
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three hundred and ninety in the coaſting - trade 


and 
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town. Many of them ſail to Europe, Sigh 
_ oftener to the Antilles. About twenty are en- 


gaged in the fiſhery of cod, which are taken 
among the iſlands at the mouth of the bay. 
The merchants' in Portland are numerous ; but 


none among them poſſeſs great capitals. As 


Portland, and the parts adjacent, are not equal 
to the conſumption of the cargoes which the ſhips 


import in return for the exports; theſe are ge- 
nerally carried to Boſton, which is the principal 
[mart for foreign commodities. The want of 


money occaſions a greater proportion of them. to 
be ſent to the capital, than is for the advantage 
of this place: and hence, while the ſtore-houſes 
of Portland are neglected, the goods, which might 


be here bought and ſold at a more reaſonable rate, 
are bought by the people of this neighbourhood, 


at an exorbitant price, in Boſton. 


In 1785, the tonnage of the united hip 


| = Falmouth and Portland amounted to five thou- 


ſand three hundred and forty- one tons in the 


, foreign trade ; ſixteen hundred and twenty-eight 
in the finery and the coaſting-trade ; in all, fix 


thouſand nine hundred and ſixty-nine tons. In 
October 1795, the tonnage of the ſhips, regiſter- 
ed for that year, was eight thouſand four hundred 
and eight tons in the foreign trade, five thouſand 
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and fiſhery ; ft all, thirteen thouſand ſeven hun- 
dred and ninety- eight tons. The value of the 
exports from Portland, was, in 1791, ſeventy- 
four thouſand eight hundred and four dollars; : 
in 1792, one hundred and five thouſand one 
hundred and ninety- two dollars; 1793, one hun- 
dred and forty-fix thouſand nine hundred and 
twenty-one dollars; 1794, one hundred and fif- 

teen thouſand ſix hundred and twelve dollars; | 
1795, onc hundred and ſixty-five thoufand ſix 
hundred and eighty-two dollars. 

There is, as yet no regular market for provi- 
ons in Portland. This ſmall, though handſome, 
town conſiſts of about three hundred houſes, 
which may contain two thouſand three hundred 
ſouls. The Preſbyterians have here two churches; 
the Epiſcopalians one. Schools have alſo been 
_ eſtabliſhed here, w hich arc ſaid to be pretty good. 
Lots of ground, tor building in the town, are at 
a price which may be reckoned high; and land, 
within a mile of the town, coſts twenty. dollars 
an acre. Portland 1s the principal town in the 
county of Cumberland, which contains about 
twenty-four thouſand inhabitants. | 


BIDDEFORD.—MR. "THATCHER. 


The nearer you approach to Boſton, ſo much 
the more does thegyghole country appear to aſſume 


an 
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an air of buſineſs and induftry. Not a creek but 
ſhips are in building, in it; not a river's mouth 
ſo ſmall, but merchant companies are there in 
Poſſeſſion of ſhips, which they either hire out or 
lade on their own account: No fituation where 
à mill could ſtand, on which there has not been 
a mill erected. Falmouth, Pepperborough, Saga, 
Biddeford, Kennebeck, Berwick, carry on a trade 
far ſuperior to that of the ſmall towns through 
which I had paſſed on my way hither. The land 
is, however, neglected; but the ſoil is worſt 1 In 
the immediate vicinity of the ſea. 

In Portland I lodged at the houſe of Mr. 
Dab a young lawyer, whom, as well as 
Mr. LEE, I had ſeen at the houſe of General 
Knox, by whom he is much eſtcemed, on ac- 
count of his agreeable manners, integrity, and 
ſxill in his profeſſion. At Biddeford, I ſtopped 
to dine at the houſe of Mr. Tnarcuzk, an- 
other lawyer, whom I had ſeen at the court- 
houſe in Penobſcot. Mr. Thatcher is, likewiſe, 
a member of the Congreſs. He lives at the diſ- 
tance of two miles from the town, in a ſmall and 
mean houſe, which would be diſdained by the 
pettieſt avocat in all France. Oppoſite to his 
houſe, on the other fide of the highway, is an- 
other hut, not more than twelve feet ſquare, very 
ſlightly conſtructed of boards, careleſsly fixed at 

cy -- the 
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i th foundation, and hanging over a dedlivity. of 

the road, which is his conſultation- room, his 
chamber for buſineſs, and his library. He has 
about two thouſand volumes, books of law, hiſ- 
torx, morality, and general literature. He adds 
to it all new American publications, and procures 
from England every other new work, which he 
underſtands to be valuable, and cannot find in 
America. He reads a great deal, and is a man 
of extenſive knowledge. There is a pleaſing; caſt 
of originality in his converſation and in his whole 
| behaviour : But his notions. are excentric, and 
often falſe. He is ſingular, in his exterior appear- 
ance, ſtiff and fantaſtic in his principles, but 
liberal- minded, hoſpitable, courteous, and kind. 
He cultivates a ſmall piece of land, and lives 
with his numerous family in a hut in which they 
have ſcarce, all, room to breathe. His doors are 

never ſhut; even his ſtudy is always open; yet 
nothing is ever ſtolen. from him. Theſe ſimple, 
unſuſpicious manners, have procured him the 
eſteem of his neighbours, as being an: honeſt law- 
yer. He is, in political principles, a federaliſt, 
but unconnected with the intrigues of that party; 
and, in the Congreſs, he endeavours always to 
give his vote to rectitude, not to party. He is not 
rich: yet has more than would be ſufficient to 
make him live more degantly, than he does at 

preſent, 


I 
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preſent, if his humour would permit. His land 
is fertile. It has been two years in cultivation. 
He gives it no manure; yet it yields, an acre, 
fifty buſhels of maize, or forty buſhels of barley, 
and two hundred buſhels of potatoes. The mea- 
dows, which are not in a very good ſtate of pre- 
ſervation and culture, yield, from cach, ſix thou- 
ſand pounds of hay. His ploughs and harrows 
are of the ſame indifferent make as thoſe through- 
out the reſt of the country, Mr. Thatcher com- 
plains, that little progreſs 1 is made in the inſtitu- 
tion of good ſchools in this country. When theſe 
ſhall be ſufficiently numerous, he expects that 
every improvement will advance with aſtoniſn- 
ing rapidity. - 
Biddeford belongs to the ſame commercial 
_ diſtrict with Pepperborough. The value of the 
exports was, in the year 1791, twenty-f1x thou- 
ſand fix hundred and forty-tour dollars; in 1792, 
thirty-ſeven thouſand four hundred and forty-ſix 
dollars; in 1793, thirty-nine thouſand and four- 
tcen dollars; in 1794, fitty thouſand four hun- 
dred and fourteen dollars; in 1795, forty- ſeven 
thouſand ſix hundred and forty-three dollars. 
The River Saga, on which Biddeford lies, is 
3 navigable above the bridge, but has in its courſe 
many rapid falls, by which a number of mills 
are wrought, and. which preſent a diverſity of 
1 82 pictureſque 
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pictureſque 5 intereſting views to the traveller. 
The way leads acroſs ſome rivers, which, till We 
reach Berwick, are not very intereſting. At Ber- 


1 wick, the River Salmons-fall i 18 of. conſiderable 


* & BE. ; 


1 


breadth; and! its channel! 18 rendered much broader 
and deeper 7 che influx of the tide. 


BRC K. 


7 * 
x" * 


15 9 in N diſtrict, which 5 very exten- 
five, on Tueſday. That part in which (to adopt 
; the language of the country) buſineſs 1 is carried 
on, in other words, through which the river runs, 
lies ſeven miles from the place where I took up 
my abode, and yet theſe are not the two remoteſt 
points. The town conſiſts of about forty houſes. 
Which adjoin to one another : a great number of 

detached houſes ſkirt the road ide, which 1 am 
told is the caſe throughout the whole diſtrict. 
The country, as far as I had an opportunity of 
viewing it, appears to be in a better ſtate than 
that through which 1 pafled before, although the 
ſoil is very ſhallow and ſtony. The cultivation 
of maize, with that of gourds in the intermediate 
ſpace, conſtitute the chief objects of agriculture, | 

Rye and wheat are raiſed in the more diſtant 

parts. Mr. Ro GER, a Quaker, keeps a very ex- 
cellent inn at Berwick. The gueſts who frequent 
his houſe are not promiſcuouſly mixed together ; 


cach 
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each different company has its ſeparate fitting, 
5 eating, and ſleeping rooms; every thing bears the 
appearance of the utmoſt cleanlineſs, care, and 
attention ; the ſeryants are numerous, and are 
| employed both upon the extenſive farm and the 
buſineſs of the inn; the landlord and his wife are 
perſons of good ſenſe, and very obliging in their 
manners; in ſhort, this inn was a kind of phæno- 
menon of which I never yet ſaw the counterpart. 
Mr. Roger does not eat at the fame table with 
his ſervants, and his wife never goes into the 
kitchen, except to give inſtructions, without, 
however, doing any part of the work herſelf. 
They both preſerve a proper authority over, their 
ſervants, and theſe entertain a degree of reſpect 
for them, of which I never met with a Parallel 
inſtance ſince I left Europe. 
The county of Vork, in which B * = 

contains no more than four thouſand inhabitants, 
and yet is conſidered, in proportion to its ſize, as 
the moſt populous, being the ſmalleſt in the 
whole province of Maine. Berwick is the laſt 
townſhip in it. The entire tract of country from 
Portland is in the moſt flouriſhing ſtate, and yet 
the ſoil, in the general opinion, is not accounted 5 
ſo good as that in the vicinity of Penobſcot. But 

then this diſtrict has been longer cultivated and 
inhabited than any other part of the province. 
= Ic, 
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1 n the troubles, which there is but | 

too much reaſon to dread, do not retard the pro- 
egreſs of cultivation in this country, its improve- 
7 ment will be rapid and very great. The more 
I reflect upon this ſubject, I am convinced of the 
importance to the proſperity of this particular 
colony, that perſons of opulence, and thoſe who 
poſſeſs a practical knowledge of agriculture ſhould 
ſettle in it. A country ſo wretchedly and miſer- 
ably cultivated, and the climate of which ren- 
ders it neceflary to houſe cattle in ſtalls fix 

months in the year, ſtands in need of very great 
care and attention on the part of the coloniſt, 

and ought, by cultivation, to be made productive 
enough to . ield the ſupply of forage : for the win- 
ter, which is neceſſary to a numerous breed of 
cattle. The foil, therefore, muſt be well pre- 


pared, the labour maturely digeſted, and the 7 


planters muſt poſſeſs an adequate capital to carry 
their plans into exccution. It is by theſe means 
alone that the diſadyantage of the climate can 
be oby ated ; for climate alone is never the cauſe 
of great injury to the farmers; and thoſe of the 
ſettlers who now poſſeſs little knowledge of agri- 

culture, would profit from the example of the 


more expenenced, and opulent. 
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SES 


' GENERAL REMARKS ON THE PROVINCE or 
MAINE. 


- Yeeviouty to taking my laſt farewell of Maine, 


I ſhall offer a few remarks on its hiſtory, and its 
preſent ſtate. | 


Some attempts to ſettle a colony i in this place, 


in the vicinity of Newcaſtle, were made by the 

Dutch in 1625, and even at the early period of 
1607, but without effect. In 1635, a Spaniard, 

of the name of FERDINAND GEORGES, Was pre- 

| ſented, by the Council of the Plymouth Society, 


with a large tract of country between the Rivers 


1 Pucataqua and Kennebeck. This was ſhortly after 


augmented by the Engliſh Government, which 


extended the limits of Georges's juriſdiction to a 


greater compaſs than it had hitherto done in the 
caſe of any individual. Georges formed a kind 
of democratical government, which continued till 
his death, when this colony voluntarily ſubmitted 


itſelf to the dominion of Maſlachuſetts. In 1691, 
under the reign of William and Mary, the whole 


of this diſtrict to Nova Scotia was incorporated 


with Maſſachuſetts; the territories, which were 


then compriſed under the names of Maine and 
Sagadahock, did not extend to a greater diſtance 
than one hundred and twenty miles from the ſea. 
The more remote parts were reſerved to the 
„„ Crown. 
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crown. The American revolution has annexed 
the whole to the Maſſachuſetts. From the re- 
port of the committee appointed to deliver in a 


ſtatement of the ſale of lands ſince the revolu- 1 


tion, as well as of thoſe which ſtill remain to be 
diſpoſed of, it appears, that ſeven millions four 
hundred thouſand acres have been already ſold; 


that one million, which have been allotted, Kill 0 


remain to be purchaſed ; and that, on an average, 
there are ſeven millions of acres which have not 
been meaſured, excluſively of a number of iſlands. 
Beſides theſe lands, which are the property of the 
State, upwards of three hundred and fifty-ſix 
thouſand acres have been given to the ſchools 
and public inſtitutions. 

The population of the province of Maine is 
computed to exceed, at preſent, one hundred 
thouſand inhabitants. According to Morſe, this 
province contains forty thouſand ſquare miles or 
twenty-four millions ſix hundred thouſand acres, 
which gives but a very ſmall population of not 
more than two and a half inhabitants to each 

ſquare mile ; in all probability the great quantity 
of land, which is veſted in the hands of the ſpe- | 
. culators in the town, is a great drawback upon 
the increaſe of population. The beſt part of the 
province lies between the rivers Kennebec and 
Penobſcot, particularly in the diſtrict at the diſ- 
tance of ten or twelve miles from the ſea. 
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226 TRAVELS THROUGH 
NEW HAMPSHIRE. _DOVER. 


On leaving the province of Maine, the traveller 


paſſes through Dover into New Hampſhire. The 
greater. part of the houſes in this very populous 
diſtrict, are ſituated on the River Cocheco, which 
empties itſelf a little below the town into the 


Piſcataqua. Dover borders on a ſmall ridge of 
mountains, extending between the Piſcataqua and 
the River Back, which command a proſpect of a 
great number of rivers, bays, cultivated and in- 


habited promontories, terminating at a conſider- 
able diſtance in the mountains of New Hamp- 


ſhire. This proſpect is beautiful and grand; a 
fort erected on this ſpot would very advantage- 
ouſly protect the entrance into the country. It 
is currently aſſerted, that the original inhabitants, 
who came hither in 1630, eſtabliſhed themſelves | 


on this eminence ; but that commercial conveni- 


ence induced them gradually to preter their pre- 
ſent reſidence at Dover to this charming ſpot. 


Dover 1s the capital of the county of Waterford, 


which contains twenty-four thouſand inhabitants; . 
Dover! is reckoned to hold two thouſand. There 

are two roads from Dover to Portſmouth; the 
one five miles ſhorter than the other, and bor- 


dering on the ſea-coaſt. Thoſe who travel this 


way croſs the river in a ferry-boat. The other 


road runs further up 1 into the country, and paſſes 


Over 
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— 


over a blidge acroſs the Piſcataqua, which was 


completed only laſt year, and is, e ae 
the fineſt in all America. 


This bridge is built of wood, in the ſorm of 


an angle, the two ſides meeting together on an 


illand in the centre, and it is two thouſand two 


hundred and ninety- one feet in length. Not- 


withſtanding its extent, it has nothing remark- 


able, excepting this great length, and a width of 
five hundred feet. It reſts upon piles, but one 
part of it, near the iſland in the centre, has an 
arch two hundred and forty- four feet nine inches 
in width, the pillars of which on the ſides do not 
ſtand on the ground, but are ſupported entirely 
by a ſcaffolding of wood. This arch, which gains 
great ſtrength and Kability from its pillars and 
ſupports, 5 at its higheſt point one hundred 
feet above the bed of the river, and fifty feet above 
the ordinary water- mark. The bridge, beſides 
the balluſtrade on each ſide, which encloſe as 
well this as the other parts of it, is interſected in 
the middle by palliſadoes, which run parallel 
Vith the balluſtrade, and add conſiderably to the 
ſtrength of the arch, which riſes ten feet above 
the level of the bridge, and of courſe renders the 
. declivity on each ſide pretty ſteep. The bridge 
- is unqueſtionably fine, but even the little archi- 
knowledge which I 1 poſſeſs convinces me, 
1 | that 
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that the engineers in France would be able to 
improve upon and beautify it, without any detri- 
ment to its ſtability. The reaſon for conſtruct- 


ing this high arch is, to give the ſmall veſſels, 


| which are built on the river, or which navigate 


it, the means of ſailing through it, for which pur- 


| poſe it opens likewiſe in two > other places. 


PORTSMO UTH. 


| {Portalobith i is ; ſituated about five miles 3 
this bridge, 1 in a kind of bay, formed by the Piſ- 
cataqua before it diſembogues itſelf into the 
ocean. On the arms of the bay, or on the rivers 
which fall into it, lie Dover, Exeter, and Der- 


ham, little towns in New Hampſhire, in which a 


few ſhips are built, and ſome trade carried on. 


Portſmouth is, however, the only harbour in New 
Hampſhire ; this province, on the fide of the ſea, 


has not a greater extent than from fifteen to 


twenty miles. The harbour is remarkable for its 
ſafe anchorage, and its great depth of water. The 
nature of its entrance, 1 makes it neceſſary 


for all veſſels to fail into it through a very narrow 
_ channel, renders its defence very eaſy. 


The commerce of Portſmouth has experienced 
very little increaſe ſince the American revolution; 
on the contrary it has viſibly fallen off within 
theſe laſt five or ſix Years, The very conſiderable 
number 
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number of ſhips it formerly poſſeſſed have been 
ſold to other ports, and more than half of thoſe, 


_ which are annually built here, have the ſame 
deſtination“. 


The trade in ſhips conſtitutes one 
of the principal branches of the commerce of 


Portſmouth, which is univerſally acknowledged' 
to excel in the art of ſhip-building. - Prior to the 
American war, many veſlels were built here for 


England. Independently of the demand from the 
latter quarter being mopped, wood is now be- 
come much ſcarcer and dearer in Portſmouth, 


and the price of ſhipping is of courſe conſiderably 


advanced. Wood fetches now twenty dollars per 
ton from the timber merchants, and fifty- five 


dollars per ton when worked up into veſſels. 
- Notwithſtanding, however, this incontrover- 


tible decreaſe of the trade of Portimouth, the 
value of ground in the town is moſt extrava- 
gantly high. A lot of ground, forty feet in 
breadth, and eighty-four in depth (with a ſmall 
_ quay), was lately fold for the tum of ſeventeen 
2, thouſand ſeven hundred and ſeventy- ſcven dol- 


lars. In the vicinity of the town, land fetches; 


according to the nature of the ſoil, from thirty- 
three to e dollars per acre. 


be circumja⸗ 


* Fe dor a more circumſtantial e of the trade, the 


| tonnage and exports from Portſmouth, the reader is referred 


to the Pu of the Journey of 1798. 
Q 3 > cent 
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cent N of Portſmouth is very fine; the 


eſtates well parcelled out into meadows, although - 


the land, which is the moſt appropriated to. this 
uſe, is often encumbered with large rocks. In 


the remote parts, which, with the exception of a 


few diſtricts, are ſaid to be very populous, land 
fetches from two to three dollars per acre, and 


am told it is very excellent. An inhabitant of 
Portſmouth, whole eſtate lies about one hundred 
and fifty miles from that town, aſſured me, that 


it produced, the firſt year of its being cultivated, 
forty, and the ſucceeding year thirty buſhels of 
wheat per acre. But as this perſon has a large 


quantity of land to diſpoſe of, it may perhaps be - 
no no more than prudent to receive his aſſertions 


with caution. Wheat coſts, in this diſtant coun- | 
try, from five to fix ſhillings per buſhel. In 


Hampſhire, as well as in New England, the dol- 


lar is valued at fix ſhillings. - 


The common pay of labourers in New Hamp- 
ſhire is from fix to eight dollars a week, and they 
are procured without much difficulty. The price 
of cattle is the ſame as in that part of the pro- 
vince of Maine, which borders on this country. 
Proviſions are very plentiful in Portſmouth, and 


are fold in a market, which is extremely well 
furniſhed. F ire-wood ſells from five to fix dol- 
lars per cord. 


In 
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In the province only one paper is publiſhed 
twice a week, and that in Portland. It has a 


pretty extenſive ſale, and is read with avidity, In 
New Hampſhire a great variety of newſpapers are 


printed. Portſmouth has three, Dover two, and 
Dartmouth, on the river Connecticut, where the 


college is eſtabliſhed, has one. 


In Portſmouth every man is a politician, anda 
very warm one too. The majority are evidently. 


averſe to the treaty with England. The advo- 


cates for that meaſure, aſcribe this hoſtile ſpirit 


to Mr. LaxnGpoN, one of the ten ſenators, who 


voted againſt its ratification. I cannot take upon 
myſelf to determine the extent of this gentle- 
man's influence, and whether he has any control 

in this reſpect over the public opinion, as to his 


political tranſactions; but it is very natural to 
_ conclude, that the number of arguments, which 
have been advanced againſt it, muſt have made a 
ſtrong impreſſion upon thoſe, who have no inte- 
reſt in the meaſure. The people of America are, 
in this point, exactly in the ſame predicament as 


the inhabitants of France ſince the revolution, 


and as the Engliſh are, ſince they have become 
_ apprehenſive of its conſequences. They conſider 
each other, whenever they diſagree in politics, as 


„ or raſcals; ; or as ariſtocrats, or raſcals. 
Q3 , Thoſe 
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Thoſe who + not admire the wenty: with Eng- 


land are looked upon by the one party as guil- 
botin: Nie, whilſt the oppoſers of the treaty, on the 
other hand, decry every man as an enemy of pub- 


cc liberty, and as a penſioner to England, who 


does not execrate the meaſure, and vote for the 


hanging of Jay, who concluded it. This violence 


of opinion, theſe political extremes, are to be met 


with in a greater or leſs degrec in all cities. The 
country people, of all ranks, are very quiet, and 


wiſh for peace, and the due obſervance of the 


laws and good order for the ſecurity of their har- 


veſts. The major part of the inhabitants do not 
beſtow a moment's thought upon the treaty ; 
and even among thoſe who do take it into conſi- 
deration, there are many, who, at the ſame time 
that they avow © their diſlike to the meaſure ; 


* that they place no confidence in the Engliſh,” 


&e. never fail to add— but if we had not _ 


cr fied the ſaid treaty, we mult, by all accounts, | 
* have been plunged into a war with England, 


and, therefore, it is well the treaty took place.” 


Still oftener do we hear: Our aged father, the 


Preſident, underſtands this matter © much better 


than ourſelves; we will, Sion; leave it en- 


44 « tirely to his management ; wy will not ſuffer 


* himſelf to be impoſed upon.” It muſt, how- | 
„„ 1 _— ++ 
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ever, be acknowledged, that the character of the 
Preſident, which till very lately has never been 
attacked, is at preſent ___ to much, animad- 
verſion. | 
MR. LANGDON. | 
l paſſed two days with this ſenator, who warmly | 
oppoſed the treaty with England. He gave me 
an invitation, whilſt I was in Philadelphia. He 
is a man of the firſt importance in Portſmouth. 
He was originally mate of a merchant.ſhip, after- 
_ wards captain, and then merchant. He has ac- 
quired a very large fortune, in addition to his pa- 
ternal inheritances. He is allowed to poſſeſs great 
knowledge of ſhip-building, in which he has ſpe- 
culated deeply. It was he who built the, ſhip, 
which the United States of America preſented to 
France. At preſent he has bade a farewel to 
trade, and inveſted all his property in land. Dur- 
ing the revolution, he was a friend to Hamilton, 
Jay, and Madiſon ; and in the debates, which 
took place on the ſubject of the new conſtitution, 
he went over, on the ſeparation of the two parties, 
to the oppoſition." Be his political character, how- 
ever, what it may, it is impoſſible for any man 
to diſplay a greater attachment to his country, or 
better principles. He 1s extremely triendly, af- 
2 fable, and unaffected, and received me in the 
kindeſt 5 
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kindeſt manner, as a ſtranger ought to be receiv- 
ed, without unneceſſary form and ceremony. He 
1s reputed to be very rich, and his ſtile of living 
proves it. He has been married twenty years, 


_ ang his lady appears {till as beautiful and ſprightly, 


as if ſhe were only eighteen years of age. His 
daughter, Miſs ELIZA, 18 mn, amiable | 


and pleaſing. 


General Knox had given me a letter of recom- 


| mendation to Mr. SchEET, a merchant 1 in the 


town. The known ditterence of their political 
opinions did not prevent Mr. Langdon from in- 


troducing me to that gentleman, with whom he 
afterwards breakfaſted in my company. Mr. 


Scheef carries on more buſineſs than almoſt any 
merchant in Portſmouth ; he was ſo deeply en- 
gaged, that I could only have his company for a 
few minutes. 

There are a number of at. in Portſ- 


| mouth, and, among the reſt, a Quaker's meeting. 
Very tew members of this ſect reſide in the town; 


they are almoſt all farmers in the circumjacent 
country, and, like all Quakers and farmers, honeſt, 


ſimple, and well behaved. 


The continued rain occaſioned my remaining | 
in Portſmouth a day longer than I originally in- 


tended. AR 1 I uy the night, 


belongs 
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belongs to the province of New Hampſhire, and 


conſtitutes the boundaries. Mr. Wells keeps an 


inn in this place, which ſtands in high repute fox 
neatneſs. 


NEWBURY PORT. 


Before you arrive at Newbury Port, you, ha 


to croſs the river Merrimack, by means of a bridge, 
which, prior to the building of that thrown over 


the Piſcataqua, was conſidered as the moſt elegant 
in all New England. It is at leaſt ſhorter by one- 


third than the latter, and the arch, which mea- 

ſures only one hundred and thirty feet in width, 
is ſupported by a crooked piece of timber, mea» 
ſuring twenty feet, which gives the bridge, at firſt 
ſight, a heavy appearance. Along the banks of 


the river, before you come to this bridge, lies 


Newbury new town, a pretty extenſive village, 
where a number of ſhips are built, which are 


afterwards equipped, and freighted in Newbury 
Port.. Mr: Langdon had furniſhed me with a 
letter of recommendation to his friend Jack- 
so, from whom I flattered myſelf with the 
hopes of receiving ſome information relative to 


the town and its trade. But this gentleman be- 


ing abſent in Boſton, I was obliged to content. 


- myſelf with the intelligence I could procure from. 


ſome inhabitants, whom I found in the inn. 1 


learnt that the trade of this town, which, as well 
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as that of Portſmouth, had decayed very din : 


fince the conclufion of the war, was, for the laſt 
years, conſiderably on the advance; that it was 


of the ſame nature with that carried on at Portſ- 
mouth, and other parts of Maſſachuſetts ; that 
the quantity of tonnage now employed by this 
town, amounted to ſixteen thouſand tons; that 


the exports were valued, in 1791, at two hun- 
dred and fifty thouſand one hundred and ninety- 
three dollars; in 1792, at two hundred and 
ſeventy-three thouſand five hundred and fifty- 
one dollars; in 1793, at three hundred and ſeventy 
thouſand and forty-three dollars; in 1794, at four 


hundred and ninety-five thouſand four hundred 


and five dollars; in 1795, at four hundred. and 


ten thouſand five hundred and eighty-ſix dollars; 


that it has very few fiſhermen ; that the harbour 
and moorings are good, ſafe, and deep, the quays 
commodious and very extenſive. The town is 


almoſt as large as Portſmouth. Unfortunately 


there is a ſhoal of quickſands at the entrance of 


the haven, which obſtructs the navigation two or 
three times in the courſe of the year. To guard 


againſt the miſchief, which otherwiſe might be- 


fall veſſels, that have made long voyages, two | 


light-houſes have been erected on the coaſt, one 


of which 1s moveable, and capable of being always 


ſtationed behind the other, according to the actual 
ſituation 
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ſituation of the paſs. By ſteering their courſe 
direct againſt that point, at which the ſecond 
light-houſe is concealed behind the firſt, veſſels 
are enabled to ſail day and night into the harbour, 
without running the riſk of 0 on the ſand 
banks. | "by ot 
Newbury Port 18 built on the river Mani 
mack. It has ten public ſchools. A ſociety of 
inhabitants of the town, known by the name of 

the Sea Company, have eſtabliſned a very bene- 
volent inſtitution, conſiſting of ſeveral ſmall houſes 
on Plumb Iſland, which lies in the mouth of the 
| river, where perſons, who have ſuffered : ſhip» 
_ wreck, find ſome proviſions, fire-wood, and other 
articles of immediate neceſſity. 

Newbury Port carries on a conſiderable ends 
with the Antilles, and receives molaſſes in return, 
which keeps from eight to ten boiling- houſes in 
employ. There are likewiſe ſome breweries in 
the town, and a very large nail manufactory, 
which appeared to me to be very {kilfully con- 
duced. Newbury Port contains about four thous, 
ſand inhabitants. To 

The road from Portſmouth to Fi is one 
continued ſeries of houſes, ſhop-booths, ſmall 
manufactories and villages. It is an uninter- 
rupted garden. The road is in every part better 
than any I have ever ſeen in America. It would 

1 be 


3 | ire rakcven 


be Glufideref a delightful toad, even in the moſt ; 
beautiful diſtricts of France and England. 


15 IPSWICH. | 
 Ipfwich, one of the moſt conſiderable villages 


on this road, is ſituated on a river, to which it 
gives name, and on which ſome ſhips are built. 


This fmall harbour participates in the large trade 


- carried on with Maſſachuſetts, but not fo exten- 


ſively at preſent, as in former years. 

Flax 1s pretty abundantly cultivated in all dif- 
tricts of the province, and ſeems to thrive well. 
But it is ſaid to be in greater abundance at a 
greater diſtance from the coaſt, at leaſt every 
1 Where more is than hemp. 


BEVERLEY. 


Beverley! is another ſmall neat village, through . 
which the road paſſes to Boſton. Tts harbour lies 
on the South River. It is ſituated on a penin- 
ſula formed by that and the North River, The 
trade of this village 1s confined entirely to ſtock- 
fiſh, in which branch forty veſſels are employed. 
The fiſh are cured in the village itſelf, which ren- 
ders it very unpleaſant to pals through. "The _ 
number of veſſels, which fail from this port to 
Europe or the colonies, is not conſiderable. Sa- 
lem engroſſes almoſt the whole trade. = 
PF j- R202 
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SALEM.—MR. GOLDHUE. 


Salem is Su el the handſomeſt ſmall townsth 


the United States, and is ſeparated from Beverley 
only by a bridge, fifteen feet in length. The num 


ber of its inhabitants, which increaſes yearly, 


amounts to ten thouſand. The town, in refer- 
ence to its trade, ranks with thoſe of the fixth 


rank in America, and with thoſe of the ſecond 


rank in Maſſachuſetts. The uncommonly active 
and enterpriſing ſpirit of its inhabitants is the 


| ſole reaſon which can be aſcribed for the great 
extent and rapid progreſs of its trade. This town 


has no cultivated land behind it to ſupply its ex- 


ports, which in America is with juſtice conſidered 
as one of the moſt eſſential articles of commerce. 
Its haven is but ſmall, at ebb the quays are dry, 
and veſſels of a larger ſize muſt even, at high 
water, unload a part of their cargo, in order to be 


able to reach theſe quays. Let, notwithſtand- 


ing theſe inconveniences, the annual freightage 
from this port exceeds twenty thouſand tons. 
The veſſels employed in this ſervice ſail to all parts 


of the globe; twelve of them, for inſtance, are 


engaged in the Eaſt India trade, one of which ar- 
rived from Calcutta the day prior to my entering 
tlie town, after an abſence of nine months and' 
twelve days, of which thirty-two days were paſſed' 
| | at 


4 7 
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at Calcutta. The number of veſſels, conſtituting 
; the above mentioned rate of twenty thouſand 
tons, amounts to one hundred and fifty, one hun- 
dred of which are in the foreign trade, twenty 
are coaſters, and thirty follow the employment of 
fiſhing. The exports amounted, in 1791, to ſix 
hundred and ten thouſand and five dollars; in 
1792, to ſix hundred and fifty-ſeven thouſand 
three hundred and three dollars; in 1793, to 
eight hundred and twelve thouſand and ſixty-ſix 
dollars; in 1794, to one million four hundred 
and fifty-two thouſand four hundred and eleven 
dollars; in 1795, to one million five hundred and 
four thouſand five hundred and eleven dollars. 
As Salem and Bey erley have only one cuſtom- 
houſe in common for both places, the exports 
from the latter form a proportion in this calcula- 
tion, but it is very inconſiderable. | 
With the exception of two or three large for- 
tunes of nearly three hundred thouſand dollars, 
the opulence of the merchants is not very great ; 
but all the inhabitants find themſelves in a flou- 


riſhing condition, which is the leſs ſubject to 7 


reverſe, as the mode of living is very frugal, and 
as luxury 1s hitherto little known amoneſt them. 
Hence all the profits acquired by trade, are re- 
imbarked in trade; and this accumulation of in- 
tereſt upon intereſt inſures them a large capital, 
1 . by 
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1 which they are enabled to bear up againſt any 


caſual loſſes. The major part of the ſhipping 
from Salem is freighted from Virginia or South 
Carolina. In theſe provinces of America, the 
land yields a greater abundance of produce, than 
the veſſels employed in their ports will ſuffice to 
export. The induſtry of the northern ports, there- 
fore, is here very valuable, the produce being in 


an inverſe ratio to the ſhipping, compared with 


the ſouthern ſtates. Salem exports, however, 
anndally from ſeven to eight thouſand pounds of 
ſalt beef, and eighteen thouſand barrels of fiſh. 
This latter article has, for ſome years paſt, been 


greatly on the decline, the inhabitants of Salem, 


and the other ports, preferring the wholeſale trade 


as more lucrative. The commodities imported 


from the Eaſt and Weſt Indies, form likewiſe a 
branch of the export trade of this port. Hemp, 
iron, Ruſſia leather, are employed in the coaſting 


trade. Few foreign veſſels put in here. The 


inhabitants of Salem ſay, that their own induſtry 
leaves no room for the ſpeculations of ſtrangers. 
An Europcan, who fancies that a man cannot 
be qualified to act as captain of a ſhip, till he has 
made a number of voyages, and paſſed through 
a regular courſe of ſtudy, is not a little ſurprized, 
when he is informed, that the merchants of Salem 
entruſt their ſhips to young perſons, who have 
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frequently been only one year at ſea. As they 
have grown up in the buſineſs of the compting- 
houſe, they are perfectly acquainted with the 
price, the quality, and the fale of each different 1 
commodity. The firſt year they are aſſociated 
with a ſkilful ſtcerſmate, and act at once in the 
capacity of captain and ſupercargo. Their veſ- 


ſels, whatever may be the cauſe, do not ſuffer ſhip- 


' wreck more frequently than other ſhips, which 


are more cautiouſly navigated. In the courſe be 


a few years theſc young people become merchants 
themſelves, the captain's profits being very con- 
ſiderable. As they generally are- appointed from 
the families of merchants, they receive aſſiſtance 
ftom their employ '. 
Ihe inconveniences which Salem experiences 
from the ſhallowneſs of its harbour, ſecure them 
againſt all hoſtile attacks. The entrance to the 
haven is not in the ſlighteſt degree defended, nor 
is it, indeed, capable of defence. | | 
I was upon terms of great intimacy with Mr. 
| Gorpnve, a member of the Congreſs, whom I 
had ſeen at Philadelphia. The friendly recep- 
tion that gentleman gave me, and the patience : 
with which he reſolved my queſtions, entitle him 
to the ſame praiſe, as indeed all the perſons are 
entitled to, whom I met with in the courſe of 
wy bang Joyney: Mr. Goldhue 1s a man of ſtrong 


intelleR, 
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intelle&, of very plain manners, and is very well 
informed. In his political principles he is a fe- 
deraliſt, and of courſe an advocate for the treaty . 
with England. The town of Salem entertains 
the ſame opinion as he does, in this reſpect, 
_ chiefly on account of their dread of a war, which 
they conſider as the inevitable conſequence of the 
non: ratification of the treaty. 

Before I take my leave of Salem, I muſt re- 
mark, that the day previous to my departure, a 
_ veſſel arrived in this port from Bourdeaux, which 
brought a great quantity of filver diſhes and plates, 
in payment for flour, which had been ſold to 
France. The plate was valued by weight, and 
conſtituted a part of the confiſcated property of 
the emigrants, 

Salem is the capital of the county of Eſſex, 
and contains, upon an average, fixty-nine thou- 
ſand inhabitants. It is a handſome town, the 
houſes are good, ſmall, and ncat, and perfectly 
accord with the manners of the inhabitants. The 
Senate Houſe is a ſpacious, and even elegant 
building. | 8 

Salem has a fail-cloth manufactory, We em- 
* a great number of ſkilful hands. 
This town is the ſecond ſettlement erected by 
the Europeans, in the Maſſachuſetts. It was be- 
gun in 1622, and was the principal ſcene of the 
R 2 cruelties, 
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cruelties, which ignorance, ſuperſtition, and the 
perſecuting ſpirit of the prieſts, and their deluded | 
| votaries, inflicted, in 1692, on the pretended ſor- 
cerers. LE =, "By DT: 


| MARBLEHEAD AND LYNY. 

On the ſame bay with Salem lies another ſmall 
port, which, in reſpect to its ſhipping, is of greater 
_ conſequence than Beverley. : Marblehead, which 
is ſituated in the midſt of rocks, trades only in 
ſtock fiſh. All the men are ſo entirely occupied 
in fiſhing, that the town, to a ſtranger, who paſſes 
through the ſtreets, appears to be ſolely inhabited 
by women and children, all of whom have a moſt 
miſerable and wretched appearance. Marble-- 
head has a cuſtom-houſe, and the exports from 
this place conſiſt in a variety of articles, the value 
_ of which, in 1704, amounted to one hundred and 
_ twenty-four thouſand dollars. 
Lynn, Which is dependent upon the former 
place, is another ſmall haven, lying nine miles 
nearer to Boſton. It is famou us for its ſhoe ma- 
nufactory. There is ſcarcely a houſe, which is 
not inhabited by a ſhoe-maker; four hundred 
thouſand pairs, moſt of them women's ſhoes, 
are made here every year. This port carries on 
no other trade than the exportation of ſhoes to 
8 New York, and Philadelphia, trom which 


places : 
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places a great number are ſent over to England. | 
A quantity are even exported directly to Ee 
from 2 nn itſelf. 


BOSTON. 


The Mow ment erected in 1 3 , General N. arren 
—Tonnage of the Shif ping of. Bofton—Mr. Jef- 
fery—Dr. Erftis, Sc. 


; length, having pafſed through the fine and 
flouriſhing village of . e ee, arrived at Boſ- 
ton. All the roads leading to this town diſplay 
the proſperity and opulence of the inhabitants in 
a greater degrec than the Autan of republican 
manners. | 

L ſaw this day the ſimple and affeRing 1 monu- 
ment of General WARREN, who commanded in 
the celebrated battle of Bunker s Hill, anno 17 75, 
which coſt the Engliſh ſo dearly, and taught their 
troops not to hold the courage of the republican 
legions in contempt, whilſt it inſpired the latter 
with a juſt confidence in their own proweſs. It 
muſt here be remembered, that General Warren 
was by profeſſion a phyſician, and had never 
ſerved in the army. He had no opportunity of 
giving proofs of his great talents, this being the 
arſt action, in w hich he was engaged. But his 
courage and | patriotiſm eminently diſtinguiſhed 

E J 
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him, and that at a time, when there were very 
few of his countrymen, who d1d not diſcover ex- 
traordinary energy. 

This ſimple monument is N on the ſpot 
| where the fort ſtood, the taking of which coſt the 
Engliſh ninety officers, and fourteen hundred 
men, and in which attack General Warren loſt 
his life. It was built by the direction and at the 
expence of the free- maſons, of which order the 
1 General was grand maſter. — 

The civility of General Local commiſſioner 
of the cuſtoms for the {tate of Maſſachuſetts, fur- 
n:thed me with an opportunity of extracting from 

the regiſter of the office the tonnage, belonging 
to the port of Boſton, as likewiſe the amount of 
its exports. The tonnage will amount this year 
to ninety thouſand tons; at leaſt it amounted, 

according to the number of ſhips regiſtered, ſor 

the firſt nine months, to ſeventy- three thouſand 
five hundred and thirty-nine tons. The laſt 
quarter is not expected to run high, on which ac- 
count I have eſtimated it at only ſeventeen thou- 
ſand tons. In 1794, the whole year made but 
ſixty-eight thouſand nine hundred and ſixty- ſeven 
tons; and in 1793, no more than fifty- three 
thouſand and forty-two. Prior to this period, 
the law had not _ which cnacts, that all 


ps 
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hips ſhall be regiſtered i in the” ports to whiell 
they belong. 
„ Wbenty⸗ Müde thouſand fe kukdies 
and thirty-nine tons, which have been regiſtered 
for the firſt nine months of the preſent year, ſixty 
thouſand two hundred and ninty- five tons as 
employed in the foreign trade, eight thouſand 
four hundred and one tons are employed in the 
_ coaſting-trade, and three hundred and nine tons 
conſiſt of veſſels under twenty tons each. 
The exports from the port of Boſton Abe 
in 17915 to one million one hundred and fifty- 
nine thouſand and four dollars; in 1792, to one 
million three hundred and fifty-five thouſand and' 
thirty-eight dollars; in 1793, to one million eight 
hundred and thirty-four thouſand eight hundred 
and forty dollars; in 1794, to two million five 
hundred and thirty- four thouſand and fifty- three 
dollars; in 1795, to four million two hundred 
and fifty-five thouſand fix hundred and eighty- 
cight dollars. In 1788, the exports amounted to 
one million one hundred and forty-ſeven thou- 
ſand three hundred and fifty-ſeven dollars. 
It is difficult to give the imports with accuracy, 
becauſe the different commodities of which they 
conſiſt, pay different rates of duty. The ſum total 
of theſe duties will furniſh but a very imperſect 
idea of the extent of the importation. The num- 
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ber of veſſels from foreign ports, that is to ſay, 


from fuch as do not he within the territories of 


the United States, will yield a better criterion. 
The veſſels which put into Boſton from foreign 
ports, were, in 1793, four hundred and thirty-ſix; 
in 1794, five hundred and ſixty-ſeven; in 1793, 

ſeven hundred and twenty-five. In 1784, the 
number was four hundred and fifty. 
dd my firſt article relative to Boſton, J have 
commented on the irregularity of the duties paid 
by the inhabitants of this town; of their diſſatiſ- 
faction, and the miſchief which reſults therefrom. 
The votes are taken on this tax, (which is intend- 
ed to defray the expences of the ſtreets, the pave- 
ment, the watchmen, the maintenance of the 
poor in the hoſpital, and the free-ſchools), in a 
public meeting of all the inhabitants, held the be- 
ginning of May every year. It produced laſt year 

upwards of forty thouſand dollars, making ten 
thouſand dollars more than the preceding year. 
Oft the one hundred and fifty-nine thouſand 
ſeven hundred and fifty-nine dollars, which are 
collected in taxes to defray the expences of the 
government for the ſtate of Maſſachuſetts, Boſton 
pays for its individual quota twelve thouſand nine 
hundred and fifty-cight dollars. 
Every mate inhabitant of the ſtate of Maſſa- 
chuſctts is aſſeſſed in a tax, which is fixed through- 
| Out 
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out the whole ſtate at twenty-eight centeſimas, 
or the twenty-eighth of a hundredth part of a 
dollar. In Boſton it amounts to eighty-ſeven 
centeſimas. The riſe in the price of every article, 
is the principal cauſe of this eee ad- 
vance.* | e 
Mr. Jx FER, an Engliſh ab N has 
reſided between fifteen and twenty years in Boſ- 
ſon, in partnerſhip with Mr. John Ruſſel, re- 
| queſted, at the time of my firſt journey, that 1 
wauld, on my return, take up my quarters at his 
houſe, where I paſſed my time very agrecably. 
le is an excellent, amiable man, a cheerful com- 
panion, who poſſeſſes the frank and friendly car- 
riage, 10 natural to Engliſhmen. He is a. bachelor, 
poſſeſſes a very large fortune, and entertains the 
beſt company in the town at his houſe, among 
whom Dr. Eusris deſerves particularly to be no- 
ticed. The Doctor is a moſt amiable and well 
bred gentleman, poſſeſſing great cheerfulneſs and 
equanimity of temper ; his political principles are 
wiſe and firm; he is ſuperior to prejudice, and 
his feelings are truly noble. Meſſrs. Jeffery and 
Ruſſel have eſtabliſhed a very extenſive ſpermaceti 
| manuſagory, and anna two ſhips in the whale- 


For a more ie detail of the duties, the con- 
Aitutton, and laws of the ſtate of Mallachuſetts, the reader 
9 referred to the) journey A. 


fiſhery. 
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fiſhery. They FTA likewiſe Mt labourers | in 


their beautiful rope-yard. 
- Boſton is one of the moſt agreeable of towns 


to live in, and its inhabitants are celebrated 


through all America for their hoſpitality to ſtran- 
gers. I met here again, to my great ſatisfaction, 
Mr. Cabot, Senator of the United States for Maſ- 


| fachuſetts. He ſtands in high eſtimation among 
the Americans, on account of his well-informed 
mind and amiable character. I experienced from 


Mr. Gore, Advocate-General of the United 


States, and a man of talents; from Mr. SULL1- 


VAN, Advocate-General of the ſtate of Maſſa- 
chuſetts, a gentleman of great acquirements, 


whom the federal party accuſe of differing from 


them in politics; and likewiſe from Mr. THOMAS 


Russ EL., perhaps, the richeſt merchant in Ame- 
rica, and who is juſtly celebrated for his great 


bene volence, a degree of attention, which I can- | 


not refrain from particularly noticing, among 
even the diſtinguiſhed civilities which I received 
from h perſon 1 in Boſton, to whom J was in- 
trodubed. 


HINGHAM.—GENERAL LINCOLN. | 


General Lincoln, on giving me the cuſtom- 


houſe report of the amount of tonnage belonging 
to Boſton, which I have inſerted in my journal, 


ſtipulated 5 
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ſtipulated with me, that I ſhould, in return for 


this ſervice, viſit him in Hingham. In purſuance 


of my promiſe, I ſpent twenty-four hours with 


him, on Sunday the 18th of October. General 


Lincoln is one of the oldeſt Generals who ſerved 


in the American war. He took a part in the 


whole of the conteſt, was preſent in every action 
of moment, and acquired among the Generals a 
great military name, and throughout all America 
the reputation of an excellent and honeſt man. 


After the concluſion of the war, he was entruſted 
with ſeveral negociations with the Indians; and 


with the appeaſing of the troubles, which broke 


out in Maſſachuſetts in 1787. At length he has 


been placed at the head of the receipt of cuſtoms; 


and this office, the moſt lucrative in the gift of 
the government, yields him an annual income of 


nearly five thouſand dollars, he being allowed five- 
eighths per cent on the whole of the receipts. 
He has to keep five clerks, who do all the buſi- 
neſs; but for this drawback he is amply indem- 
nified by other revenues which - accrue to him 


from his ſituation. General Lincoln is a member 
of the Academy of Sciences of the ſtate of Maſe 
ſachuſetts. I have read a memoir, written by 


him, which contains remarks on the natural hiſ- 
| tory of America, made by him in various jour- 
nies, with an account of his expedition againſt the 
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inſurgents in the year 1787. They beſpeak him 
to be a man of great clearneſs of head, ſtudious 


only of the public weal. His family lives! in Hing- 


ham; and ac himſelf refides there, * henever his 
| official buſineſs will permit. 


_ Hingham is famcus far a number of ſmall 
ſchools, * hich. arg here p laced together, in a ſort 
of college. They are about fourteen 1n number, 
and arc anne DY about four hundre d ſcholars. 

Ihe foil of the ſurrou nding land 8 15 almoſt al! 
3 It yields, an acre, tWenty- -five buſhels of 
maize, and barley and rye, m a moderate pro- 


portion. The meadows aftord from the acre, not 


more than forty hundred- weight of hay, even 
at the beſt. This land, too, coſts from ur 
to forty dollars an acre. The buſineſs of this 
ſmall village conſiſts in the manufacture of tubs, 
pals, . and all other veſſels of coopers work, 


which arc in common uſc as domeſtic utenſils. 
The packet-boat which ſails between Hingham 
and Boſton, conveys a conſiderab le quantity of 
| theſe veſſels to Boſton ; , and of theſe, a part 1s 


thence exported to England. The wood employ- 
ed is chiefly fir, from the province of Maine. Ge- 


ncral Lincoln poſſeſſes very extenfaye eſtates 1 in 
this Province. | 


J cannot avoid doing myſelf the N of 


here mentioning, with due reſpect, the name of 


Mrs. 
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2 LIN coLN, the widow of the eldeſt ſon of 
General Lincoln: the refides in Hingham. 1 


had an opportunity of being there in company 
Vith her, during my ſhort ſtay with the General. 


I found her to be one of the moſt agreeable. 


women in all America, She is no leſs admired 


for the excellencics of her mind than tor the 


charms of her perſon. 


This diſtrict makes a part of the county of 
Suffolk. It contains a great number of mills for 
ſawing timber, grindin £ corn, and waulking cloth. 
Some of thele arc 25 in motion by the flux of 
the tide. 


The bicheray between Hingham and Ply- 


mouth opens to the view no ines proſpects. 
The dwelling-houſes are pretty numerous, but arc 


ſcattered between the rocks and the beach. Here 


is a want of money and agricultural intelligence 
to bring the county into that condition of im- 


provement and opulence of which it is evidently 
ſuſceptible. l 3 


PLYMOUTH. 


The coloniſts of this territory landed here in 


the year 1620. They were emigrants who had 
left England, on account of their religion, and 
were about an hundred in number. They ar- 


. rived on this coaſt, without any certain determi- 


nation, where to ſettle. It is ſaid that their 


choice 
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choice was fixed, when, on a morning, they ap- 
proached Cape Cod, and obſerved a bay and a 


river, which reminded them of Plymouth in 
England. 5 They landed, and obtained from 'the 


Indians the ceſſion of ſufficient territory; con- 


ſtructed huts for their habitations; cleared a part 


of their lands, and ſowed corn for their ſuſte- 


nance. Theſe fugitives from perſecution, had 


not been here more than two years, when they 


declared war againſt the Indians, among whom 


they kad been received, and threatened to — 
them out of their poſſeſſions. 

New emigrants, from time to time, Ard 
hither from Europe. Other ſettlements were 
formed. Force or artifice extorted from the un- 
fortunate Indians, new ceſſions of territory. . 
The war with the Indians was not of long 
duration. Theſe ſimple people made no great 


difficulty of relinquiſhing a few acres, from which 


they had never derived great advantage. And, 
without any prejudices againſt the coloniſts, or 


in favour of the natives, 1t may be reaſonably be- | 


lieved, that the greater part of the enormities and 


crimes attributed to the Indians, originated pri- 


marily from the conduct of the ang en- 


croachers on their poſſeſſions. 


The rock on which theſe firſt coloniſts cd, : 


is ſtill carefully pointed out to ſtrangers. The 
place 


1333 
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place. they called Plymouth, in remembrance of 


their native land. The ſea has, ſince that time, 
thrown up ſand over the rock to the height of 


twenty feet. But the tradition of the firſt land- 


| ing {till preſerved the knowledge of the preciſe 


ſpot on which 1t took place. At the dawn of the 


revolution, the ſand was cleared away from it. 


With no little toil, they penetrated at laſt through 
twenty feet in depth of ſand, to the very rock. 
The rock was ſplit into two parts, as it Was laid 
bare; and this circumſtance was regarded as an 
unlucky omen of the political ſeparation of Ame- 


rica from England. The largeſt half ſtill remains 


in its former ſituation; the other Was, with great 
difficulty, conveyed to the market · place of the 
town of Plymouth, where it now lies. Both are 
in the ſtate of rugged blocks, without inſeription, 
or any thing of monumental form, ſuch as might 
indicate what is peculiar to them, and diſtinguiſh 
them from the many other ſtones which lie 
around. 


This rock i om the kigh veneration 


beſtowed on it, naturally attracts the curioſity of 
ſtrangers, is, however, the only thing particularly 
remarkable in that place, Its trade is confined 
to the fiſhery. Seventy ſchooners, of from thirty 


to forty tons burthen each, and two or three of 


one hundred tons, go the fihery upon the bank: 
| ſome 
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ſome fiſh on the coaſt. The largeſt of theſe 
veſſels carry their cargoes bf fiſh to ſale in Europe, 
or in the Weſt India ifles. The road is ſcarce 
ſufficiently ſheltered from the north-caſt wind; 
and the harbour is left dry by the ebbing tides. 
In the beginning of the war of the revolution, all. 
the veſſels belonging to this port, were either 
captured or burnt by the Engliſh. Their num- 
ber was greater than that of the veſſels which 
belong to it, at preſent ; and its trade was, then, 
more conſiderable. I know not but it may be 
the remembrance of what then took place, which 
now, ſo much exaſperates the minds of the people 
of Plymouth againſt England. Artizans, labourers 
in huſbandry, ſailors, are all, here, in a rage, againſt 
the late treaty. Perſons of high rank likewiſe 
declare againſt it, though with leſs of open and 
indecent fury. It is the general voice, that Ame- 
rica ought to form an offenſive and defenſive 
league with France, and to declare war againſt 
England. But, on the other hand, I have been 
aſſured, that the richer claſs of the people are, for 
the greater part, of opinion that a treaty of com- 
merce and political amity with England is in- 
diſpenſibly neceſſary to the welfare of America. 
In addition to the fiſhery, the trade of Plymouth 
is in part produced by its forges and manufactures 
in iron. The works in which theſe manufactures 
are 
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are carried on, conſiſt, in a confiderable propor- 


tion, of mill-machinery, that is putin motion by 


the ſmall river which here falls into the bay. As 


pit- coal and iron- ſtone, are plentiful; ; from eighty | 


to an hundred men are kept conſtantly at work 
in theſe manufactures. The town contains about 


three thouſand inhabitants; and their number f 18 


annually augmented. 

The exports from Plymouth amounted, in the 
year 1791, to fifteen thouſand eight hundred 
and forty-four dollars; in 1792, to twenty- eight 
thouſand nine hundred and forty-five dollars; in 
1793, to twenty- nine thouſand four hundred and 
twenty-ſeven dollars; in 1794, to thirty-five thou- 
ſand four hundred and fifty-two dollars; in 1795 : 


to fifty-two thouſand fix hundred and thirty- 


eight dollars. 


I had a letter of introduction to General Wan- 
REN, an old, grey-headed man, who was much 
employed during the war of the revolution, but 
rather for the economy of the army, over which 
he had great influence, than on account of any 
ability he could be fuppoſed to poſſeſs for actual 
ſervice in the field. He is now an old man, and. 
very feeble. His wife is as old as himſelf, but 
much more lively in converſation. Like the 


other ladies of America, ſhe has read a great deal 
Vo. I. 5 on 
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on a variety of ſubjects She has even mabliſhed 


one or two volumes of tales, which are much 
eſteemed ; and has written a hiſtory of the Ame- 
rican revolution, which her huſband and ſhe have, 


with great prudence, reſolved not to ſend to the 


preſs while they live, but to leave for publication 
after their death: the truth may then, they ſay, 
be ſafely declared. In the mean time, this work 
has been read, in whole or in part, by ſeveral 


friends, who give it the character of an impartial 


and well-written work. This old lady, at the age 
of ſeventy, is truly intereſting; for ſhe has loſt 
neither the activity of her mind, nor the graces 


of her perſon; though ſhe ſtill laments the death 


of a ſon ſhe loſt in the war, with the ſame ten- 


derneſs and carneſt ſorrow as on the day on which 
he fell. She till reads his letters, has his portrait 


conſtantly in her view; but notwithſtanding all 
this fond attachment to his memory, is equally 
affectionate to her ſurviving. children. One of 


theſe, I faw at the houſe of General Lincoln, who 


had likewiſe ſuffered, during the war, by the loſs 


of his leg, in a ſca-fight, on board a frigate. This 


reſpectable lady is deſcended from a family who 


are like herſelf diſtinguiſhed for genius and lite- 


rature. She is ſiſter to Mr. Oris, a lawyer of 


great reputation in Maſſachuſetts, who had a con- 
ſiderable 
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ſiderable ſhare in the revolution, and is faid to be 
a man of great merit. He is father to Mrs. 
Lincoln, whom I mentioned above. - 
Plymouth is the principal town of the county 
of the ſame name, a diſtri& that contains twenty - 
nine thouſand inhabitants. The ſoil is rugged, 
and not very fertile; but it is full of iron ores, 


which ſupply materials for very conſiderable | iron 
manufactures. - 


<< 


DISTRICT OF NEW BEDFORD. 


The road from Plymouth hither, is tedious and 
very imperfect. Plymouth lies at the diſtance of 
not more than thirty miles from New Bedford ; 
and both theſe towns belong to the ſame tate. 
Y et, ſo rare is the intercourſe between them, that 
no perſon in Plymouth could inform me of the 
direction of the road to New Bedford, farther 
than for the firſt ſix miles. Amidſt continual en- 
quiries concerning the road which is little uſed, 
| and interſected by many croſs paths, I wandered 
out of my way. I was, befides, miſled by the 
miſchievous waggery of a dumb man, which ſent 
me aſtray five miles farther. But tew houſes are 
to be ſeen in this tract, and theſe lie at wide diſ- 
tances from one another. The ground is rugged, 
and the ſoll ſandy. The woods, which extend 
all the way, conſiſt chiefly of firs and birches, moſt 
| 8 ? „„ - of 
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1 of which are likely to be burnt for charcoal. The 
=. burning of charcoal is the only ſort of induſtry in 
which the people are ſeen to be engaged, along 
the whole road. There is abundance of iron- 
ſtone, ſufficiently rich in ore for working, here as 
well as at Plymouth. There is every. where an 
air of poyerty, the effect either of a poor or of 
an ill cultivated foil. I had great pleaſure in fall- 
ing in with two negro families, who live here on 
ſſmall poſſeſſions of their own, which they main- 
tain in as good a ſtate of culture, as thoſe of their 
neighbours. . Such inſtances are not Fare in the 
ſtate of Maſſachuſetts. 
IA heavy and inceflant rain, by which B 
wetted to the ſkin, obliged me to halt at Mid- 
dleborough, at a ſmall inn, the landlord of Which 


was concerned in the iron-works. The iron-ore 
1s found in Pond Allowaraſet, in great plenty, 
either at the ſurface or at the depth of a ſingle 
Not under water. This red ore ſometimes con- 
tains a fourth part, ſometimes not more than an 
eighth part of pure iron. The ore is dragged 
from under the water, in nearly the ſame manner 
as oyſters are raiſed from the bank. It is now, 
however, much leſs abundant than formerly. A 
man who, fifteen years ſince, would have been 
able to gather two or three tons in the year by his 
own labour, can now ſcarcely procure one ton. 
| ether 
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Another pond adjacent to Middleborough, yields 
this ore in greater quantity ; but it is deeper, and 
conſequently the ore is leſs cafily to be raifed 
from its bottom. 

The maſters at this work carn forty dollars a 
month; the common workmen are paid at the 
ſame rate as the labourers 1 in huſbandry, which 
affords them ſeven or eight dollars a month. 
Land coſts two dollars an acre, unleſs when it is 
| ſuppoſed to contain jiron- ore; and in this caſe, 

the price is higher or lower, according to the de- 

gree of its richneſs in ore. This inn ſtands at 
eighteen miles diſtance from Plymouth. Its beds 
were full of workmen from the forges and nail- 
makers; but the landlord promiſed me a bed as 
ſoon as the rain ſhould ceaſe. The rain continued 
to fall, till it was too late to reach New Bedford 
that night; I was, therefore, obliged to halt, after 
travelling five miles farther, at an inn of mean 
appearance, which hunger and fatigue made me 
regard as comfortable. 

Next day about noon, 1 entered New Bedford. 
It is not above thirty years ſince this town WAS 
founded. It was one of thoſe places which ſuf- 
fered the moſt during the war of the revolu- 
tion. Ships, warehouſes, dwelling-houſes, were all 
burnt by the Engliſh. The loſſes which the town 

„ | ſuffered, 
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ſuffered, das: three homie ail thirty thou- 


ſand dollars. Trade did not ſoon revive; but is 


now, however, at a greater height than ever. 

The diſtrict of New Bedford comprehends five 
ſmall ſea-port towns—New Bedford, Weſtport, 
Rocheſter, Wareham, and Dartmouth. The four 
laſt of theſe are, properly ſpeaking, only docks for 


5 ſhip- building. Moſt of the ſhips built in them 
find immediate fale, either at New Bedford or in 


ſome other harbour belonging to the United 
States. There belong, at preſent, to thoſe few 


towns, twenty veſſels, of from thirty to eighty 


tons burthen cach, which are employed in the 


Coaſting- trade, all except two or three, which go 
to the fiſhery upon the great bank. New Bed- 
ford is a place of greater trade than the others; 


builds more veſſels; and has a good road, which 


is at leaſt excellently ſheltered from the eaſtwind. 


The land round New Bedford is, in general, far 


from fertile; and there are many other ſea-port 


towns on the coaſt of Maſſachuſetts. The ex- 
ports from this place are therefore confined to 


fruit, pulſe, maize, ſalted fleſh and fiſh, with ſome _ 


_ coarſe iron- work. Theſe veſſels are not always 
freighted from this part, but are uſually hired by 


the merchants belonging to it. Thoſe from New 


Bedford are caged 32 in the whale-fiſhery 1 


* hich c 
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which 18 conſiderably ſucceſsful nigh the iſland 
of Nantucket, at five and twenty miles diſtance 


from New Bedford. 

New Bedford employs, at ent. eval 7 
ſels in the fiſhery, each from one hundred and 
fifty to two. hundred and ſeventy tons burthen, 


| Nantucket ſends out thirty veflels ; Boſton, two 


or three; Rhode-Iſland, one. 


THE WH ALE-F ISHERY. 


Whales are found on the coaſt of Renal and 


im the Pacific Ocean in the ſame latitudes, in the 
Weſt Indian Seas, and as far caſtward as to the 
Cape of Gaod Hope, from the eighteenth to the 


 twenty-fifth degree of latitude. The mode in 
Which they are taken, is well known; but I be- 


leve the information 1 am enabled to offer pode 
ſeſſes ſome ſhare of novelty. 


The deſtination of the fiſhing-voy ages is ſo 


ſettled, that the return of the ſhips is expected 
within the courſe of from ten to eighteen months 
after their departure. The fiſhing is not always 


owners a profit of at leaſt twenty per cent upon 
the adventure, the expences of fitting out which 
are very conſiderable. Beſide the coſt of the veſ- 
ſe], there are alſo to be reckoned, the expence 


of two o boats, of lines, harpoons, AXES, kettles, bar- 
84 rels 
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rels with iron hoops, and proviſions for the crew, 
to the amount of five or ſix thouſand dollars. : 
The crew receive no wages, but have a certain 
ſhare of the blubber. The captain has a fifth 
part; the pilot a five-and-fortieth, or a ſixtieth 


part of what they take. A veſſel of two hundred 


and fifty tons burthen will return with two hun- 
dred and ten or two hundred and twenty tons of 
blubber, beſide the whalebone. In 1793, the 
medium price of blubber, or whale-o1l, was ſixty- 
five dollars a ton. The blubber of the ſpermaceti- 
_ Whale was at the rate of one hundred dollars a 
ton; that of other whales, fifty-five dollars a ton ; 
theſe laſt are very plentiful in the ſeas. The price 
is now twice as much. The increaſe of price is 
owing to the extraordinary demand for train-oil 
and ſpermaceti-candles, and to the ſmall num- 
ber of the ſhips, which have lately gone from 
Europe upon the whale fiſnery. The captain 8 
profits from a ſucceſsful voyage amount to be- 
tween eight and nine hundred dollars for com- 
mon years, but at preſent to between ſeventeen 
and eighteen hundred dollars. | 
A ſhip of one hundred and fixty tons 18 * 
Vith a crew of fifteen perſons. Of theſe, twelve 
man the two boats in the purſuit of the whales; 
while the other three remain on board. Larger 
veſſels have a third boat and ſix additional hands. 
En = "The 
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T he 1 which has been barrelled 10 fs 15 
to be again put into freſh barrels, and cleared 
from a ſediment that is formed in the barrels, be- 
fore it be carried to market; for though the ſedi- 
ment be as fit as the reſt for * in the W works, 
yet the oil in which it appears 18 regarded as of 
inferior quality in the European market. This 
ſediment, and a ſort of white fleſh, which is 
found in the head and belly of the whale, are 
then ſqueezed in a preſs. A new quantity of oil 
of the beſt quality is thus obtained. The reſi- 
due, which remains after the firſt preſſing, is put 
again into the preſs, and more forcibly ſqueezed 
than before. It affords a certain quantity of oil; 
and it is the produce of this laſt ſqueezing which, 
after undergoing a boiling, is poured into moulds, 
and forms ſpermaceti candles. Theſe are ſold 
for half a dollar a pound. Thoſe which are ſper- 
maceti- fiſnes yield this matter in great quantity. 
In their heads alone chere are often five or fix tons 
of this matter; though the other whales have the 
head differently compoſed, and do not afford 
above a quarter of a ton out of each licad. Thus 
all whales yield more or leſs of this matter which 
is ſo much valued as a material for candles. 
| The veſſels for the fiſhery are built without any 
very remarkable pecu liarity of ſtructure. Only, 
there ſtands, between the maſts, a great cauldron 
T | for 
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ſor the making of the oil, and the openings on 
the decks are made unuſually wide, in order that 
the barrels may be the more cafily moved up and 
down. The oil, when it is hot, is apt to pene- 
trate and injure the wood of a newly built veſſel; 
and, on this account, it is uſual to ſend ſhips on 
a voyage or two to Europe before employing them 
an the whale-fiſhery. Thoſe merchants, who are 
concerned in this fiſhery, are accuſtomed to pur- 
chaſe veſſels which have been built two or three 
years. The alterations neceſſary, to fit them for 
the uſe of the fiſhery, are inconſiderable. 
From all that I had heard or read, I Was lead 
to think the whale-fiſhery to be a very perilous 
| employment to the men who are engaged in it. 
They muſt meet, as I ſhould have ſuppoſed, with 
many unhappy accidents. I have, however, been 
aſſured of the contrary. The fleet from Nan- 
tucket, conſiſting of thirty veſſels, did not loſe, 
taſt year, a ſingle man; this year they have loſt 
but two men. People here can ſcarcely recollect 
a ſingle inſtance of any perſon loſing his life fron: 
any accident in the fiſhery. Neither here nor in 
Nantucket can any inſtance be mentioned of a 
man's having been killed or hurt by any of the 
| whales. The boats are indeed, often overturned 
by the whales. 


Hudſon's Bay, and the ſeas adjacent to the 
coaſts 
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coaſts of Greenland and Labrador, abound more 
than the ſouthern ſeas, in whales, and thoſe of a 
larger fize, and ſuch as afford oil of a better qua- 
lity. But the ice, which floats there in vaſt 
maſſes, renders the fiſhing much more dangerous 
in theſe northern latitudes. One of theſe maſſes 
of ice ſtriking againſt a ſhip is ſufficient to daſh 
it in pieces. Beſides, the ſhips cannot remain at 
ca, for a ſufficient length of time, upon the 
coaſts. Some American ſhips repair to that 
fiſhery as they return from Europe; but, in ge- 
_neral, the whale-fiſhery in the northern ſeas 1 18 
abandoned to the European fiſhermen. _ 

Although the fiſhery on the coaſts of Africa 
and the Brazils be ſtill ſufficiently ſucceſsful, yet 
it is thought that the numbers of the whales in 
thoſe parts begin to be diminiſhed. The reaſon 
aſſigned for this is, that ſuch a number of the fe- 
males of this ſpecies are annually deſtroyed, with- 
out which the young ones can neither be pro- 
duced nor nouriſhed immediately after the birth. 
(The Englith call the males, females, and young 
of the whale,—bulls, cows, and calves). 

Twenty years fince, whales were conſiderably 
numerous on the coaſts of America. Even within 
theſe ſix or ſeven years, whales were to be found 
here, though not in ſuch numbers as ſormerly. 
At preſent, it is en a very remarkable oc- 

currence, 
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currence, if one ſhould happen to be ſeen in 


theſe parts. The whales have been frightened 


entirely away, ſo that two or three ſhips can 


hardly procure a tolerable treight for the ſeaſon, 


by fiſhing in theſe ſeas. The ſpermaceti-whales | 


have been found chiefly in the Indian Ocean; on 


the coaſts of Africa and Madagaſcar, 1 in the Pa- 
- cific Ocean, and on the coaſts of Peru and Chili. 


Train- oil and ſpermaceti- candles are brought 
into different ſea- ports of America by ſhips be- 
longing to New Bedford, which has alſo two or 


three veſſels employed in the trade to Europe. 
Twenty ſhips belonging to the ſame ports are 


conſtantly engaged in the coaſting- trade. But 


this laſt trade is ſo languid that the cuſtom-houſe 
dues ariſing from it, for the firſt nine months of 


the year 1795, did not exceed two hundred and 
nineteen dollars. During the whole year 1790, 


it yielded but one hundred and fifty-ſix dollars. 


As to the amount of the yearly exports from Ne-] 


Bedford; the value of theſe was, in the year 


1791, twenty-ſix thouſand three hundred and 5 
forty- four dollars; in the year 1702, twenty-ſeven 


_ thouſand one hundred and ſeventy-ſix dollars; 
| in 1703, twenty-ſeven thouſand eight hundred 


and forty-four dollars; in 1794, cighty-two thou- 
ſand and eighty-five dollars; in 1795, ſixty-two 
thouſand two 3 and two dong OE 
The 
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The harbour lies at the diſtance of eight miles 
from the mouth of the river Acchuſſnet. The 
anchorage is excellent. That part of the breadth 
of the river, Which is navigable to veſſels of a 
certain burthen up to the town, 1s very narrow ; 
the reſt of the river being very ſhallow, and full 
of rocks. The harbour is beſides protected by a 
fort, beyond which ſhips entering it cannot pro- 
ceed more than a quarter of a mile. The river 
Acchuſſnet pours its waters into the bay of the 
ſame name. This bay has alſo a communication 
with Buzzard Bay, which is ſeparated from the 
bay of Cape Cod by an iſthmus of the breadth of 
three or four miles. There is a project tor cut- 
ting a canal through the iſthmus. 

The trade of New Bedford is almoſt all in the 
hands of Quakers. About one-half of the inha- 
bitants are of this ſet. T hey are, in general, an 
honeſt, frank, orderly, ſet of people. I received 
a pretty full account of them from WILLIAM 
Rusn. He is proprietor of fix veſſels. His family 
has been, for ſome generations, engaged. here in 
trade. With the moſt obliging readineſs to ſa- 
tisfy any enquiries which are made of him, he 
joins an uncommon clearneſs of ideas. His father 
is one of thoſe inhabitants of Nantucket whom 

M. DR CaLoxNe invited to Dunkirk, to intro- 
duce the buſineſs of the whale-fiſhery into France. 
0 In 
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In 1786, Ruſh began the buſineſs os the . 


fiſhery at Dunkirk, with not more than two ſhips ; 


and, in the year 1793, no fewer than forty ſhips 


failed from Dunkirk to the whale-fiſhery. _ Cer- 
tain it is, that trade and mercantile opuler.ce 
were rapidly increaſing in France, at the time 


| when the revolution commenced, and the preſent 
war broke out, When liberty ſhall be ſecurely 


and permanently eſtabliſhed in France, that ac- 


_ tivity, which is a well-known characteriſtic of li- 


berty, will be much more alive than ever, to the 
improvement of every branch of induſtry and 


commerce. Perſons of all ranks will then take 
a part in whatever can augment the honourable 


opulence of the land; and our country will be 
raiſed to the higheſt pitch of proſperit y. 
This worthy Ruſh, who is now ſixty-five years 


of age, has all the activity of a young man. He 
went to France with ſtrong prejudices againſt it; 


yet, nothing leſs than the crimes and diſorders 


which he there witneſſed would have been ſuffi- 
cient to make him leave that. country and return 


to America. He loves the character, the ſprightly 
manners, the mode of doing buſineſs, which pre- 


vail among the French nation. He 1s pleaſed 
with the integrity of the French merchants, and 


delighted with the climate of France. He ſpeaks, 
in ſhort, as a Frenchman; but, he abhors the 
crimes 
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crimes which have attended the revolution. Of | 
its exceſſes he judges for himſelf with. tendemeds, 


yet with diſcernment. 
TOWNSIUP OF NEW BEDFORD; COUNTY OF BRIS- 
Tol: VALUE OF PRODUCTS, AND OF LABOUR. 


In the country round New Bedford, where the 
ſoil is, in general, of moderate fertility, conſider- 


able numbers of oxen are annually fattened for the 


ſupply of proviſions to the ſhips in the harbour, 


and to thoſe even which belong to Nantucket. 
Land coſts from twelve to eighteen dollars an 
acre. Beef is ſold at the rate of ſix- pence a pound. 


Flour is here ſcarce, as well as in all the other 
ſmall towns of Maſſachuſetts. It coſts at preſent 
from thirteen to fourtcen dollars a barrel. The 
bread is commonly made of maize and barley; 


and this is indeed the uſual bread throughout the 
whole ſtate. Biſcuit is the only wheaten, bread 


to be found in the inns. The wages of all ſorts 


of ordinary labourers are at the rate of from eight 


to nine dollars a month. Ships coſt from forty 


to forty-two dollars a ton. New Bedford lies in 
the county of Briſtol, of which the head- town 


is Taunton. This county contains about thirty- 
eight thouſand inhabitants, and is remarkable for 
the great abundance of iron- ore which it affords. 


A copper- mine Was here lately N for the firſt | 


time. | 
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RHODE-ISLAND.—NEWPORT.—MR. ELEM. 
'The road from New Bedford to Rhode-Ifland, 


like that from Plymouth, 1s rugged with rocks 


and looſe ſtones, and leads through a hilly tract 
of country. You paſs through the townſhip of 
Weſtport, and near that part of the river where 


veſſels are built, which take in their cargo at the 


diſtance of a mile below. Only two ſchooners 
belonged to this port; but of theſe one has been 
recently wrecked on the coaſt of Salem, on its 
return from a voyage to the province of Maine. 
The boundaries of the ſtate of Rhode-Ifland 


commence at the diſtance of three miles on this 
fide of the bay, at a place called uſually Eaſt Paſ- | 
. ſage, where it is propoſed to build bridge for 
the purpoſe of connecting the iſland with the 


main land. This paſſage is not broad, and the 
depth of the water is thirty feet. But, the tide 


flows and ebbs with ſuch a ſtrength of current, 
that the toil of erecting the bridge cannot but be 
extremely difficult, and it will be no  caſy taſk 


to give it perfect ſtability. | 
This iſland exhibits a continued acces of 


- meadows and fields of maize. Barlcy is likewiſe 


produced here in conſiderable abundance. The 


1 breweries of Philadelphia and New York furniſh 
an advantageous market for this laſt article. For- 


merly 
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merly this iſland, was extenſively covered with 
fruit-trees and other wood. But theſe the Eng- 
liſh deſtroyed during the war. The ſoil is light, 
ſandy, and, in general, unimproved by manure 
or ſkilful tillage, The medium produce of the 
medows is a ton of hay per acre; the ground 
under tillage yields, an acre, twenty-five buſhels 
of maize, or one hundred buſhels of potatoes. 
There are inſtances of greater produce; but theſe 
occur only Where particular land-holders have cul- 
_ tivated their g ground with unuſual intelligence and 
care. In the neighbourhood of Newport, where 
dung can be purchaſed for the eaſy expence of 
half a dollar the ton, the land is more plentifully 
manured, and, in conſequence of this, yields even 
to the amount of nincty buſhels of maize per acre. 
But, ſuch inſtances are rare, and occur only where 
the ſoil is both naturally rich and well improved 
by manure and tillage. The common extent of | 
the farms is ſeventy acres. Some ſmall number 
of them contain two hundred acres ; ; and threes or 
four, even four hundred acres. | 
The farm of SKMUEL ELEM, to whom'I had: 
a letter from William Ruſh, is four hundred acres 
in extent. He is the only farmer in the iſland 
who does not perſonally labour upon his awn 
ground. He is an Engliſhman, from Yorkſhire. 
He came hither as a merchant before the revolu- 
Von, II. | 1 1 tion. 
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tion. The length of his necefſary ſtay gave hint 
a fondneſs for * country, and inclined him to 
ſettle in it. He lives in a ſnug ſmalt houfe, five 


miles from Newport, and near to Eaſt Paſſage. 
Agriculture is the only buſineſs that he now fol- 
lows. He does not boaſt of having found it, as 


yet, very profitable. But, he finds the condition 


of life agreeable, and ſufficiently ſuſceptible of 


improvement from his turn for curious obſerva- 


tion, and his attention to the proceſſes of nature. 


This farm, on which he has been ſettled theſe fix 


years, begins to be in a good ſtate of cultivation. 


The ſtone fences incloſing his fields are higher 


and better than any I have ſeen in Maſſachuſetts. 
His meadows are in a ſtate of improvement and 


fertility, which 1s conſiderably profitable. But 


the difficulty of procuring labourers {tands greatly 


in the way of all agricultural improvements in 
theſe parts. As Mr. Elem is the only farmer in 
the iſland who does not labour with his own 
hands, ſo he often meets with a contradictory 
{pirit in his working- people, who are apt to think, 
that their toil mutt make them more ſkilful in 
huſbandry than their idle maſter. His cows and 
oxen are diſtinguiſhed as ſuperior to thoſe of the 
reſt of the iſland, which, however, are, in general, 
very good. His ſheep are of the beſt ſort. Their 
woot 1 is eaſily fold at the price of a _ of a 

| | 8 
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a the ä and each fleece yields two 
pounds and a half. In ſummer he keeps from | 
one hundred to one hundred and fifty, but in 


winter reduces this number to ſixty. From the 
firſt of December to the fifteenth of May, he 
keeps his cows and oxen in ſtalls; but that 18 
not the general practice of the farmers in the 


iſland. Either from poverty or prejudice, moſt 
of them have no cow-houſes. They put up their 


hay in the meadows; and give daily, in winter, 


a certain quantity of it to the cattle in the open 


fields. There falls ſo little ſnow in the iſle, that 
no great harm ſeems to reſult from this practice. 
Only the horſes and the milch-cows are ſtalled 


in winter. 


The cheeſe of Rhode INand 3 is famous through- 


out all America; but the only cheeſe which theſe 


parts now furniſh for exportation is from the iſles 


of Connanicut and Block, which make part of 


this ſtate. On Rhode-Iſland itſelf, few of the far- 


mers keep ſuch a number as to produce more 


cheeſe than is neceſſary for their domeſtic uſe. 


The following reaſons are aſſigned for the po- ö 
verty of the farmers of Rhode-Iſland. It is uſual 


for the young people, at the age of thirteen, to 


leave the family of their parents, and to go into 
the ſervice of others. The parents find it yain to 
cndeay our to detain them; for, if not permitted 
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to,do as others do, they will not work at home. 
In conſequence, other labourers are to be hured ; 


and that accumulation of ſtock is materially hin- 
dered which might be beſt produced by the joint 


labour of a whole family, without hired aſſiſtance. 
Beſides, ſo many are diſpoſed to become farmers 


for themſelves, even without any adequate ſtock, | 
that labourers are not to be procured for any rea- 
ſonable hire, even in caſes of the moſt urgent ne- 
ceſſity. 2. It is a diſadvantage allo; to the agri- 
culture of this territory, that it is every where ad- 


jacent to the ſea, The young people have, in 


confequence of this, been long accuſtomed to pre- 
fer a ſeafaring life to huſbandry, becauſe the for- 
mer affords higher wages in money, and is more 
grateful to the roving ſpirit of inexperienced youth. 
Even the reſident farmers are tempted to join the 
fiſhing with the toils of huſbandry, as the fiſhing | 
affords, at all times in the year, a very plenitiiut | 
ſapply for the nouriſhment of their families. They, 
conſcquently, take little care to improve the ſoit 
to its higheſt pitch of cultivation. The ſame 
thing may be ſaid of the inhabitants along all the 
fea-coaſt of America. 3. There is a want of a 
regular and profitable market for the ſuperfluous 
produce of the iſle. There is, indeed, a market- 
place in the town of Newport; but the farmers 


rarely bring their grain hither for ſalc; nor do 


thoſe 


is 
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ld who are in want of it reſort to this market 


to ſupply themſelves. The farmers bring their 
fleſh, corn, beans, and peaſe to the town, and 


there place it in houſes for ſale. When pur- 
chaſers do not appear; as 13 often the caſe ; the 
quantity is far from being ſufficiently conſider- 
able to become an eat” of commercial ſpecu- 
lation for foreign export, to the merchants. 


1 There is ſuch an extreme ſcarcity of wood, 


that no farmer who is in want of it, can ſupply 


himſelf at a leſs price than four or five dollars a 
cord. In conſequence of this want of trees, the 


whole ifland is too much expoſed to the winds, 
which often blow over it with a very troubleſome 


violence. There has been a remarkable differ- 


ence in the produce of fruit upon the farms of 


this iſle, ever fince the great trees were deſtroyed . 
by the Engliſh during the war. 5. The elections 
to all places in the government, and to the 


legiſlative repreſentation, are renewed every ſix 
months; and the frequent journies and public 


meetings which theſe occaſion, ſeem. to with- 


draw the attention of theſe 3 in too great a 
degree, from their huſbandry. 6. Laſtly, the 
people of Rhode-lfland are fingularly illiterate. 
Scarcely has the whole iſland a ſingle well con- 


ducted free-ſchool ; ſuch is the oppoſition of pre- 


Judice to every thing of this nature, The public 
VI 
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eeabitls: of ther mall ſtate of Rhode-Ifland are itn - 


greater diſorder than thoſe of any one elſe; and 
this diſorder is a primary cauſe of the ignorance 


of its inhabitants: ſo that all their defects in the 
reſpect of knowledge, are plainly to be chad 
to the miſconduct of their rulers. 


The price of land varies, throughout this iſland, 
fav five and twenty to five and thirty dollars an 


acre. It has remained the ſame for theſe fix 
years; and its riſe ſeems to be prevented by the 


exorbitant price of labour. In the townſhip of 
Newport, land is fold ſomewhat dearer than 


_ elſewhere. 


Approaching Newport, you ſee the hes 
where the Engliſh long remained, when they 
were maſters of the town. They ſeized thoſe 
heights at the moment of their landing. 

Newport is accounted the chief town of the 
ſtate of Rhode-Ifland. It is the moſt ancient ; 
the deputics of the ſtate hold their aſſemblies in 
it 2 but Providence is more populous, and carries 
on'a more conſiderable trade. Before the war, 
there were in Newport ten thouſand inhabitants; 
in Providence, not more than one thouſand. 
Providence now contains ſeven thouſand; New- 
port, but five thouſand inhabitants. Many of the 
richer inhabitants of Newport have deſerted it, 
A number of families forſaking this town in the 

time 
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time of the revolution, while it was in the poſ- 


ſeſſion of the Engliſh, retired to Providence, and 


{cttiing there, have never ſince been induced to 


change their reſidence. Thoſe, on the other 
hand, who were attached to the cauſe of Eng- 
land, went away with the Engliſh troops, when 


theſe were obliged to evacuate the iſland, Poli- 


| tical diſſentions, which long diſtracted Rhode- 
Mand, contributed farther to this deſertion of 


Newport. It is only within theſe laſt two or 


three years, that its trade has begun to revive. 
It has twelve veſſels of ſome conſiderable bur- 
then, engaged in the trade to Europe; two or 
three which ſail to the coaſt of Guinea for car- 

goes of negroes, which they bring for ſale to Geor- 
gia and the Weſt-India iſles; forty more, which 


are employed in the coaſting-trade,' and ſail only 
for the colonies. The coaſting-trade is that which 


the people of this town chiefly prefer. The 

amount of the exports from Newport was, in 
1791, of the value of two hundred and ſeventeen 
thouſand three hundred and ninety- -four dollars; 
in 1792, two hundred and ſixty thouſand three 
hundred and thirty-ſeven dollars; in 1793, two 
hundred and forty-ſeven thouſand eight hundred 
and fifty dollars; in 1794, three hundred and 
_ cleven thouſand one hundred and ninety-five dol- 
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lars; in 1795, three hundred and ſeventeen thou- 


ſand eight hundred and ſixty dollars. 
Barley is the principal article of agricultural 


produce, which it furniſhes for exportation. The 


ales of Connanicut, Patience, and a third that 
lies in the bay, are uſually ſown. with corn, in 
preference to any other article of crop. Some 


little wood from that part of the ſtate which is 


contiguous to the main-land, as well as in an 
adjacent part of Maſſachuſetts ; and large quan- 
tities of flax, an article, much cultivated here; 


arc annually exported out of Newport. 'The bar- 


ley exported from Rhode-Iſland, is freighted rather 


on board the ſhips from Prov dence, than in thoſe 


from Newport. The ſhips from Providence carry 
it chiefly into the ſouthern ſtates, trom which 
they bring, in return, other cargoes, either to 
ſome port in the United States, to Europe, or 


to the Weſt - India ifles. 


The houſes of Newport are almoſt all very 
ſmall, and miſerably bad: they are of wood, and 
not painted. In the town, every thing wears the 
appearance of decay; but the harbour has a ſhew 


of opulence and active commerce. The vicinity 
of the ſea, the ſpaciouſneſs and ſecurity of the 


road, its caſineſs of acceſs, and its convenient 
azian, render i @ very commodious ſhelter for 
| | . 
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veſſels going from the ſouthern parts of the main= 
land of America, towards the northern, or from 
the north ſouthwards. It is indeed. more fre- 
quented than any other port, by foreign ſhips. 
Newport, with all theſe advantages, ſeems to be 
naturally deſtined to become a harbour for ſhips 
of war; whenever the United States ſnall aſſume 
the conſequence of a Naval Power. It will then, 
no doubt, be more carefully fortified, than at pre- 
ſent. A fort on Goat-lfland, and a battery on 
the oppoſite ſhore, are the only means of defence 
which it poſſeſſes at preſent, and are certainly ina- 
dequate to protect its entrance. The firſt power 
with which the States ſhould be at war, would 
find theſe unable to oppoſe any naval force which 
it ſhould ſend to occupy the harbour. Goat- 

Iſland has been ceded by the ſtate of Rhode- Hand 
to the United States. 
In Rhode-Iſland there is the ſame fol of 
religious worſhip and opinions, as in Pennſylvania. ' 
| Baptiſts and Quakers are the moſt prevailing ſects; 
but the people in general, in this ifland, are far 
from being religious overmuch. In the whole iſland, 
which is fifteen miles long and three miles broad, 
there is no church, except at Newport and to 
this the country- people do not reſort above four 
times in the year. The people of this ſtate are 
reputed to be indolent, GI and litigious. 
Theſe 
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Theſe faults of character, if juſtly imputed, are 
| ſufficient to account for their poverty. There is 
ſaid to be a great uncertainty of political opinions 

in Rhode-lfland : they were not unfavourable to 
the abominable tyranny of Robeſpierre; they are 

far leſs friendly to France ſince the guilt of that 
_ tyranny has been ſuppreſſed, and order reſtored. 
Before the war, there were many opulent inha- = 
bitants in Rhode-Ifland : at preſent, only the ruins 
of their houſes, and the traces of their former in- 
cloſures, remain to be ſeen. The houſes are either 
deſolate, or are inhabited in their leaſt ruinous 
parts, by people who, on account of the ſmall- 
neſs of their capitals, their diſlike to labour, and 
many other reaſons, are much inferior in condi- 
tion to the people of the other parte of New . 
land. 
In the high-church of Newport, then is a mo- 


nument erected by the order of Louis the ſix- _ 


teenth, to the Chevalicr de TERNAV. He was 
commander of the flect which conveyed M. Ro- 

COAMBEAU and the French army to America. 
He died at Newport 1 in the ycar 1780. The in- 
ſcription is in a very ſimple ſtyle, and ſpeaks very 
much in honour of M. de Ternay, | 

The State of Rhode-Ifland is very proud of 
having given birth to General Green, one of the 
| ts if 1 not abſolutely the greateſt, of Ame— 
rican 
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rican generals. He was, by birth, Aa G and 
was a reſpectable trader in Newport. But, for 
the ſake of liberty, he quickly ſhook off the pre- 
judices of his ie, and abandoned his buſineſs. 
He went, in the very beginning of the war, to 
contend againſt Britiſh oppreſſion. In the whole 
courſe of this memorable war, there was not a 
battle, not a ſkirmiſh, in which Green did not 
diſtinguiſh himſelf by ſignal valour, and extraor- 
dinary military talents. His ſound and difcern- 

ing mind rendered often the moſt important ſer- 
| vices in the Council. He is, above all, famous 
for his expedition into the ſouthern ſtates, in the 
year-1781. At the head of a ſmall force of not 
more than one thouſand or one thouſand. one 
hundred men, ſcarcely clad, raw, and animated 
by nothing ſo much as by their confidence in Ge- 
neral Green perſonally ; he, by a variety of the 
moſt ſkilful ſtratagems, and plans of annoyance, 
and by the exertion. of extraordinary courage, 
forced the Engliſh to retire gradually from the 
provinces of Upper Virginia, North Carolina, and 
almoſt all South Carolina; delivering the injured, 
harraſſed, and ſcattered inhabitants of thoſe deſo- 
lated territories, from the miſery and oppreſſion 
under which they had long groancd. He reſtored 
the unhappy fugitives to their habitations, and 
Coupes the Engliſh to retire into York and 
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Charleſtown, where they were ſoon finally van⸗ 
1 5 by the joint arms of the French and Ame- 


ricans. Green, no leſs humane 1 in victory, than 


brave and enterpriſing i in warfare, tained his tri- 


umph with no atrocities, notwithſtanding the pro- 


* 


voking example Which had been ſet by the Eng- 
liſh. He was the ardent friend of liberty, without 
taying aſide, on this account, all reſpect to natural 


| juſtice and humanity. His whole life was ſpent 


in a continued train of y irtuous actions. After 
theſe illuſtrious deeds in the field, he was hailed 
as the deliverer of the ſouthern ſtates, and receiv- 

ed the thanks of the Congreſs, He died within 


a few years after the eſtabliſhment of American 


freedom, The Congreſs erected, at the public 
expence, a monument in honour of his patriotiſm, 
his virtues, and his talents; and in fo doing, gra- 
tified the earneſt deſire of all true-hearted Ame- 
ricans. 248 
The State of Rhode- Iland "ne likewiſe, an- 


other eminent perſon, whoſe military talents and 


valorous activity diſtinguiſhed him, on the one 


hand, though not ſo much as did his notorious 


perſidy and baſeneſs on the other. This Was the 


traitor AX*F##, þ He was, before the war, a tra- 
der and dealer in cattle, as I have been aſſured: 


+ LATER ** 3 is, however, well known to have been a na- 
tive of Norwich in Connecticut. —T ranſlator. 


He 
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He eſpouſed, with great ardour, the cauſe of his 
native country. He quickly diſtinguiſhed | him- 
ſelf by the expedition into Canada, and by that 
famous and daring march through the weſtern 
parts of the prov ince of Maine to the river of St. 
Lorenzo, a tract which had been, hitherto, ac- 


eounted macceſſible to an army. A was 


one of the inferior commanders under General 
Gates, and had a thare 1 in the glory of the fortu- 


nate day of Saratoga. In many . engagements} 
previous to the great and deciſive events of that 


day, he had greatly diſtinguiſhed himſelf. Soon 
after, the unprincipled AEK, being corrupted 
by Engliſh gold, to his eternal infamy, became; 


towards the cloſe of a war in which he had fo 


gallantly fought, the worſt enemy of his native 


country. He deſired, no doubt, to preſerve his 


rank, and expected as much, as was clear from 
the confidence with which he ſolicited it. But 


the Engliſh government, though they could avail 
themſelyes of treachery, abhorred the traitor. 
Arab lives with a large or a ſmall penſion, 


God knows in what corner of England, covered 


with ignominy, and aware, that his name is never 


pronounced by his fellow-countrymen without ab- 


horrence, and that he muſt ever be deteſted as 


the treacherous, though unſucceſsful betrayer of 


American freedom. What will the Americans 


do 


——— a 
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* do to me, 0 I fall into their hands?” ſaid he once 
to a priſoner. They will take away that leg from 
| you, which you broke in their ſervice, and bury 
it honourably,” anſwered the priſoner, 4 * 
by the other, they will hang you up as a traitor.” 
After ſpending an evening at the houſe of SA 
MUEL EL EM in the country, and after halting for 
an hour in Newport, I went gladly on board a 
ſchooner belonging to Boſton, to take my paſſage 
to Providence. I was to return within the ſpace 
of two days from that town; as I expected my 
| horſe to arrive within this time; and propoſed 
11 then to proceed towards New London, along the 


ö . great bay by which Rhode-Ifland is ſeparated 
11 from the main-land. The wind, though fair 
1 When we ſet ſail, veered about within the ſpace 
| | = of an hour, ſo that we were forced to return to 
A a 3 Newport. after having been three hours tacking 
3 about at ſea, without advancing two miles on our 
= voyage. I paſſed the reſt of the day in Newport, 
| with my friend Samuel Elem, the beſt of Qua- 
5 kers, and the worthieſt of men. He is a bachelor, 
wy rich, fond of 1 and of rural life. 
14 | 
Fl 14d Eo BRS TOL. —WARREN. 
þ TH bf Worthy Samuel Elem ſtill inſiſted upen s 
| 0 bt the honours of the country towards me. , On Sa- 
I turday, the 24th, he pongucted me to the extre- 
1 mity 


— 
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2 mity of the iſland, where I might obtain a paſ- 
ſage to Briſtol. His politeneſs was joined to an 


_ engaging ſimplicity of manners, extremely differs 
ent from that roughneſs and dryneſs of addreſs, 
which are uſually attributed to the Quakers.” 


Although I travelled by a way different from 
that by which I had entered the iſland, yet 1 
could perceive no remarkable diverſity, in ewher 


the appearance of the dwelling-houſes, the culti- 


vation of the ſoil, or the general character of the 


huſbandry. The proſpect of the bay, of the iſlets 
with which it is interſperſed, and the main-land 
contiguous to the bay, is extremely pleaſing. The 
paſſage from the ifland to Briſtol is a mile in 
breadth ; it is crofled in a ferry-boat with a ſingle 
tail; it is large, deep, and ſecure: the only incon- 
venience attending it is, that horſes: cannot be 


eaſily brought on board it; my horſe was conſi- | 


derably hurt in the attempt. 


On the oppoſite ſhore, as far as to W a 


diſtance of ſix or ſeven miles, the land is more 


ſandy, and more ſtony, than in the iſland: but, 
it yields great quantities of fruit and of pulſe, that 


is reputed to be of very excellent quality. 
Briſtol is a ſmall ſca-port town lying on the 

bay. It carries on ſome trade to the Antilles. 

In the year 1775, the houſes were almoſt all burnt 


to the ground by Captain x, who commanded 


a {mall 
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a ſmall Engliſh ſquadron. They have been ro 
built, 'and are now more numerous than before 
that diſaſter. 
Warren is nearly ſuch another pos as 
1 Briſtol; eight or ten ſhips a year are built in it. 
Barrington, another ſmall ſea- port town, Which 
is divx ided from Warren only by a river of its own 
name, was begun to be built in the year 1769, 
and confiſts now of about one hundred and fifty 
good houſes. Some few merchants refide in thelc 
three ſea-port towns; but the ſhips belonging to 
4 them are for the moſt part employed in the trade 
WIN from Providence. Theſe ſmall villages are much 
My , better built than Newport. The value of land 
39 has riſen here to at leaſt three times as much as 
* it formerly was, according to an eſtimate founded 
| upon the preſent amount of the taxes. — 
Two mules beyond Warren, the road turns to 
Providence iti Maſſachuſetts. The land is there, 
| for ſeveral miles, ſo ſandy and boggy, that no 
Wil - ſtones can be found for fences. On the other 
hand, wood is ſo ſcarce, and ſo coſtly, that it can 
as little be applied to this uſe as ſtones. Yet the 
fields are encloſed with fences, which, to two- 
thirds of the height, are formed of turfs, With 
croſs-bars of timber above. In other places Where 
ſtones are not ſo ſcarce, the fences are formed 
one: half of ſtones, one half of wood. | 
11 r 
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* E61 not Sethe it might be, that the 1 in- 


formation which I received in Newport, im- 


preſſed me with unfavourable prejudices againſt 
the people of Rhode-Iſland: but I could not help 
thinking, that, in the ſhort part of my way which 
now led through the ſtate of Maſſachuſetts, I re- 


ceived much more obliging anſwers to my enqui- 5 


ries, than in the diſtrict which I had left. 


I had, however, no reaſon to complain of my 
reception with Mos Es BROWN, to whom I had 


a letter of introduction from William Ruſh. He 


lives in a farm not far from the upper bridge over 
Deacon's River, on the way to Providence. Moſes 
Brown is a very ſtrict Quaker; became a Quaker 


upon conviction; and has been ſuch for the ſpace 5 


of forty years. He acquired a conſiderable for- 
tune in trade, of which he has reſigned the greater 
part to his ſon; and he himſelf now lives in quiet 
ceſſation from buſineſs, tranſacting nothing of 
that ſort upon his own account. Notwithſtand- 
ing the ruſtic ſimplicity of his manners, he ſeemed 


to be'a very worthy man. He prefſed me to ſtay | 
with him for the evening, telling me, that he did 


not ak me in the way of empty compliment, 
but that if he had not deſired my company, he 
would not have given me the invitation. I ex- 
cuſed myſelf, dy mentioning, that as I had but 


very little time to ſpend at Providence, and as 
D . the 
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the weather, though generally uncertain, was now 


fair, I muſt, therefore, avail myſelf of the ent 


moment, and proceed on my journey. 


The environs of Prov idence are more intereſt- 


| ing than thoſe of Newport : and they give to an 


approaching traveller, very favourable ideas of the 
town which he is about to enter. The hill at the 


| foot of which the town lies, and over which you 


muſt paſs into it, is interſected into two parts by 


a paved road, which has a ſlow and gcntle de- 


ſcent. The town lies on both ſides of the river: 
a well- conſtructed bridge affords a ready com- 


munication between its two diviſions. Lofty, 


well-built and well-furmiſhed houſes, are numer- | 

aus in this town, Which is becoming continually | 
larger : and the proſpect of an encreaſe of wealth 
and populouſneſs, has induced the inhabitants to 
ſet apart a conſiderable extent oſ the adjacent hill 
ſor new buildings. The trade of Providence, as 
L mentioned above, is four or five times as great 


as that of Newport. Its exports are partly from 


this ſtate, and in part from Maſſachuſetts and 


Connecticut. A diſtillery, perhaps the greateſt in 


the American States, extenſive manufactures of 


nails and of other forged iron- work, contribute 
much to the exportation from this place. 


In the courſe of this laſt year, endea vours have 


i been made to introduce the manufacture of cot 
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ton-yarn and ſtuffs into Providence. The au- 


| thor of this undertaking ſays, that he finds it al- 
_ ready profitable: But I ſhould ſuſpect this to be, 


rather the boaſt of ſanguine expectation, and of 


ſelf.conceit, than the actual truth of the facts. All 


machines in America are indeed more or leſs pro- 


fitable: but the machinery which requires work- 
men to be employed about it, is by no means to 
be compared with that of Europe, where a truly 


good workman gets one-half leſs than in America, 


| eſpecially 1 in its ſca-port towns.* 805 
There are ſome ſhips from Providence engaged . 
in the accurſed traffic of negroes, in contempt of 


the orders of Congreſs, by which it has been for- 
bidden. The merchants concerned in this trade 


perſuade themſelves, that Congreſs cannot alter 
the Conſtitution; and therefore think, that in 
ſpite of whatever Congreſs thall order, they may 
Continue the flave-trade tall 1808, the year fixed 
in the Conſtitution for its final ceſſation. They 


allege farther, that every ſtate poſſeſſes a right to 


decide for itſelf in regard to this traffic; and that 


the ſtate of | Rhode-Iſland has not, as yet, made 
any enactment againſt it. They therefore pur- 


chaſe negròes, and carry them to ſale in Georgia, 


* Farther details concerning the trade of this place, with 


an account of the trade and conſtitution of Rhode · Iland, 5 
| my be ſeen in the journal of the tour of 1796. 
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where there is no prohibition of any ſort againſt 
he trade. Nearly twenty ſhips from the harbours 
of the United States are employed in the impor- 
tation of negroes to Geargia, and to the Weſt- 
India iſles. 
I am ſurpriſed, that, while thee. is ſo 3 
and general a diſapprobation of this whole trade, 
and while it is in ſuch direct contradiction to the 
ſpirit of freedom, and to the predominant ſenti- 


. i | ments throughout America, Congreſs ſhould neg- 
1 2 le& to interpoſe, and entirely ſuppreſs it here. I 

, . informed, that this is about to happen: But : 
|. it is likewiſe to be owned, that the merchants of 
|  Rhode-Ifland carry on the flave-trade in a way 


leſs offenſive to humanity, than that in which it 

E conducted by the merchants of Europe. They 

| take but one negro for every ton of the ſhip; 
while the Engliſh merchants, it is ſaid, take from 

dne and a half to two negroes a ton. Even in 


i © ſetters, the negroes have more room, and ſuffer 

8 leſs. The ſhips engaged in this trade are uſually 

i not very large; and the negroes, as 1 was aſſured, 

wh commonly arrive at the place of their deſtination 
in good health. 


There goes but a ſingle veſlel from Prmidence 

to the whale-fiſhery. Ill ſucceſs has occaſioned 

ſome others, which were formerly employed in 

the ſame. n to be withdrawn from it. The 
maritime 
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| maritime traffic from Providence is principally 1 
that to China, and to Nootka Sound. The aug- 
mentation of the number of the ſhips belonging 
to this port, the increaſe, and the improved ele- 
gance of the buildings, is more the conſequence 
of the growing wealth of the people of the place, 
than of any new reſort of foreigners to ſettle here. 

This ſmall Nate, fituate in the middle of New 
England, differs much from that ſtate, by peculi- 
arity of cuſtoms, uſages, and opinions, which, 
whether good or bad, have neceſſarily a great in- 
fluence upon the government. There ſeems to be 

a general deſire for a change of the conſtitution 
of Rhode-Iſland. 5 

The population of this whole: Rate amounts to 
about ſixty- eight thouſand ſouls. The higheſt 
amount of the taxes is twenty-thouſand dollars 
in the year. When it is conſidered, that the Go- 
vernor's falary is only ſix hundred and ſixty- ſix 
dollars and two-thirds; and that the members of 
the aſſembly receive no ſalary; this moderate ſum 
will not be thought inadequate to the purpoſes to 
which it is to be applied. Newport furniſhes three 
thouſand nine hundred and ſixteen dollars, two- 
thirds of this ſum ; and Providence contributes 
ſeven thouſand one hundred and twenty dollars. 
The taxes paid by the country are nearly equal to 
thoſe from the towns. There are but few poor. 
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to be maintained by public charity, in it. The 
_ - Quakers are not much in favour here. They 
have an auſterity in their appearance, an extrava- 
gance in their principles, and an oddity in this 
Nate. The roads are repaired by the common 
labour of the inhabitants. No extraordinary ex- 
. pence is ever applied to the improvement of the 
roads. The ſtate is ſo ſmall, that theſe people give 
themſelves very little concern about highways. 
In travelling, they call the roads good or bad, 
without farther care. When there is any thing 
of indiſpenſible neceſſity to be done to them, they 
_ thenraiſe a voluntary ſubſcription to accompliſh: it. 
- Phe number of people really opulent in this 
ſtate, is not conſiderable; nor is the number much 
greater of thoſe who affect the appearance of 
wealth; for this laſt is prevented by the demo- 
cratical ſpirit of the conſtitution, and by the tone 
of public opinion throughout the country. There 
are, beſides, certain taxes impoſed, particularly 
upon thoſe who live in a ſumptuous ſtyle, There 
is in Providence a college for the education of 
youth in the different branches of learning; but 
ſo far is it from being very eminent or in high re- 
putation, that they who wiſh to give their chil- 
dren a good education, ſend them to Maſſachu- 
ſetts or Connecticut. The funds for the ſupport 
of this college Were beſtowed —_ by Baptiſts ; - 
in 
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m conſequence of which it is ſettled, that the 
preſident, and the greater part of the other teach- . 
ers, muſt belong to that religion; and they are, 
therefore, chiefly young perſons of the Baptiſt ſect 
who are educated in it. The Quakers are not 
much in favour here. They have an auſterity in 
their appearance, an extravagance in their princi- 
ples, and an oddity in their cuſtoms, and even in' 
their dreſs, which, in my opinion, differ widely 
and diſadyantageoully from the amiable ſimplicity 
of the character and manners of the Quakers of 
Philadelphia. 
But here, as elſewhere, the Quakers ſtrongly _ 
| diſapprove ot ſlavery, and of the traffic in Negroes. 
On this account they are looked on with an evil 
eye by the ſlave owners; becauſe the ſmallneſs of 
the ſtate renders it exceedingly eaſy for the ſlaves 
receiving any encouragement to that effect, to 
make their eſcape from their maſters. | 
In Providenee there are ſome rich merchants, 
who expend their wealth by living in a conſider- 
ably ſumptuous ſtyle. Such are Meſſrs. CLARK 
and NIGHTINGALE, I had a letter of introduc- 
tion to them, The former received me very hoſ- 
pitably, and ſeemed to be a man of ſound intel- 
ligence, and conſiderable information. By him 
I was introduced to an inhabitant of the town, 
who had lately returned from France. This man 
ſpoke ſtrongly againſt the revolution, and the 
4 crimes 
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crimes to which it had given birth. He, at the 


ſame time, related, that at the Caſtle of Vin- 


cennes, he had obtained an excellent bargain of 
the property of an emigrant, and named others 


who had been as great gainers as he, by the pro- 
ſcriptions and confiſcations ; [ know not the gen- 
tleman's name; if I did, I ſhould think it * 


duty to make it public. 


The richeſt merchant in Providence is JoHN. 
Brow, brother to Moſes Brown, the Quaker 
above mentioned. In one part of the town he 
has accompliſhed things that, even in Europe, 


would appear conſiderable. At his own expence 


he has opened a paſſage through a hill'to the river, 


and has there built wharts, houſes, an extenſive 


diſtillery, and even a bridge, by which the road 
from Newport to Providence is ſhortened by at 
leaſt a mile. He has ſold many of his houſes, At 


his Wharfs are a number of veſſels, which are con- 


ſtantly receiving or diſcharging cargoes. In his 


diſtillery he maintains a great number of oxen, 


the labour of which is extremely uſeful, and a 


great ſaving of expence to him. I had no letter 


of introduction to him; and my ſtay in Provi- 


dence was too ſhort to admit of my becoming 
acquainted with him. I exceedingly regretted to 
find myſelf obliged to leave the town, without 


converling with a man, the extent of whoſe cſta- 


bliſhments, and the fucceſs of whoſe trade, evince 
11 him 
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him to be a perſon of extraordinary rt 5 


and enlargement of mind. 

At Providence, and throu ghout the 1 ſtate, 
the produce of the land is nearly the ſame as in 
the iſland. It yields of maize from fifteen to 
twenty buſhels an acre, and of other produce in 
proportion. There are two churches in Provi- 
dence, one for Anabaptiſts, another for Preſbyte- 


rians. They are diſtinguiſhed for the neatneſs 
and ſimplicity in their ſtructure and decorations. 


The wages to ſhip-carpenters and other la- 
bourers are nearly the ſame in Newport and Pro- 


vidence, as in New Bedford, But Negroes are 


_ almoſt the only ſervants to be ſeen. 
The ſtate of Rhode-Ifland, and oartieniall 


the iſland, have ſuffered a conſiderable Joſs of po- 


pulation by emigration to the newly occupied 
lands, and in particular to Canada. Fewer in 
proportion have gone from Maſſachuſetts than 
from this ſtate. Beſides, Maſſachuſctts is receiv- 
ing a continual influx of new inhabitants. There 


are banks in both theſe ſtates. That of Newport 


is of recent erection. Its notes are generally for 
one dollar each. 


SCITUATE AND FISH'S TAVERN. 


. Scituate i is a townſhip. Fiſh's Tavern, where 


I paſſed Sunday, is at the diſtance of twenty-ſix 


miles 
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miles from the town. The watt thither, leads 
over hills, is ſtony, rugged, and indeed as bad as 
a road can poſſibly be. The farther you proceed 
on the way from the Providence, ſo much the 
more barren is the appearance of the ſoil, and 


ſo much poorer and more unfrequent are the 


dwelling-houſes. There 1s an extenſive tract of 
wood, conſiſting chiefly of dwarfiſh oaks, firs, and 


birches. The meadows are indifferent, and un- 


improved by culture ; yet ſome pretty good cat- 
tle are to be ſeen upon them. Sometimes n . 
meadows open in the midſt of the wood; i 


other inſtances they are only adjacent to it. 


Some of the ſmall rivers put in motion ſaw-mills, 
and iron-works, which have been crected upon 
them; yet all has an air of poverty and mean- 


neſs. Some beautiful vales are ſeen as one travels 


along this road. The weather is ſo rainy, that 


even the worſt meadows diſplay an extraordinary 
luxuriance of graſs for this time of the year. 


On my arrival at the inn, I found there Mr. 
TRUMBULL, a member of Congreſs, who was 
on a journey with his family. I had ſeen him 


once before i in hn. | 


NORWICH AND NEW LONDON. 


After paſſing Fiſh's Tavern, I found my way 


not Pte. fo bad, for about ſeven .miles farther, 


ſtill 
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ſtill within the territory of Rhode-Ifland, and 
through a tract of country nearly ſimilar to that 


by which I had come hither. When I had en- 
tered the confines of Connecticut, I found both 


the land and the roads in a better condition. On 
the borders the ſoil is nearly the ſame, but in a 
better ſtate of cultivation. The houſes, indeed, 


are not greatly better. Vet both theſe and the 
fields, the farther you advance, aſſume a more 


advantageous appearance. There are a good many 
ſtreams of moderate breadth; and though along 
the whole road the land be light and ſandy, yet 
the hay-ſtacks are frequent and large, and the 
number of the cattle muſt, of courſe, be conſi- 
derable. At Norwich are a number of mills, 


forges, and ſaw-works. This ſmall town lies on 


a creek or river, which falls into the river Thames, 


juſt where that river begins to be navigable. The 


harbour lies at about two miles diſtance. 


From Norwich to New London the ſoil is bet- 


ter, though {till light. The ſurface of the coun- 
try 18 diverſified by ſeveral vales, through which 
various ſmall rivers, creeks, and ſtreamlets, diſ- 
charge their waters into the Thames. Clumps of 
trees, like thoſe in England, are ſcattered over all 
| the fields. The proſpect is not extenſive, but 


ſmiling and agreeable. The houſes are larger, and 


more handſomely decorated. The inhabitants are 
better 
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better clad, and make as good an appearance as 


thoſe of Maflachuſetts. One part of the road is 
in a very good ſtate of repair, and a toll is ex- 
acted for horſes and Waggons paſſing along it. 
The navigation of the river admits veſſels of an 


hundred tons burthen to come up as far as Nor- 


wich; and this, with the trade of New London, 
gives an air of activity and animation to the whole 
country adjacent. You enter the town by a paſ- 
age cut over the declivity of a hill; perhaps leſs 
carefully finiſhed than that at Providence, yet not 


precipitous, and far from being bad. 
New London lies on the banks of the river, at 


two mules diſtance from the ſea. Its principal 


ſtreet is a mile in length. The houſes do not 
ſtand cloſe together; but the intervals between 


them are ſmall, and are every day more and more 


filled up with new buildings. An adjacent ſtreet, 


running parallel to the main ſtreet, contains ſeve- 


ral conſiderable and handſome houſes. New Lon- 


don was burnt in the year 1781, by the Engliſh, 
under the direction of the ** ARNOLD; 


and the damage done on that occaſion was equal 
to the ſum of five hundred thouſand dollars. It 
is at preſent among the towns of the fourth order; 


and though it be environed with rocks, its aſpect 


is E agrecable. 
New London 1s reckoned the principal r 
| town 
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town in Connecticut. The anchorage is ſafe; 
the depth of water conſiderable ; the entrance 
difficult. The harbour is protected by the two 


forts of —Greſworth, on the eaſt banks of the 
Thames, —and Trumbull, on the oppoſite bank 
on which the town ſtands. I ſaw only the W 
which is in a bad condition. 


But, attention to theſe Wies cuttone is the leſs : 


neceſſary, on account of the ſmallneſs of the river. 
Ships belonging to Norwich take in their cargoes 


at New London; thoſe which exceed one hun- 


dred and twenty tons burthen, take their . 
in Connecticut River, at Newhaven. | 


In regard to the cuſtom-houſe, the diſtrict of 


New London lately extended to Connecticut 
River. The repreſentations of the merchants on 


the latter river, to the laſt ſeſſion of Congreſs, 
procured the port of this river to be erected into 


a new commercial diſtrict; and the diſtrict of 
New London to be limited to the ports of New 


London, Norwich, and Stonington, a ſmall port 
on the river Stoneg, i in that part of Connecticut 
which is adjacent to Rhode- Iſland. The diſtri 
of New London employs, at preſent, about ſix 

thouſand tons of ſhipping in the foreign trade, : 
an equal quantity in the coaſting trade, and fix 
or ſeven ſmall veſſels which belong to Stoning- 
ton, and are engaged in the capture of ſtock fiſhes. | 


The 
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The veſſels belonging to the foreign trade are, at 
an average, of one hundred and ten tons burthen 
each. Thoſe in the coaſting trade are veſſels of 
eighty tons. The exports from New London 
were, in the year 1791, five hundred and eight 
| thouſand nine hundred and ninety-three dollars 
in value; in 1792, five hundred and nineteen 
thouſand three hundred and thirty-three dollars; 
in 1793, five hundred and forty- eight thouſand 
ſix hundred and fifty- eight dollars; in 1794, five 
hundred and fixty-three thouſand four hundred 
and ſixty- eight dollars; in 1795, five hundred and 
ſeventeen thouſand eight hundred and ehr 
dollars. 

The exports from New Lond are font, al- 
moſt all, to the Weſt India iſles. They conſiſt 
of horſes, dried beef and pork, mules, fowls, cat- 
tle of all ſorts, beans and peaſe, timber, butter, 
cheeſe, and ſalt fiſh. Theſe articles are named 
here in the order of the quantities in which they 
are exported : that of which there is the greateſt 
proportion exported, being named firſt ; and that 
laſt, of which the exportation is the . ſmalleſt. 
| Horſes and black cattle are reared in great num- 
bers in this ſtate; but a great proportion of thoſe 
which are hence exported, come from the north- 
ern ſtates of New York, Verna New pp” : 
1 and Maſſachuſetts. 


The 
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| The negligence of the merchants of Albany, 
which ſuffers a profitable trade to be carried away 
from them; and the activity of the ſailors and 
merchants of New London, in lading and unlad- 
ing their veſſels; are the principal cauſes which 
enable the people of this port to engroſs ſo much 
of a traffic ſo advantageous. It is affirmed, that 
though the cattle be crowded together in the yeſ- 
ſels, to an incredible number, not one out of an 
hundred dies in the paſſage. The ſhip- owner ſup- 
plies the fodder, which is always the beſt that can 
be procured. The captain has a certain monthly 
hire, but no ſhare in the profits of the freight; 
only, when he is intruſted with the charge of the 
ſale in the iſlands, he then receives five per cent 
commiſſion. 
All the cattle exported from Norwich, ad 
a alſo thoſe from Connecticut River, come by 
land to New London, and are there put on board 
ſuch veſſels as are ready to receive them. Salted 
pork and beef, butter and cheeſe, are likewiſe ex- 
ported from this harbour, in large quantities, to 
the other ſtates. Many of the ſhips which con- 
vey theſe cargocs, take returning cargoes to Eu- 
rope, or to the colonies. The whole exportation 
to Europe conſiſts of not more than a dozen ſhip's. 
cargoes a year, which go to England or Ireland, 
and conſiſt of wood, lintſeed, potatoes, pearl-aſhes, 


and 
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and ſamac, which a merchant of this port pre- 
pares for exportation, by an invention of his o.]n, 
for the ſole benefit of which he enjoys a patent 
right for the ſpace of fifteen years. The ſumac 
_ grows in great plenty on the uncleared grounds. 
It is firft cut into ſmall pieces, and dried, then 
reduced to a coarſe powder, and in this condition 
applied to the purpoſes of dyeing. It is ſold at 
the rate of eighteen dollars and one-third a barrel; 
and for theſe laſt two years there have been ex- 
ch not leſs than two thouſand barrels a year. 
As to the fiſhery, the places where the fiſhes 
are taken, is at ſuch a diſtance, that the fiſhes: 
cannot be brought to New London to be dried. 
This buſineſs is carried on between the iſles adja- 
cent to the province of Maine, and the coaſts of 
Labrador; but, for ready ſale, the fiſh is brought 
to New London, and thence to the colonies, and 
to New York or Boſton. The veſſels arc then 
freighted, uſually to the colonies, rarely, if ever, 
to Europe. The merchants of Connecticut have 
not ſufficient capital to enable them to await the 
ſtow return of money from the trade to Europe. 
The cargoes ſent from Connecticut, are almoſt 
all deſtined for Boſton or New York. 1 are, 
however, ſome exceptions. - 
The veſſels of this port do not all belong to the- 
merchants of New London. Some of them are 
0 the 
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the cindllirey of merchants belonging to Hartford 


and New York. Few merchants in Connecticut 
trade to the extent of more than thirty thouſand 


dollars, even including with their capital, their 


credit, which, indeed, does not go far. The capi- 
tal of the merchants experiences here a much 


{ſmaller annual augmentation, than in any other 
port of America. In the courſe of theſe laſt 


years, it has increaſed about a fifth part ; and in 
this increment is included the improvement and 


increaſe of the buildings of the town. I received 
all theſe particulars of information from Mr. 
HUNTINGTON, collector of the cuſtoms, for this 
port ; a man of 1 integrity, Reg and CQr= 
rect information. 

The beſt land in the a diſtrict, which lies 
in the neighbourhood of the town, does not coſt 


more than twenty-five dollars an acre. Its ave- 


rage rate is one-third more than in Rhode-Iſland, 


including the iſle. The price of labour is alſo 


higher here. Labourers in huſbandry receive here 

two-thirds of a dollar a day, or from thirteen to 
fourteen dollars a month. The winter, or the 
time in which the cattle muſt be ſupplied with 


dry fodder, laſts from four months and a half to 


five months. Many of the farmers never houſe 


their cattle. There is, on this account, & want Of. 


ſtalls and cow-houſes; but the more opulent 
* OL. II. | 1 farmers 
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farmers are more careful of their N in the 


| winter. 


tants. | It has a bank that was eſtabliſhed in the 


by other fifty thouſand dollars. The manage- 


three and a half and four per cent., payable half 


the county of the fame name. It contains about 


1 by its ſea-port, which is named Chelſea, and is 


moſt populous part of the town of Norwich. 


New London . four thouſand Ababi⸗ 


year 1782, and of which the capital is fifty thou- 
ſand dollars. It has, however, been augmented , 


ment is the ſame as that of the bank at Hartford, 
but I am not able to explain it. The notes are 
for a dollar. The dividend upon the capital is 


yearly. New London 1s the principal town of 


thirty-five thouſand inhabitants, of whom me 
hundred are ſlaves. 


ckELS Ea. 1 


Proceeding from New London to bm, Þ 
was obliged to travel back, by the way of Nor- 
wich. But inſtead of paſſing that town, I went 


ſaid to lie at the diſtance of two miles from the 


The river, which 1s formed by the junction of the 
Quinaboug and the Shetucket, begins here to 
take the name of the Thames. The Thames is 
ſaid to be every where twelve feet deep, and is 
here about an eighth part of a mile in breadth. 

S V•»P here 


KY 
1. 
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There might be in it, bs I paſſed; about a dozen 
ſchooners, yachts, and brigs. On the two ſideg 


of the river there might be from one hundred to 
tuo hundred handſome houſes. Some of theſe 


houſes were of a very good appearance; and there 


was a communication between the two ſides of 


the river by a wooden bridge. A mile from the 


bridge on the way to Norwich, Quinaboug is 
ſeen to precipitate itſelf over ſome pretty tigh 
rocks, with a cataract which is well worthy. of 
being ſeen, particularly on account of its bold 
precipitous ſituation, and the height of the rocks 


by which it is formed, as well as on account of 
the uncommon appearance which 1 18 occaſioned 


by the fall of the water. + 15:5 ie 
Ihe bank of Norwich, which Was | eſtabliſhed 
in the month of May 1795, is formed upon the 
ſame plan as that of Hartford. Its capital conſiſts 
of from fifty thouſand to two hundred thouſand 
dollars; for by the conſtitution of the bank, it 


may be augmented from the ſmalleſt to the largeſt 
of theſe ſums. The ſhares are one hundred dol- 


lars each; and the notes, of which there have not 


vet been many iſſued, are for half a dollar. 
Norwich and Chelſea contain, together, about 


three thouſand inhabitants. Mills of all ſorts are 
ſituate in the vicinity; and cheir buſineſs 1 is very 


© anßag able. 
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Between Norwich and Lebanon, particularly 
in the vicinity of Norwich, there is a good deal 
of wood to be ſeen. Almoſt all the tops of the 
hills are covered with it. The declivities, and the 
vales Within view of which the way ent, are, in 
3 under cultivation. 


5 LEBANON. 

In Connecticut, the lands are, * the greater 
part, appropriated as paſturage for cattle. The 
environs of Lebanon yield more, in this way, 
than any other part of the State. The townſhip 


lies in the county of Windham, which contains 


about twenty-nine thouſand inhabitants, of whom 


one hundred and ſixty are negroes. The popula- 


tion of Lebanon amounts to about four thouſand 
ſouls. Thoſe houſes, which are ſituated together, 
may be from one hundred and fifty to one hun- 
dred and fixty; they he all in a ſingle ſtreet, 
which is between two and three hundred toiſes 
in width, and ſerves as a ſort of common paſture 


for the cattle. The houſes are, in general, ſmall, 


but neat; and, if they exhibit no ſhew of afflu- 
ence, as little do they preſent any marks of the 


vvretchedneſs of poverty. Such is, in general, the 


appearance of the houſes throughout Connecti- 
cut. 


Beſide ſheep = fivine, of which the breed 3 is 


| © 1 | good 


| 
| 
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good, and the number every where conſiderable, 
the people of Lebanon keep, in general, for every 


two acres of land an ox, a cow, and a mule. They 
ſell off, every year, a fourth part of their black 
cattle, without diſtinction of age. But horſes are 
not ſold before they be three years old; nor mules, 


till they be two years old. The farmers purchaſe 


mules for the work of their farms at the rate of 
forty or fifty dollars a head. | 
A more ſkilful huſbandry, a careful choice 
culture of. graſs-ſeeds, a judicious manuring of 
the lands, an attentive watering and cleaning of 


the meadows, might render the profits of the far- 
mer ſeveral times greater than they at preſent are. 
The exceſſively high price of labour may be al- 


ledged here, as elſewhere, to be the great reaſon 
of the preſent imperfection of the huſbandry of 
Connecticut. Yet ſuch a reaſon can have leſs 
force i in the caſe of paſturage than in that of til- 


| lage. The true cauſes are ignorance and a bigotted 


perſeverance in old practices. Very little of the 


land here receives the benefit of manure. No 


pains is uſed to collect the dung which might be 
caſily accumulated in large quantities. The la- 


bourers can earn from ten to twelve dollars a 
month. The beſt 83 coſts N dollars an 


ac 


The houſe of Mr. T rumbull, member of the 
Ka Cone 
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Congreſs hes, like himſelf, an air of gmplicity and 


modeſty. One finds it neceſſary to make an effort 


of the mind, and to lay aſide European prejudices, 


in order to reconcile one's ſelf to the idea, that 


this is the houſe of one of the richeſt men in the 


State, a man who holds one of the moſt import- 


ant places in the federal government. I cannot 


_ ſufficiently praiſe the hoſpitality with which he 
received me, or the amiable qualities of his wor- 


thy family. Mr. Trumbull has a brother who is 


famous for his genius In painting. He has un- 
dertaken a ſeries of hiſtorical paintings of the moſt 


remarkable events of the war, by which his coun- 


try's independence was eſtabliſhed. Several of 
theſe have been already exhibited in England, 


ſince the eſtabliſhment of the preſent government | 
of the United States. | 


N 8 * 
* 


HARTF ORD. 


Tue land between Lebanon and Hartford 3 18 
nearly in the ſame ſtate, as far as I have ſeen, with 
the other parts of Connecticut. The wood is 
chiefly fine oak and hickory. A few large trees 
are ſingly ſcattered here and there in the open 
fields. The wood has the appearance of having 
either been long ſince planted, or elſe of belonging 
to the old native woods of America. The foil | 
15 webs and is very much covered with ſtones; 

though, 
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though, as. ; is n the houſes are all of 
wood. The land 1s, every where, more or leſs 
| hilly. It indeed expands into a fine plain for the 
ſpace of eighty miles, along Connecticut River. 
The ſoil conſiſts chiefly of a hard gravel or ſand. 
The meadows exhibit more of a lively verdure, 
and the dwelling-houſes, every where conſider- 
_ ably numerous in this ſtate, become ſtill more 
ſo, the nearer you approach to Hartford. You 
are rowed acroſs the river in a ferry-boat, in the 
immediate neighbourhood of the town. 
I felt myſelt diſappointed when 1 heard that 
Colonel WarwoRTH was not in the town. I 
had become acquainted with him in Philadel- 
phia; and he had given me a preſſing invitation 
to viſit him here. In the expectation of finding 
him, I had neglected to procure letters to any 
other perſon in this place. It was farther un- 
lucky, that ſeveral perſons, whoſe wealth and per- 
ſonal importance ranked them among the moſt 
eminent men in the United States, were, how= 
ever, unable to give ſatisfactory anſwers to thoſe. 
enquiries which I was the moſt defirous to make ; 


; and I thus ſaw myſelf likely to be diſappointed in 
: my attempts to obtain any particular information 
2 concerning a town that is accounted to be the 
5 chief place in the State of Connecticut. Yet, in 


: two or three houſes, into which J gained admiſ- 
„„ . | hon, 
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ſion, and in an inn that was much frequented by 
the people of the town, I met with ſome hoſpi- | 
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favour me with anſwers to the queſtions which 1 


bitants. Their number 18 yearly increaſing | in 
London increaſes. 2. From ſixty to eighty veſſels 


of from twenty to ſixty tons each, belong to this 
port, agrecably to what I was told at New Lon- 


without a lading, down the river, as its uſual. 
depth is not above ſix feet of water. 3. The 


viſions, the places to which theſe are exported, 


parts coſts, in the purchaſe of a farm, from thirty 
Wheat. 5. The manufacture of cloth which had 
lonel Watworth had a large concern, and which 


is now in the decline. Thoſe who: firſt engaged 


table and intelligent perſons who refuſed not to 
put to them. The following is the ſubſtance of 
what I was thus able to learn. 


1. Hartford contains about ſix hen inha- 


the ſame proportion as the population of New 


don. Some ſhips of two hundred tons burthen 
are, at preſent, in building. Theſe muſt fail, 
traffic of Hartford is, as to the exportation of pro- 


and the cargoes brought in return, of the ſame 
ſort with that of New London. 4. Land in theſe 


to forty dollars an acre; and it yields crops of 
been, ſome years, eſtabliſhed here, in which Co- 
had been carried to no inconſiderable perfection, 


in this manufacture, have relinquiſhed it. Their 
ſucceſſors 
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ſucceſſors are threatened with great loſſes, in con- 
ſequence « of the ſcarcity of workmen : for, it 1s 


ſo much more profitable to go to ſea as mariners ; 


and there are ſo many invitations to ſettle in the 


country as petty farmers ; that but few, in com- 
pariſon, are diſpoſed to remain in the condition 


of working artiſans in a manufacture. Theſe cir- 
cumſtances are adverſe to the eſtabliſnment of 
manufactures in the United States in general. 


Vet, ſince machinery, applicable to almoſt all the 


arts, is ſo eaſily moved by the force of water and 
fire, the ſame quantity of human labour is no 
longer neceſſary to manufactures. 

But, the neceſſity for manufacturing eſtabliſh- 


ments is not ſo great in Connecticut as in many 


other places. For it is here uſual for every fa- | 


mily to prepare their own clothing; ſo that the 
expence of clothing from Europe is little felt by 
the poorer claſs of the inhabitants. 

Hartford is a ſmall town, regularly built, and 
interſeted by a ſmall river which deſcends, in 
its approach to this town, through many beautiful 
meadows ; and ſuch meadows are very frequent in 


theſe parts. The houſes are ſmall and neat; no 


one of them, being of a better appearance than 


the reſt. A houſe is now in building for the re- 


ception of the meetings of the aſſembly of the 


xe preſentatives of the State, which are held, al- 
| ternately, 


3 
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| ternately, in Hartford and Newhaven. The founn 
dations of this houſe are laid with great ſolidity 


of ſtructure, and arc built of a ſort of red {tone 


that is common in this country. Its two upper 
ſtoxies are of bricks; and the whole is almoſt 
finiſhed. Its appearance 1s very good ; but it has 
a plainneſs and ſimplicity, of which the French 
architects would, perhaps, not readily approve. 


The appearance of the country round Hartford 


28 charming. It exhibits a ſucceſſion of meadows 


which are naturally ſo well watered, that they 
diſplay, at all times, the lively verdure of ſpring. 


Black cattle, horſes, and mules, in great num 


bers, are ſeen feeding upon them; and abundance 


of trees, eſpecially fruit trees, are diſperſed around 


them. The land is not yet very completely oc- 
cupicd in this neighbourhood ; and, by, conſe- 


quence, the houſes arc not exceedingly numer- 
ous. Neither are the houſes ſo handſomely 
| painted and decorated as in the cnvirons of Boſ- | 


ton. But, ſmall as they are, they caſily contain 
every thing that is requiſite for the preſent accom- 


modation of their inhabitants; all, in ſhort, that, 


according to their own expreſſions, is neceſſary to 


nder them comfortable. The appearance of the 


oppoſite fide of the river is ſtill the ſame. On 
" both, ſides are fine meadows, ikirted by pretty | 


hich hilis which run alle to the XR. _- © 


| Daring 
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During my ſtay in the inn, I learned that, in 
| thoſe parts of Connecticut which lie along the 
river, and contiguous to Maſſachuſetts, there is a 
conſiderable quantity of hemp produced, that ſup- 
phes materials tor a manutacture of ſail-cloth in 
Springfield, in which twenty men are conſtantly 
employed, and which, during theſe ſeven years 
which have elapſed ſince its eſtabliſhment, has 
afforded large profits to the owners. 
Hartford is the chief town of the county of 
the ſame name. The county contains thirty-two 
thouſand inhabitants, of whom about two hun- 
dred and fifty are ſlaves. | 


The bank in Harttord was erected in the month 
of May 1792, conformably to an act of the legit-. 


lature of this State. Its capital is one hundred 
thouſand dollars, and may be augmented to five 
hundred thouſand. The ſhares are of four hun- 

dred dollars each. The directors are forbidden to 
circulate paper to the amount of more than fifty 
per cent upon the whole capital. This bank does 
but little buſineſs ; and its rate of dividend is only 
three per cent for every ſix months. Their notes, 
for a dollar cach, are current in payment, along 
Connecticut River, and for ſome diſtance beyond. 


There is another bank which "_ Acer them 
in pay ment. 


MIDDLETON. 
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ternately, in Hartford and Newhaven. The foun- 
dations of this houſe are laid with great ſolidity 
_ of ſtructure, and are built of a ſort of red {tone 


that is common in this country. Its two upper 


| ſtories are of bricks; and the whole is almoſt 
finiſhed. Its appearance 1s very good; but it has 


a plainneſs and ſimplicity, of which the French 
architects would, perhaps, not readily approve. 
Ihe appearance of the country round Hartford 
is charming. It exhibits a ſucceſſion of meadows 


which are naturally ſo well watered, that they 
diſplay, at all times, the lively verdure of ſpring. 
Black cattle, horſes, and mules, in great num- 
bers, are ſeen feeding upon them; and abundance 


of trees, eſpecially fruit trees, are diſperſed around 
them. The land 1s not yet very completely oc- 


cupicd in this neighbourhood ; and, by, conſc- 
quence, the houſes are not exceedingly numer- 
ous. Neither are the houſes ſo. handſomely 


painted and decorated as in the environs of Boſ- 


ton. But, ſmall as they arc, they caſily contain 


every thing that is requiſite for the preſent accom- 
modation of their inhabitants; all, in ſhort, that, 
according to their own expreſſions, i 18 neceſſary to 


render them comfortable. The appearance of the 


oppoſite fe of the river 18 {till the ſame. | On 


"both fides are fine meadows, ſkirted by pretty 
high hills w hich run parallel to the nn... 
: During 
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During my ſtay | in the inn, I lone that, in 
thoſe parts of Connecticut which lie along the 
river, and contiguous to Maſſachuſetts, there is a 
conſiderable quantity of hemp produced, that ſup- 


plies materials for a manufacture of ſail- cloth in 


Springfield, in which twenty men are conſtantly 
employed, and which, during theſe ſeven years 


which have elapſed ſince its eſtabliſhment, has 
afforded large profits to the owners. 


Hartford is the chief town of the county of 


the ſame name. The county contains thirty-two 


thouſand inhabitants, of whom about two hun- 
dred and fiſty are ſlaves. 


The bank in Hartford was erected in the month | 
of May 1792, conformably to an act of the legiſ- 


lature of this State. Its capital is one hundred 
thouſand dollars, and may be augmented to five 


hundred thoufand. The ſhares are of four hun- 


dred dollars each. The directors a; are forbidden to 
circulate paper to the amount of more than fifty 
per cent upon the whole capital. This bank does 
but little buſineſs; and its rate of dividend is only 


three per cent for every {ix months. Their notes, 


for a dollar each, are current in payment, along 


Connecticut River, and for ſome diſtance beyond. 


There is another bank which alſo accepts them 
in pa) ment. | | 


MIPDLETON. 
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MIDDLETON. 


The country from Hartford to Middleton is 


chequered with frequent woods, and enlivened 


with numerous herds of cattle. The road leads 

along the bank of a river; ſometimes approach- 
ing its edge, ſametimes retiring, though never 
farther than half a mile, from it. After proceed- 
ing ten miles, I came to Weſtfield, a ſmall ſea- 
port, where two or three ſhips, three brigs, and 
two ſchooners, were lying. The ſhips were built | 


at Middleton, this very year. Other ſhips, beſide 
theſe, belong alſo to end Ou the reſt Were 


out at ſea. 


Middleton is the alerted to which the, 
farmers from the northern parts of New York, 


Maſſachuſetts, and Vermont, bring for ſale, thoſe 
horſes, mules, and black cattle which they can 


ſpare, to be exported to the Weſt India iſles. : 

Some ſmall veſſels take on board their cargoes at 
Middleton ; but, New London, as 1 have already 
e is the more uſual place for lading. 
Hartford ſhares with Middleton in the advantages 


of this cattle- market. Middleton is a handſome 


town, not inelegantly built, and has trees planted 
along its ſtreets, but is not one-fourth part as large 


as Hartford. This ſmall place has but few ſhips. 


Middleton is, however, the ſeat of the cuſtom- 


houſe 


EE. ß — 
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1 for this diſtrict, on account of its oa to 


the mouth of the river, from which it is not more 
than twenty-nine or thirty miles diſtant, When 


the tide has flowed in, to its greateſt height, there 


is from nine to ten feet depth of water at Middle- 
ton. 1 


wrought amid the neceſſities of the late war. 
But, it is fo poor in ore, that the working of it 


Vould ruin the proprietor, even though the price 


of labour were cheaper. 

The exports from Middleton n in the 
year 1795, to the value of thirty- one thouſand 
three hundred and ſeventy-five dollars. It was 
only in the year 1794 that the cuſtom-houſe was 
eſtabliſhed here. A bank was inftituted in Mid- 
| dleton in the month of October 1795. Its capital 
cConſiſts of one hundred thouſand dollars; and, by 


its conſtitution, may be augmented to four hun- 


dred thouſand dollars. The regulations for its 
management are nearly the ſame as thoſe of the 
bank of Hartford. No dividend has, as yet, been 
paid to the proprietors. 

Middleton is the chief town of the com of 


the ſame name. The whole number of inhabi- 


tants in the county is about nineteen thouſand, gf 
whom two hundred are ſlaves. 
| From 


At the diſtance of two miles 92 this 1 
there is a lead-mine which is ſaid to have been 
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From Middleton, the highway leads on 1 
Newhaven, between the river and the hills which 
riſe on each ſide, in a parallel direction, and at no 

great diſtance from its banks. The aſpect of this 
tract of country is little intereſting; it is but 
thinly inhabited; its fields diſplay no lively ver- 
dure; its cultivation is negligent ; its general ap- 


pearance is diſagreeable. Here is a greater ſhow 


of wood, conſiſting chiefly of oaks, and exhibit- 
Such 1s the ſtate, of the country, 
The way is 


ing no pines. 


ſometimes ſtony; ſometimes merely ſandy. When 


you come within ten miles of Newhaven, the hills 


gradually ſubſide ; and you paſs along a tract of 
The pains requiſite to make the road 


ſucceſsful, appears to have been neglected. The 


tide riſes to within four miles of Newhaven; and 


often ſo ſwells the ſmall river of the ſame name, 
as to make it ſpread over the highway. | To- day 
it was diffuſed to the diſtance of half a mile. 
Were the land here leſs marſhy, and leis 3 
flooded ; yet the ſoil is ſandy and incapable of fer- 
tility. Some ſilver firs are thinly ſcattered over 


this tract, and make but a poor appearance. It 


has not the appearance of a territory fit for til- 


- lage, but may anſwer well enough ſor paſture- 


land. | ; 
— NEWIHAVEN, 
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NEW HAVEN. 


The town of Newhaven covers a \ pretty br 
ſpace of ground; for, its houſes are detached, by 
conſiderable intervals, from one another. A nun- 
ber of corn: fields lie in the very middle of the 
town. The ſtreets croſs one another at right an- 
: gles, and are ſhaded with rows of trees. The 
houſes are almoſt all of wood, and there is none 
of them handſome. Two great ſtone buildings, 
belonging to the college, with the church and the 
aſſembly-houſe, ſtanding round the church-yard, 
compoſe the principal part of the town. 

But, the aſpect of this town 1s, on the whole, 
pleaſing. Its ſituation ſeems to be a healthy one: 

| and, it is believed, that the proportion of annual 
deaths is, at leaſt as ſmall here as 111 any other 
town belonging to the United States. Yet, the 
yellow fever made great havock in this place laſt 
year; and, in the preſent year, many have been 
ſwept off by an epidemic dyſentery, both here and 
in Hartford. Of one hundred and fifty perſons 
who died es | in the months of Auguſt, Sep- 
tember, and October, out of a population of five 
thouſand ſouls, ninety-five died of a dyſentery. 
The harbour lies on an arm of the ſea, about 
four miles in length, which is formed between 
Long -Iſland and the main-land: but it is dry, 
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when the tide has ebbed ; fo that, till a new quay 
hall be built, ſhips cannot conveniently take in 
| their cargoes here. The flowing tide, however, 


fills this harbour with ſix, and ordinarily with four 


feet of water. The anchorage, though worſe than 


that at New London, is, however, pretty good. 
No fewer than fifty ſhips belong to. this port. 


Only one of theſe ſails to Europe: Another makes 


its voyages to the Weſt Indies, with Cargoes of 
wood, oxen, mules and horſes, which are ſup- 


| plied from-the adjacent country to the diſtance of 


forty miles round. The remaining veſſels are en- 
gaged in the coaſting- trade, particularly with New 


Vork. The exports from Newhaven amounted, 
in the year 1791, to the value of one hundred 


and fifty-one thouſand and forty-three dollars; in 
1792, to two hundred and ſeven thouſand and 


 forty-one dollars; in 1793, to one hundred and 


forty- ſix thouſand three hundred and eighty-ſeven © 
dollars; in 1794, to one hundred and ſeventy- 
one thouſand cight hundred and ſixty-nine dol- 


lars; in 1795, to one hundred and eighty four | 
thouſand and eighty-two dollars. 


The whole of the veſſels in the harbour does 


not exceed three thouſand tons. Eight packet- 
boats, ſailing regularly between Newhaven and 


New York, convey to the latter a great part of 
the i from the iſles, together with a con- 
| ſiderable 


r 
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fold. The capitals of the merchants about New- 


necticut. Not one of them is, alone, maſter of 


a whole ſhip. The number of owners is ſuch, 
that they never think of inſuring a veſſel. When 


any unlucky accident happens, the loſs being di- 
vided among many owners, is but a little to each. 
Yet, within theſe laſt two years, the loſſes both 


by ſhipwreck and capture, have been ſo great, 


that the merchants of Newhaven begin, like 
others, to find it prudent to inſure. Trade has 
been, for theſe ſome years, without either de- 
lining or encreaſing, in this place; and the caſe 


has been the ſame with the population. The 


ſoil is. generally, rich about Newhaven. When 
ſufficiently manured, it yields fifty buſhels of 


maize, an acre; and there is a great abundance 


of ſea-weeds, which, in mixture with common 
dung, are uſed as a very fertilizing manure. Much 


land, in this neighbourhood, is covered with very 


old and indifferent wood, which makes it not 
eaſily ſuſceptible of agricultural improvement. 


ſiderable quantity of grain, Which grows in the 
country about Newhaven, but cannot be here 


haven appear to be ſmaller than thoſe of the | 
merchants in any other ſea- port town of Con- 


— 


Near the town, the price of land is from fourteen 


five ſhillings a day, ny” m ſummer, twelve dollars 
Vor. = Ss a month, 


to eight dollars acre. . Labourers receive four or 
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a month, or for the whole ſummer months ; C1 ghty 
dollars as their wages. The cattle are of middling 


quality. The beſt pair of oxen in the pony | 


may be had for ſixty dollars. 
The wealth of the inhabitants of this town 18 


| not great. Moſt of them have farms in the neigh- 
bourhood, which ſupply proviſions for their fami- 
lies. Theſe ſmall poſſeſſions in the hands of the 


town's-people, make it impoſſible for thoſe who 
have a ſurplus of produce, to find a ſale for it in 


Newhaven; it is, accordingly, ſent to New Vork. 


A more ſtriking conſequence of this economy, 18 
the neglect of improving agriculture. 

Iwo opulent merchants, about a year ſince, 
erected a cotton-work at the diſtance of two miles 


from the town. The ſpinning-engine is put in 


motion by water ; but the weaving is performed 


entirely by human labour. A great number of 


people are employed; but the dereliction of this 
manufacture may be foretold, as its ſucceſs is op- 
poſed by all the obſtacles common in ſimilar caſes. 
Beſides, the expence upon the buildings has been 
far too conſiderable. _ 
A bank was erected in Newhaven, 1 in the month 
of October 1792. Its capital is one hundred thou- 


4 ſand dollars ; and is divided into two hundred 
ſhares of five hundred dollars cach. It began to 
tranſact n only in the year 1795. The firſt 


div idend 
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i upon che ſhares, | 1s to be paid in January 
1797. Shares in it are now at a premium of five 
dollars above the ori iginal price. Money! is ſaid to 


have been ſo ſcarce, | in this place, before the in- 
ſtitution, that what can be now obtained at the 


intereſt of four dollars a month for the principal 
ſum of five hundred dollars, was not then to be 
had for leſs than four per cent. a month, with 
ſecurity. | 

The ravages by the Engliſh, during the war, 
ruined the people of Newhaven, who, to make 


up for their loſſes, turned uſurers. The eſtabliſh- 


ment of the bank put an end to the trade of 
uſury. The intereſt of money is now reduced to 


one or one one-half per cent monthly, to the mo- 


ney-lenders; and to them, none have recourſe, 
ſave ſuch as have no credit with the bank. 


Near Newhaven are ſtill ſhewn the rocks, 


among which GoLr and WabpLEr, two of the 
Judges that condemned Charles the firſt of Eng- 
land, lay concealed from the ſearch which was 


made for them, by the command of Charles the 
ſecond. Here is, alſo, a bridge, under which 


they remained for ſome days, while the ſoldiers, 


their purſuers, ſought them backward and for- 


ward, above. 
There is, in Newhaven, a college of conſider- 


ably old inſtitution, which 1s ſaid to afford as good 


* 1 inſtruction 
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inſtruction for youth, as any other ſeminary in the 


whole United States. To this college belongs a 


library of two or three thouſand volumes, with 
a cabinet of ſpecimens of natural hiſtory, and a 
| ſmall muſeum, which receives, every year, great 


additions, and . muſt ſoon become very conſider- 
able. There are in the town, one Epiſcopal, anc. 


three Preſbyterian churches. 


The town is affirmed to have been damaged 


55 Commodore TRryYox, i in the year 1779, to the 


amount of more than one hundred thouſand dol- 


lars. It is the head- town of the county of the 


ſame name. The county contains about thirty- 
threc thouſand inhabitants, of Whom four hun- 


dred are llaves. 
: 


en CONNECTICUF. - 
The Engliſh colony by which Connecticut was 


firſt occupied, arrived in the year 1033. They 


had a patent, granted to the Plymouth com- 
pany by the Earl of WARWICK, in the year 
1630. They had to contend with the Indians, 


who would not relinquiſh their territories to 
ſtrangers without a ſtruggle. In 1662, the co- 


lony of Connecticut obtained a charter, which 


fixed the form of their future government. The . 


people were enthuſiaſtic Preſbyterians, and lived 


= 


in implicit ſubmiſſion to their miniſters. No per- 
r 35 ſon 
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ſon could be, here, a freeman, without belonging 

to the Preſbyterian kirk ; ; and none but freemen 

could have a voice in elections. | 
The molt exceſſive intolerance, the wo! vio- 


lent perſecution, enſued—againſt the Quakers in 
particular, who were treated as the worſt of here- 
_ tics, were tortured, baniſhed, abuſed with ſtripes, | 
even put to death. | 
At preſent, the conſtitution of the ſtate of | 


Connecticut, 1s the ſame as before the revolution. 


A ſhort act declaratory of the rights of the peo- 


* of this ſtate, mentions, that the old conſtitu- 
tion eſtabliſhed in the reign of Charles the ſecond, 


is {till agreeable to the people; that the privileges 
of freemen, and the admiſſion to them, ſhall, 
therefore, remain ſuch as they were before; that, 


in ſhort, there ſhall be no change, except the 


abolition of regal authority. The Legiſlature 


conſiſts of an Under-houſe, or Houſe of Re- 


preſentatives, and an Upper-houſe, or Council. 


Theſe two houſcs united compoſe the ſupreme _ 
judicial tribunal of the ſtate, before which all 


ſuits at law may be brought by a laſt appeal, and 
which has power to mitigate or annul all ſen- 
tences of inferior judges. The Governor and 
Deputy-governor are elected annually. The Go- 
vernor prefides in the Council, and is alſo Speaker 
in the Houle of Repreſentatives: beſide which, he 

. | can 
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can influence the voices of ſeveral other members 
of the Legiſlature. | 
The meetings of the Aſſembly take place in 
the months of May and October. The members 
of the ſupreme judicial court of the ſtate, thoſe of 
the county courts, and the juſtices of the peace, 
are nominated from among the members of the 
legiſlature. The firſt of theſe three claſſes of 
Judges remain in office, for that preciſe length of 
time for which they are nominated by the legif- 
lature: The two laſt can be nominated only for 
one year, but may be re- appointed at the end of 
” that time. The Governor and the Council name 
the ſheriffs, who hold their office without limita- 
| tion as to its continuance. 
The laws of England are the foundation of 
thoſe, as well of OT. as of almoſt all the 
re{t of the United States. Little alteration has 
been made upon them. The law concerning the 
ſucceſſion to the property of perſons dying in- 
teſtate, is entirely that of England; it is, now, 
in full force, throughout all the American ſtates; 
and it provides, that a third part of the property 
of the deceaſed ſhall belong to his Widow, and 
that the remainder Mall be diſtributed in equal 
portions among his children; but with certain 
reſtrictions; ſuch as, that when one of the chil- 
E dren dying leaves progeny, or in any ſimilar caſe, 


his 
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Nis part is, of conſequence, to be again diſtrib he 


The laws relative to debtors, order the ſale of the 


goods, moveables, and lands of the debtor, When 


a debt cannot, otherwiſe, be recovered from him, 
and even allow his perſon to be arreſted, in caſe 
of inſolvency. The criminal law has all the ſeve- 
rity of that of England. One article (of which I 


know not whether it be at preſent in force in 


England, as it is one of the old laws of Connec- 
ticut) ordains, that whoſoever ſhall deny the exiſt- 


ence of God, or the myſtery of the bleſſed Trinity, 


or the divine truth of the Holy Scriptures, ſhall 
be held unfit for any public office, till he repent 


and acknowledge his error; and that, in caſe of 
relapſe, after ſuch repentance, he ſhall be put out 
of the protection of the law. The laws reſpect- 


ing marriage authoriſe divorce, in the caſes of 


adultery, or marriage within the forbidden de- 


 grees of conſanguinity. If a man and his wife 5 
have been parted for ſeven years, by the abſence 


ot one or the other of them beyond ſeas; or if 


either party go upon a ſea- voyage that is to be of 


three months continuance, and in a ſhip of which 


news cannot be received within leſs than three 


months; or if there be reaſon to believe that either 
of the two parties has been loſt upon ſuch a voyage; 


then the other party, whether man or woman, go- 


ing before a magiſtrate, and preſenting ſatisfactory 
| = 4 evidence 
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evidence of theſe facts, may obtain from him, if 
| he ſhall judge all the circumſtances of the caſe 
to require it, a final diſſolution of the marriage. 
This law condemns any perſon, whether man or 
woman, that ſhall put on the dreſs proper to the 
other ſex, to pay a fine of ſeventy-five dollars. 

Adultery, till the year 1784, was liable to be 
_ puniſhed with death: It is now puniſhed only 
with public whipping, and with the ſearing of a 
red-hot iron on the forehead. Rape is puniſhed 
with death, upon the oath of the woman by whom 
it has been ſuffered, and at her expreſs requeſt : 
but there is no inſtance of the execution of this 
law; and the people of Connecticut ſay, that ſuch 
crimes can never happen in the ſtate, or, what is 
more probably the truth, that the extreme ſe- 
verity of the law detcrs both the ſufferer from 
complaint, and the profligatc from 1 incurring ſuch | 
guilt. . 

The laws againſt gaming, are . Gree 
in Connecticut. One of theſe is. againſt horſe- 
racing: This it regards as an idle pleaſure, which 
is attended with diforder and riot, that utterly 
fruſtrate the end of its inſtitution, as a means for 
improving the breed of horſes. The law for the 
hallowing of the Sabbath, forbids all proſane di- 
verſions upon that day, and is exceſſively ſtrict. 
It is propels. that the prohibition of journies on 
| a mandy | 
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a gude might fall, inſenſibly, into diſuſe, were 


it not, that an ill- natured felect-n man has it now in 
his power to thwart and fine any perſon attempt- 
ing ſuch a journey; and that every one thinks it 


neceſſary to ayoid the danger of being eien op | 


ſuch impertinence. 


The poor's laws have occaſioned the difficulty | 
which a ſtranger paſſing from one town to an- 


other, or. coming from another ſtate, finds, in 


effecting a ſettlement in a new ſituation. The 


only conditions upon which ſuch a perſon can be 
domeſticated in his new place of reſidence, are, 
his either poſſeſſing a property of at leaſt an hun- 
dred dollars, or having reſided fix years in the 
place; and without theſe conditions, he will not 
obtain relief in diſtreſs from poverty. The ſelect- 
men who are, in every townthip, the directors of 
the police, are to prevent the ſettlement of all 
ſtrangers who cannot ſatisſy them in regard to 
thoſe conditions. Every town is obliged to pro- 


vide for its own poor, and the ſelect- men have 


authority over the education and conduct of the 
children of poor parents, till they arrive at the 
age of one and twenty ycars. From this age, 
they are no longer ſubject to the particular direc- 
tion of the Elders. The wandering poor, who. 
are uſually wounded ſoldiers or ſhipwrecked ſea- 
men, receive temporary relief, at the pleaſure of 
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the ich tem. What weis en is aſter-⸗ 


wards repaid to them, by the Union, by the 
State, or by the particular town, according to 
the circumſtances of the caſe. 


- Beſide the political diviſion of the "Fa "PR 


counties and townſhips, Connecticut acknow- 
ledges two ſubdiviſions into pariſhes and ſchool- 


diſtricts. In each town or ſociety, the houſe- 


| holders of the houſes which ſtand together, have 
a right to aſſemble, and to make by-laws for the 
regulation of certain parts of their common inter- 


eſts. They chuſe their miniſters; and impoſe, 
for their ſupport, a general tax, at the pleaſure of 
the majority, and which is to be paid by every 
one 1n proportion to the particular ſtate of his for- 


tune. The towns nominate the collectors of the 


tax; and it muſt be paid by the people, with- 


out evaſton. But, when any perſon finds him- 


ſelf to be taxed, not in a due proportion to his 


property; he may appeal to the County Court, | 
which will take care, that juſtice be done him. 


The collectors, as well of this tax, as of thoſe for 
the expences of the ſtate, are accountable for the 
money which they levy, and puniſhable for em- 


bezzlement or malveriation in office. Miniſters 


| for whom their pariſhes refuſe to make adequatc 


proviſion, can have recourſe to the General Aﬀem-_ 
bly, Which will give orders for the collection and 
75 ment 
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payment of the proper ſums. That Aſſembly 
has, likewiſe, the power of ſettling miniſters in 
ſuch pariſhes as have remained, for one whole year, 
vacant, and of ordering proviſion to be made ſor 
the ſupport of the miniſters thus ſettled. 

A law enacted in the year 1791, permits per- 
ſons whoſe religious perſuaſion differs from that 
of the community in which they live, to aſſoci- 
ate themſelves, as to the matter of religion, with 
ſome community of whoſe form of worſhip they 
approve, and to add their contributions to thoſe 
for the ſupport of their own religion only. But, 


4 this is permitted folely under theſe conditions; 
: 1. That they make their intention previouſly 

5 known to the ſelect- men of the town; 2. That 

5 the religion which they chuſe, be ſome mode of 

: Chriſtianity; 3. That they do not, afterwards, 

= claim a voice in any parochial meetings, except 

1 when the buſineſs of the ſchools is under conſider- 

t, ation. Preſbyterianiſm is the prevalent religion 
. throughout Connecticut. Its miniſters, the zeal 
Fe of its followers, and the appropriation of the places 

95 in the colleges to Preſbyterians excluſively, afford 

* very great advantages, to prevent it from being 

rs ſupplanted by any other form of religion. The 

te Anabaptiſts are, next after. the Preſbyterians, the 

Q- moſt numerous ſe& in the ſtate. Although the 

1d letter of the law have eſtabliſhed freedom of reli- 

nt •; 1 
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gious ſentiments in Connecticut; ſuch freedom 
is, however, far from being known here. Preſby-- 


terianiſm reigns in all its Heer, deſpotiſm. and 
intolerance. | 
Another law long prior to the revolution, obliges 


every ſeventy families in Connecticut, to maintain 
a common ſchool for eleven months in the year. 
Reading and writing are appointed to be there 


taught. If the number of families be under ſe- 
venty, they are, then, obliged to maintain their 


| ſchool, only for fix months in the year. Every 


town forming a regular incorporation, mult keep 


a grammar-ſchool, in which Englith, Latin, and 


Greek are to be taught. The different ſocieties 


are to name, each, a deputation to viſit and regu- 


late the ſchools. For every hou and dollars of 


taxation to the ſtate, 1 dollars are to be paid for 


the ſupport of the ſchools. The teachers have 
falaries proportioned to the taxation of the diſ- 
tricts to which they belong. Towns or commu- 
mities entruſted with particular fands for the ſup- 
port of ſchools, can receive no intereſt from thoſe 


funds, while they delay to cre& the ſchools for . 


which it was deſtined ; and loſe the principal af 


they ſhall attempt to divert it to any different pur- 
poſe. Towns or pariſhes having no foundations 
for ſchools, muſt either ſupport their {ſchovls, en- 
AS out of the appointed tax, or muſt, at leaſt 


contribute 
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CT 


| contribute one-half of. the means for tins main 
tenance of cheſe ſchools, while tlie parents i 
Children are educated in them, pay the reſt. 
very populous towns, the ſupport of the cook, 
continnes to be lett to the inhabitants. 
It is provided by law; that the ſelect men ſhall, 

in every town, take cognizatice of the ſtate of the 
ſchools. Upon their reports, and in the propor- 
tions in which theſe declare the ſalaries to be, 
reſpectively, deſerved, the towns make payment 
of the money which has been levied for the teach- 
ers. Where there are no ſchools, or but very bad 
ones; the proportion of the tax is withheld, in 
order that it may be beſtowed where it has been 
better earned. There is, however, no inſtance of 
a town or pariſh, remaining, negligently, without 
a ſchool. Many communities maintain their 
ſchools for a greater part of the year, than they 
are, by law, obliged to-do. The ſelect- men and 
the deputations from the communities manage 
the farms and other revenues of the ſchools. 
The teachers are commonly young men from 
the colleges, ſtudents of law or theology. Their 
ſalaries are at the pleaſure of the different pariſhes, 


from two to three hundred dollars. Almoſt all! 


_ thoſe who now act a diſtinguiſhed part in the 
political buſineſs of New England, began their 
Career EE teachers in theſe ſehools ; 3 4 ſituation 
| that 
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that is accounted exceedingly horiourable, Some» 
times, where the ſalary is ſmall, women are choſen. 
to be the teachers. Even theſe muſt; in this caſe, 
be well qualified to teach reading, writing, and 
arithmetic. 
Every county muſt _ a ſchool for Greek — 
Latin. A fine of three dollars is exacted from 
parents neglecting to ſend their children to ſchool. 
The ſelect- men have authority to levy it. 

One natural conſequence from the careful ob- 
ſervance of this law is, that hardly a perſon can 
be met with in Connecticut, any more than in 
Maſſachuſetts, Who! is not qualified to read, write, 
and perform the common operations of arithme- 
tic; and that the general manners are better, the 
laws more faithfully obſerved, and crimes more 
rare, here, than in other places. The puniſhment 
has not, as yet, been aboliſhed in Connecticut. It 
15, however, reſerved for crimes of extraordinary 
| atrocity ; and, for theſe laſt eight Venn, has been, 
in no inſtance, inflicted. _ | 

An act, paſſed in the year 1 795, 3 
for the ſupport of the public ſchools, whatever 
ſums of money ſhall ariſc from the ſale of thoſe 
lands which are the property of the State, and are 


ſituate weſtward from Pennſylvania. Theſe ſums 


are to be put out at intereſt; and the annual reve- 
nue, which r ſhall thus afford, is to be divided 
among 
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among the ſchools of the different pariſhes; ac- 


cording to the proportions in which theſe pariſhes, 


reſpectively, contribute to the public. expenditure © 


of the State, At the pleaſure of a. majority of 


two-thirds of the people of any pariſh, this fund 


may be applied to the maintenance of the mini- 
ſter, inſtead of that of the ſchoolmaſter. Every 
pariſh is at liberty to make this particular diſpoſal 
of its own portion of the money. But, in this 


caſe, all the different ſects, within the limits of 


the pariſh, mult receive their reſpective ſhares, 
The ſervitude of the negroes has not been abo- 


liſhed in this ſtate as in Maſſachuſetts. \. It is here 


ordained by law, that every negro born in the ſtate 
ſince the year 1784, ſhall, at the age of twenty- 


one years, be declared free. It is allowed, that 


the intereſt of the law-givers had ſome ſhare in 


| dictating the. particulars of this decree, No old 


law exiſted in favour of ſlavery ; though it was, 
indeed, countenanced by ſome judicial ſentences 
of the courts, pronounced at the inſtance of maſ- 


- ters of runaway flaves. The conſiderations which 
moved the legiſlature to determine as they did in 


this buſineſs, were, reſpect to property, and the 
fear of dangerous conſequences as likely to ariſe 
from a ſudden and general emancipation. But, 
ſuch reſpe& for property of this nature was fla- 
grant injuſtice ; ſince it was never before expreſsly 


acknow- - 
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 acknowled iged by the laws, and exiſted—but by 
diſhoneſt ſufferance. In regard to the dread ot 
conſequences ; the number of negroes in the State 
of Connecticut, was too inconſiderable to afford 
any plauſible pretence for ſuch alarm. The caſe 
of Maſſachuſetts, which im reſpect to ſlavery, ſtood 
in the ſame ſituation with Connecticut, and in 
which there were, at thetime of the general eman- 
cipation, a greater number of negroes in ſervitude, 
ſufficiently evinces the futility of this pretence. 
The community hyve there experienced no un- 
fortunate conſequences from the emancipation of 
the negroes. Few of theſe have made any crimi- 
nal abuſe of their liberty. Neither robbery nor 
murder is more frequent than before. Almoſt all 
the emancipated negroes remain in the condition 
of ſervants; as they cannot enjoy their freedom, 
without earning means for their ſubſiſtence. Some 
of them have ſettled, in a ſmall way, as artiſans 
or huſbandmen. Their number is, on the whole, 
greatly diminiſhed. And o this account, the ad- 
vocates for ſlavery maintain, that the negroes of 
Maſſachuſetts have not been made, 1n any degree, 
happier by their general emancipation. None of 
them has, however, returned into ſervitude in | 
thoſe ſtates m which flavery 1s ſtill ſuffered by the 
laws. None has died of want. Maſſachuſetts has 
1 delivered itſelf from the diſhonour of the molt. 
KEE 5 | odious 
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4 of all violations of the natural liberty and 
the inextinguiſhable rights of the human ſpecies. 
The militia of Connecticut, conſiſts of four 
dri eight brigades, five and thirty regi- 
ments: of the regiments, eight are cavalry ; five, 
Ii ght infantry. The legiſlature nominate the com- 
mands the inferior generals, and all the 
ſtaff- Officers. The other officers are choſen by 
their reſpective regiments. They hold, all, their 
commiſſions from the government. The other 
neceſſary regulations are nearly the ſame as in 
the other ſtates. The legiſlature here exerciſes 
the ſame powers of regulation, which are, elſe- 
| where, intruſted with the government. The 
mode of forming the militia, is the ſame as in 
other places. All males, from eighteen to forty- 
five years of age, are hable to ſerve. The Go- 
vernor 18 General, and the Deputy- governo, 
Licutenant-general of the militia. 
The high-roads are made and repaired, in 
Connecticut, by the labour of all perſons between 
the ages of fitteen and ſixty years. An overſeer | 
is annually named for the inſpection of the high- 
, ways, and for regulating the labour upon them: 
He is ſubject to the controul of the ſelect- men. 
Care is taken to make thoſe who are by law 
obliged, to do their duty. Yet, 1t muſt be owned, | 
that the roads, in Connecticut, are ſtill bad, _ = ME 
Vor. Il. Z „ Theses $1 
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The laws reſpecting taxation, have undergone 
many changes ſince the revolution. All property 


is taxable in Connecticut; as well moveables as 


land. The ſubjects of | taxation are diſtributed | 


into ten claſſes. Horſes, carriages, and capital 


belong to one claſs, and are taxed in a due pro- 
portion to the taxes upon real property. The 
commiſſioners for fixing the proportions of every 
different perſon's taxation, are nominated annu- 
ally in every town, and have here the appellation 
of Liſters. It is their duty to procure, once a 
year, from every inhabitant, a ſtatement of his 
property ; and from theſe ſtatements to form a 
general inventory to be tranſmitted to the legiſ- 
lature. The legiſlature, upon the inſpection of 


the inventory, fixes the proportion of tax which 


the particular town muſt pay. The liſts of the 


- commiſſioners, therefore, regulate the taxes. 
Though the taxes be already ſufficient ; the 
commiſſioners muſt not negle& to regiſter any. 


increaſe of property in their reſpective towns. 


| Perſons deceiving the commiſſioners by falſe eſti- 


mates of their property, are condemned to pay 
four times as much as their juſt . of 
| the tax. 

Theſe liſts e, 415 to | regulate We pro- 
portions in Which other taxes are to be levied. 
The Liſters levy. thirteen | cents of a dollar upon 

every - 
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every thouſand pounds of property, beſide one- 
half of that quadrupled tax which is exacted, 
as a fine for the concealment of property. The 
collectors are named by the towns, from one 
| three years to another ; and are allowed two and 


half per cent, on the money they collect, with a 


falary from the ſtate. When they are obliged to 
compel payment from the dilatory, by actions at 
law; their allowance is augmented, on account 


of the coſts of the ſuits. The care of the Liſters, : 


and the Collectors, procures a faithful payment 
of the taxes. 

Though every poffibig 8 ſeems to be 
here provided by law, to hinder any unfair ſtate- 
ment of property for taxation; yet, in Connecti- 
cut, as in other places, men find means to cheat 
the revenue. As the eſtimates of property are 
not given in upon oath, many who would ſcruple 
to ſwear to the truth of a falſe ſtatement, make 


no difficulty of giving in their eſtimates, in the 


preſent caſe, with a careleſs inaccuracy that fails 
not to favour themſelves. However diligent, the 
enquiries of the Liſters are ſtill inſufficient to de- 
tect every little artifice. A thouſand things OC- 
cur to render it impoſſible that they ſhould. 


Several of the wealthieſt perſons in the ſtate, have 
owned to me, that the taxation which they actu- 


ally pay, is not above a ſixth part of what they 
. 5 ought 
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ought to pay. One wk of cell jon, commonly 
practiſed in Connecticut, is, by placing in the 


loweſt claſs, land that, on account of its ſituation, 


its quality, its produce, ought rather to be ranked 


in the higheſt; which make a difference upon the 


tax of five ſixths or ſometimes, even of twenty- 


nine thirtieths. A table of taxable property, by 


which the Supreme Court regulates the taxation, 
exhibits a proportion of lands of the loweſt claſs 
which muſt appear far too great, to any perſon 
that has an acquaintance with the country. The 
whole amount of taxable property was eſtimated, 
in the year 1790, at the ſum of five millions ſeven 


hundred and twenty thouſand four hundred and 


1 eight y dollars. 


Theſe taxes have, for theſe ſeveral years, been 


but twenty-three thouſand dollars, regularly 
paid. The annual expenditure of the govern- 


ment amounts nearly to fifty thouſand dollars. 


But, there is a tax upon written deeds, or, in 


other words, a ſtamp- tax, that yields from fix to 
eight thouſand dollars a year. The State for- 


merly lent three hundred and fifty thouſand dal- 


lars to the Union, for which it receives intereſt at 
the rate of four per cent. And it has, likcwiſe, 


ſome other ſources of income, of which I could 
not obtain any diſtinct account. But, its income 


is, altogether, equal to its expenditure. The 


taxes 
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taxes impoſed by the Supreme Court, are fixed 


in proportion to the neceſſities of the preſent _ 


year, and the economy of former ones. There 
are a number of banks in Connecticut. 


The trade of Connecticut! is, as I mentioned in 


ſpeaking of New London, confined to the ex- : 


portation of the ſurplus produce of the lands, to 
the Weſt India Ifles, or to the other States of 


the Union. Cattle and mules from thoſe parts 
of the State of New York, which are contiguous 


to Albany, are included in this exportation. New 
York is the emporium of almoſt all the trade of 


Connecticut, of which the ſhips are wont often 


either to take in their cargoes or at leaſt to com- 
plete them, there, and to bring their returning 
. thither. 

The whole exports from Connecticut, were, 


in the year 1791, of the value of ſeven hundred 


and ten thouſand three hundred and fifty- two 
dollars; in 1792, eight hundred and ſeventy- 


nine thouſand ſeven hundred and fifty- two dol- 
lars; in 1793, ſeven hundred and ſeventy thou- 
ſand two hundred and fifty- four dollars; in 1794, 


ſeven hundred and twelve thouſand ſeven hun- 


dred and ſixty- four dollars; in 1795, eight hun- 
dred and ninetcen thouſand four ds and 


ſixty-five dollars. 


The tonnage of the ſhips belonging to Cans 
as necticut, 
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necticut, whether engaged in the foreign or the: 
coaſting trade, amounts, nll, e 


thouſand tons. 7: 
Connecticut is, after Rhode Illand and Dela- 


| ware, the ſmalleſt State in the Union; but, in pro- 


portion to its extent, the moſt populous. There 
are about one and fifty perſons to every ſquare 
mile. As the lands are all occupied and in cul- 


tivation, more perſons emigrate out of Connecti- : 
cut to the newly acquired lands, than from any 


other State in the Union. This will be more 


particularly evinced from the following ſtate- 


ment of facts. 
In the year 1756, the ene population of 


Ts Connecticut, was one hundred and twenty- nine 
thouſand and twenty-four ſouls, in 1774, one 


hundred and ninety-ſcyen thouſand cight hun- 


dred and fifty-ſix ſouls; in 1782, two hundred 


and nineteen thouſand one hundred and fifty 
ſouls; in 1791, two hundred and thirty-ſeven 


thouſand nine hundred and forty-ſix ſouls. Thus, 


in the courſe of the firſt eighteen years, the ave- 


rage increaſe of the population, was three thou- 
fand eight hundred and twenty ſouls annually; 


for the next eight years, it was but two thouſand 


ſtx hundred and fixty-one ſouls a year; during 
cach of the laſt nine years taken at an average, 


it has not been more than two thouſand and 
. 
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eighty- ſix ſouls. Celibacy is not now more com- 
mon than formerly: and it was never frequent 
in Connecticut. Young people marry early : and 
their marriages are very fruitful, augmenting the 
population very rapidly. It may, therefore, be 


calculated that two-thirds of the numbers which 
are continually added to the former population, 


leave the country, and Co to ſettle in the newly 

occupied territories. Many of the landholders in 
Connecticut purchaſe lands, at a very low price 
in the State of Vermont. Theſe they retain for 
themſelves till their children grow up ; and then 


beſtow them upon ſome of the young folks, as 


their patrimony. Moſt of thoſe who emigrate 


out of Connecticut, leave it, only becauſe they 


cannot find 1 in 1t, a place tor comfortable and ad- 
vantageous ſettlement. | 


The inhabitants of Connecticut, are, almoſt 


univerſally, of Engliſh deſcent, and are a ſober, 
active, induſtrious people. Their diſtinguiſhing 


qualitics are nearly the ſame, as thoſe of the 


other inhabitants of New England. They are 


ſaid to be very litigions. And there are, indeed, 
few diſputes, even of the moſt trivial nature, 
among them, that can be terminated elſewhere 
than before a court of juſtice. No ſtate, per- 


haps no equal number of people in the univerſe, 
have ſuch a multitude of law-ſuits. There 18, 


no 


2 4 


rere 


poliſhed people in the world. 
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no where-elſe, ſuch a mob of advocates, as here. 
Is it the multiplicity of law-ſuits that has en- 
gendered the lawyers? Or do not the lawyers 
rather give birth to the exceſs of law-ſuits? Be 
this as it may; theſe lawyers have, at preſent, 
very great ipfluence among the people of this 
ſtate, eſpecially in political matters. It is even 
ſaid to be greater than that of the miniſters, who, 


in conſequence of their mutual wranglings, and 


their fierce intolerance, have loſt much of the 
high influence which they once poſſeſſed. 

The people of Connecticut are rigid and zeal- 
ous in the diſcharge of their religious duties. But, 
I have been told, that ſincere devotion, founded. 
upon thorough conviction, is rare among them. 


Their manners are ſtrongly republican. They 


are, all, in eaſy circumſtances; few of them, opu- 


| Tent. Such as do poſſeſs extraordinary wealth, 
arc very anxious to conceal their fortunes from 


the vigilant and invidious Jealouſy of their fel- 


low citizens. 


The prevalent e ſentiments are full of 


attachment to freedom, and to the preſent con- 


ſtitution. The people are rough in their man- 
ners; yet frank and hoſpitable; though leſs 
agrecably ſo, than the inhabitants of Maſſachu- 
ſetts, Who are, however, certainly not the moſt | 


| In 
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In the year 1784, 1 had been honoured at 
Paris, with the freedom of the town of New- 
haven. It was conferred in a very reſpectful let- 
ter from the mayor and aldermen of the town. 
I knew not, to whom J was obliged for this at- 
tention. I received it with no particular notice; 
lttle thinking, at that time, that, in eight years, 
Newhaven would be the only place in the world, 
in which I might confidently expect to be owned 
as a citizen. On my arrival in Newhaven, I 
thought it my duty to make my acknowledg- 
ments for the honour I had received. But, it was 
probable, that the magiſtrates by whom it had 
been conferred, muſt have forgotten the little 
tranſaction, as J had never written to them, in 
anſwer to their letter. I went, however, to viſit 
them, as a freeman of the town. One of them 
had been for ſome years in France, had, obtained 
a good place, and had alſo been at Liancourt. 
There, while I fat at table with a number of 
_ gueſts, he had expreſſed a deſire to ſee the apart- 
ments. Permiſſion was readily granted on my 
part; and he was aſked into the dining- room, 
which was very large. But I had no opportunity 
to ſhew him any other attentions than were paid 
to all thoſe who came, almoſt daily, to fee my 
houſe and gardens. This worthy man, however, 
when he ik me, in ax preſent humble condi- 
| tion, 
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| tion, recolleRted, with "Ol gratitude, the civili- 
ties he had met with, at my ſeat, which I, as 
was natural, had quite forgotten. In conſequence 


of this, I was received by the magiſtrates and 


principal burgeſſes of the town, with a warm and 
| hearty welcome, ſuch as men naturally ſhew to- 


wards a perſon whom they ſee with an agree- 
able ſurprize. Mr. HiL.Lnovuse, member of the 
Congreſs, with whom I had occaſion, to become 


acquainted in Philadelphia, was my conductor to 


them. He is a worthy, hoſpitable man, of true 


republican principles and manners; as, indeed, 


are all the people of Connecticut. Yet, I cannot | 


help preferring thoſe of Maſſachuſetts, who with 


the ſame plainneſs, are, however, leſs preciſe, and 


more amiable in their manners. 


FAIRFIELD. —NORWALK.—STAMFORD. 
The State of Connecticut extends only five or 
ſix miles beyond Stamford. This tract is not in 


10 good a ſtate of occupancy and cultivation, as 
that through which J had come. The land ad- 


jacent to the ſea, is in the ſame ſtate as that which 
lies ſome what farther back. From Penobſcot to 
New York, it is full of rocks. Yet, ſome part of 


the country through which the road leads, is ver- 


dant, covered with rich crops, and agreeably i in- 
tereſting to the view. A conſiderable part of it 
18 


* 
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: 18 covered with woods, conſiſting chiefly of pines, : 
 ſpruce-firs, and birches. Thirteen miles from 


Newhaven, you croſs the River Stratford in a very 


good and ſafe ferry-boat, At the ferry, the river 


is about half a mile broad. The road is uneven, 


and ſo ſtony, as to be not at all pleaſant to a tra- 


veller. You croſs a number of ſmaller ſtreams, by 
paſſing along tolerably good bridges. Theſe are 
navigable, only when ſwollen by the flowing tide. 
There are two or three ſmall veſſels which trade 
from hence to New York and the neighbouring 


towns: and at leaſt one goes to the Antilles. I 


ſaw one at Neuwied, that had cattle on board. 


; It Was bound for the Weſt Indies; though its ton- 
nage was, indeed, very ſmall. All theſe ſmall ports 


or crecks belong to the diſtrict of Fairfield, the 
ſmalleſt of four into which Connecticut is divid- 
ed. The exports from this diſtrict, amounted, 
in the year 1791, to fifty thouſand three hundred 
and fifteen dollars; in the year 1792, to fifty-three 
thouſand three hundred and ſeventeen dollars; in 
1793, to ſeventy-fi ve thouſand three hundred and 
cight dollars; 1 in 1794, to ſeventy-ſeven thouſand 
four hundred and twenty-ſix dollars; in 1795, to 
eighty thouſand one ne and forty-th dol- 
lars. | 
Between Fairfield and Stamford are frequent 
rocks. The inhabitantgggge not very numerous. 
Some 


bn - — > oy. 
3 
— 


— 
— 2 


— 


> — > 5. 
—— be 
* S= a 3. 
ee ES 


— — — z — 22 — 
— — rr 
X 1 


22. Ir AE 3 22 . 
” 8 — 8 "Ie q EAT 
w_—c 8 r . — 8 2 * 
F —-¾ > 2 IEEE 3 — 


348  *—© TRAVELS THROUGH 


Some villages of a pretty thriving appearance, are, 
however, to be ſeen from the high road. No cul- 
ture but that of meadows, no tillage, appears. It | 

is ſaid that the ſoil is, in general, ſufficiently fit 
for bearing corn, but that the nature of the cli- 
mate ſubjects the crop to a blaſting that never 


fails to ſpoil it in its growth. Theſe diſadvan- 


tages affect the whole territory * ing Aang this 


| part of the coalt. 


; a | 4 
ENVIRONS OF NEW YORK.—PAULUSITOOK. 
At the diſtance of eight miles from Stamford, 


the traveller enters the State of New York. The 


quality of the land is ſtill the ſame. From New- 
haven, the road {till leads along the coaſt, in the 
ſame direction with that which goes to New Lon- 


don. From this place, the coaſt of Long Iſland, 


18 forty. from Newhaven, it is not more than 
twenty, miles, diſtance. But, the two coaſts ad- 
vance continually towards one another, as you ap- 


proach New York, till, at laſt, oppoſite to this city, 
the ſhores of Long Iſland are ſeen at no more than 
half a mile's diſtance. Ships of ſmall burthen 
make their way through the Sound, to New York. 
The paſſage, called Hell Gate, is ſo difficult to 
large ſhips, that it was attempted but twice in * 


time of the American war. 


A ſmall part of the = has bow conſtrued 
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by perſons who undertoglk this buſineſs upon the 
credit of a toll that is now levied. This part was, 
for theſe two laſt years, almoſt impaſſable, but is 
now excellent. Thoſe fragments of rock which 
have been cleared out of the road, are piled up 
along its ſides, and ſerve to prevent any deviation 
beyond the juſt limits of its breadth. The paſſage 
to the iſland of New York, is, by King's Ferry, 
at the diſtance of fourteen miles from that city. 
This iſland is ſeparated from the main-land by 
2 narrow arm of the North River, which falls 


into the Sound, and extends in length, between 


the Sound and that noble river. It is, here, a 


mile and a half broad: And on its oppoſite bank, 


are the rugged rocks of Jerſey. The ſoil of the 
xland of New York, is a barren ſand. Some not 
very productive farms lie along the road; and the 
ifle is covered with frequent eme be- 


longing to rich inhabitants of the town of New 
York. The nearer you approach to the town, ſo 


much the more handſome and numerous do you 
ſee thoſe country-houſes to become. By manure 
and laborious culture, the fields have been made 


to yield tolerable crops, and the gardens, with 


great difficulty, to produce pulſe and pot-herbs. 


I knew, that the epidemical ſickneſs was fo far 


mitigated in New York, that the communication 
Was s again open between this city and Philadel- 


Phia. 
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phia. But, I went to Elizabeth- town, to viſit 
Mr. RicxerrTs; not knowing how extremely fear- 
ful both he and his wife were, leſt the infection 
ſhould, by any means, be communicated to their 
children. I, there, determined not to halt in 
New York, as my acquaintance would, moſt _ . 
bably, have left the town. 


MINERALOGICAL OBSERVATIONS. 


| Granite | is the ſpecies of rock moſt prevalent 
along the coaſts of Maſſachuſetts, New Hamp- 
ſhire, and Maine. The appearance of its frag- 
ments on the ſurface, is ſufficient to enable any 
one to judge of the quality of the ſoil, even with- 
out examining into it, more particularly. Granite 
is not, however, the only ſort of rock, here, to be 
diſcovered. There is a great abundance of lime- 
ſtone at Thomaſtown, Belfaſt, Ducktrap, and 
Waldoborough. A ſand- ſtone is there found in 
yet greater plenty. There is ſome ſlate, of which 
a part is exceſſively hard; though it be more com- 
monly black and ſcaly, — at the corner of 
. Beatrix-hull. . 
The lime-ſtone in General Knox's quarries at 
 Thomaſtown is entirely cryſtallized, and mixed 
with aglittering ſand-ſtone. Some beautiful pieces 
of talc are occaſionally found among its layers. It 
is caſy to be burnt, and affords very good quick- 
ume. 
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| lime. Farther towards the back-country of Maine, 
I found the rocks to be the ſame as on the coaſt. 


Such at leaſt did they appear, wherever the ground 


was opened to any depth. On the ſurface, there 
vas a pure gravel, or, more commonly, a clay, a 


ſtiff loam, or a rich vegetable earth. The cataract 


of Androſcoaggin, near the mouth of Kennebec 
River, exhibits ſtrata of a hard ſchiſtus. In Port- 
land there is an intermixture of granite with 
ſand- ſtone and other glittering ſtones. From the 


heights near Portland, are ſeen various white 


rocks, the higheſt in New England. They are 


ſituate in New Hampſhire. They lie, in an aſſem- 


blage together, behind the three foremoſt ranges 
which ſtretch from north-eaſt to ſouth-weſt. 
| They divide Merrimack from Connecticut. They 
are ſeen from a great diſtance eaſtward. They 
are more than ſeventy miles diſtant from Portſ- 
mouth. They are ſaid to conſiſt of granite ; but 
I did not ſee them near enough to be able to de- 
termine. Of this ſort are the mountains of New 


Hampſhire in general. On the way from Salem, 


are large rocks of a yellowiſh red colour, whick 


have, at firſt ſight, the appearance of jaſper, but 


are, in fact, only a very hard ochre. In the vici- 


nity of Boſton, on the ſea-ſhore, and in the fields 


behind the town, are a great variety of ſerpentines, 


feldſpars, and different other ſtones, ſome of which 


Are 


1-6 


# 
1 

4271 
IT © 


$393 4+ | TRAVELS THROUGH 


5 ale exceedingly beautiful. D Milton, a vil- 
| lage at the diſtance of two miles from Boſton, is 


a tract of ground covered over with pudding- 
ſtones ; - and the brooks exhibit, on their beds 
water-worn fragments of granite,. ſchoerl, and 


ſand- ſtone. Strata of granite and ſand-ſtone are 
_ equally to be found in the neighbourhood of Ply- 
mouth, in Rhode Iſland, and in the environs of 
Providence. In digging for wells near this laſt 
| town, there have bcen found an aſbeſtine earth, 


and an impure lead-ore. Such is the general cha- 
racer of the ſtrata along the coaſts of Connecti- 


cut, and as far as to New York. The obſerva- 
tions I made on the terraces of ſome places con- 
tiguous to Mohawk's River, and near German 
Flats, are ſtill more applicable to that adjacent to 
Connecticut River. Sometimes only one, but 
more commonly both banks of the river conſiſt of 
flat ground, which is, ever, more or leſs, under 
water, and of which the ſoil is a clay. At ſome 


diſtance backward, this level ground is bounded 


by a perpendicular elevation of the ſurface, to the 


height of from twenty-five to forty feet. Above 
this, is another level plain, the ſoil of which, is 


naturally dry. This plain is bounded by another 
abrupt elevation of the ſurface, which has the 


appearance of having been executed by art in ſome 


ood of very remote antiquity. Beyond it, is 


- 


another : 


— 
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another ſimilar work, apparently ſtill more an- 
cient. There are, in ſome places, four alternations 
of theſe plains and perpendicular riſes, one behind 
another, which aſcend with the regularity of ter- 
races in a garden, to the ſummits of the hills. 
Where the hills deſcend to the very brink of the 
river, theſe terraced plains are to be ſeen, only 
one ſide. More commonly, however, they ap- 
pear on both ſides: And, in this caſe, the correſ- 
ponding terraces, on the oppoſite ſides, are of the 
ſame level. Contemplating theſe wonderful ap; 
pearances, one is naturally led to conjecture, that 
theſe heights were once the immediate banks, of 
the river, winc!: in deſcending to its preſent chan- 
nel gradually formed the ſucceſſive flats and per- 
pendicular elevations that we now ſee. This con- 
jecture is farther confirmed by the fact, that theſe 
heights are compoſed of a very white argillaceous 
{chiſtus, which crumbles into a powder, in the 
air, ſuch as proves to be a fat earth, is excellent 
for vegetation, and is of the ſame ſort, as the ſoil 
of theſe interjacent flats. In opening the ſoil of 
| theſe flats, people often find branches of trees, in 
a more or leſs perfect ſtate of preſervation. Theſe, 
in the moiſt ſtate in which they are found, may 
be moulded with the fingers, like clay ; but, when 
dry, they reſume the compact, fibrous texture of 
wood. I have not heard that whole trees have, 
. II. - Tm 2: _ 
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been found in this WE, but, it is . 
that, in digging deeper, fuch might be met with. 

I have found, here, no remains of marine ant- 
mals. The ſtones in the river exhibit no petri- 
factions of animals, at leaſt, none that I could ſee. 
| In the interior country are found ſlates of Various 
forms, oy by and qualities. 


_ TREES. 


The different trees in the province of Maine 
are nearly the ſame as thoſe in the province of 
Canada. Some, ſuch as the thuya occidentalis, 
are not found farther ſouthward. The ſilver fir 
grows in great plenty in the neighbourhood of 
North Yarmouth. The red oak, the white oak, 
and another ſort of oak that grows not above the 
height of fifteen feet, with no conſiderable thick- 
neſs, and is uſed only for ſewel, are to be found 
there. The black fir, the Weymouth pine, the 
red cedar, the common fir, the red maple, the 
Pennſylvanian afh, the black birch, and the dwarf 
birch are, there, common. Theſe trees are, alſo, 
found in Maſſachuſetts, Ne Hampſhire, and 
Connecticut. The ſaſſafras is very common in 
the laſt mentioned ſtate; but, rare in the pro- 
vince of Maine. The balm-poplar I have not 
teen northward of New A 


FOWLS, 
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FOWILS. 
Here is a Wande diverſity of ſmall bol 


particularly in regard to colour. I was in Maine, 
Juſt about the time when the wood-pigeons 80 


ſouthward. They are engaged for the ſpace of a 


week in taking their departure. An innumer- 
able multitude of theſe fowls, is then ſeen to 
darken the air, to hang upon the trees, and to 


Tight on the fields. In ſpring and harveſt, they 


are killed in thouſands, TiN Rat all the United 
States. 


SQUIRRELS.” 


S abound throughout all America; but, 
in New England, {till more than any where elſe. 
They are of different ſorts, and various colours. 
The ſmall grey ſquirrel is diſtinguiſhed from the 
flying ſquirrel. Some of the Americans eat their 


: fleſh. 


ELIZABETH-TOW x. | 
As I could ſpend but little time. here, and was | 


unlucky in coming unſeaſonably to the houſe of 
Mr. and Mrs. Ricketts, my information relative 


to this town, is, therefore, but inconſiderable. | 


The territory of this townſhip was purchaſed from 
the Indians in the year 1664, and was firſt occu- 


pred by Fmgrants from Long Iſland. At preſent, 
Aa 2 the 


2585 . 'TRAVELS THROUGH 


- the town conſiſts of about two hundred well-built 
| houſes, two handſome churches, —of which one 
belongs to the Epiſcopal perſuaſion, the other to 
the Preſbyterians, a decent council-houſe, and an 
academy. At the diſtance of a mile weſtward 
from the town, is the courſe of Paſſaik River, 
which paſſes to the north of Staten Illand, and 
falls into the bay of New Vork. This conveni- 
ence of ſituation for water- carriage, renders Eli- 
zabeth - town a conſiderable mart for thoſe pro- 
ducts of the back lands of New K | erſey, which are 
imported into New York. At the houſe of Mr. 
Ricketts, I met with Mrs. Kean, whom I had 
been often in corapany with, at Philadelphia, on : 
the preceding winter, and from whom I had ex- 
perienced great hoſpitality. She now wore a 
mourning-dreſs, having loſt her huſband, Who 
died, ſoon after my departure from Philadelphia, 
and who was one of the moſt reſpectable men in 
all America. Mr. Ricketts, a gentleman of Eng- 
liſn deſcent ; long ſerved as an officer in the 
Engliſn army; is frank and open in his manners; 
and bears the character of being a trite Eng liſi 
country. gent leman. He poſſeſſes, likewiſe, a rich 
plantation in Jamaica, from which he brings all 
his negroes; the laws of Jerſey ſtill permitting 
ſlavery. In the northern American States, ſuch 
ſervitude is far from being fo ſevere as in the 


iſlands, 
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iſlands. © But, manners, not "laws, pr roduce the 
only difference. There is no law to hinder an 
inhabitant of Jerſey from beating, and otherwiſe 
cruelly uſing, his negro- ſlave. Should he mutilate 
his ſlave of a limb, or beat an eye out of his head; 
the courts of juſtice may condemn the maſter to 
a temporary impriſonment, but have no power 
either to ſet the injured ſlave at liberty, or to 
order him to be ſold to a differènt maſter. It is 
not, therefore, probable, that even a tyrannical 
maſter can be checked by ſuch careleſs regula- 
tions. Sucha ſituation of things muſt be ſhock- 
ing in any country, but above all, in a free repub- 
| lican ſtate. But, the negroes of Mr. Ricketts, 
arc, in all reſpects, as well treated, as any labourers 
who are freemen, can poſſibly be. The liberty 
here allowed of keEping negro-ſlaves, and the ge- 
neral opinions of the country in favour of ſlavery, 
have brought into New Jerſey, a number of 
French emigrants from St. Domingo, who have 
ſet many of their negroes at liberty. Theſe fami- 
lies have left moſt of their property under tlie 
protection of the Engliſh ; a conduct of which 
they do not-much boaſt. Some of them are eager 
to diſtinguiſh themſelves by their principles and 
| behaviorr, more than the reſt : But, even thoſe 
are not altogether tree from the prejudices on the 
planter. 
Aa 3 . Dag 
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\ 


During my mort ſtay at New York, I coutd 


not without great anxiety, fix my mind on the 


objects before me; for I was in carneſt expecta- 


tion of letters from Europe, which greatly agi- 
tated both my hopes and fears. In this ſtate of 
| mind, I could have made but little progreſs in 


any enquiries into the circumſtances of a town of 
1o great importance, that a much longer time 


would have been requiſite to enable one to know- 


much about it. I have ſince had occaſion to 


make a longer viſit to this place: And I ſhall, 


therefore, delay making any remarks concerning 
it, till I come to ſpeak of that journey. I haye 
{een the leader of that which is called the Fede- 
raliſt Party. According to what I have heard of 
Mr. Jay from his friends, he himſelf would make 


| as bad a Preſident, as his treaty makes a ſyſtem, 


for the regulation of the intercourſe between 


America and Britain. It is affirmed, that he liſt- 


ened to every piece of new information, and in the 


1 unfolding of his reafons and deſigns, availed him- 
ſelf of every political incident. How far he may 
follow ont this odious ſyſtem of conduct, I know 

not: that it is, in truth, his titem, I have no 
doubt. | 


W lat 1 have heard PIN Mr. Hull himſelf 


confirms me in my previous opinion, that he could 
not but wiſh for a better treaty. He 1s one of the 


— 
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ableſt men I have. hitherto; known in. America. 


He poſſeſſes a comprehenſive mind, the energy of 
genius, clearneſs of ideas, a flowing eloquence, 


knowledge of all ſorts, lively ſenſibility, a good 5 


character, and very amiable manners. This praiſe 
rather falls ſhort of his deſert, than exceeds it. 
Mr. KING, a Senator of the United States, and 


a leader of the party to which he belongs, is alſo 


a man highly diſtinguiſhed for his talents, and 
for the worth and amiableneſs of his character. 
Party- ſpirit infects the moſt reſpectable, as well 
as the meaneſt of men. All that I have remarked 
in New York, and whatever I have learned an 
other places, during the laſt three months, leads 
me to fear, that America cannot long continue 


to enjoy its preſent internal tranquillity ; a tran- 


qullity eſſentially neceſſary to confirm and ex- 
tend that high proſperity Which many other cir- 
cCumſtances ſeem, at preſent, to THEE: to ad 
ſtow upon theſe United States. ; 4 
While I was at New York, I made an excur- 
ſion to the beautiful country-ſeat of Colonel 
Burr. The Colonel, in regard to politics, be- 
longs to the Oppoſition. He is one of the moſt 
amiable men I ever ſaw. . 4 bs 
The yellow-fever has raged for theſe laſt . 
months in New York, and has cut off a great 


8 many lives, yet has been, in the whole, leſs fatal, 
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| here, at chis time, than it ens; , laſt year, at Phi- 
ladelphia. It has confined its ravages to that part 
of the town, which is adjacent to the harbour. 
Its rage begins to be, for the preſent ſomewhat 
aſſuaged. But, medicine does not appear to have, 


as yet, found out any very ſucceſsful mode of 


treating this diſtemper. 


Between Elizabethtown and New York, lies 
the town or village of Newark. It is one of the 


fineſt villages in America. It conſiſts of one very 
Tong and very broad ſtreet, the ſides of which are 
planted thick with rows of trees, and which 1s 
compoſed of truly handſome houſes. Theſe are 
all of brick or wood, and every one of them has, 


behind it, a neat garden. Newark is the uſual 


ſtage for the mail-coaches and for travellers paſſing | 


between Philadelphia and New York. There are, 


of conſequence, a number of good inns in this 
place. This part of the country is particularly 
famous for its cyder ; which is greatly ſuperior to 
that produced i in other parts of Jerſey; though 
'eyen the reſt of the Jerſey cyder be preferable to 
| Whatever 1s produced any Where elſe in America, 
—ervcn to the cyder of Virginia, which! is reck- 


oned exceedingly good. A ſhoemaker who ma- 


nufactures ſhoes: for exportation, employs, here, 
between three hundred and four- hundred work- 
| men,—al moſt one halt of the inhabitants of the 


* 
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town. The number of theſe, - has been grey | 
augmented by the influx of families which the 


late maſſacres have driven from St. Domingo and 


the other French iſlands. Newark lies on the 
river Paſſaik. Coming from New York, we are 


obliged to paſs through a tract of exceedingly 
ſwampy ground. A road was, about a year fince, 


conſtructed, for the firſt time, through this moraſs. 


It conſiſts of trees having their branches cut away, 


diſpoſed longitudinally, one beſide another, and 


thghtly covered with carth : this road 1s, of courle, 
{till very difagreeable to the traveller, and very 


difficult for carriages. Though on horſeback, I 


was little annoyed by this inconvenience: I was 
more difagreeably ſenſible of its diſadvantageous 


narrowneſs, which is ſuch, that two carriages can- 
not paſs one another upon it, and that, even two 
perſons meeting on horſeback, cannot eaſily avoid 


juſtling one another. This ill-conſtruted, and 
far too narrow cauſeway, has coſt a. great ex- 
_ pence. It is three miles long, and has, at each 
end, a broad wooden bridge of ſtrong and hand- 
ſome conſtruction. The toll exacted at the bndges 
is intended to defray the expence of the road. 
The way between Newark and Elizabethtown, 
leads through an agreeable country, adorned with 


good houſes, and farms having a pleaſing aſpect of 


<M—_ The fields are planted with fruit. 
. trees, 
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trees, particularly with peach-trees, which are very 
common in Jerſey. I fell in with a fox-chaſe in 
my ſhort journey on this road. It is a common 
diverſion with the gentlemen of Jerſey, at leaſt in 
theſe parts; and here, as in England, every one 
Joins the chace, who, either has a horſe of his own, 
or can borrow one. I ſhould almoſt have thought, 

at the firſt fight, that I was in Suffolk: but, both 
dogs and horſes were of a much more indifferent 

appearance, than thoſe I aue there, have ſeen. 


1 WOODBRIDGE. 


From ( tdovn to Woodbridge, a trad. of 
ten miles, the land is, in general, in a good ſtate | 
of cultivation, but is more commonly laid out in 
meadows, and planted with maize, than dreſſed 
for wheat. The ſoil is light and fandy, When 
moderately manured, it yields wheat. I ſaw ſome 
fields green with wheat of a very good and pro- 
miſing appearance. The ravages of the Heſſian- 
fly greatly diſcourage all the farmers in Jerſey 
from the culture of wheat. Nothing leſs than 
the preſent high price could overcome the diſlike 
Which, here, exiſts towards it, as an article of 
crop. 8 „ 
Woodbridge i is a "a villows many "FO the 

_ houſes of which, lic at good diſtances from one 
another. It is interſected 1 a ſmall ſtream. 
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which ſoon after joins a greater one, called Ar- 
thurkill, that falls into the contiguous, bay of 
Amboy. The road, as you approach Woodbridge, 
leads, thrice, acroſs the river Barray, on which les 
the ſmall village of Bridge- town. This is one of 
the moſt pleaſing little places on the whole way, 
on account of the variouſly. cultivated fields lying 
around it, its ſmall but very neat houſes, and its 
many fine orchards. 
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BRUNSWICK. 


Between Woodbridge and Brunſwick, the land 
is not fertile. The meadows are tracts of rough 
ground. Many uncultivated fields are to be ſeen, 

which yield no other produce than a coarſe graſs. 
But, even from the heights over which the road; 
at times, runs, the traveller has agrecable proſ- 
pects of the river Rariton as far a8 tO Amboy, of 
Amboy itſelf; and of Staten Iſland, with the ad- 
. jacent expanſe. of waters. It is a rich and. noble 
proſpect, but one of which the eye ſoon tires. 
You approach the firſt houſes in Brunſwick by 
paſting along a handſome wooden bridge that 
leads acroſs the river Rariton. It is new, and 
juſt about to be finiſhed; for a flood, laſt year, 
carried away a former bridge of too ſlight con- 
ſtruction; that had been erected, the year before. 


5 Brunſwick.is the the principal town of the county Fl 
To, _— of | i 
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of Middleſex, which contains about ſeventeen 


thouſand inhabitants, of whom two thouſand are 


ſlaves. This town contains, at preſent, | about two 


hundred and twenty inhabitants; and its popu- 
lation 1s annually encreaſing. The ſurrounding 


territory and the river lie exceedingly low. This 
ſmall town is the mart for the produce of all the 


adjacent country, and for that of the back-lands— 


to the great hills, a tract of twenty mules 1 in ex- 


tent. By the river Rariton, it has a direct in- 


tercourſe by water, and a conſiderably briſk traf- 


| fic, with the town of New York. 


PRIN CETOWN. 


As you ; approach from Brun the adjoin- 


ing territory is, for two or three miles, pretty. 
agrecable. It, then, becomes rough, and of a very 
indifferent, reddiſh ſoil. The land is covered, and 
even the road obſtructed, with large maſſes of 
ſchiſtus. The way paſſes on, from hill to hill; 


and yet, no intereſting proſpect appears, to com- 


penſate the toil of ſuch a journey. Two or three 


ſmall ſtreams are to be croſſed, which have mills 
upon them. Three miles from Princetown, the 
land becomes more level, exhibits a better ſhow 
of cultivation, and is, in general, more agrecable 
to the eye. The houſes belonging to Princeton 
are, for the ſpace of a mile, cluſtered together, in 

5 | — what 
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what is called a town, which may conſiſt of from 
ſeventy to eighty houſes, in all. Almoſt all of 
theſe are ſurrounded with beautiful ſhrubbery. 

Princetown is famous throughout America, as 
the ſeat of an excellent college. Here are from 
one hundred and twenty to one hundred and fifty 
ſtudents, from all different parts of the United 
States 


| MAIDENHEAD. 
Eight miles from Princetown, lies Maiden- 
head, where I am, at preſent, writing, on this 
Tueſday, the 8th of November. I choſe this petty 
” inn, to avoid falling in with the ſtage-coaches, 
the paſſengers in which, naturally engroſs all the 
accommodation, at the inns at which they uſu- 
ally ſtop, in preference to any ſolitary rider. I 
deſired to obtain ſome reſt. In regard to the in- 
convenience from the ſtage-coaches, at any other 
inn, I was very indifferent : but as to my reſt, 1 
was not indifferent; and in this ſmall place L 
hoped to enjoy it. But the only bed- chamber 
in the houſe happened, when J alighted, to be 
occupied by a club of the labourers and other in- 
habitants of the ncighbourhood, aſſembled from 
the diſtance of two miles round. Theſe were 
joined by people drawn together on account of a 
horſe-race, which was to be run at the diſtance of 
three mules from Maidenhead, Thee people had 
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be ſoon a glaſs of grog in their heads, and bens to 

make a conſiderable buſtle in the inn. I was ne- 
ceſſarily obliged to retire with my table, into a 
ſmall corner by the fire, to anſwer the queſtions 
which they put to me, and to gi ve them the uſe 
of my pen, to ſcrawl out their accounts. They 

were the beſt folks in the world; only, 1 in reſpect 
to their writing, a little more of ſcholars than 
was quite agreeable to me. I muſt, however, do 
them the juſtice, to own, that they did not hinder 
me from ſmoking my ſegar. 


ARRIVAL AT PHILADELPHIA. 


From Maidenhead to Trenton, the land is mo- 
derately good. At many places through which 
the way runs, it is ſtill uncleared. Trenton is the 
principal town of the State of New Jerſey. It 
contains about three hundred houſes, moſt of 
which are of wood. Thoſe of the high-ſtreet are 
{ſomewhat better in ſtructure than the reſt; yet 
ſtill but very moderate in their appearance. 
Trenton poſſeſſes all the uſual public buildings 
of the capital of a ſtate. About a quarter of a 
mile beyond this town, is the paſſage over the 
Delaware by a ferry, which, though ten ſtage- 
coaches daily paſs in it, is ſuch, that it would be 
reckoned a very bad ferry in Europe. The river 
3s one hundred and ny fathoms broad. Here 
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hundred flaves. 
wards the hills, and there is much of it as yet un- 
cleared and unoccupied. Soon after croſſing the 
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begin thoſe rapid deſcents in this river, which in- 
terrupt its aſcending navigation for all but flat- 
bottomed veſſels of eight or ten tons burthen. 
On the ſarther fide of the river, the retroſpect to 
Trenton is, in à conſiderable degree, pleaſing. 
The ground between that town and the Dela- 
ware is ſmooth, ſloping, decorated with the flow- 
In the envi- 
rons of the town, too, are a number of hand- 
ſome villas which greatly enrich the landſcape. 
| Trenton is the head town of the county of Mid- 


ers and verdure of a fine meadow. 


dleton, which contains about ſix thouſand inha- 
bitants, and, among theſe, between four and five 
This county extends back to- 


river, the traveller comes to Morriſville. RoBERT 


Monks, proprictor of all the lands on which this 


town is placed, has here a fine country ſeat. He 


has eſtabliſhed here a number of forges : there is 
much iron in the neighbourhood, and other ad- 


vantages for the manufacture concur : yet the 


cſtabiſhment has not hitherto proved. ſucceſsful. 
The extent of his ſpeculations ſomewhat diſor- 


dered his affairs. Withdrawing, in conſequence 


of this, from a part of that immenſe multiplicity | 

of buſineſs in which he was formerly engaged == 

he will now be able to attend to the collecting 
OO cs | „ 
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of the taxes with an 1 vigilanee, which 
can hardly fail to make them productive: for no 
man can bring more of intelligence, activity, and 
zeal, than Robert Morris, to the care of all that 


regards the public good, as he ſufficiently evinced 


in the courſe of the Revolution. 


Having croſſed the Delaware, the traveller is 
within the limits of the province of Pennſylva- 


nia, and at the diſtance of four and thirty miles 


from the city of Philadelphia. The road leading 


along the river, ſometimes cloſe to its banks, 


ſometimes receding more or leſs from it, paſſes 
through the beautiful villages of Briſtol and 


Frankfort. The land does not ſeem to be very | 
good; vet, is not worſe than ſome other lands 
that are under culture, in Pennſylvania. The 


road is broad, and in a good ſtate of repair. No 


one of the other ſtates pays ſo much attention 
as Pennſylvania, to its roads and bridges. A num- 
ber of good houſes are ſeen from the bighway. 


The nearer you approach to Philadelphia; ſo 


much the more remarkably does every thing 
aſſume the appearance natural to the vicinity of 
A creat V; | 
Paſſing Kenſington, you enter that capital of 
Pennſylvania, and, in truth, of all America, 


where almoſt all their great trading ſhips, are 
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My arrival in Philadelphia, nay, in truth, even 


the fight of its ſteeple, excited in my mind, ſome 


what of that delight which one feels, upon re- 
turning, after long abſence, to one's own home. 


It was here I firſt landed from Europe; here 
have I lived for the greater part of the time, I 


have been in America; here are my moſt inti- 
mate acquaintance, who, though but new, are the 


oldeſt I have in this part of the world. Among 


them are the reſpectable family of CHEW, by 
which I have been cver received with all the 


kindneſs due to a brother. 


I thus terminated a journey of feren months 


continuance, on which 1 cannot reflect without 
0 ſeeling pleaſure ; and in the courſe of which I 
found few things but tack as I have had occaſion 


to mark with approbation ; though the fatigues 


which I now feel, makes it neceſſary for me to 
take ſome time for retreſhment and repoſe. 
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JOURNEY 


| INTO 


THE SOUTHERN STATES. 


LTHOUGH exccedingly deſirous eam — 
pliſh my journey into the Southern States, 


before the coming on of the exceſſive heats; 1 
was, however, obliged to delay my departure from 
Philadelphia, till the end of the month of March. 
As the dire& intercourſe of trade between Charleſ- 
ton and Philadelphia, is interrupted, during the 
winter; I could not ſooner obtain a paſſage to 
Charleſton. On Thurſday, the 24th of March, 
I took ſhipping for Carolina on board a veflel of 
two hundred and fifty tons burthen, that fails 


6 „ cConſtantly, between Philadelphia and Charleſton. 
q þ It is intended to ſerve partly as a packet-boat ; 
| ut and the cabin is fitted up for the reception of a 


dozen paſſengers. But, my fellow paſſengers and 


A * I were twenty-five in number, not to ſpeak of 
* four negroes who were likewiſe on board; and 
4 we were crowded together, in the moſt difagree- 

| 5 able manner imaginable. The owner of the veſſel 

5 ü 
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was to receive twenty-five times twenty-five 


piaſtres for our paſſage ; the eaptain was to re- 


ccive twenty-five times twenty piaſtres for our 
board during the courſe of it. It was, therefore, 


reaſonable for us to expect, that we were not to 


be packed together, like ſo many bales of goods ; | 


and that they would certainly not receive into 


the veſſel, ten more than the ſtipulated number 


of paſſengers. Though we had, for two days, 
nothing but calms and contrary winds; the whole 


paſſage was, however, only of ſix days duration. 
Nothing of conſequence occurred to our obſer- 


vation, in the courſe of it. We met with not 
more than four ſhips, as we ſailed on. 
One of my fellow paſſengers was Mr. Eri 


WORT, of Connecticut, recently appointed Chief : 
Juſtice of the United States. All the Americans 


who were with us, and they were almoſt all young 
pcople, ſhewed him no more regard than if he 


had been one of the negroes ; though he be, next 


after the Preſident, the firſt perſon in the United | 


States, or perhaps, indeed, the very firſt. Diſre- 


ſpect to their ſeniors and to perſons in public 
office, ſeems to be ſtrongly affected among the 
Americans ; ſuch at leaſt is the humour of the 
ade and ill-bred among them. This, ſurely, 
roceeds from miſtaken notions of liberty : for, 


if cyer the public office-bearers have a right to ge- 
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neral reſpect; it muſt be, above all, in thoſe free 
governments, in which they hold their authorities 
in- conſequence of the election of the people. I: 
is even aſtoniſhing, to ſce, how diſreſpectfully the - 
people carry themſelves, in regard to the courts of 
juſtice. 'They appear at the bar, with their hats 
on their heads, talk, make a noiſe, ſmoke their 
pipes, and cry out againſt the ſentences pro- 
nounced. This laſt piece of conduct is univerſal : 
and there are, perhaps, ſome petty inſtances of in- 
Juſtice in the courts, which make it to be not 
without its uſe. However, this deficiency 1 in re- 
ſpect to the ſtate officers who diſcharge the public 
functions, and adminiſter juſtice—one of the 
greateſt bleſſings of ſocial life, —is actually ſedi- 
tious, and is utterly incompatible with the idea 
of a people living under a ſtable government. 
We had five or fix Frenchmen from St. Do- 
mingo, on board. Two of them could not divert 
their minds from melancholy reflection upon the 
loſs of their property. They were, however, 
gentle, courteous, and agrecable companions. I 
paſſed moſt of my time, in endeavouring to ob- 
tain ſome previous knowledge of the country 
Which I was about to traverſe. In this, I was 
agrecably aided by the converſation of Mr. PRIN- 
GLE, Attorney-general of South Carolina. He 
was returning from appearing as defender for a 


French 
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French er in a cauſe before the ſupreme 
court in Philadelphia, We ſmoked our tobacco 
very often together, on the deck, in the cabin, 
and in the ſmall after-cabin. I was aſtoniſhed 
at the careleſſneſs of the perſons ſmoking their 
ſegars. But, my aſtoniſhment became infinitely 
greater, when, on the day after our arrival, 1 
wiſhed to take my baggage from on board, and 
ſary two hundred tons of cunpowder brought out 
of the ſhip, in ſuch a manner, that there was 
ſome of it ſcattered about in the ſhip. That 
_ gunpowder had been ſuffered to lie under our 
table over which we ſmoked our ſegars, and while 
the paſſage ; into the apartment below, was uſually 
left open. 

At the mouth of Cbarkeftbu River, 4 is a ſand- 
bank, extending from one ſhore to the other. It 
is compoſed of pretty hard ſand, on which a ſhip 
may eaſily ſtrike, but has four openings, by which 
veſſels are navigated acroſs it. Of theſe the deepeſt : 


1, has fourteen feet of water when the tide is flow- 
I ing, and twelve feet of water when it has ebbed. 
* At ſpring-tides it is covered witk water to the 
ry depth of twenty feet. This ſand bank is never 
as paaſſed in the night. To prevent veſſels from the 
N- | danger of ſhipwreck, which would otherwiſe be, 
le in this place, very great, both buoys in the water, 
a and ſuitable marks on land, have been carefully 


VB . provided. 


provided. Theſe are exceedingly neceſſary for 
though the ſea was calm, and the water clear, 
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we ſhould not have diſtinguiſhed the proper place, 
if it had not been particularly indicated to us, 


Ships can anchor with ſafety on good anchorage 


ground, immediately before the ſand bank, But 


this they do not venture, unleſs the wind be faint, 


and the billows calm. After paſſing the fand 
bank, ſhips find good ground for anchorage, all 
the way up to Charleſton. ' The beſt anchorage 


ground is in the immediate vicinity of the town. 


: Charleſton lies twelye miles from the ſand 


bank, at the conflux of the rivers Cooper and 
Aſhley. A ſmall wooden fort on Fox Iſland, the 
: remains of the old fort Johnſon, ſerves but for a 
very imperfect defence to guard the harbour. The 


erection of another fort has been projected, which 


is to ſtand on Sullivan Ifland, and of which the 


range of the guns will croſs that of thoſe in Fort 
Johnſon. The government, to which the ifle be- 


longs, gave permiſſion, four years ſince, for per- 


ſons to build upon it, on condition that they 
ſhould hold themſelves ready to remove, when- 
ever it might require. This iſle is reckoned to be 
very healthy. The more opulent inhabitants of 
the town, therefore, have houſes here, to which 
they reſort in the ſummer heats, that they may 


breathe hs and cooler air, which is very ſoli- 


citouſly N 


d 
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citouſly deſired by the inhabitants of the rice 


grounds contiguous to the town. It is eaſy to 
foreſee that the people who now reſort hither in 


ſuch numbers, will be diſpoſed to thwart the go- 
vernment, when it ſhall reſolve, for the ſecurity 


of the harbour, to renew thoſe , fortifications 
which occaſioned the loſs of a great many lives 
by the Engliſh, when they ſeized this town in 
the year 1780. The government of the United 
States are exceedingly deſirous to put this iſle into 


a ſufficient condition of permanent defence, ſuch 
as might give full ſecurity to one of the moſt im- 


portant harbours they poſſeſs. The general go- 
ernment wiſhes the conſtitution to be in this 
inſtance obeyed, becauſe the conſtitution confers 
upon it the power of this harbour: But the ſtate 


of South Carolina, which would thus loſe the 


command of the harbour, PROSY oppaſn the 
deſign. : 0 


Charleſtown v was, in the time of the Engliſh, 


ſurrounded with fortifications. Of thoſe only 


three or four batteries, part good, part bad, now 


remain. A French engineer has lately raiſed an- 


other at a great expence, but, as is too commonly 


the caſe with things undertaken in America, this 


fort is very injudiciquſly conſtructed. Towards 


that ſide which is parallel with the river, the 
range of its guns cannot hinder the acceſs of ſhips 
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extends too far, ſo that the cannon cannot be le- 
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into the road. In that direction, too, its left ſide 
yelled at any other object than the houſes of the 


town. The battery is of wood, but there has 
not been enough of wood uſed in its conſtruction. 


The engineer excuſes himſelf, by complaining 


that he has not been ſufficiently ſupplied with | 
money for the expence. Why then did he un- 
dertake a work, which he was not fully to com- 


_ plete? For this he can offer no excuſe, but that 


he was deſirous to be employed; and with ſuch 
an excuſe it is not eaſy to be perfectly ſatisſied. 


The town of Charleſton was founded in the 
Fear 1670. Like all the reſt of South Carolina, 


it ſuffered much in the war that ended in the | 


revolution. It was three years in the poſſeſſion 


of the Engliſh, who ſpared no rigour of com- 
mand, no cruelty of puniſhment, no ſpoliation of 
property that could ſerve to make their memory 


odious. Many of the houſes which they deſtroyed 


. were of wood; and, inſtead of thoſe, brick houſes | 


have been ſince erected. Still, however, ſome 


of the more opulent inhabitants prefer wooden 


houſes, which they believe to be a good deal 


cooler than thoſe which are of brick. Every thing 
peculiar to the buildings of this place is formed 


to moderate the exceſſive heats; the windows are 


open, the doors paſs through both ſides of the 


| 1 | houſes, 
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buouſes. Every mdcarotnd is uſed to retreſh the 
| apartments within with freſh air. Large galleries 


are formed to ſhelter the upper part of the houſe 


from the force of the ſun's rays; and only the 
cooling north-eaſt wind is admitted to blow 


through the rooms. In Charleſton perſons vie 


with one another, not who ſhall have the fineſt, | 


but who the cooleſt houſe. 


The ſtreets are not ſo well tontiivell as the 


houſes, to prevent exceſſive heat from the rays of 


the ſun. Thoſe are almoſt all narrow. They are 


unpaved, on account of the ſcarcity of ſtones; and 
the dand with which they are conſequently co- 
vered, retains the heat to an intolerable degree, 
and ſpreads it into the houſes. The ſmalleſt 


quantity of wind raiſes and drives about this ſand 
in the ſtate of duſt that is inexpreſſibly diſagree- 


able; and any flight fall of rain moiſtens it into 


a puddle. There are ſome foot- paths by the ſides 
of the houſes ; but theſe are narrow, Interrupted 
by the doors of cellars, and, therefore, of very little 


uſe. Nor are the ſtreets all accommodated with 
theſe foot-paths. Only two or three of theſe | 


ſtreets are paved, and the ſtones upon theſe were 
brought as ballaſt by ſome ſhips from the northern 
Rates. It is by ſuch means alone that the ſtreets 
of Charleſton can bs paved; but the expence 
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is ſo great, that the object in view cannot be ac - 


compliſhed in this way within any given time. 
Houſes, otherwiſe commodious and well fur- 
niſhed, make often but a poor appearance out- 
wardly, They are indifferently painted, or per- 
haps not at all. The doors and railings are in a 
very bad ſtate; The air being ſo thick and fo 


ſaline, ſoon deſtroys the colouring. Although 
ſuch a number of negroes be here kept, yet the 
Houſes are not preſerved ſo clean on the inſide as 
in the northern States. : 
The expences of the table are nearly the FROM 
here as in Philadelphia. The expences of equi- 
page are, at leaſt, as to the number of thoſe wha 
bear them, greater, Here are few families who 


do not keep a coach or chaiſe. The ladies are 


never ſeen to walk on foot. However ſhort the 
journey, the carriage muſt always be yoked. Even 
the men, too, make frequent uſe of their carriages. 


The expence of ſervants is ikewiſe conſiderable, 


Theſe, both male and female, are negro and mu- 
latto ſlaves. An inhabitant of Carolina, though | 
not very opulent, rarely has fewer than twenty of 
theſe in his ſtables, in his kitchen, and attendant 
| upon his table. A child has a number of negro 


children to attend him, and comply with all his 


humours; ſo chat the little white man learns, 
even 


2 MG 
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even before he can walk, to tyrannize over the 


blacks. 


The inhabitants of Charlefion are „ oil 
and hoſpitable, They receive a ſtranger with a 
kindneſs that watches to anticipate his wiſhes, 


They have ſignalized their beneficence and gene- 


roſity in an extraordinary manner, towards the 
unfortunate exiles from the French Weſt India 
ifles. With a lberality eager, reſpectful, un- 
wearied, they have ſupplied them with money, 


linens, lodging. I am ſorry to ſay, that the un- 
| happy objects of this kindneſs have not conducted 


themſelves with due gratitude and prudence ; but 
that, with their uſual lightneſs and want of reflec- 


tion, they have derived little real advantage from 
the hoſpitality of their entertainers, and have 


almoſt obliged the people of Charleſton to alter 
their conduct towards them; yet there is ſtill a 


great deal of charitable contribution towards 
their relief. The Frenchmen, too, generally rail 
_ againſt the Americans, curſe them, and are almoſt 


ready to affault thoſe very perſors from whom 
they receive the moſt benevolent. relief, and who 


have, not without good reaſon, withdrawn from 


them their former kindneſs. 
The rich do not here, as in Philadelphia, ſtrive 


to improve their fortunes only by ſpeculations 
and NockJjobbing: Here they are, generally, 


merchants, 
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e and buſily alin in actual waike, : 
The planter ſells his produce, for the greateſt 


price he can obtain, to the merchants by whom 
it is to be exported; and, excepting only that 


fmall partof his time which this buſineſs demands, 

| tpends all the reſt of it in company and purſuits 
af pleaſure. Many of theſe planters live not upon 
their plantations, but go, from time to time, to 
viſit them; and have overſcers conſtantly reſident 
upon them. For the greater part of the year, the 
maſter lives in Charleſton, Even thoſe planters 


who are more commonly reſident upon their 


_ eſtates leave them from the month of June to No- 


| vember, in order to eſcape the dangerous fever 
with which white perſons living in the vicinity of 6 


the rice-grounds are very liable to be infected du- 
ring that part of the year, 


The merchants of Charleſton 16 carried on 


a very active trade ſince the commencement of 


the preſent war. They keep a greater number of 


| ſervants than thoſe of Philadelphia. From the 
hour of. four in the afternoon, they rarely think | 


of aught but pleaſure and amuſement. The man- 


ners and habits of ſocicty are nearly the ſame in 
Charleſton as in other parts of the American 


States. Frequent dinners, frequent parties for 
tca-drinking. There are two gaming-houſes, and 


both are conſtantly full. Many of the inhabitants 
- 


VV 


0 South Carolina, having been 1 in Europe, abe 
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of conſequence, acquired a greater knowledge of 


our manners, and a ſtronger partiality to them, 


than the people of the Northern States. Con- 
ſequently, the European modes of life are here 
more prevalent. The women are here more lively 
than in the north. They take a greater ſhare in 
the commerce of ſociety, without retaining for 


this the leſs of modeſty and delicate propriety in 
their behaviour. They are intereſting and agree- 


able, but perhaps not quite fo handſome as thoſe 


of Philadelphia. Both men and women ſoon be- | 
gin here to loſe the bloom of youth, and to feel 


the infirmities of age. At the age of thirty a 


woman appears old. You often {ce women with 


children at the breaſt, who yet have all the wrin- 


kles and haggard looks of ſixty. At the age ot 


fifty, the hair becomes entirehy White. 
As to politics, both the State and the people, i in 


general, are of the Oppoſition. The hatred againſt 
England is almoſt univerſal. Here are few opu- 
lent planters who have not formerly ſuffered 


much from Engliſh hoſtility. The number of the 


negroes who were flain, or cſcaped from their 
maſters, during the war, was not leſs than thirty 

thouſand, including between fix and ſeven hun- 
dred whom the Engliſh carried away with them 
when they left this place. All here agree to che- 


riſh 
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riſh an inveterate hatred againſt England, and by 


conſequence to diſapprove the treaty. At table 


warmly federaliſt toaſts, ſuch as, © Permanency 


to the Union!” © The Confidence of the States 
to the Preſident! are very common. 
It ſhould ſeem, that any ſeparation of the 


Northern from the Southern States would be very 


little agreeable to the inhabitants of South Caro- 
lina. Setting aſide every political conſideration, 


the neceſſity of an increaſed commercial inter- 
courfe with the north, in order to augment the 
ſhipping, and enlarge the general wealth of the 


people of the Southern States, makes it their un- 


queſtionable intereſt to maintain the Union. : To 


this neceſſity of intereſt, the Northern States 
aſcribe the preſent partiality of the Southern for 
the federal government. But then they alledge, 


that their neighbours will, with the greateſt ala- 


crity, abandon the Union, as ſoon as they ſhall 


have acquired ſufficient ſtrength to ſtand by them- 
ſelves. There are, however, obſtacles that ſtrongly 
oppoſe their riſing ſpeedily to that degree of proſ- 


perity ; and ſome of theſe I ſhall mention. 

Sir WALTER RALEIGH, in the year 1584, and 
Admiral CoL1ioxy, 1 in the year 1590, attempted, 
without ſucceſs, to eſtabliſh colonies in Carolina. 
Inteſtine diſſenſions and conteſts, deſtroyed the 


— which ad introduced. The firſt effec- 


tual 


W 


Carteret, and Sir - 
men employed the celebrated Locke to frame a 
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_ ſettlement af coloniſts, j in ain tener 


in the year 1662. Charles the Second, after his 
reſtoration, beſtowed a grant of this region, from 


the thirty- firſt to the thirty-ſixth degree of lati · 
tude, upon eight Engliſh noblemen. Thoſe were 
the Earl of Clarendon, the Duke of Albemarle, 
Lord Craven, Lord Rwy Lord Aſhley, Lord 
Carleton. Theſe noble- 


conſtitution for the colony which they were about 
to eſtabliſh. He gave them a conſtitution, in 
which the people were divided into nobles and 


commons; the nobles into landgraves, caciques, 
and barons. The colonial territory was divided 


into counties. The firſt claſs of the nobility were 


to poſleſs each forty-cight thouſand acres of land; 


the ſecond claſs twenty-four thouſand acres; the 


third claſs twelve thouſand acres. A fifth part of 
the whole lands was to be parcelled out among 
the plebeians. A parliament, compoſed of the 


nobles or their repreſentatives, in conjunction 


with the repreſentatives of the commons, was to 


compoſe the legiſlative body, under the direction 
of the eight proprietors, who were to form them- 


ſelves into a council, in which the eldeſt, with 


the title of Palſgrave, was to preſide. In the year 


1667, the firſt coloniſts came out hither from 
England, Wichin a few yours after, there fol- 


lowed 
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loved ſome other emĩgrations from Eagländ, 
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France, Holland, and New York: + 
This perplexed form of government; the con- 
tinual wars among the Englith; French, and In- 


dians; diſſenſions among the coloniſts themſelves, 
ariſing from the excluſive inſtitution of the reli- 
gion of the Church of England; brought the 
colony, at length, into a ſtate of ſuch confuſion 


and diſtreſs, that it was entirely ruined. The pro- 


prietors, at the requeſt of the inhabitants, now 
reſigned the government of the colony, but not 


the territorial . to the Grown of a . 


land. 
In the year 1729; the King of b England be 


alſo the property of the lands, trom the ſeven pro- 


prietors, for the ſum of twenty-two thouſand five 


hundred and ten pounds ſterling; and the pro- . 


vince was, by an act of the Britith Parliament, 
divided into the two parts of North and South 


Carolina. Lord Carteret alone choſe to adhere, 


in reſpect to his part of the property, to the oon- 


ditions upon which the dominion had been for- 
merly ceded to the government. The two colo- 
nies received a charter of conſtitution, Which was 


much more ſimilar than their former one to the 
Engliſh conſtitution, and to thoſe of the other 


American colonies. 
Since that time, Carolina, and „ its 
ſouthern 
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ſouthern diviſion, has be come continually more 
populous, more cultivated, and more commercial. | 
At the time of the revolution, it was conſidered 
as being, in wealth, and every other advantage, 
one of the 'moſt important provinces of America. 
hy its new conſtitution, this ſtate is divided 
into diſtricts and pariſhes. The diſtricts are nine 
in number. The conſtitution was framed in the 
vear 1790. The legiſlature is compoſed, as in 
the other ſtates, in a council of ſeven and thirty 
members, and a houſe of repreſentatives of an 
hundred and twenty-four members. To be qua- 
lified for being choſen a member of the council, 
a man muſt be thirty years of age, muſt have 
reſided for five years within the boundaries of the 
ſtate, muſt poſſeſs a clear land- eſtate of three hun- 
dred pounds ſterling, or one thouſand five hun- 
dred and forty-three dollars revenue, if a reſident 
in the diſtrict for Which he is nominated; or of 
twice that value, if he do not reſide within the 
diſtrict. The ſenators are choſen for the term of 
four years : but one-half of their number go out 
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_ of office at the end of every two years. To be 
9 qualified for election into the houſe of repreſen- 
6 tatives, the candidate muſt be twenty- one years 
er of age, muſt have been three years reſident in the 
| | ſtate, muſt have a clear eſtate of five hundred 
ts acres of land, or ten negroes, or one hundred and 
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term of two years; and, after an 1 
years, from the time of his going | 
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| fifty pounds ſterling, which i is equal: to ſeven 3 


dred and 1ſeventy-two dollars. If not an inhabi- 
tant of the diſtrict he wiſhes to repreſent, his for- 


tune muſt then be twice as great. The repre- 
ſentatives are elected for the ſpace of two years, 


and go out all at once. To be qualified for the 


office of governor, a man muſt be one and thirty 
years of age, muſt have been ten years reſident 


within the ſtate, muſt poſſeſs a fortune of one 
thouſand five hundred pounds ſterling, or ſeven- 


teen thouſand ſeven hundred and fifteen dollars, 


free from debt. The Governor is - lected for the 


interval of four 


t of office, he 


SS 44S 


| gov ernor are 18 by the Egisdive aa 
and both at the ſame time. The judges are like- 


wiſe nominated by the ſame body; and their 
continuance in office is to be during their good 


behaviour. The commiſſioners of the revenue, 


the ſecretary of ſtate, the commander in chief, the 
theriffs, are likewiſe named by the legiſlature; 


and they hold their offices for the ſpace of four 


years. All charges againſt members of the legiſla- 
ture, or members of the ſtate, are to be produced 


only before the houſe of repreſentatives. The 
ſenate pronounces ſentence. The only puniſh- 
ment, however, that it can inflict, is deprivation 


of-- 
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of office, Wits incapacitatiem for any future pub= 
he employment. 125 courts of JO are more 
ſevere. = N 
Electors muſt M of the age of 6 one and twenty 
years, muſt have been two years reſident in the 
ſtate, and muſt be proprietors each of fifty acres 
of ground, or of a building - lot in ſome town, 
free from any burthen of debt. If not poſſeſſed 
of this property, the elector muſt at leaſt have 
reſided ſix months within the electing diſtrict, 
and muſt be a contributor of three ſhillings ſterl- 
ing annually to the revenues of the ſtate. Alter- 


ations in the conſtitution can be made only * 


the conſent of two- thirds of the actual mem 
of the two houſes of legiſlature ; and even after 
this are not to be carried into final accompliſh- 
ment without the approbation of an equal majo- 
rity at the next ſubſequent meeting of theſe 
bodies. This conſtitution conſiſts of a declaration 
of rights in ten articles, extremely n ene very 
intelligible. 
At preſent, thoſe who are to vote for South 
Carolina, 1 in the election of the Preſidents of the 
United States, muſt be named by the two houſes. - 
Thoſe inhabitants of Carolina, who have poſſeſ- 
fions in different diſtricts, are at liberty to vote in 
either of them at their pleaſure. Every member 
e CC 


; 


I. | TRAVELS THROUGH 


[YR 


of the 4 body has an allowance of fore 
ſhillings a day from the ſtate. 


The law of England is received as the common 


| Jaw as well of Carolina as of almoſt all the reſt of 
America. Few inſtances occur of departure from 


The law for the diſpoſal of the property of per- 


ſons dying inteſtate allots to the widow of a man 
dying without children one half of his eſtate; to 
__ | the. widow of him who leaves children to inherit 


from lum, only a third part of his fortune. The 
children receive equal ſhares. In general, how- 


ever, every man is at liberty to diſpoſe of his pro- 
perty by will, as he pleaſes. He, however, Who 


lives in open concubinage, may not deviſe away 


from his wife and children above one- fourth of 


his property, otherwiſe his will is liable to be ſet 


aſide. Baſtards, whoſe fathers cannot be diſco- 
vered, are brought up at the public charge. But 
he whom a young woman with child, in fornica- 
tion, names as the father of her infant, is com- 


| pelled by law to pay the ſum of ſixty pounds ſter- 


ling, or two hundred and fifty-eight dollars, for 
the ſupport and education of its childhood. 
There is in Charleſton an eſtabliſhment for 
the relief of the poor. It is called a Work- houſe, 
but no work is done in it. It coſts the State the 
VF Z ſum 


hang 
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ſum of five-thouſand pounds ſterling, or twenty⸗ 
one thouſand four hundred and twenty-eight dol3 


lars a year; and ſeems to ſerve only as an aſylum 


for idleneſs. The recovery of debts gives riſe to 
many actions at law, in this ſtate. The proceſs 


is, in theſe caſes, ſo tedious, and the ſentence f 


the courts fo long delayed, that the buſineſs of an 


advocate becomes, of courſe, very lucrative.” It 
is ſaid, that the corruption of the ſheriffs, who are 


caſily bribed, contribute greatly to the preſent de- 
lays of the law. Theſe diſorders are the natural 


conſequence of the ſmallneſs of the fortunes of 
the inhabitants of Carolina, and of their love of 

expence. Meflrs. CuarLEs PINCKNEY, E D- 
WARD RUTLEDGE, PRINGLE, HoLMEs, and 
one or two other advocates, carn; in their offices, 


each from three thouſand five hundreds to four 


thouſand five hundred pounds ſterling a year, or 
from eighteen thouſand to twenty-three thouſand 


one hundred and forty-one dollars. Eight or ten 
others earn trom ten thouſand to twelve thouſand 


dollars, or from two thouſand to two thouſand 
five hundred pounds ſterling a year: This is a 
liberal calculation of their gains. Perhaps, they 
may not always receive the moſt "PREY may- _ 


ment. 


* 


The etiminal * of Sh Carolina is exceſ- 


lively ſevere. The puniſhment of hanging and 
L Cel: whipping 


. 2” 
2 82 4 


2 
of 
& 
* 
* 
* 


* 


3 
. 


q O 2 rn — - 4, 6 
4 * » * * 7 n N — Fa 7 ad $ A 2 — * 

* - * LS ” Coane S 28 N e 3 2 * 7 44.5 <6 wh 2% <= 
TVC E rs 5 Oe - 
8 5 2ͤĩõĩ—ĩ80. tence 6 pe Ar Ar bY Et 3 
29 — — 2 - . Q 4 FEATS: — 

— + wary : 4 ol 


* — 8 
OS. 2 „ OY OG We, e 2,4 
— —ͤĩ a n is out en Se i er 
4 . 


28 
— 


wn . - A 1 — Y 
1 3 * fy 
. S 


= IR 
as 
Kb 2 
„ 


F: — 
Pits . 
E EOS. Ob eG 
— — * 


Rr 


ea 


n 


6 - — 3 
— — 5 
t pm — — . 


—— e 
es ng * * 


p52 


x - : * e 
e eee eee 3 
; : 


bl Ye * * * 
———— — — —.— 4 * 


390 ©» TRAVELS THROUGH | 


| whipping are inflicted in many caſes, in which 
the governments of Europe uſe leſs ſeverity. 


Death is the puniſhment for the theft of horſes 


or mules. This ſeverity the people of the country 


endeavour to excuſe by obſerving, that the horſes 
are commonly left in the fields, and preſent a very 
ſtrong temptation to theft to the unprincipled and 
needy. But, ſuch local reaſons afford no ſatisfac- 
tory excuſe for ſuch atrocious ſeverity. Why 


"ſhould convenience be thus preferred to juſtice 
and humanity ? 


For the theft of horned cattle, the * 
is only a fine of ten pounds ſterling, or if the 
thief be unable to pay the fine, a whipping of nine 


and thirty laſhes. Another criminal law of ex- 


treme ſeverity has been enacted againſt the break- 


ing down of the dyke of the canal that forms a 


communication between the rivers Santee and 
Cooper: death is the puniſhment for this crime. 
For the ſame breaking down of the dykes of two 


other canals in this Nate, the puniſhment is only 


ſeven years impriſonment. The importance of 
the canal in queſtion can never juttify a criminal 
law of ſuch barbarity. Nor is the difference be- 
tween the utility of the canals here mentioned 
ſufficient, to account in a ſatisfactory n manner for 


the differences of puniſhment. 


It is ſaid, thet the n. of theſe uus 3 is ge- 
nerally 
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nerally mitigated by recommendations to mercy, 


addreſſed from the juries to the Governor. But, 
the neceſſity of ſuch mitigation is a reproach to 


the laws; as it evinces, that theſe have not eſta- 
bliſhed a due relation between crimes and puniſh- 
ments. There is, beſides, reaſon for ſuppoſing, 


that however humane the members of Juries, 


horſe- ſtealing will more ſeldom find mercy than 
murder. In a well-governed ftate, the only mode 
of acting towards bad laws is, not by eng 
: with them, but by reforming them. | 


The laws reſpecting the negroes are derived 1 
from an Engliſh inſtitute of the year 1740. A 


juſtice of the peace, with three freemen of the 


neighbourhood, examine into, and decide upon, 


the crimes of negroes. No defender is allowed to 


the poor wretch accuſed ; and his judges have 


power to condemn him to whatever mode of 


death they ſhall think proper. Simple theft by 
a negro is puniſhed with death. When the crime 
is not ſuch as to deſerve capital pumiſhment, a 


juſtice of the peace, with a ſingle freeman, may, 


in this caſe, condemn to whatever lighter puniſh- 
ment they ſhall pleaſe to inflict. For the mur- 


der of a negro with malicious intent, a white man 


pays a fine of three thouſand ſix hundred and 


eighty dollars. If he have only beaten the negro, 


_ without intention of murder, till his death enſued, 
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the fine is but one thouſand five hundred dollars, 
He who maims a negro, puts out his eyes, cuts off 
his tongue, or caſtrates him, pays only a fine of 
four hundred and twenty-cight dollars. In all 
theſe caſes, the white man is impriſoned till the 
: fine be paid. It is eaſy to ſce, that a white man 
can, in ſuch caſe, ſeldom be convicted; as ne- 
groes are incapable by law of giving evidence; 
and no white man will readily offer his teſtimony 
in favour of a black, againſt.a perſon of his own 
colour. A negro ſlaying a white man, in the de- 
fence of his maſter, is pardoned. But, if he do 
the ſame thing, or even but wound a white man, 
in the defence of his own life, he will even- 
tually be put to death. A more diligent examina- 
tion of theſe laws might dia , other 
odious things in them. "WM | 
The moſt enlightened ache in * * 
l the neceſſity of an alteration of theſe laws; and = 
it is ſaid, that the next meeting of a new legiſla- 
ture will take up this matter. I am afraid, that 
any reform will not be ſuch as it ought to be. 
It ſhould ſeem, that thoſe who mention this ſub- 


ject are ſtrongly impreſſed with the # idea of the 


neceſſity of the meaſure. 
have viſited the priſons of ch 3 
it is aſſerted, are the beſt in the State of South 
Carolina; they * one ſingle building, which is 
ſeveral 


* © 
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ſeveral ſtories high. The rooms are pretty ſpa- 
cious and airy, but few in number. Debtors are 


in a ſeparate room. Felons, either impriſoned on 


ſuſpicion or convicted, are confined with the po- 
lice-priſoners, and all are treated on the ſame foot- 
ing. They are all in irons ; a dreadful treatment, 


but which is the neceſſary conſequence of the 


ſmallneſs of the priſon, and of the facility of plot- 


ting mutinies. The priſoners are permitted only 
to walk about in their room; the priſon having 
no court, where they might take exerciſe. The 
jailor is allowed one ſhilling a-day for the board 


of each priſoner, for which money he gives him 


a pound of bread every day, and meat three times 
a week. | 


Criminal offences are very numerous in Caro- 


lina, and their number is ſaid rather to increaſe 


_ every. year, than to decreaſe... Thirty-iour pri- 
ſoners were to be tried laſt ſeſſion in the diſtri ct 
of Charleſton only, Which in 1791 contained 


twenty-eight thouſand three hundred and fitty- 


one inhabitants, and its preſent population com- 
priſes from thirty-two to thurty-three thouſand 


ſouls. The negroes have their peculiar courts, and 


diſtinct priſons, whither they are fent,by ſuch | 


maſters, as chuſe not to inflict any puniſhmeut 
themſelves, to receive a certain number of laſhes. 
The negroes in the diſtrict of Charleſton amount 
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to fifty-five thouſands. their total number in the 

State of South Carolina is eſtimated at one hun- 
dired and twenty thouſand. At the time of the 


laſt computation in 1790, the ſtate contained one 
hundred and ſeven thouſand one hundred ſlaves, 


and one hundred and forty-one thouſand nine 
| hundred and ſeventy-nine white people. Lawyers 


and judges have informed me, that the white in- 
habitants of Carolina commit more criminal of- 
fences, in proportion to their number, than the 
Negroes. Some maſters may perhaps, from ava- 
ricious motives, ſhelter their {ſlaves from puniſh- 


ment, as they receive only one hundred and 


twenty eight dollars for an executed ſlave; but 


this can only take place in regard to crimes per- 


petrated in the midſt of plantations. | Few peo- 
ple, aſſaulted, robbed or injured by the negroes, 


would refrain from proſecuting them, merely to 
ſave their maſters the loſs of one hundred and 
twenty- eight dollars. The reſult of this compa- 
riſon is, therefore, clearly in favour of men, for 


whom the ſlavery and contempt, in which they 


live, would powerfully plead, 1 it were other- 
wiſe. 


The military ations which until 1794 


were extremely incomplete, were in that year 
rendered more perfect. They divide the whole 
| ſtate into two parts, one of which comprehends 


five 
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| five brigkdes' and the other, four. The two 
majors- general, who command the two diviſions, 


and the nine brigadiers, under whoſe orders are 


the different brigades, as well as the adjutant- 
general, are appointed by the legiſlature. Each 
brigade is divided by the commanding officers into 
as many regiments as the population will admit. 


The officers are nominated by the regiments, bat- 


talions, and companies, to which they belong; 


but they are promoted 1 in the order of their ſer- 


VICE, 

_Every male inhabitant, as ſoon as he has ate 
tained the eighteenth year of his age, is appriſed 
by a non-commiſſioned officer, in the name of the 


captain of the diſtrict, that he belongs to the mi- 


litia. This notice, which is given before witneſſes, 
is the only formality obſerved in this caſe. The 


companies aſſemble one day every month, and 


the regiments or battalions two days a year, to 


go through the exerciſe. Abſentees, Whether 


officers or ſoldiers, who have no lawful pleas to 
offer, are puniſned by a fine, proportionate to 
their rank, or impriſoned, if they cannot raiſe 
the fine. In caſe of a diſobedience of orders, 
heavier penalties are inflicted. Officers, in caſe 
of miſconduR, are tried at the inſtance of the 


Governor, by a court of enquiry, conſiſting at 
leaſt of three members, one of whom maſt hold 


the 
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the lit en as the offendes; * if he 
chuſe, may demand a court-martial. 


All white apprentices or ſervants muſt be armed 


| and equipped by their maſters, who are reſponſi- 


ble for them to the courts-martial. For every 


fault they commit, in regard to the military ſer- 


vice, they are obliged to ſerve their maſters a fort- 


night beyond their time. 

The brigadiers are at the ſame time inſpectors 
of their diviſions, for which they receive two hun- 
dred and fifteen dollars, in addition to the pay at- 
tached to their rank. The commanders of bat- 
talions are bound, on the firſt notice of diſturb- 


ances having broken out in the province, to aſſem- 


ble their corps, and immediately report to their 
ſuperiors the reaſons, why they have done fo. In 
caſe of danger. of an attack, or a conſiderable re- 
volt, the military are obliged to fire three muſket- 


ſhots as a ſignal, which is repeated by all who 


hear it, and upon which every officer muſt afſem- | 


ble his men at the appointed rendezvous. The 


Governor is inveſted with the right of aſſembling 
the troops on all occaſions. | Tf they are obliged to 
march beyond their uſual places of rendezvous, 


they receive the ſame pay as regular troops, and 
the fourth part of each company remain armed 


in the diſtrict for the patroling ſervice. The ſol- 


diers are allowed to find able ſubſtitutes, who 


may 
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may march in their ſtead, but no one can be: EX= 


empted from the patroling ſervice. In caſe of an 
inſurrection, the officers poſſeſs a diſcretionary 


power of making the beſt uſe of arms, ammuni- 
tion, and veſſels, wherever they find them. The 


Governor, or in his abſence the | Lieutenant-go- 
vernor, has the right of mitigating or annulling 
the ſentence of a court-martial. The fines are 


applied to the purchaſe of arms for the uſe of the 


companies, in which they happen to be levied. 
Theſe are the chief articles of war. General 
Pinckney, brigadier and inſpector of the firſt divi- 
fon, is an officer of great merit; he devotes all 
his time and attention to the ſervice, and derives 


much additional authority from the confidence, 
and reſpect, which he umverſally enjoys. The 


regulations for the exerciſe are diſtin and good; 


but the militia arc, upon the whole, badly armed, 
and ſome of them have no arms at all. The ſtate 
has few or no cannon, no powder magazine, and 
no balls. A law was enacted in 1795, ordering 
two thouſand muſkets, thirty-ſix cannons, five 


hundred brace of piſtols, five hundred ſwords, 


and twenty thouſand pounds of gun-powder, to 
be provided. Theſe ſmall ſtores, which are bought 
by command of the Governor, will not be com- 


pleted for ſome years. This abſolute neglect of all 


means of defence is common throughout Ame- 
= rica; 


— 8 
"£4 — — — — — 
* 1 . 


— . - ” 
. 82 = - — AE TRA"; 

7 di aces © 2 „ * — . 3 — ant 

0 * — 7 3 eh S 5 


1 9 1 TRAVELS THROUGH 


i rica; and if you mention it to men of property, 
0 | moſt of them will return in anſwer—* America 
was {till more deſtitute of every thing at the com- 
mencement of the Revolution.” This anſwer is 
pleaſing enough, as it beſpeaks the ſame energy 
1 which America diſplayed in the war of the revo- 
x lution; but to provide proper means of defence is 


5 = — 
Dr ere T7 
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* by no means inconſiſtent with energy. 

þ The taxes in South Carolina are aſſeſſed on 
if lands, poſſeſſions in the towns, and monied capi- 
N | tals, employed in trade, banks, or otherwiſe. Free 


negroes, as well as ſlaves, pay a capitation, in re- 
= gard to which all men or women of colour are 
1 eſteemed negroes. - 
I The land is divided by the law into nine claſſes, 
| from the rice-ſwamps, which are watered by the 
flood, to the ſoil which, in the general opinion, 
admits of no cultivation. According to this gra- 
dation the land is rated from twenty-ſix dollars 
down to twenty cents the acre, and pays one-half 
per cent. The poſſeſſions in the towns, and mo- 
nied capitals, are aſſeſſed in the ſame proportion. 
. Free negroes from ſixteen to fiſty years of age pay 
1 Ji = poll-tax of two dollars each, and flaves of what- 
1 ever age or ſex one dollar Carriages kept for 
amuſement pay three-fourths of a dollar for each 
wheel. 5 ; 
The tax-gatherers are appointed by the legiſla- | 
ure, 


_— ** beds | 
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ture, and continue in place, until they obtain 5 
their diſmiſſal. Theſe officers of the ſtate are 


bound, in general, to find ſecurity for the ſum of 


four thouſand two hundred and cighty dollars, 


and thoſe of Charleſton for forty-two. thouſand 
cight hundred dollars. On a notice from the tax- 
gatherers, all the inhabitants muſt make a decla- 
ration upon oath of their taxable property in land, 
town-ſhares, ſlaves, and carriages. A falſe decla- 
ration ſubjects to a penalty of five times the 


amount of the ſum concealed, and in caſe of a 
declaration being refuſed, the collectors make out 
an eſtimate, and the defaulter pays double his 
ſhare of taxes. In caſe of any inhabitant think- 
ing himſelf aggrieved by the aſſeſſors, he is bound 


to declare his whole property, and is believed. 
Theſe aſſeſſments are, however, generally ſpeak- 


ing, very moderate, as on the largeſt property thay. 


ſcarcely amount to five hundred dollars. 


The tax-gatherers tranſmit to the treaſurers of 
the ſtate (one of whom is appointed for Upper 


Carolina and another for Lower Carolina) the liſts 
of the inhabitants then taxed, as well as of thoſe 


who have refuſed to make their declaration, and 


a general table of the amount of the taxes. Theſe 


liſts and tables are ſtuck up in the chief places of 


the diſtrict, and every perſon, who pays not his 


taxes according to the liſts within ten days after 
their 
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their pilestien, may be proſecuted and confined. 
Taxes muſt be paid in preference to all other debts. 
The inhabitants may chuſe the pariſh, where they 


mtend to. pay. The collectors are in general al- 


lowed five per cent on the amount of their re- | 
| ccipts, but in Charleſton only one and half 1 
cent. 4 


Theſe taxes are adequate to che ure of 


1 ſtate, which in the year 1797 amounted to 


one hundred and twenty thouſand three hundred 
and eighty- eight dollars. But delays, inconveni- 


encies, and conſiderable deficiencies, frequently 
ariſe from the circumſtance, that the collectors 


and aſſeſſors are the ſame perſons, that no checks 
upon thier are kept, and that the inhabitants have 
the right of paying their taxes in which _— they 


The roads in South Carolina are kept i in repair 


by the negroes, who are obliged conſtantly to 
work at the roads, which border upon the plan- 


tations to which they belong. White people, who 
have no flave, muſt do the work themſelves. The 
ſtate pays the expence for all public buildings; of 
conſequence there exiſt no county-rates. The 
poor are ſupported by a tax on ſlaves, and on white 
people who have none. Town-rates are levied on 


the ſame principle; in Charleſton they amount 


to o fix thouſand four hundred and thirty dollars. 
This 
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This t town . nearly two thouſand dollars a 
year by licences for ſelling wine and brandy. | 


The public debt of South Carolina is of two 


forts. One part of it was contracted at the time 


of the revolutionary war, to meet the expence 


cauſed by it, and which the Union has taken 


upon itſelf, under the name of the general ex- 
pence : the amount of this debt is from one mil- 


lion and one hundred thouſand to one million 


and two hundred thouſand dollars. The Union 


pays to the ſtate ſeven per cent on this debt, until 


it be diſcharged, and this intereſt it pays again 


to its creditors, and acts, therefore, merely as a 
depoſitary or truſtee. But in caſe of the ſtate 
paying any part of this debt, the Union remains 


nevertheleſs its debtor, for inſtance, if the ſtate 


ſhould ſell land, to pay ſuch debt. It claims at 


preſent the ſum of one hundred thouſand dollars 
for forts, erected on the Indian frontiers, and other 
expences, relative to theſe works of defence. It 


, this claim ſhould be admitted, as probably it will, 
the money will be expended for the ſame purpoſe, 


but without leſſening the debt of the Union; the 


: intereſt or capital paid by it will ſerve to caſe the 


burthen of the taxes, or be employed for ſome 


other uſeful purpoſe in the ſtate. The reſt of the : 
public debt is that, which, although for the major 
part contracted during the war and on its account, 


Ve. i ( _ gd has 
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hs: not been acknowledged by the Union as a 
general debt, and remains therefore at the charge 
of the ſtate. Its amount was from two hundred 
and fifteen to two hundred and twenty-five thou- 
ſand dollars, but it has been paid off to the ſum 
of one hundred and ten or twelve thouſand dol- 
lars. A tax of a quarter of a dollar on every ne- 
gro, and ſome other impoſts on diſtilleries, to- 
bacco, &c. are appropriated to the payment of 
this debt, ten per cent being yearly paid of the 
capital. The whole debt will be diſcharged in 
ten or twelve years, and theſe taxes ceaſe accord- 
ingly. The fam which yet remains due origi- 
nates merely from a frigate, and was contracted 
under the following circumſtances. 
In 1778 or 1779, Commodore G1LLON, of Ca- 
rolina, being commiſſioned by South Carolina to 
procure a frigate, propoſed to the Prince of Lux- 
embourg, to deliver a ſhip of that deſcription. 
The bargain was concluded in this manner, that 
for the expence incurred by fitting out this frigate, 
the Prince was to have a fourth of the neat pro- 
cceds of all the prizes taken by the ſhip, and in 
caſe of her being taken, the whole value of the 


11 5 frigate. She was built in Holland and mounted 


forty-eight guns. Some months elapſed, before 
ſhe could be of any ſervice, becauſe the Prince 
engaged the crew in France. At length ſhe put 


to 
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to tra; and took ſeveral prizes, but was afterwards 3 
| taken off the American coaſt, and, as the Prince 
aſſerted, through Gillon's miſconduct, whom he 
charged with having ſurrendered her to the Eng- 
lich for a conſiderable ſum of money. The ſtate 
acknowledged a debt of thirty thouſand pounds 
ſterling, all the prizes being previouſly deducted, 
in addition to the ſixty thouſand pounds ſterling 
which the Prince had already received. After 
the death of the Prince his heirs ſent Dr. Cur- 
TING, an American, one of the phyſicians of the 
army, to facilitate the payment of that ſum. The 
Marſhal de CasTRIEs, from an opinion, that the 
frigate had been built for French money, that the 
Prince had only acted as a ſecret agent of France, 
who wiſhed to affiſt America, before ſhe had pub- 
licly declared herſelf in her favour, claimed this 
debt, as being the property of the royal treaſury. 
The French conſul oppoſed therefore in 1795, 
the claim of the Prince's heirs, adding, that even 
in the caſe-of its forming a lawful demand of the 
late Prince, it was now eſcheated to the French 
Republic; all his own eſtates, as well as thoſe of 
his heirs, having been confiſcated on the ground 
of emigration. The payment is, therefore, de- 
terred, and the ſtate of Carolina, which has the 
money ready, is only waiting for the ſentence of 
competent judge, as to the perſens to whom 
i D432 ſhe 
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ſhe 1s to pay the debt. In the men Mr. 
Cutting has received from the ſtate four thouſand 
pounds ſterling, the amount of his diſburſements, 


on condition of refunding this ſum, if the law- 


ſuit ſnould be decided againſt the heirs. 


The ſtate of South Carolina pays its officers bet⸗ 
ter, than any other ſtate of the Union. The Go- 
vernor's pay is two thouſand ſeven hundred and 
fifty- two dollars; the Chief. juſtice has three thou- 
ſand three hundred; the other judges two thou- 
ſand five hundred. This pay being nearly equal 


to that paid by the Union, is the reaſon why, in 
Carolina, places under the Union are not eagerly 


ſought after. 


South Carolina was up to the utmoſt diſ- 
treſs by the devaſtation of her poſſeſſions by the 
Engliſh, and the entire ſtagnation of her trade. | 


The utmoſt ſcarcity of ſpecies prevailed through- 


out the ſtate, and this was the reaſon why neither 


any public or private debt was paid. From theſe | 


conſiderations the legiſlature reſolved, in 1785, 
to introduce paper-money, opened for this pur- 


| poſe a loan for one hundred thouſand pounds ſter- 


ling, for five years, and paid in paper-money dou- 
ble the value of the gold, ſilver, and. other preci- 
ous effects, which were depoſited by the creditors. 
This money was received by the treaſury of the 
ſtate in payment of old debts as well as of taxes, 

1 
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If the borrower did not, at the appointed time, 
reimburſe the ſum borrowed, together with the 
annual intereſt of ſeven per cent, the effects de- 


| poſited were ſold for the benefit of the ſtate, until 


the entire diſcharge of the debt. This fort of 
loan, which was to ceaſe in 1791, has been pro- 


longed until 1801; and the intereſt is employed 


for the ſervice of the ſtate, to make up any de- 
ficiency which may take place under the head of 
taxes. This paper- money, which no law forced 
into a compulſory circulation, was ſo frequently 
offered in the courſe of private tranſactions, that 
rt could not be refuſed. It ſuffered a deprecia- 
tion of twenty per cent, but at preſent it is ſcarcely 
below par, except in purchaſing foreign bills, 


when it is at ninety- nine per cent, otherwiſe it is 


at par with bank notes and ſpecies. 


To two banks, inſtituted in Charleſton three ; 


or four years ago, 1s chiefly to be attributed, that 
a period has becn put to this depreciation of the 
paper-money, and all commercial operations are 


now carried on with greater facility; the moſt 


ſubſtantial houſes were formerly obliged to pay 
five per cent intereſt a month for hard caſh. This 
is more or leſs the caſc in all the trading towns of 
the United States. It is yet very common for 
planters to borrow money on mortgage at the 


ſame, nay, higher intereſt. This may, however, 
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in part be occaſioned by the general ſcarcity of 
ſpecies, and, in peculiar caſes, from the circum- 


ſcribed fortunes of the planters, perhaps alſo from 
their prodigal mode of life, by which they are 


_ obliged to reſort to ſuch reſources. 


This notorious ſcarcity of money, as well as 


the poverty to which the inhabitants of Carolina 


were reduced by the deſolation of the Englith, in- 
duced the legiſlature in 1788 to grant the debtors 


an indul: tor five years, on condition of their pay- 


ing yearly a fitth _ of their debt, and giving | 


ſecurity for the whole. 


In South Carolina there are two banks. One 
is a branch of that of the United States. Its ſeat 
18 at Philadelphia, and its capital belongs to that 
of the chief bank. It was inſtituted in 1790, and 
is managed in the ſame manner as all the other 


branches of that bank. The dividend | is at _ : 


ſent one half per cent. 


In 1792 another bank was eſtabliſhed by ſev opal . 
merchants of the town, under the name of the 


South Carolina bank. The capital conſiſted at 
firſt of two hundred thouſand dollars, or five 
thouſand ſhares of forty dollars each; but the fol- 


lowing year it was increaſed to three hundred 


thouſuand dollars, by two thouſand five hundred '© 


new ſhares. Laſt March it was raiſed to five hun- 


dred and L five thouſand dollars, by five 


9 _ 
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thouſand new ſhares, of twenty-five dollars each, 
| Thoſe new ſhares were raiſed five dollars on very 
_ juſt grounds, ſince the holders of the new ſhares 
participate in the benefits arifing from the divi- 
dends not yet paid. This bank is not yet incor- 
porated; the ſecurity of the ſtockholders, and of 
thoſe who accept their notes, depends therefore 
entirely on the capital of the bank, and on the 
private property of the directors, as far as it is 
known. It will be incorporated, it ſeems, during 
the next ſeſſion of the legiſlature. This bank 
regulates the dividends every three months. In 
the years 1792 and 1793, theſe amounted to nine 
per cent; and in 1794, 1795, and the firſt fix 
months of 1796, to fifteen per cent. The direc- 
tors alſo ſtate, that they have kept back and laid 
by ſixty thouſand dollars out of the profits. The 
bank tranſacts buſineſs in the ſame manner as the 
other banks in America, but it is faid to have ex- 
cceded, in the circulation of its notes, that pro- 
portion to its capital, which prudent directors of 
a bank generally obſerve. But ſucceſs has juſti- 
fied the management of the directors, as its credit 
is at preſent more firmly eſtabliſned than ever. 
The increaſe of the capital ſtock enables the di- 
rection to enlarge the buſineſs of the bank, with- 
out overleaping the bounds of prudence ; and the 
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capital 15 intended to be 1ncreafed to one million 
of dollars within two years. 1 
The inſtitution of theſe two banks has been at- 
tended in Carolina with the ſame effects, which 
banks generally produce in all trading countries; 
nay, the reſults have been rather more beneficial 
in this country, becauſe the ſcarcity of money | 
was here uncommonly great. Trade and com- 
merce have been greatly enlarged by means of 
the money advanced to the merchants, and by 


other circumſtances. The trade to India, in which 


Charleſton yearly employs ſome ſhips, has been 


increaſed, and agriculture raiſed by ſums of mo- 


ney advanced to diſtreſſed planters, whoſe ſettle- 


ments would otherwiſe have been ſold. The bank 


has allo aſſiſted the company of the Santee canal 


with conſiderable ſums, and thus promoted this 
work, which is generally deemed highly 1mpor- 
tant for the agriculture and trade of South Caro- 


lina. Its notes circulate alſo i in Georgia. 


Few planters poſſeſs any conſiderable fortunes, 
excepting a Mr. BL1Gn, who reſides in England, 
and is proprietor of ſome very fine and valuable 


plantations in South Carolina, He has from 


twelve to fifteen hundred negroes, and raiſes 


yearly from three thouſand five hundred to four 


thouſand five hundred barrels of rice. They feel 


yet the conſequences of the war, though in a leſs 
[ſenſible 
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ſenſible degtee; a moſt of them are {till involved 
in debt, and owe conſiderable ſums to merchants, 
either for negroes, ſince the time when it was till 
lawful to import them into Carolina, or for the 
yearly ſupplies of their plantations with proviſion, 
for which the harveſt is intended as a ſecurity, 
without being at all times applied to the payment 
of their debt. Speculations in the public funds 
form alſo a conſiderable branch of commerce to 
thoſe who ſpeculate with judgment and prudence. 
The ſtocks of the Union are, from the ſcarcity 
of money, always at a lower price in Charleſton 
than Philadelphia. 5 

In 1788 the importation of negroes into Caro- 
ina from Africa was prohibited. This prohibition 
was occaſioned by the debt, which the planters 
had contracted ; and by the neceſſity under which 

the legiſlature found itſelf, to ſecure the payment 
of it by poſtponing the inſtalments, and to pre- 
vent the opening of a new ſource of debt, before 
the old was diſcharged. The prohibition extended 
only to 1793, but was afterwards enlarged until 
the end of 1796; it has however always met with 
ſtrong oppoſition on the part of the planters, 
which increaſes in proportion as their eſtates are 
cleared of debt. It expires on the iſt of J anuary, 
1797. Violent debates arc expected, but the 
friends of the cm are likely to prevail, 
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21 as the nd of Carolina indigo has 


| decreaſed, and the back country, which produced 
a conſiderable quantity of this article, and for this 
purpoſe ſtood much in need of negroes, now needs 


them leſs for the culture of Indian corn, wheat, 


and tobacco, which has pretty generally been ſub- 
ſtituted in the ſtead of indigo. As to the con- 


ſequences of this prohibition, it is allowed, on all 
hands, that the negroes, who were formerly 


treated with great cruelty, have ſince experienced 
a much milder treatment. The negroes are ſold 


in the market of Charleſton like bullocks and 


horles ; the day of the intended auction being pre- 


viouſly advertiſed in the newſpapers. They are 


5 expoſed to ſale on a ſort of ſtage, turned about, 


and exhibited, from all ſides, by the common 
cryer, put up and adjudged to the higheſt bidder. 
This ſpectagle, which is offered four or five times 

a week, renders the ſpectators callous. - Popula- 


tion, which in well managed ſettlements, increaſes 


in the proportion of ſix per hundred, cannot in 
this ſtate be averaged higher than at two per cent. 
A negro, who works well, coſts from three hun- 


dred to three hundred and fifty dollars, a common 


negro two hundred dollars, and a common negreſs 
from one hundred to one hundred and fifty dol- 


Jars. 


South Carolina ! 18 Ax ided by nature into two | 
parts, 
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parts, Upper and Lower Gals, Along the 
coaſt, and more than one hundred miles weſt- 

| wards, the country is flat and level. Here are N 
the ſwamps, partly formed by the tide, which are 
called ride. ivamps; and partly watered out of 
large reſervoirs, which being at a greater diſtance 
from the ſea than the former. are known by the 
name of inland-fwamps. About one hundred 
miles behind them the country ſwells into hills, 
and riſes in progreſſive gradation, until at length 
it terminates in the Alleghany Mountains, which 
| ſeparate the waters that fall into the Atlantic 
Ocean from thoſe which diſcharge chere 

into the Miſſiſippi. 
From this natural diviſion of the congtry; ariſes 
a twofold mode of cultivation. In the low coun- 
try rice is cultivated, and the neceſſary corn for 
the ſubſiſtence of the negroes. The land, fituated 
between the ſwamps, which ſeems ſandy, and 
bears nothing but pines, might be ſown with 
corn, but it remains uncultivated from want of 


hands. 


The iſlands along the coaſt 5 South Carolina, 
and even ſome tracts of the coaſt, were, until 
theſe late years, entirely devoted to the culture 
of indigo; but cotton is now cultivated in its 
room. In the upper country, Where the cultiva- 
tion of cotton a1 begins to gain ground, tobacco 
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is raiſed, together with all ſpecies of grain. The 
moſt opulent planters only reſide in the lower 
country; people of leſs property, or of no pro- 
perty at all, live in the upper country, where 
they endeavour to raiſe a fortune by clearing land, 
which is generally ſold them, on eredit, for one 


or two dollars per acre, and which they may eaſily 
fell again for four or five times as much, after they 
have cleared the ground, and paid the purchaſe- 


money out of the produce of the firſt years. 
The climate in Lower Carolina is warm, damp, 


unſettled, and unhealthy. The inhabitants ſuffer 
_ ſeverely, every autumn, from malignant, bilious 


fevers, which cut off great numbers; even they 


who are moſt accuſtomed to the climate cannot 


preſerve themſelves from ſome fits of the fever. 


In the upper country the climate is leſs warm, 
more dry, and, of conſequence, more healthy. As 


to the back country, no metcorological obſerva- 
tions can be given, as the very uſe of the thermo- 
meter 15 there utterly unknown. In regard to the 
lower country, they are very regularly taken in 


Charleſton, by the Medical Society of that place, 
which was inſtituted in 1791. Since that time 
the mercury fell but once under twenty-eight 
| of Fahrenh. In the year 1752 it was at eighteen 


of Fahrenh. By theſe obſervations the higheſt 
degree of heat Was, in 1791, ninety of Fahrenh. 
* 


THE UNITED STATES; CANADA, Kc. 413 


(twenty-five | ſeven-ninths of Rkaum.) 3 | 1792, 


nincty-three of Fahrenh. (twenty-ſeven one- 


ninth of Reaum.); 1793, eighty-nine of Fah- 


renh. (twenty-five one-third of Reaum.) ; 1794, 
ninety-one of Fahrenheit (twenty-ſix two-ninths 


of Reaum.) ; and 1795, ninety-two of Fahren- 
heit (twenty-ſix two-thirds of Reaum.). In 1750, 
the thermometer ſtood at ninety- ſix of Fahrenheit 
| (twenty-eight four-ninths of Reaum. * 1751, 1 
ninety-four of Fahrenheit (twenty-ſeven five- 

ninths of Reaum.); and in 1752, at one hundred 


and one of Fahrenheit (thirty. and two-thirds of 


N Reaum. ) 


The higheſt 8 of cold was, in 1791, 
twenty-eight of Fahrenheit (one ſeven-ninths 


under nought of Reaum.); 1792, thirty of Fah- | 


renheit (eight-ninths under nought of Reaum.) ; 
1793, thirty of Fahrenheit (eight-ninths under 


nought of Reaum.) ; 1794, thirty-four of Fahren- 
heit (eight-ninths above nought of Reaum.) ; 


and 1795, twenty-five of Fahrenheit (three under 


nought of Reaum.); in 1751, the thermometer 
ſtood at twenty-three of Fahrenheit (four under 
nought of Reaum.); and in 1752, at eighteen 
of Fahrenheit (fix two- ninths under nought of 


Reaum. ). 


The temperature of ſpring-water, in Charleſton 


18 fixty-four and half of F ahrenheit, and, conſe- 
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quently, twelve degrees warmer than in Philadel- 
Phia. Rain- water, kept in ciſterns, 1 is one degree 


and half warmer than in Philadelphia. Theſe 


obſervations have been communicated to me by 
Dr. Ramsay, Vice-preſident of the Medical So- 


ciety; and I have been afſured, that they are 
exact, | 


The great quantity of Wy which has been 


cleared within theſe laſt forty- ſix years, and is 


now under cultivation, cannot but have produced 


conſiderable changes in the climate, yet no cer- 


tain opinion can be formed on theſe obſervations, 
which have only been taken theſe laſt five years 
paſt, prior to which none had been made fince 


1752. The ſudden alterations in the thermo- 


meter at Charleſton are very conſiderable ; and 


although, by the aſſertion of the Medical Society, 


they are leſs ſo than formerly, yet, by their 
own obſervations, they are ſufficiently important. 


Thus, for inſtance, in 1793, on the 28th of Octo- 
ber, the mercury féll from ſeventy-four to thirty- 


ſeven of Fahrenheit (from eighteen two-ninths 
to two three-ninths of Raum.); conſequently 
thirty- ſeven degrees in the courſe of one day. In 


1751, on the iſt of December, the mercury fell 


from ſeventy to twenty-four of Fahrenheit (from 


_ 41xteen two- thirds above to three five-ninths under | 


nought of Reaum.), or {orty-fix degrees. 
Winter 
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| Win is, in Charleſton, the moſt pleaſant ſea- 
| ſon. At the ſevereſt froſt the ſoil freezes ſcarcely 
two inches deep, and the froſt continues not 
- three days. Yet the intenſe heat of the ſummer 
renders the human frame ſo ſenſible to cold, that, 
in Charleſton, five or fix months together, they 
keep fire in the rooms; and that, to the beſt of 
my information, one family uſes more wood in 
that town, than two families in Philadelphia. 
| North-weſterly winds prevail in Charleſton in 
winter, and ſouth-weſterly in ſummer ; for which 
reaſon, and in order to procure as much freſh air 
as poſſible, houſes are generally built ſouthwards, 
in preference to all other poſitions. 
lt rains much in South Carolina; at times 
a drought will happen, which continues three 
months, and then 1s followed by a fall of rain for 
three weeks, or a whole month. By the obſer- 
vations of the Medical Society, the rain, which 
fell in 1791, amounted to ninety-ſix inches, in 
1792, to eighty-eight inches, in 1793, to one 
hundred and fourteen inches, in 1794, to one 
hundred and eighteen inches, and in 1795, to 
ſeventy- one inches. 
Although Charleſton ſerves as a place of re- 
fuge to the cultivators of rice, yet it is not free 
from autumnal fevers; intermittent and bilious 
fevers, the epidemic diſtempers of this country, 


arc 


416 © TRAVELS THROUGH 


are not unfrequent in this town. The warmth 
of the blood, increaſed in South Carolina by the 
uſe of wine and ſpirituous liquors, engenders a 
diſpoſition for inflammatory diſtempers, which 
manifeſts itſelf in ſummer. Conſiderable num 
bers were cut off by the fever in 1792 and 1794. 
The yellow fever, it is aſſerted, raged with great 
violence ſix times between the beginning and the 
middle of this century, but has not made its ap- 
pearance ſince 1748. Some phyſicians are, how- | 
ever, of opinion, that the fever of 1792 and 1794 
had ſeveral ſymptoms in common with the yellow 
fever. However this may be, it has at leaſt, fince 
the fever of 1792, in Philadelphia, ſhewn itſelf 
every where; and it is a circumſtance peculiarly 
remarkable, that the malignant diſeaſes, which 
carried off ſuch great numbers in New York and 
Philadelphia, ſpared foreigners, and eſpecially 
Frenchmen, in thoſe places; while, on the con- 
trary, in Charleſton, they frequently fell victims 
of theſe cruel maladies. Upon the whole, how- 
ever, Charleſton is ſuppoſed to be far more 
healthy than any other place; and its ſalubrity is 
| likely to increaſe, according to reſcarches and ob- 
ſervations made by the phyſicians. 

The police of Charleſton is extremely . 
in thoſe meaſures, which ſhould not be wanting 
in any populous town, ſituated in ſo hot a cli- 

| mate. 


| > 
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mate. Cleanlineſs in the ſtreets, as well as ; houſes, 


is greatly neglected. Offenſive ſmells are very 


frequent; ſeveral burying-grounds are in the midſt 


of the town, and carcaſes are frequently ſuffered 


to lie uninterred. A bird, which in point of 


plumage and ſhape 1 is much like a turkey, and is 


known in the country under the name of turkey ; 
buzzard, ſoon devours the carcaſe, and merely 
leaves the bones; but the voracity of this bird 55 
cannot excuſe the indolence of the police. It is 
very common all over South Carolina, and, in 
ſome meaſure, worſhipped by the inhabitants of 
the town. No law, it is true, has been enacted, 2 
which prohibits to kill this bird, but the public 5 
opinion, nevertheleſs, e attends to its Pre” 
ſervation. | 


Meaſures din to avert. or 1 lofts 


by 1 fire are equally neglected. Three-fourths of 


the buildings are conſtructed of wood ; and the 


few which are built of ſtone, are roofed with 
_ ſhingles, though numerous tile-kilns are in the 


vicinity of the town. It would be extremely eaſy, 
and, at the ſame time, highly prudent, to intro- 
duce a, ſafer mode of building, at leaſt in regard 


to ſuch houſes as are either new built or tho- 


roughly repaired. From the conſtruction, which 


has hitherto prevailed, and the heedleſſneſs of the ; 
negroes (whoſe number amounts to thirteen or 
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fourteen thouſand) conflagrations are very fre- 


quent in this town. Daring the time of my reſi- 
dence, ſeventy- ſeven houſes, forming a Whole 


| ſquare, encircled by four ſtreets, were burnt down 
to the ground, without one ſingle building having 
been ſaved. Shortly after my departure another 


fire broke out, which was ftill more dreadful. 

The regulations, relative to the extinguiſhing fires, 
are as bad as the meaſures to preyetit it. Every 

one haſtens to the fire as a 1ooker-on. There are 
fone who command, and none who bey, either 
at the fire-engines, Which are not only few in 
number, but alſo in a very bad condition, or at 
the demolition of buildings, by which a fire 


might be prevented from ſpreading farther. The 
negroes alone are employed to extinguiſh the fire, 


with the addition of few whites. They work with 
zeal and ſpirit, but without much uſe, from want 
of a proper direction. What a contraſt between 


this confuſion, and the regular activity obſerved in 


fuch caſes in the northern ſtates, where every in- 
habitant is member of a ſociety, formed for this 
benevolent purpoſe, and haſtens to the fire with 
two leather buckets, which are to be kept by every 
"houſe. The fire-engines are attended by men, who 
"underſtand the buſineſs, and work them with the 


utmoſt zeal and judgment. The leather buckets 
With water paſs without interruption from hand 
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to bend along a a row of men, drawn up from the : 


houſe on fire to the engine. 


So far from any free-ſchools exiſting in the 


townſhips of South Carolina, as in New England; 


there are not even ſchools where children can re- 
ceive inſtruction for money. In hopes of earning 

a comfortable livelihood, inſtructors now and then 

_ eſtabliſh themſelves in the moſt populous towns 
and villages. Two or three ſchools, where the 1 in- 


ſtruction is extended beyond reading and writing, 


have been inſtituted in South Carolina; three col- 
leges have alſo been formed by the legiſlature 


within theſe laſt three years in Charleſton, Co- 
lumbia, and Beaufort, where education is to be 


finiſned. The inhabitants of South Carolina for- 


merly ſent their children either to the colleges in 


the northern ſtates, or to England; but now they 
begin to diſcern, how pernicious it is, to ſend chil- 


dren to ſo great a diſtance from their parents, at 
an age when they have ſo much need of their care 
and advice, and to expatriate them during a period, 


in Which all their habits, ſentiments, and feelings 
are formed, and when they frequently adopt prin- 


ciples and manners, altogether different from thoſe 


of the country, in which they are to reſide for life, 
_ nay ſometimes diametrically oppoſite to the cuſ- 


toms of their native land. 


It is on theſe grounds 


chat the legiſlature has reſolyed to inſtitute three 


Ee 2 5 5 colleges, 
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colleges, which, however, are not yet finiſhed, 
That of Charleſton, which begins to exerciſe its 
functions, is not completed. From the ſmall num- 
ber of maſters, the ſcholars are hurried through 


the courſe of their ſtudies, ſo that a youth, ſcarcely: 


fifteen years old, has gone through all the claſſes. 


He has thus finiſhed his ſtudies at a time, when 


he ſhould ſpend three or four years more to com- 


plete them, and engages in the buſineſs of life, un- 


furniſhed with any means of defence againſt the 
depravation of morals, with which he is threat- 


ened in South Carolina. Theſe inconveniencies 


may perhaps be redreſſed; but nothing has yet 
been done in South Carolina to provide means of 
inſtruction for the multitude, nor are the inhabi- 
tants ſeemingly aware of the neceſſity of provid- 
ing them. 

No manufactory has hitherto bes eſtabliſhed 
in South Carolina, excepting a few corn-mills in 
the back country, which have been conſtructed on 
principles ſo very indifferent, that they cannot fur- 
niſh any flour for exportation, but merely grind | 
ſufficient corn for the dee of ſome fami- 


lies in the lower country. The opulent inhabi- 


tants of Charleſton, as wel as rich farmers, uſe 


only the flour of Philadelphia or Baltimore. A 


mill, built near Camden, one hundred and twenty 
miles from nleſton, after that erected at 
Brandywine, 
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Brandywine, begins at Peet to e good. 
flour bs 
In different places of this fate tile-kilns have 
been erected, which yield their proprietors a con- 


ſiderable profit. The tiles coſt eleven dollars 7 bg 


thouſand. _ 
Although Carolina | is unis with live: ſo 


| cedar, cypreſs, and pine, in ſhort with the. beſt | 
timber in the utmoſt abundance, yet not ten ſhips 


are built in the courſe of a year, and theſe only 


by workmen of the northern ſtates, as induſtry 


lies yet dormant in Carolina, and the merchants 


find it more profitable to purchaſe their ſhips in 
the north, or to get them built there of amen 


ſent thither from Carolina. 
The price of ſhips, completely fitted out 8 
ready for ſea, is at preſent ſeventy- ſeven dollars a 


ton. In Beaufort or Georgetown they are about 


ſeven or eight dollars cheaper: and in time of 
peace they coſt in general a third or fourth leſs 
than in time of war. Iron and great quantities of 

hemp are drawn from Sweden and Ruſſia, though 


the latter article is already cultivated in tolerable 


quantities in the back country. Their fail-cloth 
comes from Boſton or England. | 

A ſhip, conſtructed of Carolina timber, is ex- 
tremely durable, if it be repaired in time; the 


price of oak timber is thirty-two cents of a dol- 
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lar the cubic foot ; _ planks, {1x feet in length. 


half a dollar; fir timber, four dollars the hundred 
cubic feet; maſts, from eighteen to twenty inches 


diameter, and from ſixty to ſeventy feet in length, 
from forty-ſour to forty-eight dollars. You ſel⸗ 
dom ineet with any of a large ſize. The ſouthern 


pine, from its great weight, can be uſed only for 


lower maſts. Cypreſs planks coſt two dollars and 
half; fir, two dollars. Carpenters' wages are, for 
white people, two dollars and halt, and tor Negroes 
one dollar and half a day, 5 

The market of Charleſton is, — ſpeak · 


ing, but very indifferently ſupplied with provi- 


ſions. Butchers' meat is in general very bad from 
the heat of the climate, and from the feed of the 
cattle, which are turned into the woods to Craze. 
In winter, the bullocks, which are deſtined for the 
market, are fed with the ftraw of Indian-corn. 


This beet is ſomewhat better; but not fo good 


as in the north. Since a great many families have 
migrated hither from the French Weſt Indian 


iſlands, who ſubſiſt upon gardening, good culinary 
plants and roots are more frequent than formerly. 


Tc price of beef is one-cighth of a dollar the 
pound, mutton and veal one- fourth of a dollar, 
flour from the norch twenty dollars a barrel, and 
Carolina flour fifteen dollars. Salt is imported 
from Turk's. * Portu gal, or England, and 

coſts 


- THE UNITED, STATSS, CANADA, &c. 9 423 


roſts one dollar a buſhel; fire- wood, without any 

diſtinction, is five dollars the cord. Houſe-rent 

amounts, upon an average, to three hundred dol- 

lars; there are houſes for which chirtern hundred 
dollars a year are paid. 

The abovementioned Medical Society 18 the 

only ſcientific inſtitution in South Carolina. It 


Was eſtabliſhed five years ago. Several members 


ſeem anxiouſly deſirous of rendering it uſeful. 
But indalegce and inactivity prev ail in this coun- 
try in ſuch a degree, that there is reaſon to doubt ä 
the extent of their exertions, until the reſults ſhall 
ſhaw, that it was ſufficient to produce any bene- 
ficial effects. This indolence in regard to ſcience 
15 a matter of ſeyere reproach againſt all the ſtates 
of the Union. But on conſidering their ſmall 
population, and the profitable employment in 
_ which the major part of thoſe inhabitants are en- 
gaged, who poſſeſs the largeſt ſhare of knowledge 
and information, we ſhall find little reaſon to 
Wonder, that the ſciences make fo ſlow a pro- 
_ grels in this infant country. But a circumſtance, 
well qualified to excitc aſtoniſhment, 1s this, that 
the different literary ſocieties, which under a va- 
riety of names have been formed in the United 
States, have not yet adopted any means for diffu- 
ſing the knowledge of uſeful machines, of agri- 
cultural improvements, &c. as for this purpoſe it 


Ee 4 1 would 


ö 


222 
1 
*, 845 
* 
. 
* 
q 
5 
. # 
17 
3% 
17 
CF 
1 
5 * 
V5 
+4 
13 
** 
1 
* 
4 
4 
4 
* 
7% 
*. 
7 
. 
$7 
L 
F 
6 
,»d 
i 
H 
- 1 
* 
. 


Tl > 
$; 


. 


EE Ceres 
WED N 
< I 
- * 


e 

"= , 
r 
* BET, 


4 
up 
9 
14 
% 
# 
1 
p 
5-8 
: 
f 
. 
v0 
1 
1 
, $I 
_ 
. 
4 
. 
1 
Fa] 
A 
4 
* 
1 
75 
5 
+ 
by 
* = 
7 4 
[1 * 
4 
. 
1 
i 
1 


= 
* 
. * 


| of humanity. 


24 [TRAVELS THROUGH 


would be ſufficient to tranſlate ori articles of 
European books or journals. Again, it is a mats 
ter of ſurpriſe, that theſe ſocieties ſhould not cor- 
reſpond, and communicate to each other their ob- 
ſervations on epidemic diſeaſes, on the moſt pro- 
per treatment of them, ſanctioned by experience, 


on the beſt preventatives, and many other ſubjects 
of great national importance, which might 10 


eaſily be done in the United States. Theſe ſocie- 
ties are alone able to effect this uſeful purpoſe ; 
and were they compoſed of members as deeply 
learned as thoſe of the Royal Society in London, 
and of the Academy of Paris, this profound eru- 
dition would prove perfectly uſeleſs for a conſider- 
able length of time; that 1s, as long as America | 
ſhall only ftand in need of that plain and {imple 

inſtruction, which is ſo indiſpenſably neceſſary to 


the proſperity of the country, and the een 


of the inhabitants. 
Phyſical and meteorological obſervations, care- 


fully taken in all the United States, could caſily 
procure information of à certain deſcription, 
namely, ſuch as concerns the influence of the 
ſudden clearing of wood-lands on the tempera- | 


ture, ſalubrity, and unſettledneſs of the weather. 
and on the change of the wind, which is ſo eſſen- 
tially important for the ſciences and the intereſts 


A 33 hoe 
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A library has been formed in Charleſton, and: 
is ſupported by the voluntary contributions of a 
great number of the inhabitants. It was burnt 
down to the ground at the time, when the Eng- 
liſh were in poſſeſſion of the town, and has ſince 
been conſumed again by fire. This library, which 
is not yet very large, conſiſts of well-choſen books, 
and is yearly encreaſed by purchaſe as well as do- i 
nations. Although the ſubſcribers, by the fub- d 
ſiſting regulations, enjoy but a very limited right 
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of making uſe of the books, yet they, who wiſn [ 
it, can eaſily obtain them. The rooms of the li- 1 | 
brary contain ſome very good prints, and cunous i 
machines. You alſo find there bones of an extra- 3 
ordinary ſize, which were found on digging out i 
the canal of Santee. They conſiſt chiefly in bones | x ſl 
and Jaws, much of the ſame ſize and ſhape, as 1 N 
thoſe which are found in ſeveral parts of Ame- i 
rica, ſuch as Kentucky, the banks of the Ohio —— 9 
and Miſſouri, and the north-weſtern territory; _ 8 


they are, it is ſuppoſed, bones of the mammoth, 

an animal which ſeems fabulous to the learned, 

ſince none of that ſpecies have hitherto been ad 

found in any part of the globe. In the opinion it 
of ſome they arc elephants' bones, and their ex- 

iſtence in America is explained according to Buf- 
; ſon's $ ſyſtem. But many of theſe bones exceed 

in ſize thoſc of clephants. Shin - bones have been 
| | found 
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found of ten inches in diameter, and teeth up- 
wards of two feet in length. I have ſeen one, to 
which the lo wer part of the jaw was yet joined, 
and which weighed upwards of fifty pounds. 


Charleſton is full of F renchmen from St. 3 


mingo, and of commanders of privatcers, Some 


of the former have brought money with them; 


at leaſt they have not all ſpent their fortunes; and 
many earn a livelihood by letting negroes, whom 


they brought from St. Domingo. The French 


planters and commanders of privatcers differ 
widely in their political opinions; but the love of 


gaming reconciles them all, and in the French 


gaming g-houſes, Which are very numerous in 
Charleſton, Ariſtocrats and Sans-culottes mix in 


friendly intercourſe, and indiſcriminately ſur- 


round the tables. It is aſſerted, that they play 


very high. 

The principles of the French Jones pre- 
dominated long in Charleſton. For ſeveral years 
a Jacobin club exiſted in this town, of Which 
Mr. HARPER, at preſent a violent Federaliſt, was 
member. The French conſul Max GOR, pre- 


deceſſor of the preſent conſul, was a conttant 


member of this club. But, although he was con- 
ſul and agent of the French nation, and preſident 
of the club, yet he was denounced by a common 
ſeaman on account of his uncivic conduct, and 


Was 
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was obliged to ſubmit to the humiliation of 


hearing his excluſion propoſed by the daring ſea- 


man, which motion, however, fell to the ground, 
through the eloquence of a barber. At the altera- 
tion of the French conſtitution this club ſhared 
the fate of all other J acobin meetings; at the 
time of its diſſolution it conſiſted entirely of 
Frenchmen, all the Americans having withdrawn 
prior to that event. | 
Among the emigrants PIC St. Domingo Dr. 
PoLoxyY holds a diſtinguiſhed rank. He poſſeſſes 
an uncommon ſtock of profound learning, and is 


member of ſeveral literary ſocieties in Europe. 
| Repeated travels in the northern and ſouthern 


ſtates, and his extenſive information, enabled him 
to communicate to the Academy of Paris a great 


variety of uſeful obſervations. As naturaliſt and 


chemiſt, he was peculiarly eſteemed by Count 


Buffon. He has a complete work on St. Do- 


mingo ready for the preſs; the little I have read 
of it, appeared to me replete with ſound argu- 


ment and luminous philoſophical diſcuſiion. In 


regard to what he ſays on the diſtempers incident 
to hot countries, I am no competent judge; but it 
ſeems to contain a great variety of | as re- 
ſearches, and keen, elaborate obſervations. 

I met in Charleſton with a ſchool-felloyr of 
mine, Mr. de la CHAPELLE, a man of uncom- 
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mon worth, and of the nobleſt and a genes 

rous mind. He has faved no more than fifteen 
Hundred Louis d'or; and yet from his frugal mode 
of life he is able to do much good to others, by 
whom however his Windeit is La os abuſed. 


'GOOSE CREEK. 


Davie my refidence in Philadelphia in the 
winter of 1795, I promiſed Mr. Isa RD to pay him 
a' viſit at his country-ſeat, if I ſhould ever come to 
South Carolina. He was member of the Con- 
greſs at the time, when the conſtitution was 
framed. Since the beginning of the revolution, 
when he entered on his political career, he has 
conſtantly performed his functions with that ho- 
neſty, zeal, and diſtintereſtedneſs, which form the 
1 conſpicuous features of his character. His private 
1 concerns, which had ſeverely ſuffered from the 
by devaſtations of the Engliſh, were ſtill mare de- 
= ranged by his long abſence, and his family is very 

| numerous. From theſe motives, as well as from 

his love of a retired life, he reſigned his ſhare in 

the adminiſtration of public affairs, from which 
1 neither honour nor profit can be derived in this 
cCCountry. He ſettled accordingly in South Caro- 
0 lina, where he intends to ſpend the remainder of 
* his days, partly in the country and Fan in town, 
| g | = ſurrounded by a numerous family, by whom he 18 
= 135 evidently 
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evidently loved and reſpected. He is a ſincere and 


zealous partiſan of the federaliſt ſyſtem, which is 


far from being popular in South Carolina. But 
they who differ from him in opinion on this ſab- 
ject, at the ſame time do juſtice to his character; 
and having travelled much in Europe, the infor- 

mation he poſſeſſes is of a more pleaſing caſt, than 
is generally acquired by Americans. His lady, 


who is univerſally reſpected in the country, poſ- 
ſeſſes a cultivated mind; ſhe is amiable and polite, 


and has paſſed ſome N in Europe with ſeveral 


of her children. 
The eſtate of Mr. Hard conſiſts almoſt entirely 


of rice-ſwamps ; he owns three or four planta- 


tions, very conveniently ſituated for that purpoſe, 
and by all accounts well managed; his ſlaves 


amount to five hundred. His manſion is, pro- 


perly ſpeaking, only a country-houſe, built by his 
great grandfather, who arrived from England at 
the time, when the firſt ſettlements were formed 
in this country. It is very ſeldom that eſtates 
continue here ſo long in the ſame family, as from 
a natural propenſity to change, the barter of eſtates 


is common among the inhabitants of Carolina. 
This ſettlement, which Mr. Iſard has named 
Elms, from a fine plantation of elm trees, which 


he planted himſelf, contains about fourteen hun- 
dred acres. He cultivates only three hundred, 


and 
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and keeps on this eſtate from twenty-five to thirty 


negroes. Indian-corn, barley, and potatoes, are 


its uſual produce. A ſwamp of about one hun- 


dred acres is well ſituated for the culture of rice, 


and is already in part applied to it; he is now 


buſted in felling the remaining trees, to devote it 
entirely to this purpoſe. 85 
I have ſcen here the commencement af the 


proceſs of clearing. The part, deſtined for the 


culture of rice, 1s ſurrounded with a wide ditch ; 


the earth, dug out of the ditch, ſerves to. raiſe a 
| dike, which on one ſide has one or two openings, 


ſhut up by locks, to let the water on the rice 


field, ſome being conſtantly kept in a reſervoir : 


on. more elevated ground for this purpoſe. Were 


it not for this dike the water would inundate the 


{ſwamps at certain periods of the year, and ſweep 
away the rice, which has juſt ſprouted. When 


| the ditch and dike are finiſhed, the trees are cut 


down, but ſtumps are left in the ground as 
high as in the northern ſettlements. The 1ſmall 


branches are burnt, the ſoil is omewhat looſened, 
f and the rice planted amidſt theſe large trunks of 


trees, which are not burnt or cut into fire-wood 


till me years afterwards. Mr. Iſard has aſſured 


me, that the produce of the firſt and ſecond year, 
notwithſtanding the trunks of trees thus partly 


1 covering the ſoil, is e to that of any other 


ground, 
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ground, no part of which has been loft. This i 


the method 'of clearing the ground, univerſally 


obſerved in America. The produce'of the cul- 


ture of Trice, as variable as that of any other branch 
of agriculture, fluctuates between two and four 
| barrels per acre ; Mr. Iſard obtains three; the 


barrel weighs fi: hundred and twenty-five pounds. 
Mr. Iſard's land yields from fifteen to twenty 
| buſhels of Indian corn, and one hundred buſhels 


of potatoes an acre. A negro cultivates five acres. 


| of rice-field, and three or four of proviſion, as they 
are called, that is, Indian- corn and potatoes. 

Mr. Iſard is a zealous advocate for ſlavery; from 
all the accounts, he has been able to collect, it is 
his firm belief, that a free negro is more indolent 
and vicious, than a negro flave. But he makes 
not any ill uſe of the unlimited authority, which 
by the laws of South Carolina the planters enjoy 
over their flaves. The mildneſs of his difpoſition 


is obſervable in his conduct towards his negrocs, 


as in fact it is in every action of his life, unleſs 
che 'vivacity of his temper is wrought up by his 
peculiar opinions, cfpecially on political ſubjects. 


ing" filkeworms, which theſe laſt two years have 


proved uncommnorily ſucceſsful. Whether in this 


country, which is ſo well qualified for this ſpecies 
"0 culture, any more 'c attempts of that nature have 
” : | _ been 
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Mrs. Ifard has made ſeveral experiments of rear- 
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been made, I know not, but Mrs. Iſard was in 
duced to engage in them, from an earneſt deſire 
of promoting the proſperity of the country. 
Gooſe Creek is the name of the pariſh in which 
Mr. Ifard's eſtate is ſituated. It contains about 
three hundred ſquare miles, was ſeveral years | 
without a paſtor, and has but very lately obtained 
one. As the pay of the clergy is raiſed by ſub- 
ſcription, ſuch planters only contribute towards 
their ſubſiſtence, as reſide in the vicinity of the 
church. Devotion is not a prevailing faſhion in 
this country. The preſent certain income of the 
| Paſtor of this pariſh exceeds not fix hundred and 
forty-three dollars per annum. One Sunday, 
which I ſpent with Mr. Iſard, I went with him 
to church, where I found fifteen white people, 
and about thirty negroes and negreſſes, who oc- 
cupicd the aiſles; for in the ſouthern ſtates the 
| negroes are not ſuffered to mix with whites. 
The road from Charleſton to Elms runs through 
Dorcheſter : it is ſandy like all the other roads in 
South Carolina. In the vicinity of the town the 
ſand has leſs compactneſs, and, of conſequence, 
fatigues both men and horſes more, than at a 
greater diſtance from the town, on account of the 
great number of waggons, which, as the phraſc 
here is, plough the country. For the firſt three or 
four miles the houſcs ſtand pretty cloſe together, 
E_ but 


0 
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"Ip farther on you find only ſcattered plantations,” 


the buildings belonging to- which ſeldom ſtand 
near the road. The only inn on this road, which 
is ſeventeen miles in length, lies ten miles from 
the town. In the courſe of the laſt war the Eng- 

I1th had, during their reſidence in Charleſton, 
either from motives of military precaution, want 
of fire-wood, or luſt of devaſtation, cut down 


every tree within ten miles of the town. Ve- 


getation is ſo very pow erful in this country, that 
all theſe trees are not only grown up again, but 
have alſo attained a conſiderable ſize. The lux- 
uriance of the woods ſtands unrivalled ; there are 


eighteen different ſpecies of oak, particularly the 
live- Oak, palmetto or cabbage- tree, cucumber- 


tree, deciduous cypreſs, liquidambar, hickory, &c. 
In ſhort, all the ſpecies of trees, which are ſo ex- 
ceſſively dear in Europe, ten of which are bought 


to ſave one, for Which both ſituation and ſoil are 


carefully ſelected, and which yet never attain any 
conſiderable height, are here the natural pro- 
duce of the country, and thrive moſt excellently. 


Equally ſtriking to Europeans is the pleaſing lux- 


uriance of ſhrubs, plants, and various ſpecies of 


graſs, which diffuſe moſt of them an exquiſite 


fragrance. My firſt rambles through theſe woods | 


afforded me, therefore, an uncommon pleaſure. 


Some parts of South Carolina, where the fand 
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is leſs fertile, bear no other trees than pine, and 
for this reaſon are called pine-barrens. But even 
on theſe lands grows a ſpecies of graſs, which, 
though inferior to that produced on a good ſoil, 
ſerves both winter and ſummer for the feed of 
1 | horſes, bullocks, and cows, which graze in the 
i | woods. This grafs is called crab-graſs. 
* At ſome diſtance from the road lies a garden, 
* where a French botaniſt, who is paid by the 
| French government, raiſes the trees of the coun- 
8 | 5 try from the ſecd as well as layers, and ſends them 
"A „ to Mr. Tnovixs at Paris, with whom he main- 
tains a literary correſpondence. The name of this 
botaniſt is Mic#ARD ; he has reſided in America 
| theſe fifteen years, and traverſed every part of the 
country, to enrich France with the fineſt produc- 
N tions of the United States. He was juſt returned 
5 from the Illinois with a rich collection of beauti- 
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| ful plants and herbs. He peculiarly extols the 
. vegetation in the Teneſſec, where he has diſco- 
; _ vered a tree, from the root of which a beautiful 
N pale yellow colour is extracted. He claſſes it 


among the ſophoras, but has not ſeen it in 
bloſſom, and conſequently judges only from the 
growth, leaves and feed. He has given the latter 
to General Blount, who has offered to return him 


FFF 2 


| the plants. During his abſence two negroes took | 
b | - careof his garden, and kept it very clean of weeds. 
_. . 1 £ This 
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This garden anſwers extremely well the views of 
Mr. Thouin, to domeſticate in France the great- 
. eſt poſſible number of the productions of all coun- 

trics, for which purpoſe he has formed nurſeries 

in the French dominions, under different degrees 
of latitude, to accuſtom exotic plants to the French 
climate by inſenſible degrees. Mr. Thouin is, in 
my opinion, one of the RS. ornaments of 
France. 
The day I returned from Mr. Iard, my very. 

obliging friend, Mr. Pringle, propoſed to me a 

trip to the banks of the river Aſhley. I availed : 

myſelf with much ſatisfaction of this opportunity, 

to enlarge my acquaintance with the interior, and 

to view the country- ſeats, in thoſe parts which 
enjoy the greateſt celebrity. | 

Charleſton being ſeated on an iſthmus formed 
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by two rivers, under an angle which is very acute, | 
the road is for the firſt ſeven miles exactly the * 
| ſame, whether you intend to proceed to Georgia, 6 | 
North Carolina, or any point of South Carolina. q | 
We made our firſt ſtop-at a ſmall plantation, but ; | 1 
very lately purchaſed by Dr. BARON, a Scotch- ty 
man, and phyſician of great celebrity in Charleſ- 1 
ton, where, it is aſſerted, he makes thirteen thou- ö a 
wal 


ſand dollars a year. He is a man of extenſive 
learning, and an excellent companion. This ſmall 
i plantation, named Fitteraſſo, conſiſts of tour hun- 
Ff 2 dred 
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dred acres, and coſt him four thouſand two hun- 


dxed and eighty dollars; it is ſituated on a ſmall 


eminence near the river. The ſite for the houſe, 


for none has hitherto been built, is the moſt plea- 


fant ſpot which could be choſen in this flat, level. 
country, where the tedious ſameneſs of the woods 
is ſcarcely variegated by ſome houſes, thinly ſcat- 
tered, and where it is hardly poſlibte to meet with 
a pleaſant landſcape. His garden is ſeparated from 
the river by a moraſs, nearly drained; the whole 
extent of the northern bank of the river is nearly 


of the ſame deſcription. Dr. Baron intends to 


purchaſe this intervening ſpace, and to convert it 
mto meadow-ground. This alteration will im- 


prove the proſpect, without rendering 1 it a charm- 


Fog viſth.} 
Hence we croſſed the river, and ſtopped at a 
plantation, lately purchaſed by Mr. Pringle, the 


former name of which was Greenville, but which 
he has named Suſan's Place, in honour of his 


lovely wife. This plantation is likewiſe without 
a houſe, that of the former occupier having been 


conſumed by fire; on the ſoundation of this build- 


ing, which remains unhurt, the new manſion is 
to be erected, which will be finiſhed this ſummer. 
The plantation, which conſiſts of four hundred 
acres, has coſt him one thouſand two hundred and 
eighty-fiye dollars. The ſituation is much the 
= | BE. he 


FOE as chat af Fitteraſſo, except that the mo- 
raſſes, covered with reeds, lie on the other ſide. 


The river flows cloſe to the garden, and the ſhips, | 


which continually ſail up and down the river, 


may anchor here with great convenience. Yachts 


of one hundred tons, burthen ſail as far as Bacon- 
bridge, twenty miles from Charleſton. | 
We made another halt at a houſe, formerly the 


property of Commodore G1LLoN, who died in 
very deranged circumſtances, bordering on inſol- 


vency. This plantation, Which has accordingly 


been made over to the creditors, is in the very 


| worſt ſtate. The Commodore died three years 
| ago, The houſe is tolerably handſome, and the 
garden is laid out with a more refined taſte, and 
_ cultivated with more care than gardens generally 


are in this country. But the ſoil is ſterile to ſuch : 
a degree, that the Commodore was obliged to ſup- 


ply his table with culinary plants, and his ſtable 


with fodder, from another plantation, which he 


poſſeſſed three or four miles farther diſtant. 


Half a mile from Batavia, the name of the 
Commodore's plantation, ſtands Middieton-houſe, 


the property of Mrs. MippLEToON, mother-in- 


law to young Mr. Iſard, which is eſteemed the 
moſt beautiful houſe in this part of the country. 


The out-buildings, ſuch as kitchen, waſh-houſe, 


and offices, are very capacious. The enſemble of 
fa 15 155 theſe 
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theſe buildings calls to recolleQion tha ancient 


Engliſh country- -ſeats, The rooms in the houe 


are ſmall, and the outſide, as well as the inſide, ; 18 
badly kept. A peculiar feature of the ſituation is 
this, that the river, which flows in a circuitous 


courſe, until it reaches this point, forms here a 
wide, beautiful canal, pointing ſtraight to the 


houſe. The garden is beautiful, but kept in the 
ſame manner as the houſe ; the ſoil is very bad, 
and, in my opinion, the whole plantation 1s al- 


together undeſerving the celebrity it enjoys. 


We {topped to dine with Dr. DRAYTON, at 
Drayton-hall. The houſe is an ancient building, 
but convenient and good; and the garden is bet- 


ter laid out, better cultivated and ſtocked with 


good trees, than any I have hitherto ſeen. In 
order to have a fine garden, you have nothing to 


do but to let the trees remain ſtanding here and 
there, or in clumps, to plant buſhes in front of 


them, and arrange the trees according to their 
height. Dr, Drayton's father, who was alſo a 
phyſician, began to lay out the garden on this 


| principle ; and his ſon, who is paſſionately fond 


of 4 country life, has purſued the ſame plan. The 
prof pect from the garden is like all other views in 
this part of the country, but the occupier finds ijt 


leſs tediouſſy uniform than travellers do. He 


Pointed out to us, and poke much, con amore, of 
a little 
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alittle hut in the woods, which is ſcarcely viſible, 
and of a turning of the river, yet no village is to 
be ſeen, not the ſmalleſt eſtates, nay no huts. 
All South Carolina contains ſcarcely five or ſix 
villages, if four or five compact houſes deſerve 
this name. The planter reſides, throughout the 
whole country, in the midſt of his negroes. It 
is a matter of general cenſure, that Charles II. 
divided this country among three men, without 
_ conſidering that, divided as it is at preſent, per- 
haps among fiſteen or twenty thouſand people, it 
is yet far from procuring the ſtate and ſociety at 

large the advantages, which it might produce. 
Every one works with his own negroes; he has 
no opportunity of hiring others, as every one has 
full employment for his ſlaves, and ſtands in need 
of many hands for little work. In regard to the 
northern ſtates, the period may be determined 
with ſome degree of certainty, when the whole 
country, which has been wreſted from the In- 
dians, will be cleared; but not the leaſt idea can 
be formed how it will be poſſible in South Ca- 
rolina to clear only double the quantity of land, 
which is at preſent under cultivation. This ob- 
{crvation, however, applies merely to the lower 
part of South Carolina, for the country on the 
other fide of the mountains is inhabited by white 
Fr4 5 people, 
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people, who work, as every where elſe, and whoſe 
number, it is aſſerted, increaſes yearly by new co 


loniſts, who are emigrating thither. 
On our journey we met a drove of negroes (you 
cannot uſe a more proper term), who were ſent 


from Cambridge to the market of Charleſton. 


Their maſter, an advocate of Cambridge, one of 
the diſtricts of the ſtate, has relinquiſhed his plan- 
tation, to employ his money in ſome other branch 
of buſineſs. Planters of ſmall fortunes do this 
very often; and from the high price of negroes it 
is at preſent done more frequently than at other 


times. They were about one hundred in num- 
ber, men, women, and children. The ſale of the 


huſband 1 is not neceſſarily connected with that 


of the wife, nor is the purchaſer of the mother 


obliged to buy the child ſuckling on her breaſt. 


h The advantage of the buyer is the only binding 
law. . g ; 


That part of the foreſt, which I did not tra- 
verſe, on my way to Mr. Ifard, abounds alſo, it 


is ſaid, with trees and buſhes. Two ſpecies of 
the ſorrel tree, (andromeda, Linn.) the azalea, the + 


ſnow-drop tree or fringe tree {chionanthus, Linn.) 
honey-ſuckle with red bloſſoms, which grows in 


a ſwampy ſoil; the ſaſſafras; and the myrtle of. 
Which Srecn candles are made, The berrics are 


boiled 
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boiled in water; the ſubſtance, which ſwims on 


the ſurface, is the olly matter or tallow. A buſhel 


of berries yields eight pounds of candles, which 


coſt twenty cents. The red paria, or Carolina 


horſe· cheſnut tree, which, When inoculated on a 
common cheſnut grows up in Europe to a very 


high. tree, is here a ſhrub of a middling ſize. 

To ſeveral trees adheres a yellow grey moſs, 
which hangs ſeveral feet down, like a beard, and 
is known by the name of Spaniſh beard. It re- 


tains the ſame colour, both in winter and ſum- 
mer, and bears ſmall blue flowers in ſpring. It 


clings eſpecially to oaks and elms; plantains, ma- 
ples, cucumber trees, and pines are generally free 


from it. This mots injures only the beauty of the 


trees, but alters neither their growth nor leaves. 
In gardens which are well kept, it is taken off 
with iron rakes; the negroes frequently pull it off 
the trees in the woods with their hands, and ſell 


it to the upholſterers of Charleſton, who ſtuff with 
it mattraſſes and chairs. For the ſame purpoſe, 


pretty large quantities of it are tranſmitted to Phi- 
ladelphia, New York, and even to the northern 
ſtates; for though it conſtantly preſerves a cer- 


tain unpleaſant ſmell, yet it is much uſed, from 
its being cheaper than wool or hair. In winter it 


affords good food for cattle. 
SANDYHILL. 
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SANDYHILL.. 
er a reſidence of twenty days in Charleſton, 


I ſet out for Georgia. From the exceſſive heat, 
it becomes neceſſary to make this tour before 
the beginning of June, in which month the heat 


grows intolerable; and the dangerous diſeaſes, 
occaſioned by it, 33 but few men, eſpecially 


ſtrangers, who travel through theſe peſtiferous 


ſwamps. I ſet out in company with Mr. Bra vu- 
vors, a Frenchman, a botaniſt, paſſionately fond 
of his ſcience, and a good, worthy man. In or- 


dier that we both might retain our full liberty, We 


hired each a cabriolet, and a little negro. We pur- 


| ſued the ſame road, which I travelled with Mr. 
Pringle, on my excurſion to the banks of the Aſh- 
ley, until we reached the other {ide of this river, 
that is, ten miles from Charleſton. To this point 


the road is much the ſame, ſand and woods. The 


ſand, however, is not ſo deep, and ſeems to be 


more mixed with earth. The woods are equally 
beautiful, and, for ſome miles, the plantations lie 
more compact. Rice is the chief article cultivated 
in this part of the country. 
Eight miles after you have croſſed the Aſhley, 


you 27 an arm of the river Stono. The bridge, 


by which you croſs the river, has been built by 


General Was nIN G TON, who poſſeſſes an eſtate 


in 
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in the neighbourhood, which, however, is not 
that on which he reſides. The toll is conſider- 
able. I was obliged to pay a quarter of a dollar 
for a cabriolet and a horſe; and yet the farmer, 
| who takes the toll, pays the General no more 
than four hundred and twenty-cight dollars two 
| thirds. This road is, therefore, in all likelihood, 
not much frequented ; a ſuppoſition, which was 
much corroborated by the ſmall number of tra- 
vellers we met on our journey.. And yet this is 
the great Savannah-road, which we did not leave 
but ſix miles from the General's eſtate. 

All the inhabitants of South Carolina are more 
afraid of the rattle-ſnake, than thoſe of New York 
and Pennſylvamia. Theſe ſnakes, it ſhould ſeem, 
are more dangerous here than in the northern 
ſtates; as inſtances are known of people having 
died a quarter of an hour after they were bitten. 
According to the aſſertion of the faculty, the bite 
is mortal only when a lymphatic veſſel has been 
hurt, becauſe in this caſe the poiſon mixes more 
rapidly with the blood ; every other bite is eafily 
cured. The intenſe heat of the climate renders 
the poiſon more deſtructive than in the northern 
ſtates; for it can hardly be ſuppoſed, that among 
the great number of pcople who are bitten 
there, there ſhould be none whoſe lymphatic 
vyeſſels were injured, and yet none are known 
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to — * died of 6. bite. The juice of plans 
lago virginiana, Linn. or the root and branches 


of mahuba bruiſed, are the remedies moſt com- 
monly applied. Either of theſe plants is ſuffi- 
cient, but they are deemed more efficacious when 
they are applied jointly, A tobacco leaf ſteeped. 
in rum, or a ſingle leaf of one of the above plants, 
takes off the pain and ſwelling. CESAR, a a negro, 


proved its efficacy to the Aſſembly of the States, 
in 1780, by cauſing a rattle-ſnake to bite him; 
and obtained for this arcanum his liberty, and a 


penſion of one hundred guineas a year. The rat- 


tle- ſnakes are as peaceful in Carolina, as they are 
in the north; they never bite but on being touched, 


However great the fear of theſe ſnakes may be in 


this country, yet they are not, 1t ſhould ſeem, very. 


frequent, as in this caſe the planters would un- 


doubtedly, from motives of ſelf-intereſt, furniſh 
their ſlaves with the ſame thick worked ſpatter- 
daſhes, which in the northern ſtates render the. 
bite harmleſs, by abſorbing the poiſon; and Which, 


for this reaſon, are there in general uſe, inſtead 
of ſuffering the negroes to Work barefoot 1 in the 5 


ſwamps as well as the woods. | 
General Waſhington's friends having prevailed 


upon me to call at the General's, I did ſo; and 
from the gentcel reception 1 experienced on his 


8 Part, 
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| part, We ſoon got acquainted. General Waſhing- 


ton 1s of the ſame family as the Preſident, but 


they are only diſtant relations. He ſerved in the 
war of the revolution, and 1s generally reſpected. 
He is now one of the moſt opulent planters, and 
poſſeſſes from four to five hundred ſlaves, by whoſe 
number wealth is iy eſtimated in South Caro- 
lina, as it is through their labour that riches are 
amaſſed in this country. The information which 


obtained from him, in regard to the culture of | 


rice, appears to me complete, yet I ſhall not in- 
ſert it in my journal, until it be corroborated, and 
rendered ſtill more perfect by the accounts of other 
planters. I ſhall, therefore, here only obſerve, 
1. That the General s rice fields are inland amps, 
2. the General ſows one buſhel and a half of rice 


on an acre; 3. the medium produce of an acre is 


two barrels of rice; 4. every negro cultivates four 
or four acres and a half, beſides two or three acres 


of proviſion ; 5. by his calculation a third only of 


his negroes work in the fields, the reſt either con- 


ſiſt of old people, children, and fick, or are em- 
ployed about the houſe; 6. the number of ne- 


groes increaſes every year by a twentieth ; 7. every 
negro earns annually, all expences being deducted, 
about two hundred and fifty-ſeven dollars; but 


the rice which, prior to the war, was ſold for two 


dollars and a half, coſts now {ix or ſeyen dollars 
. and 
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and a half; 8. the expence for a negro, includ- 


and ſifting, which is generally dane in 50 plan- 


tations by hard labour. 


Theſe mills ſave conſiderable time and Work; 
the negroes are relieved from the moſt painful 


gularly huſked, which cauſes a conſiderable dif- 


ference in the produce. An able huſker delivers 


nineteen parts of large rice, and one of rice- duſt; 


or ſmall rice, that is, ſuch as is too much ground, 


Ano- 
ther great advantage is, that the rice is more re- 


ing duty, board, clothing, and medicines, he eſti- 
mates from twelve to thirteen dollars; 9. he in-⸗ 
| tends to erect a mill, to ſave the trouble of grinding 


but an indifferent workman only ten. Rice-duſt, 


is not marketable, or fetches only half the price of 


good rice. 
By all the „* which I have Wn able 


5 to collect, the culture of rice is in an improving 
ſtate; the beſt proof of which is the greater num- 


The planters 


ber of furrows in a given ſpace. 


had formerly only fifty-five in one acre and a 


quarter, inſtead of ſixty-five or ſeventy, which are 


made at preſent, without the leaſt prejudice to the 
fertility of the ſoil, or the richneſs of the ears. An- 


other improvement concerns the mode of water- 
ing the ſwamps. Upon the whole, the planters, 


more 1 on their true intereſt, ſeem de- 


termined 


7 


termined to perfect the culture of rice by all pof- 
ſible means. The rice, from this plantation, is 
tranſported twelve miles in carts, and frequently 
the diſtance from the next creek is ſtill greater. 
The planters are now raiſing a ſum by ſubſerip- 
tion, for the conſtruction of a canal, which is to 


Charleſton. This canal is to be ten miles in 
length, and the expence is eſtimated at thirty- 
eight or forty thouſand dollars. J aſſiſted at a 
meeting of the commiſſioners, relative to the 


beſt means of conſtructing it. For this purpoſe 


to Work at the canal with a certain number of 
negroes, proportionate to the greater or leſs diſ- 
tance of his plantation from the canal to the ex- 
tent of his ſwamps, or the number of his ſlaves, 
or to charge one planter with the conſtruction of 
the whole canal, and make every planter contri- 
bute to the expence in the above proportion. 


Good planters are of the latter opinion, becauſe 


the adoption of the former would leſſen the num- 
ber of their workmen, and, of conſequence, their 
gain. The mecting deliberated on theſe queſtions, 

but came to no determination. That one ſingle 
| Planter ſhould be able to undertake this work, 


may be explained by the circumſtance, that there 


are 
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croſs the ſwamps, and on which the rice may, 
without the leaſt difficulty, be conveyed to 


it has been propoſed, either to cauſe every planter 
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are many bad planters, who let their negroes at 


a high price. The meeting terminated in a din- 


ner, like all ſimilar meetings in England, with 
this difference only, that this dinner Was given, 
not in a good tavern, but in a miſerable inn, 
where, from the ruinous ſtate of the ſtair-caſe, 


the- gueſts | were under the. neceſſity of working : 


up their way to the dining-room by the aid of a 


ladder. It was a cold dinner, and the liquors 


ſerved up were rum; brandy; and geneva, which 


the gentlemen of the meeting quaffed, as if they 
had been the moſt delicious champagne. The 
General, whoſe turn it was to entertain the com- 
pany, had provided the whole dinner. The cul- 
ture of rice will undoubtedly be greatly increaſed 
by the conſtruction of this canal. By General 
Waſhington's account, as many ſwamps remain 
ſtill uncultivated as are under cultivation. | 
His own plantations are all ſituated in the vici- 


rity of his manſion, without joining each other. 


One director has the ſuperintendance over all the 
plantations, and under him ſpecial inſpectors are 
appointed for every plantation. He cultivates two 
hundred acres with Indian corn or potatoes; the 
average/produce is from twelve to fifteen buſhels 

of Indian corn per acre. WO 
The rice-planters cultivate no more Indian 
corn and potatoes, than they want for their own 
| | con- 
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_ conſumption, and that of their negroes. By cul- 
tivating more, they would, in their opinion, waſte 
their time in a leſs profitable labour; and many 


planters would rather purchaſe all their proviſions, 


than raiſe it in their own fields, were not the 


carriage ſo very expenſive, 

All the planters keep great numbers of oxen, 
cows, and pigs, which procure their food eaſily, 
and without the leaſt expence, in the large foreſts, 


which belong to the plantations. Horſes are alſo 
frequently turned into the woods ; but the true 
amateurs of horſes, many of whom are found 
among the planters, ſend them rather to graze on 
| a field, which the year before was ſown with In- 


dian corn and rice, and on which the ſpecies of 
graſs, called crab graſs, grows in great plenty. In 
woods, where the graſs of the preceding year 1s 
not entirely conſumed, and where this graſs might 
- ſtifle the new growth, it is burnt at the beginning 
of ſpring, and the young graſs es better than 
it otherwiſe would do. | | 
The price of ſwamps is here from twenty-one 


to forty-two dollars an acre. The ſituation in 
regard to the watering of the ſwamps occaſions. 
the difference in their price. Uplands coſt from 


tive to ſix dollars an acre, but are ſeldom ſold. 


Indian corn coſts one dollar and a half the buſhel, 
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à cow from ſix to nine dollars, and a | yoke of o OXen 


_ forty dollars. 
General Waſhin gton is one of the planters 


-of Carolina, who, in order not to relinquiſh 


to the merchants of Charleſton the great pro- 
fits on the ſale of rice, have tranſmitted it them- 
ſelves to England. The reſults of this ope- 


ration are not yet known. All the planters are 


| highly pleaſed with the high price of rice, yet 


the moſt prudent of them adopt not a more ex- 


penſive way of living, but convert their gains into 
capital. They are fond of reſiding on their plan- 
| tations, and thus ſave much of their houſehold 


expence. Yet you mult be accuſtomed to ſuch 


4 reſidence to be pleaſed with it. Not the leaſt 
variety, as to ſoil and culture; ſurrounded on all 
ſides with mud and water; few or no neighbours; | 
and in addition to theſe unpleaſant circumſtances, 


the planters are deprived of the greateſt pleaſure 


of cultivators, to ſee every thing grow in their 


fields. In the month of June, whe the ſwamps 
are watered for the firſt time, the planters retire 


for four months into the town, for fear of the 


peſtiferous effluvia, and during this time the rice 


ripens and is mowed. The white director of the 
plantation, who remains on the ſpot, muſt the 
| firſt ſummer pay for this reſidence either with his 

| life, 
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LE. or at leaſt hare a dreadful fit of Yes: 3 0 
ſhould he ſurvive this, yet he is every ſummer at- 
tacked by a ſimilar diſeaſe at leaſt for a eee 
The negroes fi uffer not from all theſe noxious 
exhalations. 

In the General is „ other excellent 
qualities that of a benevolent maſter to his ne- 

groes. They are not overburthened with labour, 
and they are at liberty to cultivate ſor themſelves 
as much land as they chooſe. | 

N Waſhington ſeems leſs pleaſed ith; a 
plantation-life than her huſband, whom buſineſs 
frequently calls away, and whom a pipe or a good 
dinner often retains in the ah whither he is 
obliged to go. 

The General's plantation lies in St. Paul's 
pariſh, which contains fifteen ſquare miles. Al- 
though four or five remains of churches are to be 
found i in this pariſh, yet there exiſts in fact but 
one, where a congregation can aſſemble. The 
reit were burnt down in the courſe of the war, 
and they are in this country not very anxious to | 


build them up again. 

The road from Sandyhill to Dr. N 55 
brother of my friend Pringle of Charleſton, is as 
ſandy as that which we have travelled, but the 
| ſmall bridges, you frequently meet with, grow 
_ worſe and worſe. We croſſed in a ferry the river 
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Ediſto or Pompon, which riſes two bent de | 
higher up the country, and on which the tim- 
ber from the foreſts of further Carolina, that- are 
one hundred miles diſtant from Charleſton, is 
floated to this city. _ 1 
Dr. Pringle reſides in the ohe of St. "wh 
tholomew, and cultivates, of nineteen hundred 
| acres, which compoſe his eſtate, two hundred 
acres of ſwamps, and forty acres high land. If 


he had more hands to diſpoſe of, he might culti- 


vate more; but he poſſeſſes only a ſmall fortune; 
and planters thus circumſtanced can very ſeldom 
raiſe the neceſſary money for the conſtruction of 
machinery. He has explained to me the whole 
proceſs of the culture and preparation of the rice; 
and the information I received from him on this 
ſubject, agrees ſo perfectly with that which I have 
collected in three or four other different places, 
that I think myſelf fully informed on this head. 
Rice 1s commonly ſown about this time ; ſome 
have already done it, and others commence in "FE 


fortnight. 
Tha country is full of that ſpecies of , 


which by naturaliſts are called caimans. We ſaw 


a ſmall one at the General's, which had been 


killed by his huntſman. On a walk we took 
with Dr. Pringle, we ſaw two, which lay aſleep 
near a 1 ſw ampy ditch; both were of con- 


fiderable 


6+ 
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ſiderable ſize, and one meaſured fron the wad to 


the extremity of the tail upwards of twelve feet. 
We obſerved them perfectly at our eaſe, at the 


diſtance of twelve paces. The noiſe we made, 
after five or ſix minutes, having rouſed them from 


their ſleep, they jumped into the water. This 


animal very ſeldom touches a man, however near 


it may be to him; it conſtantly flees, when on 


land; but in the water it is ſaid to be fiercer. A 


few years ago, a caiman bit off the leg of a wo- 


man, while ſhe was bathing. It more frequently 
attacks dogs, which at times it carries off in the 


preſence of men. Sometimes, when hounds in 
purſuit of a ſtag ſwim through the water, they 


| ſeize beth hounds and deer, and pull them down 


to the bottom, without their ever appearing again, 


The ſcales, with which the caiman is coated, ren- 


der it invulnerable, unleſs the wound be inflicted 
in the interſtices of the ſcales, or at the extremi- 
ties. | | | . 


The rattle- ſnake 1 is as much 2 in this 


country as the caiman. No perſon has of late 
died of its bite, which proves frequently mortal 
to dogs, cows, and horſes, although caſes of its 
being cured are more numerous. On the whole, 
the number of theſe noxtous animals appears very 
inconſiderable. By Dr. Pringle's account, who 


has ſcen many of them, they are here much larger 
„ at 


e 


- 
©. bn tom OY 
2 : 


Re 7 


I 1 
— ISS 
— Te 


a ab" 


. en e 
V 


Nr 
Nn 
* 
I I! 
3H 
eh 

- M - 
3 
1 
n 
* 
pu $92 
„ 
94 
8 
bu 1 
22 
ow 
5 
* 
A 
+ 
1 
* Its 
45 Bi 
1 #}: 
+ 
+ : 
- * 
I. 
br 
+ By 
SY 
: 
web 
BY 
+ BY 
48 
fb 
4 
1 8 
10 
N T * 
2 
i | 
16 | 
j 
o 
q k 
* 
j 
4 
if f 
iid 
} 
an 
: 
193 


pu 2 


FFF Macs ” 212 8 2 Nd. 


* a7 ORD 5 ww Dl OR 
K * 


3 e 


r aa 1 
e — 


— 


454 — TRAVELS THROUGH 


at the al age, "SY in che northern . 


Thoſe which have come within my obſery ation, 
are of the ſame ſize as in Geneſſee, but of more 
vivid colours. The bite of the water rattle-ſnake 


is alſo poiſonous, but leſs ſo than that of the land. 
The derivation of its name is not known; for 


this animal has neither rattles, nor is it furniſhed | 


with the two fangs, which render the rattle-ſnake 


i extremely dangerous. There are thoſe, who 


imagine, that it is the female of the rattle- ſnake, 


while in the opinion of others it forms a diſtin 


ſpecies ; but all this reſts on ſuppoſition, as in fact 
do many things in natural hiſtory. The black 
ſerpent is pretty common in Carolina; it is very 
long, and purſues thoſe Who attack it; ; Put its 


| bite 1 1s harmleſs. 


Panthers are ſometimes AIP: in the woods, 
but they are few in number ; the aſſertion of their 
having attacked men is contradicted. Tiger - cats, 
wolves, and foxes are here frequent, and ſome- 
times carry off fowls, ſheep, and calves from 
places contiguous to inhabited buildings. But 
the- planters, who aſſemble chez live- ſtock twice 

a year, to count the young, and pick out thoſe 


which they intend to fatten, charge leſs the wild 


beaſts with the deficiency they diſcover, than the 


petty planters, negrocs, and other workmen. The 


winter is here never ſo ſevere, as to prevent the 
To T cattle | 
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cattle from remaining in the woods, where they | 
find plenty of food; ſome of the planters feed 


them with the ſtraw of Indian-corn and rice, but 
moſt kill them, as they come out of the woods, 
Mr. Pringle, who keeps from ſeventy to eighty 


negroes, and, of conſequence, 1 is no great planter, 


has from two to three hundred head of cattle. 


To judge from the acquaintance J have made 


among the planters, their converſation 1s not very 


” intereſting. Their time is chiefly taken up by 


the chace and the table, by gaming and doing no- 
thing, the few excepted, whole parents were ſuf- 
ficiently rich to ſend them to· Europe for emen 
tion and inſtruction. 


Mr. Pringle holds a nie e rank among 


well- bred 133 He finiſhed his education and 
ſtudied medicine in Europe; for ſome time he 


followed this profeſſion, but now practiſes it only 


from motives of compaſſion, to preſerve his in- 


WH dependence. He 1s in every reſpect a worthy 


man, amiable and communicative, plain, and ſo 
happy, that his equals are but ſeldom found. He 
s an excellent maſter to his negroes, and aſſerts, 
againſt the opinion of many others, that the plan 


tations of mild and indulgent maſters thrive moſt, 


; and that the negroes are more faithful and labori- 
ous. He is beloved by his ſlaves. The cultivated 


part a his plantation is in the beſt order, and 
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the number of his 3 encreaſes mw” _ a 
tenth.” | 


In the Marton are a 4 very mall 


{rot the property of white people, who 
keep no ſlaves, and who of fifty acres, which form 
the neceſſary qualification of an elector, cultivate 


about twenty with their oxen. This claſs is poor, 


and, by what I have been told, ſeems not to de- 
= ſerve much reſpec. Bat theſe planters evidently 


proye, that even in this ſcorching climate White 
people can perform the labour, for which it is 


generally deemed neceſſary to employ flaves; 
though it muſt be confeſſed, that they neither 
-work much in the hotteſt ſeaſon of the year, nor 
toil in the ſwamps. White people may perhaps 
not be able to accuſtom themſelves to the ne- 
ceſſary labours in the ſwamps, yet it is of impor- 
tance to know, that they are capable of working 
in the upper country at the culture of grain, po- 
tatoes, and turnips. From this fact hopes may be 
entertained” that the large tract of ground which 
ſeparates the ſwamps from the upper country, and 
the fertility of the ſoil of which is apparent from 


the numerous trees it bears, will be cultivated. 
© Mr: Pringle preſented my fellow-traveller, Mr. 


Beauyois, with a petrified oyſter, found in the vi- 
cinity of Columbia, one hundred and twenty miles 


from the ſea; Its length amounts to eighteen 
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inches, Engliſh meaſure; From the cireumſtanee, 
that in that part of the country there is a conſi- 
derable ſtratum of ſimilar petrified ſubſtances, it 
: becomes highly probable, that this whole tract 
was once covered by the ſea, and that the ridge 
of mountains, which runs from Florida to Canada, 
formed its original limit. N i 
In the r of St. Paul a free negro, vis 
from his early youth cazcfally ſtored up the pro- 
_ duce of his induſtry, poſſeſſes a plantation of. t W 
hundred ſlaves. Inſtances of this kind are not 
rare, I underſtand, in St. Domingo; but ſuch a 
plantation is here a phenomenon. The ſeverity 
excepted, with which this emancipated. ſlave 
treats his negroes, his conduct is ſaid to be regu- 
lar and good. His name is PIN DAINI, and he is 
eighty- five years old. He has married a white 
woman, and has give en his ae a ann; 
to a white man. Fs 


RUPELMONDE, ON THE RIVER BEAUFORT. , | 
As long as the roads continue of the ſame qua- 

lity, as I have hitherto found them, ſince I left 
Charleſton, I ſhall not make any mention of 
them. I am not yet tired of theſe ſuperb foreſts; ; 
but on traverſing them, you cannot but regret, | 
that a ſoil, which bears ſuch trees, ſhould, not pro- 
duce any thing elſe, and that nineteen twentieths 
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of that foil may, perhaps, remain for ever uncul- 
tivated i in Carolina, which might be ſown with 
oats, rye, and barley, and thus remove the un- 
healthineſs of the climate, and the poverty of the 
| country. Nature inyites this country to a high 
degree of proſperity, the non-attainment of which 
can only be owing to the 7e and miſconduct 
of wen, 3 

We travelled in company with Mr. 1 
Pune a worthy brother of J ohn Pringle of 
_ Charleſton; he intended to introduce us to his 
numerous friends at Beaufort. The plantations 
along the road are few in number and inſignifi- 
cant. The people were every. where buſied 1 in 
ſowing rice. 

I had a letter to Mr. Taos FULLER of 
Sheldon. He was not at home, but his lady re- 
ceived us with great kindneſs. She 1 is very hand- . 
ſome, and endowed with excellent qualities. 

It is frequently the fate of travellers to contract 
obligations; this we experienced the ſame even- 
ing, in regard to a lady Who reſides on the coaſt 

of the Iſland of Beaufort. The veſſel, intended 
to carry us over, was too ſmall for our two ca- 
briolets and horſes, We were, therefore, obliged 
to wait; and ſeeing us walking up and down the 
ſhore, ſhe invited us to ſtep into her houſe, and 
- lengtf offered us a ch 8 lodging, Mrs. Ra - 
PEL. 
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PEL reſides with her daughter in \ the neighbour- 
hood of the terry, which belongs to her. The 
mother was, fiftcen years ago, the firſt beauty of 
| Charleſton; and even yet, though thirty-five years 

old, and frequently indifpoſed with nervous diſ- 
FT caſes, ſhe is handſome and amiable. She gene- 
rally reſides 1 in Charleſton, whither me returns ab 
the beginning of June. Whateyer praiſe may be 
due to our European gentility, yet in no part of 
the globe ſo much hoſpitality 18 practiſed as in 
America, or can it any where be better exerciſed, 
than in South Carolina. 

We this day croſſed, by a very bad bridge, the 
river Combabee, which ſeparates the diſtrict of 
Charleſton from that of Beaufort. The only 
remarkable thing we met on thig journey was a 
large caiman, which lay dying on a ditch. He 
Was wounded in the head with an axc, and was 
at a greater diſtance from the water than they 
generally are. We diſpatched him, and found 
that he was eleyen feet and half in length. Theſe 
animals, whoſe aſpect is as frightful as the ac- 
counts of their fierceneſs, are no objects of fear 
with the inhabitants of this country ; travellers, 
therefore, have cither exaggerated their accounts, 
or are more timid than the inhabitants. They 
are killed, wherever they are met with, and ex- 
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tremely numerous in the freſh waters of Carolina 


and Georgia. | 
The ſtate of Georgia, tl the worſt eg 0 part 


of the Union, is a compound of natives of all Eu- 


ropean countries, and of all the other parts of the 
United States. Its recent hiſtory is a tiſſue of con- 
tinual diſputes among the inhabitants as well as 
with other ſtates, without the leaſt mark of public 
ſpirit. This moral picture muſt neceſſarily admit 
of exceptions ; I have myſelf, during my ſhort re- 


fidence in Savannah, found men, who would do 


honour to any country. But the exceptions, 1 


5 apprehend, are few. 


As late as the laſt ſeſſion, a more regular ad- 


miniſtration of juſtice has been eſtabliſhed ; but 
it is not yet in force, nor will it be ſo for ſome 


time to come. The ſeſſions are not regularly 


held; the empannelling of the juries meets with 


great difficulties, and yet the buſineſs of a lawyer 
is one of the moſt lucrative profeſſions. 3 
Agriculture is much the ſame as in South Ca- 


rolina. | Cotton is cultivated by all the inhabi- 
tants, who conſider it as a principal branch of 
their trade, without paying any more attention 


to the beſt mode of cultivating it, than they do 
in South Carolina. Candid planters allow, that 
ny are far from having attained the higheſt de- 

18 4 8 grec 
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gree of perfection. the attainment of which will, 
in my opinion, ſooner be effected in South Ca- 
rolina than Georgia. The machinery for clean- 
ing the cotton is here more frequently employed 
than in Carolina; but the planters, convinced of 
the diſadvantages attending it, relinquiſh the uſe 
of it, and expect another from the Bahama iſlands, 
which compleats the operation ſooner, without 
injuring the down. 
The back country, which begins behind Atl 
guſta, is far more populous, and exports tobacco, . 
Indian- corn, rye, and wheat. Slaves, as is aſſerted, 
are more numerous on the other ſide of Auguſta, 
than on this ſide. There 1s no planter, who keeps 
a conſiderable number of negroes; but the ſmalleſt | 
planters buy ſome as ſoon as they can, leave off 
doing any work themſelves, and grow lazy, for 
which the maſters of ſlaves generally feel a ſtrong 
diſpoſition, encouraged by the heat of the climate 
and the habits and manners of the country. . 
The law of the land permits the importation 
of negroes, and this is the only ſtate, the ports of 
which are not yet ſhut up againſt this odious 
trade. They are not, however, imported in great 
numbers in Savannah; in the courſe of laſt year 
arrived about ſix or ſeven hundred; during the firſt 
four months of this year four hundred and fifty 
have been landed, and two or three thouſand 
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more are expected. Savannah employs no ſhip 


in the ſlave-trade; but it is carried on in ſhips 


belonging to New England, and eſpecially to 


Rhode-Iſland. The cargo, however, 1s conſtantly 


carried to Savannah, without the leaſt certainty 
of a profitable ſale, on account of the ſcarcity of 
money which generally prevails, and becauſe fo- 


_ reign merchants are as little fond of giving credit 


to thoſe of Savannah, as theſe are of crediting the 
planters. For the ſole purpoſe of cultivating ſuch | 
ſwamps, as are fitted for cultivation; ten ſucceſ- 
five years from eight to ten thouſand. negroes 


| ſhould be annually imported. A third of thoſe 


who are imported, are, in ſpite of the prohibition, 
every year ſmuggled into Carolina. Theſe Afri- 
can negroes coſt three hundred dollars each ; thoſe 


of the Gold-coaſt are the beſt of all, and next to 


them are thoſe of Congo and Ibo. The latter are 
the Beſt labourers, but frequently N within 


the firſt two years. 


I witneſſed an auction of negroes in hh; 


and although it was a ſhocking ſight, yet I ws 


not ſo affected by it as when J ſaw the one hun- 
dred negroes in Charleſton driven to market. 


Theſe were grown perſons ; but the others were 
children, unacquainted with the horrors of their 
ſituation. 


Almoſt all the land 3 in enge 18 coo; but 
different | 
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different in quality according to its ſituation; for 
at the diſtance of one hundred miles from this ſea 
it continues riſing as far as the Apalachian moun- 
tains, which are connected with the chain of 
mountains that interſects the whole of North 
America, proceeding from Canada, diſappears at 


the Gulf of Mexico ; and, under the name of Ta- 


pinambourg, riſes again in South America, after 
having firſt ſhewn itſelf in the Antilles: at leaſt 
this is the opinion of ſeveral naturaliſts. The 
lands appear better here than thoſe ſimilarly ſitu- 
ated in Carolina; and from the Apalachians to the 
M.iſfſiſippi they appear {till better. 


None of the ſtates is better watered than Geor- 
gia. The rivers Savannah, Oconee, Alatamaha, 


and St. Mary which divides it from Eaſt Florida, 
run through it from eaſt to weſt; and in their 


courſe receive a great number of creeks. and 


ſmaller rivers, by means of which the products 


of the inland parts, if they were inhabited, might 


eaſily be conveyed to the ſca. The great rivers 
Appalachicola, Mobile, Peare, Palcacola, and 


Governanti, which interſect Weſt Florida, and 
empty themſelves into the Gulf of Mexico, have 
their ſource in Georgia. The river Miſſiſippi, by 


| which it is bounded on the weſt, muſt, ſince the 


laſt treaty with Spain, be a certain and extenſive | 


means of diſpoſing of all its products, which might 
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be ſent to the Antilles. All the parts . the coaft 
ſouth of Savannah are, without compariſon, more 
healthy than Savannah, or than the coaſts of Vir- 


ginia or the two Carolinas; becauſe they lie nearer 
the trade-winds, and partake of the advantage 


which theſe afford. The climate, which in the 
interior of Georgia is not ſo hot as in Carolina, is 
much milder in winter. There is ſeldom any 
ſnow here, and where there is, it ſoon melts away. 
Except in the ſwampy parts, fewer diſeaſes Pre- 
vail here than in Carolina ; and freſh ſprings « of 
water are to bs met with every where. | 


To theſe advantages may be added the facility 


in paſling between the continent and the iſlands 


that lic along the coaſt, the communication with 
all of them being perfectly ſafe, and there being 


no occaſion to go out into the open ſea. Theſe 


iſlands are for the moſt part ſpacious and healthy : 


they have an excellent ſoil, which yields very fine 


cotton, almoſt all kinds of corn, and abundance 
of live-oak, which | 18 of ſo much value f in 1285 

building. | 
In that part of Georgia which borders on Weſt 
Florida, there are many ficlds of rice along the 
rivers; particularly on the banks, and between 
the two branches of the Mobile. Oaks of every 
kind, huckories, ſaſſafras, mulberry and cheſnut 
trees, grow here in the g greateſt poſſible perfection. 
There : 
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There: are few live-oaks, ind . carcely any ; cypreſies 


or cedars. The white pine grows here only.; the 


ſpruce-fir 1 is ſeldom ſeen, It] is ſaid that the three 


branches of the tiver Alatamaha, with tf ae iſland 
of St. Simon, which les facing them, form, the | 
beſt, deepeſt, and ſafeſt ha rbour on the American 
_ coaſt, below the Cheſapeak. Few of the United | 

States are deſtined to greater proſperity than 
Georgia. But there muſt be hands to work this 
gold-mine; and their labour n mult. be rendered 
valuable by good order, by reſpect for the. govern- 
ment, and a due adminiſtration. ot. the laws. 
Theſe objects will certainly be accompliſhed ſome 
time or other, but in the preſent ſtate of things, | 


it is difficult to fix upon the period when it ſhall 
come to paſs. The inhabitants of the back coun- 


try are more idle, drunken, and diſorderly, than 
thoſe who reſide | in the back parts of any of the 


United States. It is only to the government that 


99 


theſe vices can be imputed. Land which pro- 


duces rice, and is furniſhed with the buildings re- 
quiſite for its cultivation, fetches, when in good 


condition, from ſixty to fixty-five dollars; and 
that which 1 is not t ſo, ſells at ſeven or eight dol- 
lars. 


They eatty c on a trade with 8 8 35 


otter, and beaver {kins. But the Indians, who T, 


_ PO them, fad a more advantageous and ſarer 
Vox. 1 H h | ſale 


* 
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fale in Weſt ds; A e carry all their - 


ſkins to Penſacola. This trade is therefore con- 
fined to furs procured by the people of the back 
country ; and theſe are moonfiderp em in number 


and value. 


The Cherokees, the Chactaws, and Procks 
who are the moſt numerous and warlike of all 
the Indian nations, inhabit the borders of Geor- 


gia. Thofe capable of bearing arms are fuppoſed 


to amount to the number of twelve thouſand, 
fx thouſand of whom are Creeks. There are 


about thirty-five thouſand Indians altogether in 


Georgia. It is ſaid that the Creeks, contrary 3 
the general caſe, arc encreaſing 1 in numbers. Al- 
though theſe people are held in averſion, and en- 


_ deayours are made to drive them beyond the Miſſi- 


ſippi; yet it is allowed on all hands, that in the 
continual quarrels which they have with the white 
people ON the boundaries, the latter are in the 
wrong four times out of five. It is admitted by 
every body, that there cannot be a more vicious 

ſet of people than the whites who dwell on the 
'boundaries : they rob, murder, and betray the 
Indians; who in return frequently deſtroy their 
perſecutors, together with their families; and 


when they perhaps take a dreadful revenge, they 


on'y defend themſelves againſt unprovoked at- 
tacks: : theſe Indians arc all as good, as is generous, 


7 : 1 7 | and 
* 5 g * 
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and as faithful as thoſe of the . K 


Even when they are in the greateſt ſtate. of diſ- 
turbance, they live in the utmoſt familiarity with 
the white families who reſide amongſt them, and 

who find more protection from them than from 
the white borderers: theſe ſcalp their priſoners, 


as well as the Indians. This conſtant ſtate of 
petty warfare is a new ſource of diſorder 1 in 1 the 
ſtate. | ial 


The State of Dae! in n with ths 
federal government, thinks of concluding a gene- 


ral treaty with the Indians, the negociations for 
which are to be entered upon in leſs than a 
month. The conſequence of this treaty will be, 


that the Indians, in conſideration of a ſum of mo- 


ney, will retire a hundred miles farther back i 
| Meanwhile the borderers will purſue them, and 


will never be reſtrained, by any treaty, from 


making their unjuſt attacks; as long as there is 
no government to reſtrain them by rigorous pu- 


niſhments, and of courſe to prevent the repriſals 


of the Indians. 


: Theſe Indians cultivate he land with more 
care than thoſe in the northern ſtates. They 


keep ſuch negroes as they carry away in their 


_ petty wars, or thoſe who deſert to them. They 
treat them as ſlaves, but behave well to them; 


are ſparing of them in labour, and ſhare. with 
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them their own food. I have been afured, that 
there are ſome Indians Who have no fewer than 
thirty negroes: theſe carry the produce of their 
huſbandry to Penſacola, by which means Georgia | 
is deprived of conſiderable advantages. 

I have heard an anecdote of one of theſe In- 
dians, which, I believe, wul give a Clear idea of 
their manner of thinking. The Creeks had oc- 
caſion to aſſemble ſome years ago concerning a 
treaty with the United States: States: one Ta- 
LASKING, a famous warrior amongſt them, who 
had always declared himſelf a friend to the United 
States, oppoſed every act of hoſtility againſt them, 
and was confequently well known, came to New 
York, the place of mecting, after the Aſſembly 
had already been opened. He there found, that 
one MALA3KY, who had diſtinguiſhed himſelf | 
by his inveteracy againſt the United States, and 
by the miſchiefs he had done them, was well 
treated, and even careſſed by the American com- 
miſſioners. This circumſtance raiſed his indig- 
nation to ſuch a degree, that, although he was 
himfelf well-treated, he left the Aſſembly after 
two days, and became an enemy to the States. 
This indignation has its foundation in a ſtrong 
ſentiment of honour, which muſt make civilized | 
fates bluſh for the talſchood and Ls 900 of 
their wk 

od: T he 


- 


| The avaricious Georgians are, not contented 


with graſping at the country of the Indians; ; 


many of them look on Florida already as their 


lawful property; and think that by a war, they 
would eaſily gratify this ambition of theirs; as 
the ſouthern ſtates are much more populous than 
this province. It is to be conſidered how little 
Spain can be intereſted in this ſmall tract ot 
country, how many diſputes it may occaſion, 
and what a natural boundary the Gulf of Mexico 
would form for the United States. It cannot . 


but be wiſhed that Spain, with a ſort of political 
magnanimity, may give up this country, which 
is not an advantageous poſſeſſion to her, and 


which in all ene ſhe may not be able to 


retain. 


The law concerning Negroes is milder in Gear 
gia than in Carolina, where it is of Engliſh origin. 
But here it 1s thirty years younger, and therefore 
breathes that humanity, which characteriſes the 
latter half of the preſent century. It appears to 
me in ſome reſpects as mild as any law can ever 


be when ſlavery is permitted. It is faid that 


there are few ſevere maſters here : but the ne- 


. grocs are worſe cloathed and fed than in Caro- 
lina; and even there their cloathing and food are 
not remarkably good. 


Until 1794 Auguſta v was the chief town * 
Hh 3 _ _ 
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them their own "TY Theatre been 4 that 
there are ſome Indians who have no fewer than 
thirty negroes : theſe carry the produce of their 
huſbandry to Penſacola, by which means Georgia - 
is deprived of conſiderable advantages. 

I have heard an anecdote of one of theſe In- 
dans, which, I believe, will give a clear idea of 
their manner of thinking. The Creeks had oc- 
caſion to aſſemble ſome years ago concerning a 
treaty with the United States: States: one Ta- 
IL.ASkKIN G, a famous warrior amongſt them, who 
had always declared himſelf a friend to the United 
States, oppoſed cvery act of hoſtility againſt them, 
and was confequently well known, came to New 
Vork, the place of meeting, after the Aſſembly 
had already been opened. He there found, that 
one MaLaskr, who had diſtinguiſhed himſelf 
by his inveteracy againſt the United States, and 
by the miſchiefs he had done them, was well 
treated, and even careſſed by the American com- 
mifſſioners. This circumſtance raiſed his indig- : 
nation to ſuch a degree, that, although he was 
himſelf well-treated, he left the Aſſembly after 
two days, and became an enemy to the States. 
This indignation has its foundation in a ſtrong 
ſentiment of honour, which muſt make civilized 

fates bluſh for the falſehood and _ __ of 
* N | 

| The 


5 


The avaricious Georgians are not contented 


Vith graſping at the country of the Indians; 
many of them look on Florida already as their 


lawful property; and think that by a war, they 


would eaſily gratify this ambition of theirs; as 
the ſouthern ſtates are much more populous than 


this province. It is to be conſidered how little 
Spain can be intereſted in this ſmall tract of 


country, how many diſputes it may occaſion, 
and what a natural boundary the Gulf of Mexico 


would form for the United States. It cannot 


but be wiſhed that Spain, with a ſort of political 
magnanimity, may give up this country, which 


is not an advantageous poſſeſſion to her, and 


which in all ne ſhe may not be able to 
retain. | 

The law concerning negroes is milder in Geor- 
gia than in Carolina, where it is of Engliſh origin. 
But here it is thirty years younger, and therefore 
breathes that humanity, which characteriſes the 
latter half of the preſent century. It appears to 
me in ſome reſpects as mild as any law can ever 
be when ſlavery 18 permitted. It is faid that 
there are few ſevere maſters here : but the ne- 


groes are worſe cloathed and fed than in Caro- 


lina; and even there their cloathing and food are 


not remarkably good. 
Until 1794 Auguſta Was the chief town of 
55 n : 
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Georgia: next to Savannah it is the largeſt, and 


the · only place that carries on an inland trade. 


Louiſville, the preſent ſeat of government, con- 
ſiſts only of about thirty houſes. 
Savannah is famous for the defeat of M. JEL 
taing in 1778, when he made an unſucceſsful at- 


tack upon 1. After every thing 1 have heard 
from cye-witneſſes concerning that affair, I am 


| poſitive, that M. d Eſtaing might have ſurpriſed 


the town without waiting for his heavy artillery : 
1. As the town, at his arrival, was defenceleſs. 


2. That he ſhould have properly finiſhed the 


regular ſiege, as he had once. entered upon it. 


3. That M. d'Eſtaing would certainly have ren- 


dered himſelf maſter of the town, if, after the firſt 


ſummons, he had not granted General PrEvosr 
an armiſtice of two or three days; during which 


time the latter had procured reinforcements from 


Beaufort, and doubled his means of defence. 
4. He would have ſucceeded in the attack, if, in- 
ſtead of directing all his force againſt one ſtrong 
redoubt, he had penetrated through the other 
ſcattered works which were ill defended. The 


Engliſh in that caſe would: have been forced to 


quit their entrenchments, and an engagement 
would have enſued, in which the French and 
Americans, on account of their numbers, would 


have been victorious. The inhabitants recollect 


with: 


* 


« 2. | — * 0 
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with gratitude the pains which M. d' Eſtaing had L 
taken to deliver them from the hands of the Eng- : 


liſh. They praiſe the valour of the French ; but 


lament that M. d' Eſtaing, on granting the armiſ- 
tice of twenty-four hours, refuted to let General 


Prevoſt 8 lady leave the town. 


"= fever which I caught! in Savannah obliged 
me, againſt my will, to relinquiſh an excurſion 
into the back country of Georgia and Carolina, 


which I had previouſly planned. 


I departed with pleaſure from this town, the 5 
climate, and ſituation of which on a burning” ſand 85 


render it ſo uncomfortable; and where the ſpirit 


of diſorder and anarchy muſt diſguſt every man to 
whom liberty is dear, and who knows that it can 


be maintained only by reſpecting « and IE the E 


laws. 


SPANISH SETTLEMENTS IN NORTH AMERICA. 


I believe that this is the proper place to give 
the accounts which I collected in Carolina and 


Georgia concerning the Spaniſh ſettlements, that 
border on the United States. The river Apala- 
Chicola, runs between Eaſt and Weſt Florida: L 
the Miſſiſippi divides Weſt Florida from Louiſi- 


ana. 


H h 4 | eſtabliſhed 


Fat Florida is thinly inhabited. When it be- 


long to England, ſeveral rice-plantations were 
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| eſtabliſhed on a large ſcale, and 1 8 


There are alſo plantations of cotton, which are 
very productive. It appears, that a great quantity 


| of land is, applicd to theſe uſes, and that ev en 
| pine-barrens might be improved for this purpoſe, 
though many inhabitants think, that the ſandy 


ſoil would not be able to produce cotton. Moſt 
of the planters left Eaſt Florida after the peace of 


1783, when it was ceded by England to Spain. 


Some trifling culture is however yet carried on 


by a few Engliſh families, who have not left the 
country. Few Spaniſh families live in Florida. 
The beſt rice-land lies north of the province, near 


the river St. Mary. There are alſo good ſwamps 
on the banks of the rivers towards the ſouth, 
eſpecially on the river St. John. This river runs 
along the coaſt, parallel with the ſea, from ſouth 
to north; or rather conſiſts of ſeveral lakes. Ilt 
is navigable from one end to the other; and of 
courſe can carry away the wood which grows 


here in abundance, and which can eaſily float 


into it on the ſmall creeks. The trees that grow 
in Florida are live-oak, red and white oaks, cy- 


preſs, hickory, red and white cedar, and the cu- 7 


cumber- tree: they are all very large. The river 


St. John can be even united with the ſea, on the 


' ſouth-weſt coaſt of the peninſula, in Charlotte 


Bay, by Þ means of the river Colooſehatche, and of 
a canal 
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” . eight or ten miles in length, n would 
run through the marſhes. By theſe means a direct 


paſſage from the Atlantie into the Gulf of Mexico 


would become practicable and caſy; and the 


wood which ſhould not be uſed in Florida, 2 
ſoon be conveyed to the lands. 2 


St. Auguſtin is a very ſmall town, which | 


but one ſtreet. It lies on a better ſoil than 


5 Charleſton or Savannah. Veſſels drawing more 


chan ten feet water cannot anchor in the har- 

bour. The tide riſes only to thirteen or four- 
teen feet. The climate is healthier than that of 
Charleſton, on account of the trade-winds, which 


conſtantly cool the air. It carries on its princi- 


pal trade with Savannah and Charleſton, to which 


places it ſends the products of the Havannah, 


which are depoſited here. Tt is ſupplied with 
Engliſh goods from the Bahama Iflands. 


The Lemencluka Indians, a ſmall tribe of 
Creeks, have a village of about one hundred 


| houſes in Tuſcavilla on Polycreek. They have 
ſome ſmaller ones on the ſca-coaſt, on the other 
ſide of Eaſt Florida. The ſhore of Weſt Florida 
riſes perpendicularly over the ſea, and is healthy. 


It is confidently ſaid that the land at the mouth 


of the Miſſiſippi has inereaſed to the diſtance of 
| twelve or fiftcen miles, ſince the firſt ſettlement 
| of the French in that place. This land, how- 


ever, 
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ever, which is becoming firmer every year, is not 
yet ſufficiently ſecure. South-weſt winds gene- 
rally blow here. Hurricanes ſeldom bs. and 


| they come from the ſouth-eaſt; 


The land between the Miſlifippi 45d Betckſoha 


3s excellent. The natural products are a ſort of 


large reeds, hickory, cedar, and cypreſs, which 
are very large: it has excellent meadows, Which 
yield very ſtrong graſs; and it is fit for every 
kind of cultivation. From Betekfoha to Pearl- 
river the land is not ſo good. It has the fame 


kind of trees, with oaks of different ſorts ; but 


few live-oaks. From Pearl- river to Eaſt Florida, 


the country conſiſts of a rich land, which might 


be cultivated to advantage. It produces many 
trees, particularly live-oak, —_— grow here to 


2 very large ſize. 


J give this ſketch by way of introduction, in 
* to be better underſtood. It is, upon the 
whole, correct; though not ſufficiently diſtinct 
in every particular. All the land that lies on the 
rivers is of the beſt quality. 

There are many habitations along the Miſſi- 
ſippi. Some French families ſtill dwell in the 
vicinity of the Bay of St. Louis. There are con- 
ſiderable ſettlements along the river. Mobile, at 
the Bay of Penſacola, and on the other rivers. 
Although theſe provinces have belonged to Spain 
TT | * 
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for thirtcen years, yet there are very few Spani- 


ards here. Such is alſo the caſe with Louiſiana. 


+ Except the military, cuſtom- houſe officers, and 
| perſons holding places under government, there 
are not perhaps a hundred Spaniſh families 
throughout this large plain. The bulk of the 


inhabitants conſiſts chiefly of French, Who had 
ſettled here originally, and of Germans, who have 


remained here, after the ceſſion of the country to 
Spain. Some French, Engliſh, and Spaniſh fami- 


lies, are proprietors of lands, but they are few. 
Almoſt all the lands belong to the Crown, which 


| neither ſells nor grants them for a ground- rent, 
but always gives them away at pleaſure. This 


power reſts in the hands of the Governor, who 


receives money for it, but who inſures the poſſeſ- 
ſion only ſo long as he holds his ſituation. 


There are few monks or prieſts in Florida and 


Louiſiana. From every thing I have heard, reli- | 
gion does not appear to be predominant. It has, 


however, ſome influence; and French philoſophy 


would find here many opponents. 


The rivers all flow from north to ſouth, and 


not very rapidly, The tide comes up a conſider- 


able way into them. Veſſels can ſail ſixty or ſe- 
venty miles up Pearl- river. The weſtern branch 


of the river Mobile is navigable for one hundred 
miles; and the eaſtern two hundred: the Appa- 


lachicola 
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-lachicola two hundred. All theſe rivers riſe in 
Georgia, where, with the exception of a few ob- 
ſtructions, they are navigable. | 5 
Ihe harbour of Penſacola is one of the beſt i in 
all North America. The entrance is ſafe; and 
the water, even at the keys, is always five fathoms 
deep. At Mobile the water at ebb is ten, and at 
flood-tide fourteen feet deep. At New Orleans 
there is between fourtcen and ſixteen feet of 
water ; but the navigable channel is narrow, and 
the entrance difficult. On every part of the coaſt 
there are numbers of ſmall bays. 

It is not ſo hot in Weſt Florida as in Carolina, 
notwithſtanding | its ſituation being ſo much more 
ſoutherly. Between the Miſſiſippi and and Mo- 
bile intermitting and bilious fevers prevail in au- 
tumn. From the river Mobile to Eaſt F lorida the 
country 18 very healthy. 

In many parts of Weſt Florida, Wn” particularly 
in the Natches, which lie within the territory of 
Georgia, and to which place the richneſs of the 

| foil has invited many inhabitants from Florida, 

rice, cotton, tobacco, and indigo, are cultivated. 

The indigo, which is known by the name of New 

Orleans indigo, is of a very good kind; it is in- 

ferior to that of St. Domingo, but much better 

than that of Carolina: It is ſaid, that, if more 
care were taken in the cultivation of 1 it, and ſeed 
| brought 
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brought more frequently from Guatimala, this in- 


- digo would be almoſt : as * as that os St. Do- 


miu 

It muſt be a matter oy e to find that 18 
whale of Weſt Florida, which belongs to Spain, 
is ſupplied with European goods from England. 

This, however, 1s true ; and can only be attributed 
to the lazineſs of the Spaniards. The Crown has 
granted to two Engliſh houſes, one of which 
trades under the firm of PExToON and ERMER, 
the excluſive privilege of ſupplying the inhabi - 
tants of the country, as well as the Indians, with 
European commodities ; - which puts into the 
hands of the Engliſh the whole of the peltry trade, 
cuven in the parts which border on Auguſta. They 
deal much more honourably in their barter than 
the Georgians, are better ſupphed with commo- 
dities, and, on that account, the Indians readily 
trade with them. This privilege does not extend 
to New Orleans. Every year ſome ſhips, which 

ſupply the Havannah, come to New Orleans, but 
they bring very inadequate cargoes, ſo that the 
Fpaniſh ſettlements on the Illinois get all their 
European goods from Montreal. $00 
There is a fact ſtill more recent, which point 
out the bad policy, whereby the Spaniards' give 
up all power into the hands of the Engliſh. The 
| Governor of New Orleans has given to the Eng» 
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un bouſd of Top and Co. (who carry on the 
peltry trade on the other ſide of the Miſliippi, 


below the lakes) the excluſive privilege of trad- 


ing for ſkins with the Indians, along the left bank 
of the Miſſouri; by which means the Eriglith 


are in poſſeſſion of the moſt important part of 


this river, and they have opened a trade with ſe- 
veral nations. This privilege has been purchaſed 
from the Governor of New Orleans for the ſum 


of twenty thouſand pounds ſterling. From this 


circumſtance an idea may be formed of the ſlug- 1 


giſhneſs and avarice of the Spaniſh government 


and its agents, which the activity of the Engliſh 


fails not to turn to their profit. It is high time 


that this country, even for the benefit of Spain, 


| ſhould come into the poſſeſſion of France. Should 


Spain keep it much longer, England will ſoon 


obtain it. In fact, ſhe partly poſſeſſes it already, 


there being ſeveral Engliſh garriſons ſtationed. 


upon the Spaniſh territories along the Miſſiſippi; 


and the numerous inhabitants of the Indian ter- 
ritory throughout this immenſe diſtrict, ſo rich 


in ſkins, are unacquainted with any but Engliſh 


traders. When the Engliſh ſhall have eſtabliſhed 
themſelves ſtill more firmly in this trade, they 
will become more important, and then the rich 
Spaniſh ſettlements in Mexico will not be long 
ſecure. This opinion, W which to me appears very 
To | clear 
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* mould be eſtabliſhed beyond a doubt by 
Frenchmen, who penetrate farther | into the coun- 
try than I have done. It is ſufficient here to ſay, 
that, contrary to the aſſertion of ſome Americans, 
the Miſſiſippi is navigable as far as Kentucky and 
the Illinois; and that the veſſels, which carry. the 
products of theſe. countries-to New Orleans, may 
take back European commodities, which, by this 
means, would be cheaper than thoſe brought 
from the ports of the Atlantic. | 
The commercial advantages, which W 
holds out to an active and intelligent nation, are 
uncommonly great. It might furniſh the moſt 
durable wood of every ſort, for ſhip- building and 
maſts. I have been informed by an engineer, 
who had been in the Engliſn ſervice during the 
laſt war in Florida, and who was deſirous of de- 
moliſhing a fort that had been built by the French 
at Penſacola in 1680, that he found the wood of 
it as free from injury, and as ſound as if it had 
been felled the preceding day; and that he could 
make uſe of it all in conſtructing a ſtronger fort. 
Louiſiana could ſupply the French colonies with 
entire houſes in frame, which will be much 
wanted there on the return of peace; and which 
might be had at an eaſier and cheaper rate from 
that country than from the province of Maine, 
or the Neg river. They could have ſhingles of 


N 
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cypreſs and cedar longer, thicker, and fix times 
more durable than thoſe of fir, that are brought 
from the north-eaſt part of America, which are 
not able to reſiſt the frequent hurricanes that 
happen i in our iſlands, and often, in one night, 


carry away the roofs of many houſes. From 
Louiſiana might alſo be brought hemp, flax, and, 


= conſequently, ropes and fail-cloth 1 in abundance; 
and likewiſe tiles, which are already manufac= 
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| tured in the neighbourhood of New Orleans. 
They might get abundance of tar from the firs 
that grow here in great numbers. Saltpetre, it 
is aſſerted, may be found in many places; and 
there are many lead and iron mines, the working 
of which would not be attended with much dif- 
ficulty. The rice in Louifiana is very good; it 

is cultivated to a conſiderable extent near the 
Miſſiſippi; ; it 3s even ſaid that they plant it there 
on dry ground. Wheat, Indian corn, and grain 

of every ſort, grows alſo here in great quantities. 
The depdt to be formed at New Orleans of all 
_ theſe products of the weſtern ſtates of America 

would neceffarily ſecure the ſapply to the iſlands; | 
and the barter carried on with theſe ſtates, which 
ſhould furniſh themſelves with European goods ö 
at New Orleans, would form a political con- 
nexion, which no nation, to which Louiſiana be- 


f _— ought to Wege. This large colony 
would 
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Would ſupply the mother country with finer to- 


bacco than that of Virginia, and with all the 


ſkins which are now collected by the Engliſh 


companies. In ſhort, the productions of Louiſi- 
ana, and its trade to Europe lying conſtantly 


open, would give riſe to a barter with the Spaniſh 


colonies, from which it would be eaſy to receive 


cochincal, log-wood, chocolate, vanilla, tanned 


leather, Havannah tobacco, Guatimala indigo, &c. 


Io this liſt of productions many more might be 


added. But the above articles will ſerve to give 
an idea of the great reſources of Louiſiana. Oil 
and wine might certainly be cultivated to great 
advantage. F inally, the poſſeſſion of Louiſiana 
by the French would ſet bounds to the childiſh 
avarice of the Americans, "who with to graſp at 
every thing: an avarice ariſing more from a reſt- 


leſs character, than from political views, which 
prevents them from fixing themſelves in any new 


{tate, which injures their real ſtrength, and diſ- 
turbs their neighbours. Beſides, it muſt be con- 
ſidered, that the United States, on account of 

their weakneſs, will always continue more friendly 
to a nation, that has the power of injuring them, 


than one that has not, and that can only offer 


them advantages. A generous nation will never 
abuſe ſuch a power, which it would ſeel itſelf 
H. 1i intereſted 
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intereſted in a turning to the real advantage of the 


| United States. 


One word more concerning the Indians. All 
of theſe, who have had any dealings with the 
French, prefer them to any other people. The 


French behaved to them with ſuch magnanimity, 


benevolence, and honour, that the Indians uſe 
ſtill to ſay to the Engliſh—< You are our bro- 


thers; the French were our fathers.” This ſen- 


timent is not yet extinguiſhed, although it is fo 


long ſince they had any tranſactions with each 


other. At preſent they almoſt all depend on 
England; but upon the ſlighteſt favourable oc- 


currence, they might eaſily be gained over to 
France. This is the prevailing ſentiment among 
the Creeks and -- po who call Florida the 


French country. 
The Spaniſh government in Louiſiana and Flo- 


de is not ſo intolerant as uſual, but is deficient 


in ſtrength, as the military force conſiſts of no 


more than three or four thouſand men, who o- 
cupy ſome forts from St. Louis to New Orleans. 


Indians and Americans are on good terms with 
the Spaniards; but none of theſe parties eſteem 
the other as important friends or dangerous ene- 
mies. The prevailing opinion of the weakneſs 
of the Spaniards, and the want of ſupport which | 
the 


Tur UNITED STATES, CANADA, &c. 483 


the inhabitants experience, beget a predilection 
for England, under the government of which 
country they would not be lett without ſupport : 
but in reality they with for the protection of 
France: they are Frenchmen, and as attached to 
their country as if they formed a part of it. 
France, therefore, is in the moſt. favourable 
| ſituation of any country in the world, to obtain 
Louiſiana from Spain. Spain gets nothing thence 
but timber, and in fact only gives a wider range 
to Engliſh activity. Nay, the Engliſh would 
Jiſpoſſek her of Louiſiana, if ſhe ſhould wiſh to 
retain it, and they ſhould not change their politi- 
cal ſyſtem, which is highly improbable. France 
is, on the contrary, rich, active, abounding in 
manufactures, and would ſpeedily organize all 
theſe eſtabliſhments. Many families who are in 
Vant of every thing in France, and whom the 
revolution has rendered reſtleſs and uneaſy, might 
be ſent hither. By lands granted them, their ſitu- 
ation would be rendered comfortable, and their 
mind eaſy and virtuous; which is the caſe with 
many foreigners, who come every year to ſettle 
jo the United States; who, when they become 
poſſeſſed of property, forget the vices, which 
cauſed many of them to emigrate. 
For all theſe accounts: concerning Florida and 
Louiſiana I am indebted: to general officers, mer- | 
| > 11 © chants, 
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chants, and engineers, who have become Amert- 


cans; but who, untit the ceſſion of Louiſiana 
to Spain, were in the Engliſh ſervice. One of 


them was ſurveyor-general, and poſſeſſes the moſt 


perfect map of Weſt Florida that can be wiſhed. 


for. He! has pogefted it himiet, ON: @ large ſcate. 


EETURN TO CHARLESTON. 


On the 2d of May, I embarked on board the 
Savannah Packet, one of the brigs that are con- 


ſtantly paſſing between Savannah and Charleſton. 


Theſe veſſels generally belong to the Captains. 
They make about thirty-five voyages: in a year; 


are always laden; and yield very conſiderable pro- 
fits. The freight for a bale of cotton, or a hogf- 
head of tobacco, is three dollars. The captains 


man theſe veſſels with negro ſlaves, that belong 


to them; and conſequently their crew is flow, 


unmanageable, and bad, according to the known 
qualities of negrocs. Their food, throughout the 

whole year, conſiſts in bad peaſe, which are mea- 
ſured out to them with the utmoſt parſimony. 


On conſidering their ſhaggiſh manner of working 
- the ſhip in fair weather, the idea of being at ſca 
with ſuch perfons cannot but be frightful, when 


the ſafety of the veſſel depends upon the quick- 
neſs of a tack. We were two days upon our voy- 
_ which was long for this ſeaſon: part of the 
time, 
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time, we were becalmed; and when we reached 


the bar -of Charleſton on Monday at ſunſet, we 


were obliged to wait till the following day, be- 


fore we could paſs over. The bar at Savannah, 
Where there are alway s ſour fathoms of water, can 
be paſſed by ſmall veſſels at any time. 

On my return from Savannah, 1 ſpent three 
weeks more at Charleſton, and added conſidera- 
bly to the information, which I had collected on 


my firſt 3 journey. The inhabitants, who were in 
a condition to give me any intelligence, did it 


faithfully. I al ſo made ſome excurſions into the 
Surrounding country : which enabled me to aſcer- 
tain the truth of my former information. 


South Carolina is by nature divided into the 


Upper and the Lower, by means.of the Appala- 


chian, or Alleghany mountains, The ſame di- 


viſion takes place in Virginia, North Carolina, 
and Georgia ; a diviſion, which 1s ſoon diſtin- 
guiſhed by the quality of the ſoil, and the cli- 
; mate. 
1 believe that the whole of Lower Carolina has 
5 been covered with water. My reaſon for this 
Opinion is, that there are no ſtones to be found 
any where 1 in the ground; and upon digging it 
up, there are layers of ſea-ſhells, and often petri- 
fied fiſh, in the middle of the ſand. Entire oyſter- 
banks lie at ſuch a diſtance (lixty or eighty miles) 
113 1 from 
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from the ſea, he it cannot ; poſſibly be upper 


| they were placed there by men. One of theſe 


banks is more than fifty miles in extent, and con- 


tains a kind of oyſter, which is much larger than 


any that are found on the coaſt, and entirely dif- 
ferent. It lies in a ſouth-weſtern direction ſrom 
the river Santee in South Carolina to the river 


Oconee 1 in Georgia acrols the Savannah. 


There is freſh water ten or twelve feet below. 


the ſurface of the earth: and ſuch wells only as 


are ſunk very near the ſea, contain ſome ſalt- 


water, which may have found its way into them 


from the ſea. 2 

The land in Lower Carolina is ul divided 
into ſwamps, marſhes, and high land. The 
ſwamps, as has already been obſerved, are of two 
kinds, namely, either ſuch as are watered by treſh 


Water, and by the flood-tide ; they both ſerve for 


the cultivation -of rice and hemp. The ſoil of 
theſe is a rich blue clay, or a fine black ieh: 
on digging ever ſo deep you find conſtantly the 
ſame carth. Immenſe trunks of trees are often 
found in the ground, which appear to haye lain 


there for ages: you cannot however dig very deep, 
on account of the water oozing throug ch it every N 


Where. The ſwamps, before they were cleared, : 

ma cd cypreſs, fir, and reed. 
The rice, Which! 18 principally cultivated here, 

18 
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18 ſown in April and May. The ground is turned 


up eight or nine inches deep in furrows; into 
which the rice is thrown by a woman, in the 
ſame manner as corn 1s ſown, and the negroes 
fill them up. Theſe three operations take place 
at the ſame time. The ſeedſwoman affords em- 
ployment to twenty-five e many of whom | 


at C WOINCN.. 


The ſeed ſhoots up in ten or twelve dag 


according as the ground is more or leſs wet. 
When the blade is from ſix to ſeven inches high, 
and after the negroes have cleared away the weeds, 
the water is made to flow over the field, ſo that 
no more than the tops of the blade can be ſeen. 
The rice then grows, but the weeds. ſtill ſprout 
up. In three or tour weeks more the water is 
let off, and the negroes take away the remaining 


weeds. They cover the field again with water, 
which is drawn off before the crop is cut. The 
yellow colour of the ear and the hardneſs of the 


ſtalk, denote the ripeneſs of the rice. It is then 
cut, and kept in ſtacks till winter. | 
It is afterwards threſhed, and put into a ſmall 
wooden houſe, which is ſome feet high, and reſts 
upon four pillars; and in the ceiling of which is 
faſtened a large ſieve, The rice is thrown into 


the ſieve, which ſeparates 1 it from the other parts, | 


and the wind cleans it perfectly before it falls to 
| | 114 the 
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the Lang, The rice, after being ths cl cared 
muſt be freed from the firſt ſhell that ſurrounds 
it. For this purpoſe it is carried to a mill; the 
grinders of which are made of fir, and are about 
four inches thick and two and a half in diameter: 
one is moveable, the other fixed. They are both 


ſcooped out in an oblique, yet concentric form : 


againſt the edges thus formed the rice 1s preſſed, 
and' by that means ſeparated from the huſks. | 


Theſe mills are turned by a negro. On account 


of the rapid motion, and the ſoft wood of which 
they are made, they do not laſt longer than one 
year ; during which time they require frequent 
repairs. The rice is winnowed as ſoon as it 
comes from the mill. But ſtill it has a ſecond 
ſhell which muſt be taken off; and this is done 

by the negroes pounding it with clubs; a Work 


as laborious as that of turning the mill. Several 
of theſe clubs are put in motion by a kind of mill 


which is turned by oxen. After the rice is more 


or leſs pounded, it is winnowed again, in order 
to cleanſe it from the ſecond ſhell; and it is 


put into another ſieve, for the purpoſe of ſepa- 
rating the ſmall from the larger grains. The 


laſt only are faleable. Whether theſe are well 


ſeparated or not, muſt depend on the honeſty of. 
the planters : who themſelves acknowledge, that 
ſince the price of rice has been ſo high, and the 


demand 
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demand ſo great, they have not been very 1cru- 
pulous in this reſpect. In South Carolina, as 


little attention 1s paid to the good quality of rice 
as of tobacco. The rice deſtined for ſale is packed 


up in barrels, offered to the inſpeRion of the 
officer appointed for that purpoſe, and then ex- 
ported. 


1 have mentioned General Wathington's ma= 


- chinery : this is but little known 1 in Carolina, and 


too dear for the planters; who for a long time to 


come will only be able to proceed 1 in the manner 


juſt deſcribed. 


: Betore the blade grows up, it 18 9 by 
all worms, which gnaw the root. It is alſo 


frequently injured by little fiſnes, that live in the 
water which covers the ſwamps. The rice is 


then only defended by the heron (ardea alba mi- 


nor), which feeds on theſe little worms and fiſhes; 
and on this account is ſpared by the planters as 
much as the turkey buzzard 18 wy the town 8— 
people. 

When the rice is ripe, it is ale by innu- 
merable quantities of ſmall birds, which are 
known in Carolina by the name of rice-birds. 


The young negroes, who are conſtantly kept 


there, frighten them away: this is a better me- 
thod than ſhooting them ; yet theſe voracious 


birds cannot be entirely kept off, The rice may 
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be preſerved a long time in the ſhells; and with- 
out them it is liable to be attacked by the corn - 
worm. 


The ſwamps yield IMO fifty and 60 


buſhels of rice an acre, according to the quality 


of the ſoil. Sometimes one hundred and twenty 
buſhels have been produced from an acre; but in- 


{ſtances of this kind happen ſeldom. Twenty 


buſhels of rice, with the thells, weigh about five 

hundred pounds. Without the ſnells, theſe twenty 
make but eight buſhels, without however loſing 
much in weight. The iftraw is given to oxen 
and horſes, 5 


The marſhes, which are the ſecond 3 of 


land in South Carolina, produce nothing but very 


coarſe graſs, but in great abundance. They he 


frequently under water ; but they could be well 


drained, and then they would yield a better grals, 


Some of them lying in a high ſicuation produce 
hemp, Indian- corn, and barley. 


The high land is of various kinds; and, accord- 
ing to the quality of its ſoil, produces hickory 


and oak, or only fir; and this laſt ſort of land is 


commonly called pine-barrens. Hitherto this land 


has been neglected, but unjuſtly ; for it might be 
turned into corn and meadow ground. The tall 


firs and thick graſs, which grow there, leave no 


doubt of the goodneſs of the ſoil; which is un- 
= 5 x queſtionably 
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8 Je prov cd by ſome places that have 
been cultivated. The richneſs of the ſwamps, 
which can be applied {o advantageouſly to the 


cultivation of rice, and the want of hands to 
clear new lands, cauſe the moſt unfavourable pre- 
judices in favour of the pine-barrens ; which in 
other reſpects are of various kinds, and few of _ 
which would haye remained in Europe unculti- 
vated. | | 8 
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The rice can only be cultivated by negroes; 
and the population of White people muſt de- 


creaſe in a land of flay cry, Where it is a degrada- | bs | 
tion for a white man to work. Slavery, there- lot | 
fore, confirms the planter in his. prejudice for Wl 
rice; and the cultivation of rice, on the other | 
hand, attaches him to ſlavery. 0 
It will appear ſomewhat paradoxical, when I 14 


| alert that the cultivation of rice is the wo:rlt, and 


the leaſt productive ſpecies of agriculture in Ca- - 
rolina. The conſtant wetneſs of the land is the 7H] 
cauſe of the great mortality which prevails there; - 14 
and the treaſures of Peru would be purchaſed at j | 
too dear'a rate, for one-tenth of the diſeaſes _ 76 | 


cauſed by the ſwamps. But laying this aſide, 
the culture of rice is not very productive. Not 
the preſent, but the uſual price of rice muſt be 
taken into calculation. Three years ago a hun- 
dred-weight was worth between ſeven and cight 


Bd ſhillings, 


4 2 — —— ——— - — 
1 4 rr ** EI : 2 coals <<," hs ZLE<Y 2 2 2 Wes. ny. — 3 4 wat 4 0 as ” (Wy He P - a 
. WET „„. le eee OE o 5 N —.— . 6 5 K * pf 6 8: p — — Js = — — = * — 
* 5 . . N tine — — . > — — ud 4s» TT —— aha — b — WY" 2 R * e 2 n 22 . I . — N = SM = | 
4 gs... * * R ak N — - —— _- 4 J 1 - * 1 — - J * & 4 . „ 4. COA - Om <' = — 8 * 8 * f * 32 > yy n 4 TY £ 
8 4 wr = HE ry % 13 = * by — '\ k 3 we q D — 5 — el 4 * 3 #-—— Ga. * * . "Tea x r — — my 
L * N 2 _ - 8 L — — nan 4 TY" - = „ TIX. — 1 w — a p * l 2 * 92 > SLIT 8 . 
— — 1 _ - r : 5 —— — — 75 e ns — — * 5 = _ E — rye I 4 2 = . e e Ln eee eee 50 8 
* x "bo EIS we. wap, 2 a WF 8 — * * 3 FE CID > — * g > [- — ee » — — — 5 - 8 2 D 2 
— —— TY 2 r r nne a on n * - = CS 8 5 * * * * a 
* 2 - 2 4 - ws 2 5 CH CF a a — 3 „ Sy ” _ — 2 — %, wo if — DN = —— Ta Ws >», * r — 
. - » 27 Wr wo Dn ca —_ - $4 WW 5a NOOY 4 — 2 81 — A — - 3 — 2 — — 
* * " * * , ” 1 * . — a — — £ 
N : err - R — N 1 0 . 4 WN — * _— 4 ” "© 2241, 3 r 
a = 6 N FT DE 2 as — — . * 1 - Io -+ YR "RY 


— . * u* pa we * 
—— - - 7 - 
. bs . 
a R a K 2 n _— * 
St ng 3 — 888 2 n 


"A = — * 
* R > 


— — — 
Nen 
be I — 


— — 
er nw - 
— * 
— * 2 


0 - TRAVELS THROUGH 


ſhillings. I take it at ten ſhillings, and 43 —— 


the price by a fifth. In a plantation of ſeventy 


Negroes, no more than forty of them work; the 
reſt are old, fick, children, ſervants, &c. Every 
black labourer, "ON an average, produces ſcarcely 


' ſeven barrels of rice. A barrel is worth four 
pound ten ſhillings, or nineteen dollars twenty- 
eight cents. The value of ſeven barrels, there- 
fore, is thirty-one pounds ten ſhillings, or one 


hundred and thirty-three dollars nincty- ſix cents, 
From this muſt be deducted the wages of the 
oyerſeers. At the loweſt calculation this amounts 
to ſixtcen pounds, or eighty dollars: : add to this, 


as the expence attending the diſcaſes of negroes, 


thirty pounds, or one hundred and twenty-eight 


dollars; the tax of one dollar for ev ery negro, ſe- 


venty dollars; laſtly the cloathing, which, at one 
pound ior cach negro, amounts to ſeventy pounds, 


or three hundred dollars, which muſt be deduced 


from five thouſand three hundred and fifty. 
There remains a neat overplus of four thouſand 


| ſeven hundred and ſeventy-two dollars; which, 


divided by ſeventy, the number of negrocs, yields | 
a clear profit of ſixty- eight dollars per head; for 
the fields with Indian-corn, which arc cultivated 
beſides the rice ſwamps, ſerve merely for the ſub- 
ſiſtence of the ſlaves. The forty working negroes, 


or ſeyenty {laves, cannot cultivate at moſt above 


e 


three hundred acres of ſwamps; and, of conſe- 

quence, land of the very beſt quality is ſold for 
not quite ſixteen dollars the acre... It will not 
be denied, that well cultivated land generally 
yields more; that for every fort of crop, indigo 
and cotton excepted, a ſingle labourer can culti- 
vate more than ſeven acres ; and that, if labourers 
were hired, their wages would. not excecd the 
aggregate amount of the intereſt on the purchaſc- 
money, with the ſubſiſtence and taxcs for ne- 
zroes. The juſtneſs of this calculation becomes 
more evident, when the labour of ſlaves is com- 
pared with that of freemen, and eſpecially when 


a parallel is drawn between the culture of rice and 
that of any other ſpecies of produce. The tormer 


exhauſts the ſoil, and demands more hands; con- 


ſequently, While it is cultivated, a ſmaller quan- 
tity of land, even of ſwamp, can be cleared, — 


of land which, if dramed and cultivated in a dif- 


ferent manner, would produce more, and yield. 5 
higher profits. Moreover, this draining of the 


ſwampy ſoil would render the climate of Caro- 
tina perfectly healthful. White people might per- 
form the labour in the fields, and every ground 
for the continuance of ſlavery would be removed. 


Again, all the high lands might thus be cleared, 


which at preſent, merely for want of hands, re- 


main uncultivated. Add to this, that the old 
5 ſwamps, 
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ſwamps, being dried up by the ſun and the wind, 
_ decreaſe every year, without | growing leſs * 
ferous by their effluvia. 

This reaſoning, however itrefragable it appears 
to me, will hardly conquer the irreſiſtible force of 
habit, eſpecially at the preſent period, when rice 
fetches three times its uſual price, and the planters 
indulge in a hope, that it will not fall again, al- 
though this appears highly mo to all ; im- 
partial men. 3 

The rivers in South Cardlitia; wi have their 
ſources : among the mountains, frequently over- 
flow their banks. Theſe inundations, which the 
Americans call freſhes, often ſweep along the har- 
veſt, together with the woods, which ſurround 
the rice fields; they arc attributed to the great 
quantity of rain in Carolina, to the numerous 
riwalets and brooks which fall into the rivers; 
and laſtly to the great declivity of the ground, 
through which theſe rivers low. They have be- 
come extremely frequent of late years, Which 1s 
imputed to the great quantity of cleared land, 
where that water uſed to ſtagnate, which is now 
falling into the rivers. The quantity of mud is at 
the ſame time augmented by the earth, mixed 
with the water; and while the ſtreum is en- 
creaſed, the bed of the river is narrowed. No 
certain mode of remedying this evil has, hitherto, | 

— been 


, 
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been diſcovered ; but a hope is entertained, that, 


by conducting theſe brooks and rivulets in a 
ſtraight direction, by enlarging the mouths of 


the rivers, and cutting off their numerous wind- 
ings by ſmall canals, it may be poilible to ſecure 
the upper country againſt inundations, and to 


leſſen the danger of the low lands, ſituated nearer | 


to the mouths of the ſtreams. There is, how- 


ever, reaſon to fear, that this remedy, which has 
not yet been applied, will fall 5 of a complete | 


cure. 


Although Upper Carolina differs widely Go 5 


Lower Carolina, both in point of culture and 
climate, yet the ſame prejudices and manners 
prevail in both countries. | 

The original ſettlers of Lower Carolina were 
Eure, who eſtabliſhed themſelves in the 
vicinity of the fea ; . the culture of rice Was ſoon 
introduced. This is a product which ſuits not 
ecvery ſoil, and which can be cultivated only by 
ſlaves. The new ſettlers availed themſelves of 
this aſſiſtance, but were ignorant of the climate 
being rendered inſalubrious by this ſort of cul- 
ture. It was accordingly commenced, and has 


fince been continued, but will probably be — 


prefſed 1 in the proceſs of time. 
Upper Carolina was ſettled much later by emi- 


grants from Pennſylyama, but eſpecially from 
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Virginia and Maryland. The latter introduced 
into this country the culture of tobacco, to which 


they were accuſtomed, and ſettled near the rivers, 


on ſuch ſoil as appeared to them moſt proper for 


this branch of agriculture. The Pennſylvanians 


cultivated wheat, the chief produce of Pennſyl- 
vania, but the quantity raiſed was inconſiderable, 


| becauſe the emigrants from Pennſylvania were 
the leaſt numerous; and tobacco was for a long 


time almoſt the only commodity cultivated in the 
country, until the low price of tobacco, and eſpe- 
cially the circumſtance, that it exhauſts the ſoil, 
opened the eyes of the cultivators, and induced 


them to encreaſe the cultivation of grain and 
cotton, and to improve the graſs-lands. 


This change has taken place but very lately, 


nor has the ancient practice completely ceaſed. 
The population of Upper Carolina is not nume- 
rous, and the emigration from that country is 


not inconſiderable. It is for this reaſon that the 
beſt land only, which conſiſts of a rich clay, is 


cultivated, while the reſt remains covered with 
firs, which are of a much larger ſize, than in 


Lower Carolina. This order of things will con- 
tinue, as long as the population ſhall not obtain 


more conſiderable additions, and a period be put 
to the emigration of the inhabitants. This reſt- 
| leſlneſs of diſpoſition prevails here as much among 


the 
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5 planters, as it does i in Georgia. A family cuts 
down the trees on ſome acres, of land, looſens 
the ſurface of the ſoil, ſows, as much Indian- corn 
and potatoes as is neceſſary for their ſubſiſtence, 
and makes up the deficiency with game or pork. 
They frequently quit their ſmall tract before it 18 


completely cleared, and remove farther into the 1 


foreſt, where, leis ſurrounded by planters, they 
can live more to their taſte, Theſe people are 3 
ſort of ſavages, more greedy and vicious than the 
Indians, and merely diſtinguiſhed from the latter : 
by the colour. Such of them as dwell on the cons 
fines live, however, on better terms with the na» 
tives, than thoſe who. reſide on che  bordarh: of 
Georgia. 


| Inſtances of planters continuing long in the 
fame place where they firſt ſettled are more rare 
here, than in Pennſylvania, They generally emi- 
grate from South Carolina to Teneſſce, Ken- 
tucky, and the weſtern countries, but ſome re- 
move alſo to the back part of Georgia. 
By the computation of the inhabitants of South 
Carolina in 1791, the population amounted to 
one hundred and forty-nine thouſand nine hun- 
dred and ſeventy-three ſouls, one hundred and 

| ſeven thouſand nine hundred and ninety-four of 
| whom were ſlaves. More than two-thirds of this 
population belong to Upper Carolina, the inhabi- 
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tants of HAY, eſpecially the white people, have, 
firice that time, conſiderably encreaſed iu num- 


ber. Lower Carolina, it s 5 aſſerted, 1s not in this 


condition. 
The trade of North Catolins has beet more 


enlarged than that of any other ſtate. Charle? 
is in fact the only trading port of South Oatalis. 


as Beaufort carries on no maritime trade, and 111. 


of Georgetown is very trifling, In futtire all the 


produce of the country is to be conveyed: to 
Charleſton on the Santee-canal ; it'is at preſent 
tranſported down the river by Georgetown, and 
ſometimes unſhipped there ; which change of 


Conveyance cannot but greatly injure the trade 


of this town 
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2 D Amonnt of the Exports 2 W Je Yon, and Tonnage of the 9 — in this 7. 2 dun ing the Years 1792, 1793, 1 794) 179 5. 1796. 


* IE | T | 6 
3 f ther Total 
18. 2 N 5 1 = G bf | 
5 Years 8 Tobacco. . Cotton = 2 Indigo, 1 Rice. HKArticles Amount. 
5 Quantity. | Value. Quantity. Value. Quantity. v alue. Ry "Vane Value. 
83 „ —- —— — — 
PE Hogſheads.] Dollars. | Bales. | Dollars. Barrels. | Dollars. Barrels Dollars. Dollars. Dollars. ET oinage of ſkipping for thej + 
< tn pet EE ao EY BEE ( 65:967] 
A 1792 | 5,285 [157,256 304 | 19,726 2,458 |1,019,7 54 102,335 1397-344] 440, 627 3,834,717 % tons, 35,195 of which wire} 
| 25 777) E Eb & fe be III foreign ſhips, and 26,772 
2 — 7 5 To „ 5 . 3 American veſſels. 
3 e = E F „„ Wh | Tonnage for 1793; $56,560 
; . 1 5 = —2— | | 3 5 "x tons, 27,465 of which were 
* 1793 | 31324 [112,421 336 | 26,190 2,271 | 645,384| 89,825 15474490] 781,040 3,112, 526 foreign vell:ls, 1 5 A 
q: 1 5 | "oe | „ 1 a American PET | ' [of 
0 TE n= | a; 3535 2 % 2 oo 6-Tonnigs of 17943; £4,321 < 
3 - ö ᷣ ᷣ ⁵ VV TS a . „ . tons, 11,770 of which were 
| 5. 1794 : 518 175,921 £ 568 44,530 27157 5795918 69,717 ELTON YE 40S 3,869,015 | foreign — 
= 0 20. oe OO 0 OE 2 5 . American ſhips. | 
ca 5 . 2 B : | Tonnage for 2795 3 10 bo, ,202 
* | 1 8 | tons, 15,106 of which were 
> 1295 |= 4-294 3777 971 | 57,798 1,217 | 2799339 84,908 t, 805,3263,371,891,984, 19804 firezgn veſſels, and 45,096 
Eg „ | 5 5 _ 3 „5 od 3 : American bottoms. | 
Firſt fix |- : | | * - - 2 8 3 a 5 | , | 
months of| © 4 + N "5 A | 
| i 1796 | I,991 [107. 957 1,501 119,778 — 118335 644411 |2 1 — 366. 619] | | 


It has not been poſſible to learn the value of ochyr articles exported in the firſt ſix months of 1796, nor the tonnage of ſhipping play ed within that eds, 
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The compricitties, pri under the "ION 
mination of other articles, are timber, hemp, tar, 
ſome deer-ſkins, &c. and alfo provifion for the 
Antilles, which is re-exported from Charleſton. 
On examining this table, you find, that the 
| extraordinary increaſe of the export trade of 
Charleſton, in the four years and a half in quef- 
tion, originates entirely from the value of the ex- 
ports, while in point of quantity the exportation 
has rather decreaſed than inercaſed; for although 
more of cotton and rice has been exported, yet 
the quantity of exported tobacco and indigo is 
leſs. This is ftill more evident from the quan- 
tity of tonnage ; for m 1795 there were em- 
ployed one thoufand feven hundred and cighty- 
five tons of ſhipping leſs than in 1792, although 
the value of the exports in 1795 exceeds that of 
1792 by two millions nine hundred and forty- 
nine thouſand four hundred and ninety-one dol- 
lars, and is nearly double the amount of the latter 
5 year. It will be eaſily conceived, that the war, 
m which Europe is engaged, and which has 
raiſed the price of the commodities of Carolina, 
as well as other ſtates, has alfo conſiderably i in 
creaſed the re- exportation of proviſion for the 
Antilles; fer the value of tlie latter amounted in 
1795 to two millions nine hundred and thirty- 


: one thouſand two hundred and ſixty-four dollars 
more 
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ore than-in 1793, that is, to four times as 
much. >. 


The following ſtatement W to che expor- 


tation of the three principal commodities of South 


Carolina from the port of Charleſton for the years 

1783, 1784, and 1785, affords a comparative 
view of the n of Jhels PUSH or 
riods,* 


Rice. ebase Indigo. 


1783, 61,974 bar. 2,080 hogſh. 2,051 cheſts. 
1784, 63,713 2,303 eee 
1785, 65 857 | 3,929 2, 163 


The trade of Crude OE 18 HG | 


active, has proved highly beneficial to America, 


as hecomes evident from the circumſtance, that 


inſtead of ſeven thouſand fix hundred and ſixty⸗ 
five tons of American ſhipping, employed in this 

trade in 1792, fifteen thouſand fx hundred and 
ſixty-five, or three times as many, Were employed 
in 1793. The decreaſe of foreign ſhipping du- 
ring the ſame period by twenty thouſand and 
eighty-one tons is an additional proof, that the 


| increaſe of the trade of Charleſton is chiefly ow- 


ing to the war in Europe, which greatly obſtructs 


the trade of the powenn at war, ſo that this in 


At this period cotton was not cultivated in South ca- 
bolins 
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creaſe is but temporary. At the ' concluſion of 


peace theſe nations will reſume their ſhare of the 


American trade, and probably greatly reduce the 


participation of American bottoms 1 in their colo- 
mal traffic. 


I was not able to procure from: all trading ports 


as ads and correct information as I obtained in 


Charleſton ; but I am certain, that the reſults 


muſt be every where the ſame, and en lead to 


the ſame conſequences. 
In addition to the ſixty thoulrnd1 two es 


and two tons of ſhipping employed in the foreign = 
commerce of Charleſton, the coaſting trade and 


fiſhery occupies -many ſmall veſſels from twelve 
to ſeventy tons burthen. : 
The increaſe of tonnage has not Wh attended 


with any augmentation of the ſhip-building in 
Charleſton. From 1791 until April 1796, no 
more than tw enty-ſix ſhips were built, carrying 
in the whole two thouſand ſeven hundred and 


eighty- five tons. They are moſt of them either 


| loops or ſchooners; ſome are brigs; and two are 
three - maſted veſſels. The reaſon Why the ſhip- 
: building has not kept pace with the export-trade 


is the ſcarcity, or rather the great want of work- 


mien, a conſequence of which is the high price of 
ſhips, which are here dearer by fifteen, dollars per 
ton, than in the eaſtern ſtates, which have not 


 falhczent 
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ſufficient commodities to load their veſſels, and 
| ſend them accordingly: to the ſouthern ſtates: for 
fale. Thus the merchants of Charleſton aug- 
ment the tonnage of their ſhipping by purchaſing 


mips in the eaſtern ſtates; and this ſtate of things 
will continue as long as the population of Caro- 
lina ſhall continue as ſmall, as it is at preſent, 


and llabauring people can earn more by working 


in the fields, than by any other employment. 


Ships built in Carolina with the timber of the 
Country laſt three times longer, than thoſe con- 
ſtructed in the eaſtern ſtates; for although theſe 


employ timber of the ſouth in the building of 


ſhips, yet they are not entirely conſtructed. of it, 
and conſequently they cannot be as durable, as 
_ veſſels: built in the ſouthern ſtatess. 

For the ſame reaſons, which obſtruct the build- 


3 ing of ſhips in Georgia and Virginia, no ſeamen 


can be found there for manning the ſhips, which 
belong to Charleſton. Theſe are likewiſe fur- 


niſhed by the caſtern ſtates, and many of them 


arrive in that port, either on board of ſhips en- 


gaged in the foreign trade, or in coaſting veſſels, 


which in winter carry to Charleſton the produce 
of ſeveral parts of Carolina and Georgia, and on 
account of the higher wages engage on hoard of 
ſhips in foreign trade. Few of theſe ſeamen con- 
tinue in Charleſton aſter the time, for which 
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they have hired themiſehs es, is clapſed; icin 
every thing is there twice as dear as in their own 


country. Some negrocs ſerve alſo, on board of 
trading veſſels; they generally form a third of the 
crew, and are free negroes. But on board of 


coaſters, and ſuch ſhips as trade within the diſ- 


trict of Charleſton, they conſtitute three fifths of 

the ſhip's company, becauſe the maſters are in 5 
general alſo the owners of the ſhips, and thus 
can man them with their own ſlaves. 


The articles, which form the exports of Charteſ: 
Fam ne to this port cither on the differ- 


ent rivers and the Santee- canal, or by land-con- 


veyance, of which more uſe is made than of that 
by water, on account of the difficult navigation 
of that part of the river Santee which 1s next 


: to the ſea, of the paſſage from Georgetown to 


Charleſton, and of the rapid ſtream, on working 
up the river. There are alſo parts in Upper Ca- 


rolina, which are ſo remote from any navigable 


Waters, that a land-conveyance becomes abſo- 


lutely neceſſary, Cotton, indigo, and hemp, are 1 
tranſported in large waggons with four or ſix 


horſes. The hogſheads of tobacco are not re- 
moved in waggons, but in a ſort of ſledges. 


The carriage is not expenſive, as the horſes never 


enter a ſtable. They continually remain in the 
ie Which at all times ee in graſs of the 
beſt 
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beſt Kind; The waggoners carry their tas 


corn, their ſalt-meat, and their cheeſe, with 


them, and enter the inns, to drink a few glaſſes 


of whiſky. The buſinefs of waggoners is, | un- 
derſtand, very profitable in Carolina. The car- 


rage for proviſion from the back country amounts 


to one dollar and one-third the hundred- weight ; 
in ſpring it is ſomewhat dearer than in autumn. 


The carriage to Columbia on the river Combahoe, | 


amounts to two ſhillings and ſixpence. 


The Santee canal, which is to connect the 


river Santee with the river Cooper, and which 
js twenty miles in length, will greatly facilitate 
the communication by water, and of conſequence 
conſiderably leflen the conveyance by land. This 
canal will ſoon be finiſhed ; ſome locks have al- 


ready been built, and, it is confidently ſaid, that 
it will be completed about the year 1797, or at 


lateſt the year following. It meets the river a 


little below the point where the tide turns. 


The return- paſſage 1 is, therefore, much facilitated 
by the flood-tide. Veſſels of any burthen will 
arrive here ſafe, by means of this inland naviga- 


tion, from all navigable creeks, which empty into 
the river Santee ; and moreoyer, the paſſage 18 


| were about twenty miles. 3 
The canal is conſtructed by a company, in- 


corporated in 1 786, by an act of the legiſlature, 


by 


3e ee —— r 
. 8 A - 0 aa 2 = 


2 * 5 
© nt oC hi ag > 
- whe 
„ 


6 excelent man, poſſeſſed of extenſive knowledge, 
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by hich all the lands; not yet diſpoſed of at that 


period, were granted to this company, together 


with the privilege of levying à toll for an un- 


limited length of time. The Santee- canal is not 
the only one, the completion of which is pro- 


bd moted by the legiſlature of Carolina; it alſo en- 
courages the conſtruction of others, where the 


face of the country and the courſe: of the rivers 
will permit. „ Bern... 8 
1 cannot cloſe this "Mo article on Canine, 
without mentioning with | deſerved praiſe the 
kind reception I experienced in Charleſton. This 
15 a duty, which I owe to the inhabitants of all 
the parts of America which 1 have traverſed, but 


eſpecially to this place. In no town of the 


United States does a foreigner experience more 


benevolence and hoſpitality, or find more agree- 


able manners and a more entertaining ſociety, 


than in Charleſton; no where will he pleaſe him- 


ſelf better, and no place will he leave with more 


| regret, I ſhould be obliged to name almoſt every 


perſon I have ſeen in Charleſton, were I to do 


Juſtice to my feelings; this, however, would ren- 
der me too diffuſe, I ſhall therefore only name 


Mr. JohN PrixNGLE, whoſe houſe, during my 


_ reſidence in Charleſton, I conſidered as my own; 


Mr. Isaxc HoLME, receiver of the cuſtoms, an 


ta 
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to whom In am indebted for the mayor part of the 


information I have been able to collect; Mr. Ep. 


RUTLEDGE, a man of uncommon parts, of a 


cheerful and amiable temper, of profound 1 


ing and the moſt liberal ſentiments, who has 
aſſiſted the unfortunate emigrants of St. Do- 


mingo in the moſt generous and diſintereſted 


manner; General PIN KN ET, who by his talents, 

prudence, and honourable conduct, has deſervedly 
obtained the confidence and reſpect of his fellow- 

citizens; laſtly, the worthy Mr. Man, and his 

partner Mr. FoLTz, to whom I had a letter of 

introduction, and Who enjoy a diſtinguiſhed re- 

_ pufation for eee e and recti- 
tude, ; 25 0 - NR Ir 02903 3 


I é could love wiſhed to choke a tour through 


North Carolina, before I returned to Philadel- 


phia. But the time, when I was obliged to be 


In that city, not allowing me to carry. this with 
into effect, J ſhall here ſubjoin the information, 
which I have received, relative to North Caro- 
lina, eſpecially from Mr. IREDWELL, member 
of the ſupreme tribunal of the United States, an 

inhabitant of that country, and a man of diſtin- 


guiſhed talents, and the moſt "reſpectable. cha- | 


rater, 
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quiet ſince that time, increaſed in populouſneſs 
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NORTH CAROLINA. 


The coaſt of North Carolina was viſited as 
early as the beginning of laſt century, but the 


_ firſt permanent ſettlements were formed in 1 1 


by emigrated inhabitants of the Palatinate. The 


proprietors of Carolina encouraged theſe ſettle- 


ments, and granted to the new ſettlers the tract 


of land between Albemarle- ſound, formed by the 
river Roanoc and Bathbay, which is formed by 


the river Tar. This ſettlement was almoſt com- : 
pletely deſtroyed by the Tuſcarora Indians i 

1721, from motiyes which remain = ; 
for the hiſtory of North Carolina is involved in 
greater obſcurity than that of any other ſtate. 


About one hundred and twenty-ſeven inhabi- 


tants were murdered, and the ſurvivors demanded 
vengcance from the Governor of South Carolina, 


to which the country at that time belonged. A 
war enſued, in which the Indians ſuſtained very 


ſevere loſſes, and wherein the ſmall army of 
South Carolina received a powerful afliſtance 
from ſeveral other Indian tribes. The Tuſcaro- 


Tas, who did not periſh in the. war, left North 


Carolina, to join the five nations on the Great 
Lake. The colony, which remained tolerably | 
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and proſperity until 1729, whenthe ſeven proprie- 
tors transferred their right to the Crown. The 
country was at that time disjoined from South 
Carolina, and by the order of George the Second 
erected into a diſtinct province, under the name 
of North Carolina. | 

In 1776 the conſtitution of North Caratial 
| was formed, on principles much refembling thoſe 

olf the other ſtates. The Houſe of Repreſenta- 
tives conſiſts of two members for cach county, 
the whole ſtate being divided into fifty-eight 
counties, and of two members for each conſider- 
able town, ſuch as Edenton, Newbern, Wilming- 
ton, Saliſbury, Hilſborough, Halifax, and Fay- 
etteville. The repreſentatives muſt have reſided 
a twelvemonth in the county, by which they are 
elected, and poſſeſſed ſix months an eſtate of one 
hundred acres. The Senate is compoſed of one 
member for each county ; no inhabitant can be 
elected a ſenator, without having reſided a twelve- 
month in the county, and porting three hun- 
dred acres. 

Thoſe who ele& the ſenators muſt be twenty- 
one years old, and have inhabited twelve months 
within the ſtate, and poſſeſſed ſix months an eſtate 2 
of fifty acres. The electors of the repreſentatives 
muſt be of the fame age, and reſided as long in 
the ſtate; hut i it is ſufficient, that ly: have ol 

the 
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the taxes for the laſt bea, without bodedtag any 


property. „3 ͤ OTIS "is 05 
The Governor, as well as his EO compoſed ; 


of ſeven members, are elected by both houſes, 
The neceſſary qualification for the place of a Go- 
vernor are, an age of thirty years, a five years reſi- 


dence in the ſtate, and the poſſeſſion of a pro- 


perty to the amount. of one thouſand pounds 
ſterling, or two thouſand five hundred dollars. 


(The money of North Carolina is like that of 
New York, worth only eight ſhillings the dollar.) 


All places under government are in the gift of 


the two houſes the ſceretary of ſtate is appointed 


every three years. The judges, as well as the 
attorney- general, are nominated in the ſame 


manner; but they receive their appointment from 
the governor, and keep their places as long as 
they conduct themſelves in a proper manner. 


The governor bears no ſhare in the execution of 
the laws. The conſtitution declares unworthy 


of being appointed to any public place, or elected 
repreſentatives, all perſons who believe not in 


God, in the truth of the Proteſtant religion, and 
the divine origin of 78 Old and New Teſta- 
ment. 

The public expenditure fluctuates from thirty- 


ſeven thouſand five hundred to forty n thouſand 


dollars. | 
The 
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Ihe taxes are as follows, viz. eight pence; or 
two-thirds of a ſhilling, for every hundred acres 
of land, without the leaſt diſtinction in regard 
to quality and ſituation, they begin as ſoon as 
the occupiers of the lands enter upon their poſ- 
ſeſſion; two ſhillings for every hundred pounds 
taxable property, or two hundred and fifty dol- 
lars in town-lots; two ſhillings for every White 
inhabitant or negro, whether a freeman or ſlave, 
from the twelfth to the fiftieth year of age; ten 
ſhillings for every ſtallion ; forty ſhillings for the 
licence to keep a tavern, or for ſelling ſpirituous 
liquors; and from eight to twenty ſhillings for 
every ſentence or decree, according to the differ- | 
ent courts by which they are pronounced. | 
The ſtate, in regard to the collection of taxes, \ 
is divided into fifty- eight diſtricts, which may be . 
altered by the county-courts. The juſtices of te | 
peace are, by virtue of their places, collegors of |} 
the taxes; they are appointed by the county- 1 
courts, and receive ſix per cent on the amount of 1 
the taxes, which they collect, and ſixpence for 3 
every mile which they travel for this purpoſe. In | 
1795, the taxes amounted to fifteen thouſand fix _ A 
hundred and eighty-one pounds ſterling, or thirty= = ö 
nine thouſand two hundred dollars; the taxes on 1 
town-lots two thouſand five hundred dollars; on 
lands, fix thouſand three hundred and eighty-ſix 


pounds 
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The great difficulties by which the riyer naviga- 


| 912 if ons THROUGH | 


pourgls ten thillings ſterling—( che number of 
: taxable acres amounts to one million three hun- 


dred and ninety- nine thouſand ſix hundred and 
ſeventy); — the poll-tax, twenty-five thouſand : 


four hundred dollars ; the taxes on lawſuits, billi- 


ards, and horſes, two thouſand five hundred ; 
making in the whole forty-ſix thouſand one hun- 
dred and eighteen dollars. Deducting from this 
ſum the expence of collecting the taxes, and the 
loſs ariſing from defaulters, there remains a ncat 


ſurplus of thirty- nine thouſand two hundred dol- 
lars. 


The public 1 conſiſts in bills of credit to 
the amount of one hundred and fifty thouſand 
pounds ſterling, or three hundred and feventy-five 


| thouſand dollars, which are either in the treaſury 
or in circulation. By the determination of the 


commiſſioners the debt, which the Union owes 


to this ſtate, amounts to five hundred and onc 


thouſand eight hundred and eighty-two dollars. 
The Apalachian or Alleghany Mountains divide 


the ſtate into two parts, which, in point of cli- 


mate and ſoil, widely differ from each other. 
The low lands, which might be cultivated in as 


advantageous a manner, as thoſe of the ſame de- 


ſcription in Virginia and South Carolina, are far 
from having attained the ſame degree of culture. 


tion 
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tion 18 obſtructed, hd eſpecially the want of har- 
bours, which impedes the exportation of com- 
modities, cannot but check the progreſs of culti- 
vation, and bar the proſperity of North Carolina, 


eſpecially as, from want of money, theſe impedi-. 


ments cannot poſſibly be removed. The greateſt 


obſtacle of the navigation of the rivers conſiſts 
in their mouths being ſhut up by large ſand- 


banks, originating either from the rapidity of the 


ſtreams, from ſtrong currents of the Gulf of Mex- 


1CO, or perhaps from both theſe cauſes, and which 
probably will prevent North. Carolina, for a con- 
ſiderable length of time, from enjoying all the 


advantages, which ſhe might otherwiſe derive 


| from her ſol and ſituation. 


The entrance of thoſe places which are calted 


harbours, is fo very difficult, and the depth of 


water in the narrows ſo inconſiderable, that, pro- 


7 perly ſpeaking, there exiſt no ports in North Caro- 


| lina. The beſt of them is Wilmington, thirty- 
five miles from Cape Fear. Ships of three hun- 


dred tons burthen may enter this port; but the 
entrance is rendered extremely difficult by a large - 


ſhoal, known to ſeafaring pcople under the name 


of the Rocks of Cape F. car. The north- -caſtern 


branch of the river Fear is navigable as far as Fay- 
etteville, one hundred miles beyond Wilmington, 
tor veſſels of eighteen or twenty tons burthen. 
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This navigation, which is of a much greater ex- 
tent than any other river-navigation in the ſtate, 


contributes much to enliven the trade of Wil- 
? mington. The commodities of the back country 


are ſentt hither, as well as the produce of the An- 


tilles, and European manufactures. Fayetteville 


derives ſome i importance from this ſtate of things, 
and its commerce is daily encreaſing. Wilming- 
ton chiefly trades to the Antilles. European g oa 
are ſent thither from Charleſton, Baltimore, and 
Nor folk. The exports of Wilmington amounted, 
in 1791, to two hundred and fifty- eight thou- 


fand ſev en hundred and twenty-eight dollars; in 
1792, to two hundred and fixty-two thouſand 


four hundred and ninety-cight dollars + in 1 703, 


to one hundred and ſeventy-one thouſand five 


hundred and ſixty- nine dollars; in 1794, to one 
hundred and thirty-three thouſand one hundred 
and ſixty-ſeven dollars; and in 1795, to two 
hundred and fifty- -tour thouſand one hundred and 


lifty-one dollars. 


The moſt confiderable parts, next to Wilming- 
fo: are Edenton and Newbern. Newbern 1s 


| ſeated on the river Nuſe, at its confluence with - 
the Trent, one hundred miles from the ſea, from 
| which the coaſt of North Carolina is ſeparated - 
by long and ſmall iſlets, from Cape Lookout to 


the borders of Virginia, Ships coming from ſea 
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paſs between theſe iſlets to enter the large bays, 


into which all the rivers of Carolina empty them- 


ſelves. Ships from one hundred and eighty to 


two hundred tons burthen ſail as far as twelve 
miles above Newbern, and the river is navigable 


for ſmaller veſſels one hundred miles farther up 
| the river. Veſſels of upw ards of one hundred tons 


burthen are frequently obliged to unload. The 


exports of Newbern amounted, in 1791, to one | 


hundred and five thouſand ſix hundred and eighty- 


five dollars; in 1792, to one hundred and one 
thouſand three hundred and fixty-ſeven dollars; 


in 1793, to ſixty thouſand ſix hundred and ninety- 


five dollars; in 1794, to ſixty-nine thouſand ſix 
hundred and ſeventeen dollars; and in 1795, to 


ſeventy- three thouſand ſix hundred and er | 


dollars. 1 

Edenton is 4 on the river Mons near 
the point of Albemarle-ſound, and one hundred 
and fifty miles from the iſland of Roanoke, one of 


| the above iſlets. Ships of one hundred and fifty 


tons burthen can fail as far as Edenton, and ſome 


miles farther up. Thence to the.rapids, that is, 
to the diſtance of ſeventy miles from Edenton, 


the river is only navigable for batteaux of twenty 


or thirty tons burthen. The Roanoke waters the 
moſt fertile parts of North Carolina. The exports | 


from Edenton amounted, m 17 91, to ninety-two 


L12 1 thouſand 
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thouſand three hundred and 11x dollars; in 17 92 


to eighty-ſeven thouſand two hundred and three 
dollars; in 1793, to fifty-nine thouſand five hun- 
dred and ſeventy-fix dollars; in 1794, to fifty | 


thouſand fix hundred and forty-eight dollars; and 


in 1 795, to ſeventy-ſev en eee nine hundred 
and ſeven dollars. 


The produce of the country above the ds 


1s unſhipped at the ſpot where they begin, and 
tranſported by land to Peterſburgh in Virginia. 
When the projected canal through Diſmalſwamps 
ſhall be finiſhed, which is to connect Albemarle- 


ſound with the river Elizabeth, all the commo- 


and more difficult. The county of Camden, ſitu- 


ated on Albemarle-ſound, and nearer to the ſea 
than Edenton, has a cuſtom-houſe, as well as the 
town of Wilmington, ſeated on the river Fear, 


one hundred miles from the ifland Ocrecok. 


Their ſituation being leſs favourable, than that 


of the three former, their exports are in conſe- 


quence leſs conſiderable. From the books of theſe 
five cuſtom-houſes it appears, that the exports 


from North Carolina amounted, in 1791, to five 
hundred and twenty-four thouſand five hundred 


red 


dities, which are at preſent exported from Eden- 
ton, will be tranſported to Norfolk, as the com- 
_ munication with Albemarle-ſound becomes more 


— 


and forty-eight dollars; in 1792, to two hun- 


2 
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trol and twenty-ſeven thouſand eight hundred 
and ninety-nine dollars; in 1793, to three hun- 
dred and ſixty-five thouſand four hundred and 


fourteen dollars; in 1794, to three hundred and 


twenty-one thouſand five hundred and eighty- 
| ſeven dollars; and in 1795, to four hundred and 
ninety-two thouſand one hundred and fixty-one 
dollars. Theſe exports are almoſt entirely drawn 
from the lower parts of North Carolina, and con- 
ſiſt in tar, turpentine, reſin, balks, boards, ſhin- 
gles, ſtaves, deer and calf ſkins, tobacco and rice, 
(of the laſt two articles but ſmall quantities are 
exported), pork, bacon, tallow, bees- wax, myrtle- 
Wax, &c. The productions of the upper parts of 
North Carolina are exported to the caſtern ſtates, 
which in return ſupply Carolina with flour, 
cheeſe, hides, potatoes, hardware, hats, and Eu- 


ropean goods. The high price of labour and dif- 


ficult navigation obſtruct the building of ſhips, 
although the country produces the fineſt ſhip- 
timber in the greateſt abundance, _ | 
The lower parts of North Carolina are as un- 
healthy as thoſe of South Carolina; nay more ſo, 
although there are not as many rice-ſwamps 1 in 
the former, as in the latter province. In winter 
fevers and pleuriſies are very frequent. The cli- 


mate of the upper parts is very healthful; they 1 


are waſhed by many rapid ſtreams, and not lia- 
| L13 „ 
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ble to the ſame dangers. In both, but eſpecially 


in the upper parts, the woods are full of pigs and 
calves, which furniſh conſiderable articles of ex- 


portation. The population of North Carolina 
amounted, in 1791, to three hundred and ninety- 
three thouſand ſeven hundred and fifty ſouls, one 


hundred and five thouſand and fixty-one of whom 
were ſlaves. . The exactneſs of this eſtimate is, 


however, doubted, and the population, it 1s 


aſſerted, was already in 1791, more conſiderable, 


than it appears by this eſtimate. Since that period 
it has been encreaſed more from its own ſtock, 
than by emigration from other ſtates ; for though 


coloniſts arrive from theſe parts, yet on the other 


hand many ſettlers emigrate again to Georgia, 


South Carolina, Kentucky, and Teneſſee. Since 


1788, Raleigh is the capital and ſeat of govern- 
ment, which, previouſly to that time, removed 


from one place to another. The towns in Ca- 
rolina are few in number and inf) ;gnificant. Moſt 


of the proprietors reſide on their plantations, and 
hve there like Virginians, but not quite ſo well, 


as 1n general they poſſeſs not ſo much wealth, as 


the Virginia planters. They are buſied, it is ſaid, 
in perfecting their mode of agriculture, and arc 
good and mild maſters to their ſlaves. I have 
not been able to obtain either the regulations con- 


The 
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The moſt numerous ſect in North Carolina is 
that of the Preſbyterians, eſpecially in the weſtern 
parts, which are inhabited by emigrants of Penn- 

Hhyjlvania. But there are alſo great numbers of Cal- 
vinifts, Lutherans, Epiſcopalians, and Quakers ; 
they perform, however, no more divine ſervice in 
a regular manner, than they do in Virginia and 
South Carolina. Here is alſo a ſettlement of 
| Moravians. | 
This i is the information, that IJ have been able 
to collect, relative to North Carolina, of all the 
ſtates apparently moſt remote from that improved 
ſtate of culture, which, from the quality of its ſoil 
and productions, it is perfectly capable of attain- 
ing. North Carolina will, no doubt, in time ad- 
vance to a more perfect degree of cultivation; 
her future opulence will depend on the quality 
of commodities ſhe produces; but, from the na- 
ture of her coaſt and rivers, ſhe will never be 
able to acquire conſiderable rank among trac ; 
and commercial ſtates. 


END OF VOL. II. 
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"FOSTICTFT. 
[Since the ſheet was printed off which contains the 
remarks on the policy of the Lieutenant-Governor of 
Upper Canada, the following authentic Document has 
been put into the hands of the Editor, who, in juſtice 


to the character of the reſpefaable General, has here | 
e it 10. ; 


Go ECH of His Excellency JOHN GRAVES 

SIMCOE, Esa. Licutenant-Governor of the 

Province of Upper Canada, &c. &c. &c. upon 

proroguing the Fifth Seſſion of the Provincial 
Parliament of Are Canada. 


i Hane Gentlemen of the Legiſlative Council, 


1 = Gentlemen of the Houſe of Aſſembly ! 


HE public buſineſs of the ſeſſions being 
brought to a concluſion, it is with pleaſure, 

I conſider your proceedings therein, have been 
marked with the ſame attention to the welfare 
of the province, which has diſtinguiſhed your 
conduct throughout the whole of this, the firſt 
provincial parliament of Upper Canada; and 
which draws near to its termination agrecably to 


the laws, 


It 
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It is not poffible for me, without <motion, to 
: a eee that we have been called upon to 
execute the moſt important truſt that can be 
delegated by the King and Britiſh Parliament, 
during a period of awful and ſtupendous events, 


which ſtill agitate the greater part of mankind, 


and which have threatencd to involve all that is 

valuable in civil ſociety in one promiſcuous ruin. 
However remote we have been happily placed 
from the ſcene of theſe events, we have not been 
without their influence; but, by the bleſſing of 
God, it has only been ſufficient to prove, that 
this province, founded upon the rock of loyalty, 
demonſtrates one common ſpirit in the defence 


of their king and their country. 


In the civil proviſions for the eſtabliſhment and 

maintenance of our conſtitution, and the benefits 
flowing therefrom, we ſhall, 1 truſt, always recol- 
le& with great ſatisfaction, that we have been 
actuated and guided by a fair and upright deſire 
to lay the foundations of ag: right and of 
public proſperity. 

_ I humbly believe that his Majeſty, the "= 
of his people, and the beneficent founder of this 
loyal province, wall accept our endeavours to per- 
petuate theſe bleſſings, which it is his wiſh ſhould 
attend his faithful ſubjects and their remoteſt 


18 
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Honourable Gentlemen, and Gentlemen] 


Ir is our immediate duty to recommend our 
public acts to our fellow- ſubjects by the efficacy 
of our private example; and to contribute in this 
tract of the Britiſh empire, to form a nation, 
obedient to the laws, frugal, temperate, induſtri- 
ous ;—impreſſed with a ſtedfaſt love of juſtice, 
of honour, of public good ; with unſhaken pro- 
bity and fortitude amongſt men, with Chriſtian 
piety and gratitude to God! 

Conſcious of the intention of well-doing, I 
mall ever cheriſh, with reverence, and humble 
acknowledgement, the remembrance, that it is 
my ſingular happineſs to have borne to this pro- 

vince the powers, the privileges, the principles, 

and the practice of the Britiſh conſtitution ; this 

| perpetual monument of the good-will of the em- 
pire, the reward of tried affection and loyalty, can 
beſt fulfil the juſt end of all government, as the 
experience of ages hath proved, by communicat- 
ing univerſally, protection and proſperity, to thoſe 
vrho make a rightful uſe of its advantages. 


INDEX 
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A. 
"off DAMS, Mr. Frei of the United States, character of, 


W e Hate of, in Shenectady, 50;  Albowgr 625 Martbo- 
rough, 109; in the diſtrict of Maine, 156; in Rhode Iſland, 
274; in the townſhip of Lebanon, 309 ; near Newhaven, 321; 
in Carolina, 411; Georgia, 460. 

Ague, endemical in the diſtrict of Geneſſee, 34, . 


. Albany, county of, its population, 52. 


, City of, 55; its ſettlement, when formed, ib. ; Situation, 
a wee and trade, ib.; its exports, 56; ſhipping, ib. ; price 

of ſhip-building, 58; population, 60; ſtyle of wailing ib. ; 
revenues, ib.; bank, 61; churches, ib. ; manufactories, 62; 
Author's departure from, 88; negligence of its merchants, 303. 

Allowamſet Pond, account of the iron ore at, 260; manner of 
procuring it, 1b. ; price of labour at, 261. 

Alma, Captain, at Ducktrap Creek, account of the eftate of; 164; 
his ſaw-mill, 169. 

Amareſkoghin Creek, 209; its hip-building, ib. 


Ambroſe, Saint, ſituation of the Spaniſh Iſland of, 129; ; abounds 


with ſeals, ib. ; no anchorage, ib. _ : 

Anecdotes, the Author miſtaken for a doctor, and its ſucceſs, 163 
of Mr. Mac Elroy, 102; of the Creek Indians, 468. 

Apalachicola yes; 471, | 

| B. 

Baron, Dr. account of lg plantation, 435; its extent and coft of 
purchaſe, 436. EC, 

Barrington, a 60 11 ſea-port, 288; its don ib. price of lend, ib. 

Bath, a port of entry in the county of Lincoln, 208; its exports, ib. 

Belfaſt, account of the townſhip of, 170; | church, w. 35 

Bellytown, account of, 105. 

Berkſhire, population of the county of, 102. 

Berwick, account of the diſtrict of, 221; houſes in the town of, his 

Vor. II. 1 Beverley, 


— - —— 


Beverley, ſituation of the village of, 238; its fiſhery, ib. 


Biddeford, account of the town of, 220; its trade, ib.; ex- 


ports, ib. 


| Bingham, inn of Bale 15 the family Py in of the ague, ib.; 7 


extraordinary cure bc hp 1927 Wor, 16; water here abomin- 
able, 19, | 


Bligh, Mr. pofſeflor of very valuable lands-in South Carolina, 


408 ; account of his negroes, and quantity of rice he raiſes, ib, 
Boſton, its environs, 111, 112; its ſituation, 113; harbour, 114; 
the neglect of fortifications, 1b. ; its houſes, 125; manners of 
its inhabitants, ib.; their enterpriſing ſpirit and trade, 126; 

tonnage of the port of, 246 ; exports, 247; imp 248; duw 
ties, ib. | 
Breſwit Ifland, 6 ; covered throughout with wood, ib. | 
Brigadiers Ifland, account of, 175; its inhabitants, ib; its ſhore 
famous for falmon-fiſhery, 178. ; —_ 
Briſtol, county of, its 4586086 2745 great abundance of iron 
ee 1 
Briſtol, a ſmall pon 287; its 44 4. 


Broadbay, account of the town of, 199. 


Brompton Fort, account of, 19. 

Brown, Moſes, character of, 289. | 

Brown, John, brother to Moſes, the richeſt eren in Provi- 
dence, 296; account of his great concerns, 15. | 


Brunſwick, account of the diſtrict of, 298. 


Brunſwick, deſcription of the town of, 363; principal town in 
the county of Middleſex, ib. ; its Ar 364 ; briſk traf- 
fic with New York, ib. 


|: Burr, eſtate of Colonel, 359 ; his character, ib. 


E. 


| 'Cabot, Mr. ſenator of the United States, for Mafſachuſetts, 250. 


Caimans, numerous in South Carolina, 452; in Se 460 ; 
account of this ſpccies of crocodile, 452. | 

Caldwell, James, account of his extenſive mills and manufac- 
tories at Albany, 62, 63. 5 AD; 

Cambridge, account of the 1 of, 122; its funds, i „ 
price of education and board, 123. | 

Camden River, 163; its navigation, ib, ene 

— Canada 


IN DEX. 


Cantila Creek; 32 15 extraordinary riſing | in 1 forine, ib. - 
Canal, near the Little Falls, 45 ; near St, George's River, 156; 
Joining the Santee with Cooper River, 505. 
Canalmegi, a German ſettlement, 48. | a 
Cape Ann, method of drying cod-fiſh there, 140; ; account of a 
fliſhery, 141; its road, 143; fort, ib. | | 
Carolina, account of the ſettlement of, 3823 its Br 383, 384; - 
| divided into North and South, 384. . 
Carolina, North, hiſtory of, 508; conſtitution, 509, 510; a 
lic expenditure, 510; taxes, 511 ; public debt, 512; diviſion, 
ib. ; inland navigation, ib,; harbours, 513; trade, 514; ex- 
ports, 516; nates: NI 5 population 518; FOTO n 
918 


JES 


„South, ats 3 385 to, 338, Ge 3 crimi- 
ol offences very numerous, 393; military regulations, 394, 
395, 396; taxes, 398, how aſſeſſed and collected, ib. ; pub- 
lic debt, 401; pay of its officers, 404; paper money, }Þ. ; 
banks, 405, 406; climate, 412 ; ſchools and education, 419; 
manufactories, 420-; price of ſhips, 421 ; its Population: 497. 

Caſco, deſcription of the bay of, 210. 

Caſtle Iſland, convicts confined in, 115; 5 acount of its ban. | 
118; their employ, 119. 

Ceſar, a negro, diſcovered a remedy. againſt the bite of. a rattle 
ſnake, 444 ; how rewarded; ib. if hag” 

Charleſton, departure from Philadelphia og 3703 I Frere 
374; hiſtory of, 375, 376, 377; buildings, 378; inhabitants, 

379; their manners and cuſtoms, 379, 380, 381; political 

_ ſentiments, -381,.382; conſtitution, 385, 386; laws, 388; 
workhouſe, ib. ; priſons, 392; population, 393; town. rates, 
400 ; negro market, 410; diſeaſes, 412; police, 416; market, 

- 420; medical ſociety, 423 ; library, 425 3 1mports * EX= 
ports, 499 to 50l ; tonnage, 502. | 

Charleſtown, account of the village of, 245. 

Charlotte Iſlands, deſcription of its habitat, 1363 7 a. in 
furs, ib. 

Chelſea, account of the port of, 306. 

Cherokee, Chacta w, and Creck Indians, inhabit the borders of 

| Georgia, 466 ; their numbers capable of! bearing arms, ib. 

5 1 | . Cochicog 


INDEX, 


Cochico | nee 226. 
Coligny, Admiral, attempted to eſtabliſh b in Carolina, 
but without ſucceſs, 382. 
Connecticut River, deſcription of its banks, 105. | | 
Connecticut, trade of, 304, 305, 344; hiſtory of, 324 ; conſtitu- 
tion and laws, 325 to 331, incluſive; religious worſhip, 331 ; 
police, 332; ſchools and colleges, 333, 334, 335 ; ſervitude of 
negroes not aboliſhed in this ſtate, 335; its militia, 337 ; taxes, 


338, 339, 340 ; exports, 341 ; tonnage, ib. ; Pop: 342; 
character of its inhabitants, 343. 
"Cota, Mrs. at North Yarmouth, account of, 212. 
Cotton, culture of, in South Carolina, 411; 5 in Georgia, 460; in 
Eaſt Florida, 472. 


Cotty, Dr. at Marlborough, account of his Ela 109 ; his "FN 
racter, 110. 


County Rates, 1 ol — at 1 69; none in South 
Carolina, 400. Fog 

-Couteaux, character of M. le, 84. 

Cumberland, county of, its population, 217. 

UA IR Ty DD. 

Davres, character of Mr. 218. | 

Desjardins, Mr. owner of three hundred thouſand acres in Hun- 

ger Bay, 27; his intentions of forming ſettlements, ib. 

Dollar, value of, in New Hampſhire, 230; new England, ib. 

Dover, capital of the county of Waterford, 226; 5 its W ib.; 
population, ib. | 


Drayton Hall, an eſtate 8 to Doctor „ 438 ; den 
ſeription of the houſe and gardens, ib. 


| Ducktrap, account of its fiſhery, 166; where dried, 1b. ; method 
N ſhip-building, at, 167, 168. 
Dupettitthouars, Mr. catches the ague, 36, 47; returns home, 88. 
Faſt Paſſage, deſcription of, 272. | 
Edenton, account of, 515; its fitnation, ib. ; ; ſhipping, ib. „ ex- 
ports, 516. | 
Elem, Samue', a large . in Rhode Iſland, 273 ; deſcription 


of his houle, 274%; his method 'of ee ib.; his ee 
286. 


N | „ 


IND Ex. 


Elizabethtown „ account of the townſhip of, 335; its houſes, ib. 
churches, ib. ; council houfe and academy, ib. 
_ Ellworth, Mr. of Connecticut, chief Ts of the United Sts, 
. | | 
Eſſex, county of, 243; its population, ib. 
Euftis, . of Boſton, his character and nn principles, 249. 
F. 
Fairfield, account 61 the diſtric of, 347; its Apa ib. 
Falmouth, town of, 215 united with Portland, ib. 
Females, obſervations on the dreſs of, near Portland, 212. 
Florida, Eaſt, its inhabitants, 471; ; its cotton plantations; 472; 
its rice ſwamps, ib. | 
Florida, Wet, celeription of its ſhore, 473; 'Its land; 474; be= 
_ longs to Spain, but is ſupplied with European gs: from. —_ 
land, 477; its military force, 482. | E 
Flour, price of, at Rotterdam, 22; at Schuyler Town, 40; near 
New Bedford, 274. | 
F 1 how carried on by as Ruſſians, 137. 5 
a : 5 G. | ' - 34 
| Georgia, ſtate of, the weak regulated in the Union, 460 ; its or 
|  habitants, ib. ; adminiſtration of Juſtice, ib; machinery for 
cleaning of cotton, 461 ; its importation of negroes, ib.; its 
foil, 462; well watered, 463 ; climate, 464; its Indian popu- 
lation, 466; law concerning negroes, 469; Auguſta was the 
chief town in this diftrict, ib, ; Louiſyille, the ſeat of govern- 
ment, 470. | 
German Flatts, deſcription of the, 42; the moſt fruitful ſoil i in 
America, ib. | 7 
Glavery, Squire, at Camden, account of his lands, mills; trade, 
Ae. 103, 
Glouceſter, account of the town i of 142; its ſituation, ib. ; 165 
fiſhery and trade, ib. ; exports, 143. een 
Goat Iſland, account of, 281; a fort erected, ib.; ceded by the 
State of Rhode Iſland to the United States, ib. Wes 
Goldhue, Mr. member of Congreſs, 242; his character, ib. 


=} Gooſe Creek, account of, 432; its extent, ib. 


Gore, Mr, Advocate-general of the United States, 250. | 
| 2 9 aps 555 SGouperpel, 


INDEX. 5 


Goutemt, eſtate of M. de, 82; whats Ger: of his wie, i id.; ac 
count of his purchaſe, 83. 9 5 

Governors Ifland, 114, 118. i | 

Granite, between Fort Oſwego and Aar AY on the ne 


Maſſachuſetts, New Hampſhire, and er 350 ; ſtrata of, - 


near Plymouth, 352. 
Green, General, account of, 282; ws exploits, 2833 1 moral | 
Character, 284 ; monument erected to his memory by order of | 
| Congrels, ib. 
Griffin, Mr. at Brigadiers INand, IO a brig, 4 177; z its coſt 
when complete, ib. | 
Hallowell, account of the town of, 206; its houſes, 1b..; ſnip- 
building, ib. . „ 
Hamilton, Mr. the celebrated orator, en to e 
Schuyler, 64. | 
Hammock Mountain, the boundary of the State of new York and 
Maſſachuſetts, 102. 
Hampſhire, population of the county ok, 104. ö 
Hampton Fall, in the iner of New Hampſaire, * an inn 
in high repute, ib. 
Hancock, county of, 181; its extent and population, ib. 
Hartford, county of, its population, 315. | 
, environs of, 310, 311, 314; its population, 312; trade 
wt honing; ib. ; exports, ib.; manufactory, ib. ; account of 
the town, 313; chief town in the county of the fame, nume, 
Ib. ; its bank, capital, and dividends, ib. | 
| Hary, a beverage of the kings and Chiefs } in the Marqueſs Wands, 1 
132; how prepared, ib. 
Herkemer, county of, 40; its population, ib. 
Heron, the, a uſeful bird, in the rice ſwamps, 488. 
Hillhouſe, Mr. member of Congreſs, 346 ;. his character, ib. | 
| Hingham, village of, famous for its ſchools, 2523 its produce, 
ib. ; a feat of General Lincoln, ib. 
Hoſpitality, the general characteriſtic of the Americans, 439; 
Hudſon, deſcription of the banks of the river, 71, 72. 
Jay, political ſyſtem and conduct of Mr, 358, 


TY 


Jeffery, 


INDEX, 


Jeffery, Mr. an eminent a at N 249 ; his. has 
ter, ih. 

Ingraham's Iſlands, account 08 134. 

Johnſtown, the capital of the county of Montgomery, 49; 4: its ox 
pulation, ib. 

Ipſwich, account of the village of, 238; its aao, id. hars 

bour and trade, ib. 

Iron-ſtone, great quantities oh, at Plymouth, 257 at New oP 
ford, 260. | 
Iſard, Mr. late member of gn 428; his eſtates in Gorch 

Carolina, 429 ; his houſe, ib.; a zealous advocate for fever, 
131. | : | 

8 River, e of, 205. 

King, Mr. a ſenator of the United States, 359; his charaGar.s ib, | 
Knox, General, ſituation and deſcription of his manſion, 146; 

his extenſive eſtate, 147; his plans and projects, 151, 152; his | 

offer for poſſeſſion of Brigadiers Iſland, 176; character of the 

General and his family, 195; Author's departure from, ib. 
Labour, price of, at Rotterdam, 22; at Schuylertown, 40; near 
the Little Falls, 47; at Saratoga, 70; at Marlborough, 109; 
in the diſtrict of Maine, 160; at Proſpects, 174; Brunſwick, 

209; in New Hampſhire, 230; ip the diſtrict of New Bedford, 
261; at New Bedford, 274; at Providence, 297; in Connec- 
ticut, 305; at Lebanon, 309; near Newhaven, 321. 
| Land, price of, near Oſwego Falls, 10; along Wood Creek, 34; ; 
near Fort Stanwix, 38; in Schuylertown, 39; in the Ger- | 
man Flatts, 43; at Shenectady, 50; in the vicinity of Albany, 


61; on the Mohawk River, 75; at Lebanon, 101; near Port- 


land, 217 ; near Portſmouth, 229; near Hingham, 252; near 
New Bedford, 274; at Rhode iſland, 278; at * ib; ; 
in Connecticut, 305; near Newhaven, 321 ; ; at Sandyhill, 5 
| 449; in Georgia, 465. 
Land, produce of, near Stanwix Fort, 39 ; at DG 40 ; 
in Shenectady, 50; in the Mohawk River, 75; at Crankford, 
177; Brunſwick, 208 , Biddetord, 220; Portſmouth, 230 3 
near Hingham, 252; in the diſtrict of New Bedford, 201; at 
a * | Rhode 


f 
| 
| 
1 
| 


| INDEX. N 
Rhode Iſland, 273; in the neighbourhood of Newport, ib. 3 
at Providence, 297; about Newhaven, 521; at Goole Creek, 

431; in Weſt Florida, 476. 
Langdon, Mr. a ſenator, 233; a man of the firſt iinportzlds * 
Pertſmouth, ib.; oppoſed the ratification of the treaty of com- 


merce between Great Britain and 3 ib.; ; his character f 
and family, ib. | | 


: map + its midicinal fprings 91; : its » population, 2087 ; houſes, 


ibid. 
Lee, Mr. at Wiſcaſſet, his character, 202. 
Light-houſes, two erected near Newbury Port, 236. 


Limeſtone, near Saratoga, 77; abundance at Thomaſtown, Bel- 
faſt, Ducktrap, and Waldoborough, 350. 


| Lincoin, General, account of, 230; his military 8 251 - his 


preſent employment, ib. ; a member of the academy of ſciences 
in the State of i je e ib; his anne ib.; 55 75 
very extenſive eſtates, 252. 


w——, Mrs. widow of the eldeſt ſon of che General, ber cha- 


oo os „ 
Lincoln, population of the county of, 200. 


| Little Falls, deſcription of the, 45. 9 5 8 { 


, account of the town of, 47; its houſes, tÞ.; mills, tb.; 


Locke, the celebrated John, his frame of a conſtitution for the 


government of Carolina, 383, 


Luxembours, the Prince of, fold a frigate to the State of South 


Carolina, 402; manner of the bargain, ib; 


| th nn, account of the Port of, 224; famous for its ſhoe manuſae- 


: tory: ib. | 
Mac Elroy, Mr. poſſeſſor of a Sanne te quantity or _ at 
© Fiſh Creek, 91; travels with the Author, ib. | | 


Maine, diſtrict of, 142; its exportation of timber to Boſton, 144 ; 


| its trade and commerce, 152 to 156; emigrants reſort but lit- 
tle to this province, 124; account of its inhabitants, 185; 
their habitations, 186 ; table of the price of wood, 189 ; ex- 
pences and returns of a voyage to Liverpool, 190, 191; no 
houſe of religious worſhip in this province, 192; great ſcarcity 
of medical practitioners, 193; its _— 2243 1 a 
229 ; * ib. | | 


INDEX. 


Marblehead; account of the port of, 244 ; - 1ts ee bz; 8 trade 


in ſtockfiſh, ib. 


4 


Maſſachuſetts, in high ſtate of cultivation, 104, 108; : its laws, 


civil and criminal, 120; taxes, 121; vexatious proceeding of 
its commiſſioners, 1b. ; its e, 122 ee ib. ; fiſhe- 
ries, 142. 


Medical Society, at Charleſton, obſervations 0 on, 415; ; account 


of, 423. 


Merrimack River, account of, 235; ee of a bridge « over 


It, ib. 
Michard, a F rench botaniſt, reſiding in Sl 5 434. 
Middleborough, in the deſtrict of New Bedford, 260 ; account of 


its iron works, ib. ; price of labour, 261. 
Middleton, county of, its population, 317. 


A of the diſtrict, ib.; its exports, 317; its bank and capi- 
tal of, ib.; chief town of the county of the ſame name, ib. 


Minerals, account of the, between Oſwego and Albany, 54; be- 


tween Saratoga and Albany, 77; on the coaſts of Matfachuſetts, 
New Hampſhire and Maine, 350 to 354, incluſive. : 


: Mohawk River, account of the navigation of, 38 ; its falls, 75. 


Morriſville, town of, 367; a fine ſeat belonging to Mr. Robert 


Morris, 1b. ; a number of iron forges near, ib. 
IG. 

Negroes, their numbers in the diſtrict of Charleſton, 394; in 
South Carolina, 395; their price at Charleſton, 410; account 
of a ſale of, 440; number; imported into the State of Geor⸗ 
gia, 461. | 

Newark, one of the neſt vilkages in America, 360; e 
of its houſes, ib. ; the uſual ſtage between Philadelphia and 
New York, ib. ; famous for its cyder, ib.; and extenſive thoe 
manufactory, ib. ; fituation of the village, 361. | 

New Bedford, diſtrict” of, 262 ; ; its ſhip-building, ib. ; ; thi ipping, 

„ amount of its exports, 268. | 

n— town of, 261; ſuffered much 1 in the war with Eng- 

land, ib.; its trade, 262; ſhip-building, 1. exports, ib.; 

_ _ Whale fiſhery, ib. ; harbour protected by a fort, 209. 
Newbern, account of, 14 ; Its Manon, be 3 tipping, 515 

| mates 3 Is | | 


„account of the town of, 316; ſeat of the cuſtoms | 
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Wb Port, account of, 235, 237; its public ſchools, 237 : 


trade and manufactories, 1b. ; population, ib. 

new e Gekeription of, 235; its houſes, ib. ; ſhip- 
building, - trade, 256; mw iv.; two lighthouſes | 
erected near, 497 | „„ 

Newcaſtle, account of the Chin of, 201. 


New City, account of the town of, 99, 76. 
| Newhaven, population of the town of, 324. 


„ account of the town of, 319; its population, ab. : | 
| e Pt ib. ; ſhipping, 320 ; exports, 1b. ; trade, 321; ac- 
count of a cotton-work near, 322; banks, ib.; college, 323 7 
its library and muſeum, 324; churches, ib. ; head town of the 
county of ſame name, ib, ; the freedom of FER town conferred - 
on the Author, 345, 

New London, ſituation of, 300; its koi, ib.; Daum by the 
Englith in 1781, ib.; the principal ſea-port in Connecticut, 
301; its harbour protected by two forts, ib.; ſhipping, ib. ; 
exports, 302 ; bank, 306 ; ee ib.; principal town of 
the county of lame name, tb. | 


Newport, chief town in the State of Rhode Ifland, 278 ; the 


moſt ancient, ib. ; its population before the war, ib. ; preſent 
population, ib. ; trade, 279; RIES: ib.; i Hof 280 3 + 08m 
harbour, ib.; church, 221. 

Newſpapers, in Maſſachuſetts, very plenty, 110. 

New York, ſituation of the iſland of, 349; its ſoil, ib. 

Nicholſon, Mr. at Proſpe&, account of his farm and lad, 172; 

employment of his r b.; cultivation of his land, 173, 
174. | 

Noble borough, account 14 the townſhip of, 200. 

Nootka Sound, ſituation of, 1353 peltry the trade of 1 its inhabi- 
tants, 4 


Northampton, ieſcription of the town of, 104; its Situation, ib. ; 


its population, ib.; capital of the county of Hampfnire, ib. 
North Yarmouth, account of the town of, 210; its fituation, ib.; 
_ thip- -puilding, 1b. ; mills, 211; trade, ib. ; 
Norwich, account ofthe town of, 299 ; its mills, forges, and "IH 
| works, ib.;  ituation, ib.; bank, 307; ; population, ib. 


7 


N 


INDEX. 
. 
Oats, price of 6 in the düittrict of Maine, 1 160. 
| Oneida Lake, account of, 28. AN 


—— — Indians enjoy an anni from the State of ' New bees 
note to page 30. 

—Reſervation, ſold to the ae of Maw York, Pt 

Orandago, county of, its extent, 13 ; its population, ib, 

Oſwego River, its navigation, 4; its falls, 10 

Otis, Mr. at Maſſachuſetts, 258; had a conſiderable Sos in the 


revolution, 259. 


Otters, where found in America, 137. 


Otter-ſkins, price of, on the weſtern coaſts of America . in 
| Canton, ib. | 
Oxen, price of a pair, in the diltric of Maine, 1593 at Ducktrap 
169; at Newhaven, 322; nn. 450. 
. 

Pearlaſn, ng of preparing, A7. ; 
Penobſcot Bay and River, 160 ; account of its 1 betten 161; F- 
no juſt titles to their poſſeſſions, ib. ; its fiſheries, 178; ac- 

count of an Indian village on the river ſide, 179. | 
„chief town of, the Ra of — 181; its ex- 
ports, ib. 
Pickering, Thomas, 8 af State, to the United States, 29. 
Pinckney, General, brigadier and inſpector of the firſt diviſion af 
militia of South Carolina, 397; his character, ib. | 
Pindaim, a negro, in the townſhip of St. Paul, poſſeſſor of a 
pPlwkKhcantation, 457. | 
Piſcaquata River, 227; defeription of a bridge over me ib. | 
| Pittsfield, account of the town of, 102. % | 
Tia, population of the county of, 259. | | | 
4 account of its firſt ſettlement, 253, 254, 255; its trade 
and ſhipping, 255; iron manufactory, 2563 exports, 257; 


population, ab. 3 the 3 toun in the enn of {fame 5 
name, 259, x 


Plumb Illand, account of a dane inſtitution at, 237. 


Polony, Dr. of Charleſton, 427; has nn. the mo a com- 5 
plete work on St. Domingo, ib. 


Poor's Rate, amount of che, at Saratoga, 69. 


Portland, 


a | INDEX.- 

Portland, Gtuation of, 212; deſcription of the town, 213; its 
quays and roads, ib. ; fortification, 214; trade and naviga- 
tion, 215; fiſhery and tonnage, 216; exports, 217; houſes 
and population, ib.; the principal town in the county of 
Cumberland, ib. ; a newſpaper printed here, 231. | 

Portſmouth, ſituation of, 228 ; the only harbour in New Hamp- 
hire, Ib.; . its trade and ſhipping, ib. ſhip-building, 229; 

price of cattle, 230; proviſions very plentiful, ib.; 8 man 

2 politician, 231; its churches, 234. | | 

Potaſh, manner of making, 85, 86; how ſold, 88. 

Princetown, account of, 3643 its houſes and mills, ib. 3 3 Oe 

„ $684 | 

Pringle, Dr. account of his eſtate 1 in the cont of St. Baitholo- 
mew, 452. 

Pringle, Mr. Attorney-general of South Carolina, 372; account 
of his plantation, 436; its extent and coſt of ey ib.; a 
| planter of extenſive knowledge, 455; his character, ib. 
Proſpect, account of the town of, 172; 1 buſineſs of its in · 

| habitants, 174. 

| hoes provi deſcription of the town of, 290 ; its trade, ib. ; ex- 
ports and manufactories, ib.; traffic in negroes, 291, 292; a 
college chiefly ſupported by the Baptiſts, 294 ; churches, 297, 

Quinaboug, "Ty of the cataract of, 307. 

R. . 

Raleigh, Sir Walter, attempted to eſtabliſh colonies in Carolina 8 
without ſucceſs, 382. | | 

Rariton River, account of, 363. 

Rhode Ifland, its boundaries, 272; its produce, ans ; Wes or | 

the poverty of its farmers, 275 to 27 8, incluſive; religious wor- 

hip, 281 ; extent of the iſland, ib. ; character of its inhabi- 
tants, ib. ; their political opinions, 282 ; gave birth to Gene- 
ral Green, ib. ; to another e character, 284; its po- 
pulation, 293. 

min culture of, in South Carolina, 430; in Lower Carolina, 
486, 487; its produce, 490 ; e e made in South 

Carolina, 445. 6 

Rice ſwamps, in South Carolina, 4113 their Aividon into tidæ 

{amps and inland * ib.; their pee 419. 


INDEX. 
Ricketts, character of Mr. 366. - N 
Roads, how repaired, in Rhode An 294; in the State of con- 
necticut, 337: in Carolina, 400. | 
Roberts, Captain, his voyage to the South Sea Fr Weſtern Coaſt 
of America, 128 to 138, incluſive ; object of this voyage made 
on board the Jefferſon, ib.; his character, 138. 17 
| wa Mr. a Quaker at Berwick, account of his inn, 2213 ; his 
| farm, 222; his character, ib. 
Rotterdam, account of the city of, 21; its e 27. | 
Ruſh, William, eſtabliſhed the whale fiſhery at Dunkirk, 269.3 2 
his admiration of the French, 270. 
Ruſſell, Thomas, at Boſton, one of the wealthieſt merchants | in 
America, 250 ; his character, ib. 8 
Rye, * of, in the diſtrict of Maine, 160. 
S. | | 
Saga . account * its . fall mills, and baun: 
© [cenery, 220. 
Salem, account of the town of, 2393 z its e ib.; trade, | 
ib. ; ſhipping, 240; exports, ib.; imports, 241; harbour, 


242; the capital of the "uy of Effex, 243; its Kail-cloth | 
manufactory, ib. 


Salmon's Fall River, 221. | ; 

Sandwich Iſlands, account of the manners of its inhabitants, 134, 

Saratoga, account of the town of, 65 ; capture of the Engliſh 
army under General Burgoyne, ib. ; deſcription of the Engliſh 
and American camps, 66, 67; eryſtallizaions and mineral 
ſprings, T2. | 

Savannah, ſlave- trade of, 461; famous for the defeat of M. OPER 

| tang, in 1778, 470. | 

Scheef, Mr. at Portſmouth, a very reſpeRable merchant, 234. 

Schultz, eſtate of Colonel, 177. 0 

Scrieber, Mr. founder of a large ſettiement wean Lake Ontario 5 

and Lake Oneida, 20. X 

Schuyler, General, his character, influence, and wile, 29, 64, 

65. 

Schuyler, Ain ſon of the Guia; 65: * houſe ſtands on the 

ſpot where General Burgoyne ſurrendered to General Gates, ib.; 
e on of his * ORE his — 70 ;, his death, 71. 

n | Schuylrtowne, 


4 


INDEX, 

Schuylertown, ſettlement of, 39 ; the capital of the county of 
Herkemer, 40; its houſes, ib. ; churches, ib.; jail and court- 
. houſe, 41; mills near, ib. | | 

Ses townſhip of, 297. | 

Shakers, deſcription of the ſociety called, 92; their ſettlement in 
Lebanon, ib.; their form of government, 93; religious wor- 
ſhip, 95, 96; their dreſs, 96. N 

Shenectady, account of the town of, 49; its U when 
formed, 50; its ſituation and trade, 513 population, ib.; 
churches, ib. 5 


ä territory of, 50; its extent, ib. | 
| Ship-building, price of, in Albany, 58 ; in St. George's River, 
145; at Boſton, 157; at Camden, 163; at Ducktrap, 1653 
at Penobſcot River, 1813 near New Bedford, 274. | 
Shorten, William, an inn-keeper, near Oſwega Falls, 7; pur- 
chaſe of his land, 10. | 
Simcoe, Governor, his ſpeech on proroguing the provincial par- 
liament in Upper Canada, 521 to 523. 
Sßpecie, ſcarcity of in South Carolina, 406. 
Springfield, a ſail- cloth manufactory at, 315. 
Squirrels, very numerous in all America, 355 partionlarly in 
New England, ib. 
Stanwix Fort, beſieged by Colonel St. "PLE 35. 
St. George's River, account of the trade of, 152 to 156. 
Stockfiſh, caught in great. quantities on the coaſts of Maſſachu- 
ſetts and diſtrict of Maine, 141 ; the whole trade of Beverley, 
238; of Marblehead, 244. 
Sullivan, Mr. Advocate-general of the State of Maſſachuſetts, 250, 
Sullivan Hland, account of, 374. 
Sumac, grows in great quantities about New London, 304; its 
preparation for the purpoſe of dyeing, ib. ; its price and quan- 
rity exported, 1b, | | : 


| . | 
Talaſking, a celebrated Indian warrior, 468; his character, ib. 
Taunton, head town of the county of Briſtol, 274. 
Faxes, account of the, in the county of Herkemer, 41. ; at Sara- 
| toga, 69; at Marlborough, 109; in the State of Maſſachuſetts, 
121; inſthe province of Maine, 192; at Boſton, 248; in Rhode 
Island, 


INDEX, - - | 
Iſland, 293; at Newport, ib.; at Providence, ib, 3: in the State | 
of Connecticut, 338 ; in PN 398; en Tha 
rolina, 511. | 
Taylor, Mr. near Ponſtenkil Creek, account of his bs 5 ills, 
. 76; his intention of ſelling them, ib. ; Author's opinion of, ib. 
Ternay, monument erected to the memory of the Channing ts at 
Newport, by order of Louis XVI, 282. | 
Thatcher, Mr. member of Congreſs, 298; deſeription of his knife, 
 iÞ. ; his library, 219; his eccentric enſſorns, ib. his n | 
Principles, ib. 
Thompſon, J uſtice, aeſerigtion of his PER 743 3 ib. 
Three Rivers, rapids of, 11; account of a cottage family at, * 
Three Rivers Point, account of, 13. 
Treaty of Commerce, between Great Neis and the United 
States, remarks on the, 78 to 81, 124 to 126, incluſive. 
Trees, ſpecies of, in the townſhip of Saratoga, 78; in the diſtrict 
of Brunſwick, 208; between Bedford and Plymouth, 259; in 
Connecticut, 310; between Middleton and Newhaven, 318; 
in the province of Maine, 354 in South Carolina, 433, 440; 
in Florida, 472; between the Miſſiſſipi and Betekſoha, 474. 
5 Turkey. buzzard, a very uſeful bird in South Carolina; 417. 
Tuſcaville, on Poly Creek, an Indian Tillage, of the en, 
+; 118 473; its houſes, ib. TER 
„ 
Van Allen, Mr. an American, on hears his veſſel the Author 
quits Oſwego, 4; a member of Congreſs for the county of Al- 


bany, 9; his occupation, ib. ; character, 10; Author's obli- 
gations to, 52. 


Vandekamp, farm of Mr. 28. 18 | 

Van Raſſelaer, Mr. Lieutenant-governor of New Yak, 90. 1115 
vaſt extent of territory „ib. 8 

Van Verberg, Mr. his houſe near Oſwego F alls, 5 his occupa- 
tion, ib. | | 


Vatines, eſtate of M. de, 24; his character, ib. ; his attachment | 
to France, 25; his family, 26. 
Volvick Bay, 205, | 
EE Vs X | | 
Waituhi, one of the Marqueſa Iſlands, 130; account of its inha- 
bitants, ab, ; their attempts to ſeize” Captain Robert's veſſel, 


| INDEX. 

131; manners and cuſtoms, .: marriages, 1323 cultivation 
of the iſland, 133. | 

Waldoborough, account of the Jiri of, 197; formed by Bri- 
gadier-general Waldo, ib. ; its population, ib. 

Waldo Patent, a large eſtate Lin to General Knox in right 
of his wife, 147; a great part uſurped by ſettlers, 148, 149. 

Warren, an aged General, account of, 257; his wife, 258; au- 

thoreſs of a manuſcript hiſtory of the American revolution, ib. 

Warren, General, monument erected to his memory at Boſton, 
245; account of the action at Bunker's Hill, in which he loſt 
his life, 245, 246. „ 

Warren, account of the port of, 288; its dup-bullding, 1 5 va- 
lue of land, ib. 5 | 

Waſhington County, 191; its extent and a ib. 

Waſhington, General, a diſtant relation of the late preſident, 445; 

one of the moſt opulent planters, ib.; account of his rice 
ſwamps, and culture of a rice-mill, 446 ; tranſmits rice direct 
to England, 450. 

Waterford, population of the county of, 226. 

Weſt Port, townſhip of, 272. 

Whale Fiſhery, account of the, 263 to 268; conftruftian of the 
veſſels, 265; whales, where found moſt numerous, 266, 267. 

Wheat, price of, in the diftrict of Maine, 159; near Portſmouth, . 

230. | 

- Willard, Mr. Prefident of the Univerſity of Cambridpe; 123. 
| Williams, Mr. and his family at Marlborough, their civilities and 
attentions to the Author, 106 ; account of his farm and culti- 
vation, 108. 

Wilcafſet, the firſt place of trade in the aw of Maine, 202; 
its ſituation, 1b. ; ſhipping and trade, 203; houſes, ib.; 
ports, 294, | 

W oodbridge, account of the village of, 362. 

Woodereek, deſcription of, 30, 31. | 

Wood pigeons, ö in the county of Maine, 355. 

V. 

. York, county of, its population, 222, 
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reSOCATMAN 
public ations 


No. I. 


THE LEGISLA' 


EPOCH OF 
ACCEPTATION. 


NUMBER OF BRANCHES. | 


MODE 
OF ELECTION. 


— 


DURATION. | CONDITIONS FOR BECOMING ME? 


— 


Tae UNITED STATES. 

In Convention the 17th of Sep- 
tember, 1787. Began to act the 4th 
of March 1789. 


Two houſes : the ſenate and the houſe of repreſen- 
tatives, called the Congreſs. - The former, thirty-two 
members; the latter, five hundred members. 


The ſenate by the le- 
giſlatures of the ſtates ; 
the repreſentatives by 
the prople. 


— 
— 


— 


Senate ſix years. Go- Senate: to he citizens of nine years ftand 
ing out every two years thirty years of age. ' Repreſentatives : to | 
by thirds. Repreſenta- citizens for ſeven years, and twenty-five year 
tives two years. No pecuniary qualification. 


' 


— — 


NEW HAMPSHIRE. 


Two branches: the ſenate and houſe of repreſenta- 
tives, called the General Court. The firſt, twelve 


The people. 


independence. 


members. 


1792. members; the latter, from one hundred and twenty to A year. To be freemen, poſſeſſing real or ſonal pr. 
| one hundred and thirty. 
5 The people; 
78 But the vecancics of 
; the ſenate may by filled | 8 
MASSACHUSETTS. Two branches : the ſenate and houſe of repreſenta. LNG Kehoe and in the | | : 5 to have N _ ren 5 9 
ad of March, tives, called the General Court. The fic, thirty-one | houſe of repreſentatives, A year. er 
1780. members ; the latter, three hundred and fifty-ſix. —_—_ wr 200l. | 
| ; | appointed by the voice of 
| | | the people at the preced- 
ing election. : 
|  ConnecTicuT. Two branches: the general court; governor, lieu- Governor, deputy- 
The ancient charter of Charles II. tenant-governor, and twelve aſſiſtants, forming the | governor, or aſſiltants, ; 
preſerved entire; except neceſſary upper houſe or the council. The repreſcntatives, or The people, one year. "The repre- F * 
changes made by the adoption of lower houſe, conſiſt of one hundred and ſcventy-ninc ; ſentatives ſix months. , 


— 


The ancient colonial chart 


RRODE ISLAND. 


er of 


Two branches : general aſſembly 3 governor, deputy- 
governor, and ten aſſiſtants; repreſenting ſcventy mem- 


The people. 


— 
_ 2 


The council a year. 
Their repreſentatives fix 


A property of forty pounds, or an incom 


Charles II. bers. | months. | ſhillings. 
our One. branch: repreſentatives of freemen, e js the . | 
| : General Aſſembly; one hundred and ftorty-hve mem- . 1 
4th at we 1786, bers; but the governor and council of twelve can ul: thn | 22 5 
Reviled ſince. pend a law till the next ſeſſion. : | 
; Two branches: the ſenate, twent -four members; e e years ; 
New Your. lieutenant- governor preſident. Aſſembly ſcventy mem. The people. e 
h of April, 1 ber | every year. The aflem- 
20th of April, dl | $. | bly once a year. 
— eee Two branches: legiſlative. council, thirteen mem- | Counſellor of 10001. property, moveable oi 
1 of Zoo 1776. bers. Aſſembly, thirty - nine members. f The people. A year, able. Repreſentatives, $0ol. of the (ame, 
The ſenate for four | 7 . 3 
- Two branches: the ſenate, twenty-three members; Th. ae 3 e n 
3 „ and the houſe of repreſentatives, ſeventy - ninc members. 2 pple. | 2 eee, e five years of f » Reprelentatives to be 
. | : Be ws n three years, and twenty-one years of age. 
. : ö The ſenate for three | Senators to be twenty-ſeven years of age 
DELAWAKE. . oy 2 — 2 The people. years z one third to go | of two hundre acres, or 1000], Repreſenta 
279 one members. | 79 | * 7 out every year. Repre- | twenty-four yÞrs of age, with property. Bc 
| tentatives one year, reſided three ytus, | 
a | | Bytheelefors choſen | 5 
; | | : ; = y the people. I he de- Senators elected ſ. ä 
nnd. Two branches, called the Genera! Aﬀembly : the legates by the people. | five years, ee = Senators to have been reſident three year 


r4th of Augult, 1776. 


ſenate, fifteen members ; houſe of delegates, cight; 
members. | | 


The ſcnace fill their va- 
cancies by a icrutiny in 
the houſe. 


property moveable or immoveable of 1000. 
the lame reſidence, with a property of $ool.. 


tation. 


Delegates one 
year, 


Senate by the clcc- 


| reer | Two branches the ſenate, eleven members; houle tors, choten by the 
I, 17902. of repretentatives, torty members. people. Ihe repreten- 
; . tatives by the people. 
Two branches, called the General Afſmbly : ſenate, | 1 c 
VIRGINIA. twenty-four members z houſe of repretertatives, trom The people. 
th of July, 1776» one hundred and fifty toone kindred and üxty members, | 
x Two branches, the ſenate an houſe of commons, 3 
| NorTH CAROLIN A- called the General Aſſembly. The firſt, ſixty mem- The people. 
12th of December, 1776. bers ; the ſecond, one hundred and twenty members. | 
| Two branches, called the General Aſſembly : the 
SOUTH CAROLINA, ſenate, thirty-ſeven members; the houſe of repreten- The people. 
zd of June, 1790 · tatives, one hundred and twenty- four. : | 
Two branches, called the General Aſſembly: the | 
Stone. ſenate, twenty-three members ; houſe of repreſentatives, The people. 
May 1795 fitty- one. | . | 
| Two branches, called the General Aﬀembly : the 
Tanseek. ſenate, eleven members ; the houle of repreſentatives, The people. 


6th of February, 1796. 


twenty.two, 


Nona ru-WIsI TrxxiTORY oF 


THE Ono. 
x3th of July, 1787. 


The governor and the judges make the laws. 


The prefident and 
the ſenate of the United 


every two years 


— — 


The ſenate for four 
years, Their repreſen- 
tatives for one. 


Senators to be twenty-ſeven years of age. 
prelentatives twenty tour years, Each to 
reſudlent for two years, 


— 


The f{nateto be fort 
years ot age; one tourth 
ro 80 our every year, 
Delegates one year, 


— 


No pecuniary conditions; but the ſenator 
legates mult be relident, and tree tenants, in 
or county. p 


— — 


— —— — 


Senate to have a property of three hund 


A year, | 
Commons, a property of one hundred acres. 


— — 
— — 


Senators, thirty years of age, Citizens 
Senate ſour years dent in the State five years, It _— reſide 
halt of them gu out trick, a property of zool. otherwiſe free prof 
Re. diarict of 1000]. Repreſentatives to be cit 
reſidents three years. If they reſide, a prope 
hundred acres and ten negrors, or a fortun 
othcrwite a property in the diſtrict of $001, 


© > — —— — — 


preientatives two years, 


— — 9s <P 


Senators, twenty.e.ght years of age, ha 
bited the United States ninc years, Citi 
years in Georgia, Reſidence in the county 
Having two hundred and fifty acres, or x 
250]. Reprelentatives, twenty one years o. 
tizens of the United States, ſcven years. 
whabitants of Georgia. Reſident in the co 
months, Free of two hundred acres, or 15 


F — —-_ 


 Rehidence thice years in the State, or 


county, Being free, and having two hur 
of land in the county, | 


A year, 


— — ER — — 


— 


Senate and repreſen- 
tatives two years, 


—— 2 — —— 


The governor for 
three years but may 
he ditplaced by the pre - 


States appoint the go- 
vernor and the jud;;cs. 


ident of the United 
States. The judges are . 
dur ang good contult, 


1 
* 


3ISLATIVE 


BODY. 


MING MEMBERS. 


CONDITIONS OF BECOMING ELECTORS. 


PARTICULAR POWERS. 


— 


ne years ſtanding, and | 


ntatives : to have been 
enty-five years of age. 


For the repreſentatives the ſame as for the moſt 
numerous branch ot the legiſlatures of States. 


{ for declaring the perſon accuſed 


The houſe of repreſentatives propoſe the reyenue- 
bills, and vote acculations. Two thirds are i 


— 


appoint the officers named by che 


| GENERAL OBSERPATIONS. 


or perſonal property. 


To be twenty-one years of age, and paying taxes, 


The houſe of repreſentatives propoſe the revenue- 
bills, and vote accufations. The ſenate judge them. 


— 


erty of zool. or a per- 
ice of figs years. The 
of 100l. or per of 


* 


Free tenants of ſeven pounds rent, or 


ome property 
of ſixty pounds. | 


Freemen having a real property of 30 ſhillings, or 
40l. perſonal. : 


grant reſpits and pardons, 


The houſe of repreſentatives emit 


e money billa, and 
vote acculations, The ſenate judge WE. 


them. 


* 


Tue legiſlature hears and judges certain cauſes, and 


The governor, the preſident of the 


il, and 
1 houſe, have each a vote, befides that 
r dividing it. DE 


* 


s, or an income of forty 


Freemen having a property of 491. or an income of 
40 ſhillings. | | 


— — 


— 


| 
| 


bn 


— — 


i 


New cauſes are decided in the courts of juſtice, 


Accufaticnl. To raiſe a tax, two thirds of the 
members muſt be preſent, 


* 


— 


Electors of the ſenate to have a property of 100). 
Electors of repreſentatives, à property of 201. or an 
income of 40 thiliings. 


Two thirds of the aſſembly vote accuſations, Two 
thuds of the ſenate can pronounce convictions. 


y moveable or jmmove- 
f the (ame. 


The ſenate is never to exceed one hundred; nor the | 
repreſentatives three hundred. The governor and re- 
vi 1 ſuſpend a law, The clergy are 
EXC - 


Electors, gol. of property, raoveable or inmoveable. 


The council cannot prepare nor alter any money-bill. 


diſtri or county. Sena- 


rs ſtanding, and twenty- . 


atives to be citizens of 
ears of age. | 


Twenty-one years of age; having reſided two years 
in the State before election, and during that time paid 
a tax laid fix months betore the election. The ſons ot 
perſons thus qualified, between twenty-one and twenty- 
two years of age, may vote though they have not paid 
taxes. 


— 


years of age ; property 
1. Repreſentatives to be 


1 property. Both to have 


— > 29 nn. ya. 


Revenue-hills commence in the houſe of ſenta- 
tires. Accuſations, by half of the repreſentatives ; to 
be judged by the ſenate, Conviction, by two thirds of 
the members preſent. The judgment is only to be 
diſmiſſal from place, and incapacity to hold any other. 


— 
— 


The ſenate can never be leſs than a fourth, and more 
than a third, of the repreſentatives. The - 
_ are never leſs than fixty, nor more than a hun- 


Reſidence of two cars, and pa ment of taxes aſſeſſed 
at leaſt fix months betore the election. | 


— 


Money-bills commence in the aſſembly. Accuſa- 
tions by two thirds of the repreſentatives, Convictions 
by two thirds of the ſenate. | 


lent three years, with a 
able of 10001. Delegates 
erty of 5ool.. 


Electors for the delegates, and for the eleRors, to 


have a property of fitry acres; or freeme with 361, 
and having rehder.ce in the county the whole year be- 


tore the elestion. 


—— 


1 years of age. The re- 
us. Each to have been 


M-ney-bills originate in the houſe of delegates, 
which ought not to include any other matter. The 
two houles arrelt for crimes and want of reipect. The 
houſe of delegates name the treaſurers for any term 


they think proper. 1 


The delegates and electors are cheſen by word of 
mouth ; but the electors vote by ballot, and make oath. 
There are particular rules for the freemen of Baltimore 
and Annapolis, The clergy are excluded. 


_— — — — — 


Inhabitants of the State of two years ſtanding, or of 
the county one year. 


but the ſenators and de- 
rce tenants, in the diltrict 


2 — 


— 


Electors to be free tenants. 


Money-hillssan be propoled by the repreſentatives 
only. The Tenate may propoſe amendments. The 
right of accuſations is in the repreſentatives. The ſenate 
judge, Two thirds are nec in theſe caſes, 


The ſenate is to be compoſed in ſuch a manner; 
that the number exceed one fourth of that of the repre - 
ſentatives. | 


— — 


All the laws originate in the houſe of delates. The 
ſenate cannot alter the money-bills. The delegates 


or by the court of appeal. 


vote accuſations which are judged by the general court, 


of three hundred acres. 
hundred acres. 


*- 


— 


Electors of the ſenate to have a property of fifty 
acres, Electors of the commons, paying taxcs, and a 
reſidence in the county. 


4 


| day. Accuſations by the commons, judgments by 


The two houſes .adjourn by ballot to any place or 


the ſupreme court ; and, if the judges are accuſed, they 
are judged by a ſpecial 4 how, 


Bills are required to be read three times in each 
houle. The chews excluded, | 


age. Citizens, and refi- 
Itt reſide in the dif. 
erwiſe free property in the 
atives to be reep e 
teſide, a property of three 
„ Or A "io " 1 501, 
iftrict of zool. 


perty of fitty acres, or a lot in the town, or paying a 
tax of three ſhillings, Retvlence of fix months in the 
diltrict beture the clection. 7 


Electors, citizens, and refident two years j a pro- 


Impriſonment for want of reſpeft. Accuſations by 
two thirds of the houſe of ives. Two thirds 


of the ſenate judge. The repreſentatives propoſe the 
bills for raiſing the revenue. 


The bills are read three times on three different days 
in each houſe. A bill rejected cannot be preſented 
again till after fix days previous notice, and with per- 
miſſion, The clergy are excluded. 


u of age, having inha- 
ce years, Citizens three 
in the county fix months. 
ty acres, or property of 
ity. one years of age, Ci. 
leven years. Io years 
ſident in the county, three 
ed acres, or 1 gol. 


— 


Eleftors, prying taxc and having reſided fix months 
in the county. ; 


* - 


the State, or one in the 
aving two hundred acres 


— 


— — —-— » — 


Accuſations : 4 third forms a ſufficient number in 
cach branch for deliberation. 


FRY 


Clergy excluded. A convention, to reviſe the con- 
ftitution, was to be choſen in November 1797 z it was 
to conſiſt of three members of each county, and to 
aſſenihle in May, 1798. | | 


- 
> 


——— — 


EleQory, free of the county. | 


& 


| Impriſonment for want of reſpeft. Accuſations, 
Bills may begin in both houſes, 


Clergy excluded. The ſenate is never leſs than a 
third, and never more than a half, of the repreſenta- 
tives. They are never more than forty. 


To adopt the laws exiſting in the different 
which the territory is attached, Subject to 
hon of the Congreſs. 8 


to 
revi- 


No. II. IHE TABLE OF THE LEC 
PERIODS OF DURATION OF THE FUNCTIONS. | CONDITH 
| | | OF 


OF THE SENATE. 


15 


— r 


e MY 
OF THE REPRESENTATIVES. - 


BECOMING NM 


1 — | 
United States . fix years. 
Maryland . . . five years. 


Pennſylvania . | 


New Vor | 


* 


Kentucky . . 


| Virginia . . . . e four years, 


South Carolina .) 


Delaware . . three years. 


Tenneflee . . . two years. 

New Hampfhire. - 
8 

Maſſachuſetts 1 

Connecticut 

Rhode Iſland fg. 

Vermont . . ( * 


New Jerſey | 


North Carolina . | 


Georgia . . . 'P 


; 


Vermont 


United States 


| South Carolina . two years. 


Tenneſſee 


New Hampſhire.] 
9 | 
Maſſachuſetts 


ich, 
| Virginia 3 
North Carolina. | 
| Georgia 5 


New Vork 
New Jerſey 

Pennſylvania . . bo = 
Delaware | | 


Maryland . . . 


Connecticut 


Rhode Iſland. ix months. 


5 reaneties 2} 


Rhode Ifland . 
New Jerſey 


— 
— 


Delaware a 
„„ 
North Carolina. 


South Carolina. 


New Hampſhire. FE 


| Maſſachuſetts 
Maryland 


Georgia | „ 


I United States. 


Connecticut 5 | 
I 


| Vermont s © @ ® 


New Vork. 7 
Pennſylvania . . 


Kentucky 5 


> LEGISLATIVE BODY ABRIDGED. 


)NDiTIONS 
. 


ING MEMBERS. 


CONDITIONS 
. 


BECOMING ELECTORS. 


1 


* 


= 


1d 


A portion of 
landed pro- 


„ f perty is re- 
ina : 8 
lina 0 
. — 
hire. J Landed pro- 
tts perty and a 
ſpecies of per- 


. ſonal prop. 


tes. « |} 
3 


"3 


1. 


— 


„ | required. 


9 


af 


United States . 


| Rhode land 
New York . 


North Carolina p 


Connecticut * 


| South Carolina 


Property not 


The ſame as in 
the State where 


ſides. 


Virginia 


Maflchuſetts A portion of land- 


edorof perſonal 


New Jerſey ; property is re- 


* Ts 


* 
2 
5 


Georgia 


enn 
Vermont 
Pennſylvania . 
Delaware 


Kentucky : 


Tenneflee .. 9 


Landed arent 
1s neceſſary. | 


3 South ce 


| 
| 


| 


Virginia . « «+ 


ORDER IN WHICH THE | 


SENATORS 
GO OUT OF OFFICE. 


NS I I mm mmm tym — — ——— 


| two years. \ 
New Vork . .\ _ Þ 
Pennſylvania . 0 By fourth every 
year. | 


By half e 
two years. 
Delaware 3 
„ 4 + year. 
Maryland 3 
Kentucky * * * >No rotation, 
Tennefite . . +» | 


4 
2 


United States 90 * even 5 


the elector re- 


— on 


1 


by, og 
7 
/ 


* 


— — — 


No. III. 


THE EXECUTIVE : 


3 


STATES. 


WHETHER IT BE 


WHETHER THERE BE A 


— 


POWER OF Nt 


BY WHOM NAMED /RATION. = 
e hd RE-ELECTIVE. COUNCIL. _ CERTAN 
| | N TT It names. II 
Tux UxiTED STATES. By the eleQors. Four years. Re-elective. No council. Fills the vacancie 
| | | a | of the ſenate. 
& .. N | . Council of five members, It names almoſt 
By the people, 4 cor | choſen by the people. the advice of the { 
Mass A CHUSETTS. By the people. A year, Re- elective. Council. It names, with | 
OT | = It names with th 
CONNECTICUT. By the people. A year. Re- elective. No executive council. the theriffs. 
Rnopx Is.avD. By the people. A year. Re- elective. No executive council. T No important r 
VERMONT. By the people, A year. Re-eleRive. Deputy governor and council. It names ſome | 
| . | | a . It names. Th. 
R Ry the fice + t ; : No executive council but that 
New Yours. 4 «hs Ange + 8 Three years. Re- elective. of nomine ion. tion confirms to a 
| o ; : e xceptiom. 
The legiflative council acts as 
New JEMSEV. Re- elective. 


By the legiſlature. 


A year. 5 


executive council. 


Re- elective nine years 


It makes all no 
ſherifts and coror 


| 1 | * 5 by the people; at 
PENNSYLVANIA» | | f the people; 
Wt | By the people. Three years, in twelve. No council. ſtate by the legit] 
; ; militia, regiments 
the regiments anc 
Re · elective three years | 
Deraware. Three years. EN N 11. t names, exc 
ä By the people. 7 in Ux. ek coroners, and the 
| | 2 Re-eleRive three ears : f . 
MARYLAND. | By the legiſlature. A year, . * Council. It names with th 
| Kanrveny, By the electors. Four years. 5 Re-eleRive, No council, Names with th 
RS | © Re-eleRive three years 3 Names with t 
ems. ä By the legiſlature. A year, 47" Ky | Council of tate, juſtin of peace; 
| | | Re- elective three years | N 3 
: 1 | tee. o nomination 
NorTH 8 By the legiſlature. A year. in ſix. the ſeſſion of the 
3 N 1 Connot be re- elected | 3 
Sourn CAROLIN. By the legiſlature. Two years. till four years after No council, Names ſome ir 
| | | . : R ; N ES. Names ſome ci 
| Groner, By the legiſlature. Two years. Rerelective. 1 military. 
| | g Re- elective ſix years in * b 8 e 
Tzxwxsszr. By che people. Two years. wag No council. preſent, except t. 
En Ow militia, 
5 . * By the preſident and Three years; but | | - Names all the 
NonxTu-WrsTr TzxrITORY © y the p e . 


Tux Ouio. 


ſenate of the United 


States. 


removeable at the will 
of the United States. 


officers, except tl 


the militia. 


TIVE POWER. 


'ER OF NOMINATING TO 
| CERTAIN PLACES. 


5 OTHER POWERS. 


CONDITIONS REQUIRED. 


WHETHER THERE BE 
A LIEUTENANT-GOVERNOR 
OR NOT. 


names. The ſenate approves. 
the vacancies during the ablence 
 ſentte. 


1 - 


It pardons. Has a conditional nega- 
tive, and receives foreign miniſters. 


Citizen; fourteen years relident, and 
thirty-five years of age. 


The vice-preſident of the United 


States pretident of the ſenate. 


— 


james almoſt all the officers, with 
Ivice of the ſenate. 


NES? tive. 


It pardons, and has a conditional | | 


2 
No lieutent nt-governor. 


— 


— 


names, with ſome exceptions. 


It pardons, and has à conditional 
negative. 


To have been an inhabitant ſeven 
years. 


— — 


1ames with the aſſiſtants, and only | 


xeriffs. 


Is preſident of the ER, and has 
a caſtin; vote. 


Lieutenant-governor, who is a mem- 


ber and preſident of the council. 


— 


1 eutenant-governor, member of the 


council. 


— 


important nomination. 


Prefides at the council. 


— 


Free tenant and freeman of a cor- 
porate town. 


Lieutenant-governor. 


— 


— 


names ſome officers. 


The governor and the council can 
ſuſpend the laws till the following ſet- 
fion, It pardons and judges accuſa- 
tions, | 


een + called in the 


charter deputy-governor. 


1 — 


names. The council of nomina- 
confirms to all places, with a few 


Pardons. Has a conditional negative 
with the council of reviſion. 


Lieutenant-governor, who is | prefi- 


dent of the ſenate. 


Dtions, 


— 


Preſides at the council, and is chan- 
cellor. The governor and council are 
a court of appeal. | 


Vice-preſident. 


makes all nominations, except the 
fs and coroners, who are named 
ne people; and the treaſurer of the 
by the legitlature ; the othcers of 
ia, regiments and companies, by 
egiments and the companies. 


It pardons, except in caſes of accu- 
ſation for itate crimes or prevarication. 
Has a conditional negative. 


Citizen, and inhabitant for ſeven 
years; thirty years of aye. 


The vacancy of the office of governor 


is filled in the interim by the ſpeaker of 


the ſenate, 


names, except the ſheriffs, the 


ners, and the treaſurers, 


— . 


Pardons, except in cafes of ſtate 
crimes or prevatication. 


Thirty years of age, Citizens of the 


the State fix years. 


United states for twelve years, and of | 


— 


ames with the advice of the ſenate. 


Pardons. Lays embargoes. Diſplaces 
and ſuſpends officers, except thoſe who 
remain in place during good behaviour. 


Five years reſidence, and a property 
of 5,0001. 


ames with the advice of the ſenate. 


— 


Pardons, except in caſes of treaſon 
or prevatication. 


Thirty years of age, Reſidence of 
two years in the fate before the clec- 
tion. 


* 


(TY 
No lieutenant-governor. 


ames with the council only the 
:es of peace. 


It pardons. 


Thirty years of age. 


VEL 


The preſident of the council adde as 


lieutenant-governor in caſe of the va- 
cancy of a governor. 


— 


o nomination in the interim, till 


eſſion ol the legiſlature. 


Pardons and lays erubargoes. 


Five. years relidence, and property 
of 19001. 


No lieutenant-governor. 


ames ſome inferior officers, 


Pardons and lays embatgoes. 


property of 15001, 


Citizen, and reſidence of ten years; | 


Lieutenant-governor. 


ames ſome civil officers, and all the 
ary. 


* 


Pardons, Has a conditional negative. 


e years a citizen: fix years 
reſidence; five hundred acres; or a 
property of 19001, 


No lieutenant-governor. 


o nomination if the legiſlature be 


ent, except the adjutant-general of 
tin. . 


— 


Pardons, and affembles the legiſla- 
ture upon extraordinary occaſions. 


Citizen or inhabitant four years; 
property of five hundred acres; twenty- 
five years of age. 


— 


Speaker of the ſenate lieutenant= 
governor, as in Pennſylvania. 


ames all the m magiſtrates and civil 


ers, except the adjutant-general of 
militia, 


the laws for the territory. 


The governor and the judges make 


Reſident in the territory, and pro- 


perty of one thouſand actes. 


The ſecretary of the territory, named 
as governor, fills his place | in his ab- 
ſence. 


. 


No. V. ; 


—Y 


THE TABLE OF THE EXECUT 


MANNER : | 9 0 CO)? 
oF DURATION. WHEN RE-ELECTIVE. | 
CHOOSING THEM. | | 1 55 | 
United States -) By.the United States = 1 United States !“ United 
Kentucky — 3 electors. | Kentucky ] years. New Hampſhire | Connec 
„„ ; 5 Maſſachuſetts = Rhode 
New Hampſhire) | New hos 7 -1 þ Connecticut New 3 
Maſſachuſetts oo Pennſylvania - \ Ditto. Rhode Iſland «+ ena 
Connecticut - 0 | Delaware — - Vermont - Unlimited. Dela w' 
Rhode Iſland = | : | | 
3 I By the South Carolina New Tork Kentuc 
a" : FF T g 
NewYork people. Georgia Two | New Jerſey - South 
3 . q = 8 E 1 years. | Kentuck - Pa Georg! 
| Pennſylvania | | Georgia Tenne 
Delaware 5 EN | 
New Hampſhire? | Tine years 
Tenneſſee = = -_ | Maſſachuſetts - Pennſylvania - = New I 
RES . in twelve. Maſſa, 
IT New Jerſey 0 112g 8 | Delaware Three 9 
Maryland _ 1 A Nene Carolina years in ſix. N 5 
1 yh Vermont ew 
Virginia By the 8 - | year. Ma Maryl 
North Carolina | legiſlature. 8 - Rar * Three n 
South Carolina Maryland - — | Virginia - = =} in ſeven. ba 
Georgia is Virginia 5 | Two years: ma 
5 . South Carolina Sau Caroling, f 
8 | in fix. 
| Tenneſſee -p RIG years in 8 
| eight, 


ECUTIVE POWER ABRIDGED. 


d ws I 


n —_ >. * — 


' CONSTITUTIONAL + 


POWERS OF NOMINAT-| RIGHT OF GIVING 
- COUNCILS. | ING TO PLACES. | A NEGATIVE. 
United States -" United States -] United States =) 
Connecticut New Hampſhire | Nomination | New Hampſhire | "7 RSA 
| | | | | 2 ive 
Rhode Iſland | Mafſachuſetts - | and right of Maſſachuſetts be: 
„ : | I ß powerunder 
New Vork . | Vermont = - - fixing the Vermont : 
| No conſti- ET —_— 
Fennſytvania = *- er 1 - = fſalaries New York -'= =; 0 PR 
Delaware . Een: Pennſylvania - under cer- | Pennſylvania - - — 
Kentucky - = - | Delaware = = -1 tain regula- Kentucky = - -}Þ . 
South Carolina Maryland — | tions. Georgia << 22 | 
Georgia Kentucky = - - . Me : 
| Tenneſſee = = = 0: Connedicut - 
Y Connecticut Rhode Ifland - - 
New Hampſhire Rhode Iſland - - No right to New Jerſey - 4 
Maſſachuſetts - New Jerſey « - | [Delaware by No 
| | an 
Vermont ² Virginia = = = =] Y |Maryland - - = . 3 
- | | important 5 negative. 
New Jerſey - - Council. | North Carolina * Virginia | 
| . appoint- | + 
Maryland South Carolina a North Carolina | 


8 


Virginia 
North Carolina) 


Georgia 


ment. 


Tenneflee = = 1 


Tenneſſee 2 


South Carolina 


wwe ln 


Moms 


THE JUDICIAL OR 


STATES. 


' MANNER OF NOMINATION. 


ons 


DURATION OF OFFICE. 


Tux UNITED STATES. 


ͤäͤj,ſꝗää 


By the preſident with the a pprobation of the ſenate. 


During good behaviour, 


— — * 
. 


New Hampes4lke. 


— — 


* 


By the governor and the council. 


— — 


The ſuperior judges during good behaviour. 
juſtices of peace for five years. 


—— g 


MassAchusgkT Ts.“ 


By the governor and council. 


The ſuperior judges during good behaviour. 
Juſtices of peace for (even years. 


ConNECTICUT. 


— Rnovpe IsLanD. 


By the legiſlature. 


** 


A year. 


By the legiſlature. | 


| A year. 


— 


* . 


Ven Mor. 


By the 8 and the afſembly. 


A year, and leſs if ucceffary, 


New York. 


By the governor and the council of nomination. 


During good behaviour, | 


— 


New Jerzy. 


By the council and the aſſembly. 


The ſuperior court re- elective every ſeven ye 
the inferior every five years. 


— 


PENNSVLVANIA. 


By the governor. 


During the good behaviour of the judges. 


Drrawanr. 


MaRVLANPD. 


B y the governor. 


During the good behaviour of the judges. 


bh. 


By the governor and the council, 


KzxTUCKY. 


By the governor and the ſenate. 


— 


During the good behaviour of the judges, 


—— 


During the good behaviour of the judges. 


VIn GIN IA. 


By the legiſlature. 


—— — 


* — 


— 


During the good behaviour of the judges, 


NonTti Cagi. 


By the legiſlature, but receive their commillion 
from the governor. 


* 


—— 


South CAROLINA, 


By the legiſlature. 


— 


CrokGla. 


« —— 


During the good behaviour of the judyes. 


During the goed behaviour of the judges. 


By the legiflature. 


Terxessxt. 


* 


By the legiſlature. 


Nokru- Wir raRIIORY or 
| Tur Onto, | 


ii. 


- 


g By the prefident and the ſenute of the United 
States. : 1 


— 


Re- elective every thice years, 


During the the good behaviour of the judges 


— 


During the good behaviour of the judges, 


AL ORDER. 


HOW DISMISSED. REMARKS. 
IIs Re. y accuſation . yh, reſentatives before The ſalaries cannot be diminiſhed during office, 
: | | $2: 
behaviour. The By accuſation of the houſe of repreſentavives, - 3 | 
| and upon the addreſs of the legiſlature to the go- Salaries fixed by the law. 
vernor. | | 
. accuſation of the hauls of repreſentatives, and Gives his opinion to the governor and the council 
VVV by N. governor and council at the requeſt of the two upon ſolemn occations, and to the legiſlature in queſ- 
houſes. tions of law. He pronounces divorces. 
Re-choſen in general while they are 9 5 except The courts pronounce Wertes 
{ in caſes of miſbehaviour. 9 
Re-choſen in general while they are able, except in The courts judge caſes of divorce. 
caſes of miſbchaviour. ö 5 
Tar By accuſation of the «al judged by the go 
1 vernor and the council. 
ur. 3 Cannot be choſen above the age of ſixty. 


ery ſeven years; 


By the accuſation of the aſſembly and 5 
of the conncil, | 


* 


che judges. 


The governor has power of diſmiſſing from, at the 
requeſt of two thirds of each houſe, even ii there be 
no ground of accuſation. 


— —— 


The falarics of the rela not to be diminithed 
while in othce. They are neither-to receive fees not 
hold any other place of profit. The ſupreme court 
takes cognizance of divorces and pentions of widows ; 
can ſupply defects in titles occaſioned by acts loſt of 
ablent, No ig : 


| the judges. 


m_ 


By accuſation of the houſe of repreſentatives, found 
by a majority of two thirds. The governor can 
revoke at the requeſt of two thirds of. each houſe, 
even in caſes where there is no 00d ground of accu- 
ſation. 


Salaries not to be diminiſhed while in office. 


the judges, 


mw 


For bad conduct upon proof before a tribunal, and 
by the governor at the requeit of the afſerably, by the 


: jon of two thirds of cach houſe. 


the judges. 


pet: 


— — 


By eee or at ths req ueſt of two thirds of 
each houſe of legiflatute. 


the judges, 


— 


the judges. 


the judges. 


— 


Years, 


ot the judges, 


Salaries not to be diminiſhed during office. 


—— — 


By accuſation of the houtt ot dele gates. he court 
of appeal judges othcers of the ene ral court, and wice 
. ts 


- 


—— — 


By accuſation of the aflembl; or grand jury, Judg wed 
by a ſpecial tribunal. 


* 


— — 


By accuſation of the affembly, judged by the tenate. 


— — — 


| Salaries unchangeable during office. 


— U—U U U —— OO — — — 


By . accuſation of f the alicmbly, judged by the 
tenate. 


1 — 
—— — —U UB ꝗ—7?ʃß—7 ——V ę!47 ——————̃ — — 2 — — 


By the acculation of the aflembly. 


| the | judges, 


— —— — 


Salaties unchangeable during office. 


—— — — — 
— —x—— — —— 


—— — — 


Cannot adviſe juries in matters of ſact, but can 
give their 0pmon upon evidence, and declare the 
4. 


— 


ieee 
By the acculation. of the houte ot repreſentatives 


of the United States, juiy ed. by the ſcnate of the 
States. | 


* 


une 


the congreſo. Some legilla= 


80 crnorF, 


Salaries regulated A 
tive powers joiued to t 


No. VI. 


MANNER OF ELECTING THE MEMBERS 


STATES. SENATORS. — 
| | | Tur! 
By the ſeparate dati of the two houſes; the votes taken 3 


New HAMPSHIRE. 


| by ballot. 


MassacuvsETTsM 


votes taken by ballot, 


CoNNECTICUT. 


By the ſeparate reſolution. of the two houſes, each houſe 
having a negative upon the Ns gs of the other. 


The 8 


By the Ari 
divided into as m 
fourteen of them. 


By the diſtinct vote of each houſe taken by ballot. 


ple the number n 


Seven members 


Rob IsLAaNnD. 


By the ballot of the two houſes aſſembled. 


— 


T* 


VERMONT. 


At firſt by the ſeparate ſuffrages of the two houſes ; if bork 
cannot agree, by the number of votes; and by ballot in bot 
caſes. 


_ 


Two members 
have reſided. 


2 New Your. 


At firſt by the ſeparate ſuffrages of the two doi Ws they 
do not agree, then by the ballot of them united. 


Ten members 
to place of refider 


New JIERSEV. 


By the ſuflrages; ſometimes taken by ballot, and ſometimes 


F . . voce. 


— 


Five n 


PENNSYLVANIA. 


DELAWARE. 


The manner is. not yet determined by the law. Hitherto the 
elections have been made by ſeparate reſolutions, and by their 
votes given VIVA voce. By x @ conſtitution of Pennſylvania thele 
elections are required to be made viva voce. 


'Thirteen mem! 
place of reſidence 
ſtate ; the ſecond 
the fourth by diſl 


5 


By a general ballot. 


rr un By a general ballot. ' One of the ſenators mult be of the Eaſt Eigh 
: part, and the other of the Welt. 2 
e Soong By a general ballot; but the votes are taken and examined Two members 
in each houſe. The majority decides. been reſidents. 
Seventeen men 


| VinGinia, 


By general ballot. 


muſt have been re 


| NoxTu CaroLlixa, 


_ _— 


Ten members 


2 wy e have reſided. 
SouTu CAROLINA, By general ballot. Six members fc 
3 dence. 
GEORGIA. By general ballot. Ty 
— , * 


TINNESSEE. 


By general ballot, 


MBERS OF CONGRESS IN EACH STATE. 


5 


** 


REPRESENTATIVES. 


6 


„ 


Turin DisTRIBUTION AND NuMBER, 


— 


Coxpiriods or THEIR ELECTION. 


Four members. Choſen in the ſtate in general. 


ing to double the members to be choſen ; 


lift 


— — — — » = 


There muſt be an abſolute majority in the firſt place, other- 
wife a liſt is made of thoſe who have the moſt votes, amount- 
to doubl the plurality of this 
is ſufficient to decide. If two have an equal number of 
votes the governor has a caſting vote. 


— — 


the diſtrict; in which they ought to reſide. The ſtate is 
d into as many diſtricts as members, and ought to furniſh | 
en of them. | 


_—_ 


» 


The majority is nececeſſary, and after one trial the electors 
chooſe from among the candidates him who has the moſt votes. 


en members taken from a preliminary nominatien of dou- 
e number made by the people. 


N 


Nomination, and the majority of votes. 


Two members in the whole ſtate. 


* 


The majority is neceſſary. 


— 


70 members, choſen each 


in a diſtrict where they ſhould 
reſided. | | 


The majority is neceſſary in the firſt eſſay, the plurality in 
the others, . | | 


— — * 


1 members taken from as many diſtricts, without regard 


The plurality ſuffices. | 


ce of refidence. 
Five members choſen in the whole ſtate: The plurality. 
irteen members for as many diſtricts, without regard to | * - 
of reſidence. The firſt election is made by the whole - The plural 
the ſecond by the diſtrict; the third by the whole ſtate; EP ee oy... 


urth by diſtrict ; the fifth the ſame. 


One member. 


— 


Fight members for as many diſtricts. | 


The plurality. 


The plurality. 


7/0 members choſen in two 
reſidents. 


diſtricts, where they muſt have | 


The plurality. 


enteen members choſen in as many diſtricts, where they 
have been reſidents. 


The plurality. 


n members choſen in as many 


diſtricts, where they muſt | 


The plurality. 


— 


members for as many diſtricts, without regard to reſi- 


The plurality. 


ok 


Two members in the whole tate. 


— — 


Tne plu rality. 


— 


One member. 


The plurality. 


